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Preface

Pub. 191, Sailing Directions (Enroute) English Channel,
Twentieth Edition, 2022 is issued for use in conjunction with
Pub. 140, Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic
Ocean and Adjacent Seas. Companion volumes are Pubs. 192,
193, 194, and 195.

Digital Nautical Chart 20 provides electronic chart coverage
for the area covered by this publication.

This publication has been corrected to 5 March 2022, includ-
ing Notice to Mariners No. 10 of 2022.

Explanatory Remarks

Sailing Directions are published by the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency (NGA) under the authority of Department
of Defense Directive 5105.60, dated 29 July 2009, and pursu-
ant to the authority contained in U. S. Code Title 10, Chapter
22, Section 451 and Title 44, Section 1336. Sailing Directions,
covering the harbors, coasts, and waters of the world, provide
information that cannot be shown graphically on nautical
charts and is not readily available elsewhere.

Sailing Directions (Enroute) include detailed coastal and
port approach information which supplements the largest scale
chart produced by the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency. This publication is divided into geographic areas
called “Sectors.”

Bearings.—Bearings are true, and are expressed in degrees
from 000° (north) to 360°, measured clockwise. General
bearings are expressed by the initial letters of the points of the
compass (e.g. N, NNE, NE, etc.). Adjective and adverb
endings have been discarded. Wherever precise bearings are
intended, degrees are used.

Charts.—Reference to charts made throughout this
publication refer to both the paper chart and the Digital
Nautical Chart (DNC).

Corrective Information.—Users should refer corrections,
additions, and comments to NGA’s Maritime Operations Desk,
as follows:

NGA Maritime—Contact Information

Maritime Operations Desk

Toll free 1-800-362-6289
Commercial 571-557-5455
DSN 547-5455

E-mail navsafety @nga.mil

Maritime Safety Office

DNC web site https://dnc.nga.mil

Maritime Domain o .
web site https://msi.nga.mil
E-mail MarHelp @nga.mil

NGA Maritime—Contact Information

Maritime Quality
Feedback System | https://marhelp.nga.mil
(MQFS)
Mailing address Maritime Safety Office
National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency
Mail Stop N64-SFH
7500 Geoint Drive
Springfield VA 22150-7500

New editions of Sailing Directions are corrected through the
date of publication shown above. Important information to
amend material in the publication is available is updated as
needed and available as a downloadable corrected publication
from the NGA Maritime Domain web site.

NGA Maritime Safety Office Web Site

https://msi.nga.mil

Courses.—Courses are true, and are expressed in the same
manner as bearings. The directives “steer” and “make good” a
course mean, without exception, to proceed from a point of
origin along a track having the identical meridional angle as
the designated course. Vessels following the directives must
allow for every influence tending to cause deviation from such
track, and navigate so that the designated course is
continuously being made good.

Currents.—Current directions are the true directions toward
which currents set.

Distances.—Distances are expressed in nautical miles of 1
minute of latitude. Distances of less than 1 mile are expressed
in meters, or tenths of miles.

Geographic Names.—Geographic names are generally
those used by the nation having sovereignty. Names in paren-
theses following another name are alternate names that may
appear on some charts. In general, alternate names are quoted
only in the principal description of the place. Diacritical marks,
such as accents, cedillas, and circumflexes, which are related to
specific letters in certain foreign languages, are not used in the
interest of typographical simplicity.

Geographic names or their spellings do not necessarily re-
flect recognition of the political status of an area by the United
States Government.

Heights.—Heights are referred to the plane of reference
used for that purpose on the charts and are expressed in meters.

Internet Links.—This publication provides Internet links to
web sites concerned with maritime navigational safety, includ-
ing but not limited to, Federal government sites, foreign Hy-
drographic Offices, and foreign public/private port facilities.
NGA makes no claims, promises, or guarantees concerning the
accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of these
web sites and expressly disclaims any liability for errors and
omissions in the contents of these web sites.

International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS)
Code.—The ISPS Code is a comprehensive set of measures to
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enhance the security of ships and port facilities developed in
response to the perceived threats to ships and port facilities in
the wake of the 9/11 attacks in the United States. Information
on the ISPS Code can be found at the International Maritime
Organization web site:

International Maritime Organization Home Page

http://www.imo.org

Lights and Fog Signals.—Lights and fog signals are not
described, and light sectors are not usually defined. The Light
Lists should be consulted for complete information.

National Ocean Claims.—Information on national ocean
claims and maritime boundary disputes, which have been com-
piled from the best available sources, is provided solely in the
interest of the navigational safety of shipping and in no way
constitutes legal recognition by the United States. These non-
recognized claims and requirements may include, but are not
limited to:

1. A requirement by a state for advance permission or
notification for innocent passage of warships in the territorial
sea.

2. Straight baseline, internal waters, or historic waters
claims.

3. The establishment of a security zone, where a state
claims to control activity beyond its territorial sea for securi-
ty reasons unrelated to that state’s police powers in its terri-
tory, including its territorial sea.

Radio Navigational Aids.—Radio navigational aids and ra-
dio weather services are not described in detail. Publication
No. 117 Radio Navigational Aids and NOAA Publication, Se-
lected Worldwide Marine Weather Broadcasts, should be con-
sulted.

Soundings.—Soundings are referred to the datum of the
charts and are expressed in meters.

Telephone and Facsimile Numbers.—Within this publica-
tion, the international telephone and facsimile numbers provid-
ed as contact information contain the minimum digits
necessary to dial. Please note that these contact numbers do not
include additional digits or special characters, such as (0) or
(+), which may be required when dialing. The necessity of
such digits and characters depend upon numerous factors and
conditions, such as the user's geolocation and service provider.
Mariners are advised to consult their communications equip-
ment and service provider user manuals for guidance.

Time.—Time is normally expressed as local time unless
specifically designated as Universal Coordinated Time (UTC).

Time Zone.—The Time Zone description(s), as well as in-
formation concerning the use of Daylight Savings Time, are in-
cluded. The World Time Zone Chart is available on the Inter-
net at the web site given below.

Standard Time Zone of the World Chart

https://www.cia.gov/maps/world-regional

U.S. Maritime Advisory System.—The U.S. Maritime
Advisory System is a streamlined inter-agency approach to
identifying and promulgating maritime security threats. The
system replaces Special Warnings to Mariners (State
Department), MARAD Advisories (Maritime Administration),
and Marine Safety Information Bulletins (U.S. Coast Guard)
and consists of the following items:

1. U.S. Maritime Alert—Provides basic information (lo-
cation, incident, type, date/time) on reported maritime secu-
rity threats to U.S. maritime industry interests. U.S.
Maritime alerts do not contain policy or recommendations
for specific courses of information.

2. U.S. Maritime Advisory—Provides more detailed in-
formation, when appropriate, through a “whole-of-govern-
ment” response to an identified maritime threat.

Maritime Administration (MARAD)—U.S.
Maritime Advisory System

https://www.marad.dot.gov/environment-and-safety/
office-of-security/msci

Winds.—Wind directions are the true directions from which
winds blow.

Reference List

The principal sources examined in the preparation of this
publication were:

British Hydrographic Department Sailing Directions.

Canadian Sailing Directions.

Various port handbooks.

Reports from United States Naval and merchant vessels and
various shipping companies.

Other U.S. Government publications, reports, and docu-
ments.

Charts, light lists, tide and current tables, and other docu-
ments in possession of the Agency.
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Conversion Tables

Feet to Meters

Feet 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.30 0.61 0.91 1.22 1.52 1.83 2.13 2.44 2.74
10 3.05 3.35 3.66 3.96 427 457 4.88 5.18 5.49 5.79
20 6.10 6.40 6.71 7.01 7.32 7.62 7.92 8.23 8.53 8.84
30 9.14 9.45 975 | 1006 | 1036 | 1067 | 1097 | 1128 | 11.58 | 11.89
40 12.19 | 1250 | 12.80 | 13.11 13.41 1372 | 14.02 | 1433 | 14.63 | 14.93
50 1524 | 1554 | 1585 | 16.15 | 1646 | 1676 | 17.07 | 1737 | 17.68 | 17.98
60 1829 | 1859 | 1890 | 1920 | 19.51 19.81 | 20.12 | 2042 | 2073 | 21.03
70 2134 | 21.64 | 2195 | 2225 | 2255 | 2286 | 23.16 | 2347 | 23.77 | 24.08
80 2438 | 24.69 | 2499 | 2530 | 2560 | 2591 | 2621 | 2652 | 2682 | 27.13
90 2743 | 2774 | 28.04 | 2835 | 2865 | 2896 | 2926 | 2957 | 29.87 | 30.17

Fathoms to Meters

Fathoms 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 1.83 3.66 5.49 732 914 | 1097 | 12.80 | 14.63 | 16.46
10 1829 | 20.12 | 2195 | 2377 | 2560 | 2743 | 2926 | 31.09 | 3292 | 34.75
20 36.58 | 3840 | 4023 | 4206 | 43.89 | 4572 | 4755 | 4938 | 5121 | 53.03
30 5486 | 56.69 | 5852 | 6035 | 62.18 | 6401 | 6584 | 67.67 | 69.49 | 7132
40 73.15 | 7498 | 7681 | 78.64 | 8047 | 8230 | 84.12 | 8595 | 87.78 | 89.61
50 9144 | 9327 | 9510 | 9693 | 9875 | 100.58 | 102.41 | 104.24 | 106.07 | 107.90
60 109.73 | 111.56 | 113.39 | 11521 | 117.04 | 118.87 | 120.70 | 122.53 | 124.36 | 126.19
70 128.02 | 129.85 | 131.67 | 133.50 | 135.33 | 137.16 | 138.99 | 140.82 | 142.65 | 144.47
80 14630 | 148.13 | 149.96 | 151.79 | 153.62 | 15545 | 157.28 | 159.11 | 160.93 | 162.76
90 164.59 | 166.42 | 16825 | 170.08 | 171.91 | 173.74 | 175.56 | 177.39 | 179.22 | 181.05

Meters to Feet

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 3.28 6.56 984 | 13.12 | 1640 | 19.68 | 2297 | 2625 | 29.53
10 3281 | 36.09 | 3937 | 4265 | 4593 | 4921 | 5249 | 5577 | 59.06 | 62.34
20 6562 | 6890 | 7218 | 7546 | 78.74 | 8202 | 8530 | 8858 | 91.86 | 95.14
30 98.42 | 101.71 | 104.99 | 108.27 | 111.55 | 114.83 | 118.11 | 121.39 | 124.67 | 127.95
40 13123 | 134.51 | 137.80 | 141.08 | 14436 | 147.64 | 150.92 | 15420 | 157.48 | 160.76
50 164.04 | 167.32 | 170.60 | 173.88 | 177.16 | 180.45 | 183.73 | 187.01 | 190.29 | 193.57
60 196.85 | 200.13 | 203.41 | 206.69 | 209.97 | 213.25 | 216.54 | 219.82 | 223.10 | 226.38
70 229.66 | 232.94 | 236.22 | 239.50 | 242.78 | 246.06 | 249.34 | 252.62 | 255.90 | 259.19
80 262.47 | 265.75 | 269.03 | 272.31 | 275.59 | 278.87 | 282.15 | 285.43 | 288.71 | 291.99
90 295.28 | 298.56 | 301.84 | 305.12 | 308.40 | 311.68 | 314.96 | 318.24 | 321.52 | 324.80

Meters to Fathoms

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.55 1.09 1.64 2.19 2.73 3.28 3.83 437 4.92
10 5.47 6.01 6.56 7.11 7.66 8.20 8.75 9.30 9.84 | 10.39
20 1094 | 11.48 12.03 1258 | 13.12 | 13.67 | 1422 | 1476 | 1531 15.86
30 1640 | 16.95 1750 | 18.04 | 1859 | 19.14 | 19.68 | 2023 | 20.78 | 21.33
40 2187 | 2242 | 2297 | 2351 | 2406 | 2461 | 2515 | 2570 | 2625 | 26.79
50 2734 | 27.89 | 28.43 | 2898 | 2953 | 3007 | 3062 | 31.17 | 31.71 | 32.26
60 32.81 | 3336 | 3390 | 3445 | 3500 | 3554 | 36.09 | 3664 | 37.18 | 37.73
70 3828 | 38.82 | 3937 | 39.92 | 4046 | 41.01 | 4156 | 42.10 | 42.65 | 43.20
80 4374 | 4429 | 4484 | 4538 | 4593 | 46.48 | 47.03 | 4757 | 48.12 | 48.67
90 4921 | 4976 | 5031 | 50.85 | 51.40 | 5195 | 5249 | 53.04 | 5359 | 54.13

Pub. 191




VI

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

Units

°C degree(s) Centigrade

cm centimeter(s)

cu.m. cubic meter(s)

dwt deadweight tons

FEU forty-foot equivalent units
gt gross tons

kHz kilohertz

Directions

N north

NNE northnortheast

NE northeast

ENE eastnortheast

E east

ESE eastsoutheast

SE southeast

SSE southsoutheast

Vessel types

LASH Lighter Aboard Ship
LNG Liquified Natural Gas
LPG Liquified Petroleum Gas
OBO Ore/Bulk/Oil

Lo-lo Lift-on Lift-off

NGL Natural Gas Liquids
FSRU Floating Storage and Regasification Unit
Time

ETA estimated time of arrival
ETD estimated time of departure

Water level

MSL mean sea level

HW high water

LW low water

MHW mean high water

MLW mean low water

HWN high water neaps

HWS high water springs

LWN low water neaps

Communications

D/F direction finder

R/T radiotelephone

GMDSS Global Maritime Distress and Safety System
LF low frequency

Navigation

LANBY Large Automatic Navigation Buoy
NAVSAT Navigation Satellite

ODAS Ocean Data Acquisition System
CBM Conventional Buoy Mooring System
MBM Multi-Buoy Mooring System

km

mb
MHz

nrt
TEU

SSW
SW
WSW

WNW
NW
NNW

Ro-ro
ULCC
VLCC
VLOC
FSO
FSU
FPSO

GMT
UTC

LWS
MHWN
MHWS
MLWN
MLWS
HAT
LAT

MF
HF
VHF
UHF

SBM
SPM
TSS

VTC
VTS

kilometer(s)

meter(s)

millibars

megahertz

millimeter(s)

net registered tons
twenty-foot equivalent units

south
southsouthwest
southwest
westsouthwest
west
westnorthwest
northwest
northnorthwest

Roll-on Roll-off

Ultra Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Ore Carrier

Floating Storage and Offloading
Floating Storage Unit

Floating Production Storage and
Offloading

Greenwich Mean Time
Coordinated Universal Time

low water springs

mean high water neaps
mean high water springs
mean low water neaps
mean low water springs
highest astronomical tide
lowest astronomical tide

medium frequency
high frequency

very high frequency
ultra high frequency

Single Buoy Mooring
Single Point Mooring
Traffic Separation Scheme
Vessel Traffic Center
Vessel Traffic Service
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The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

CALM Catenary Anchor Leg Mooring

Miscellaneous

AIS Automatic Identification System MMSI Maritime Mobile Service Identity
Code

COLREGS Collision Regulations No./Nos. Number/Numbers

IALA International Association of Lighthouse PA Position approximate

Authorities PD Position doubtful

IHO International Hydrographic Organization Pub. Publication

IMO International Maritime Organization SOLAS International Convention for
Safety of Life at Sea

IMDG Intermational Maritime Dangerous Goods Code

LOA length overall St./Ste. Saint/Sainte

UKC Under keel clearance ISPS International Ship and Port facility
Security

VIII Pub. 191
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SECTOR 1

ENGLAND—SOUTH COAST—ENGLISH CHANNEL APPROACHES—THE SCILLY ISLES TO
START POINT

Plan.—This sector first describes the approaches and pas-
sage through the English Channel to Dover Strait. It then de-
scribes the Scilly Isles and the SW coast of England from
Land’s End to Start Point. The descriptive sequence is from W
to E.

General Remarks

1.1  The water separating the coast of England from that
of France is known in the United Kingdom as the English
Channel, and in France as La Manche.

The English Channel is entered from the W between Ile Vi-
erge (48°38'N., 4°34'W.) and Land’s End (50°04'N., 5°43'W.).
The sea area lying W and SW of the English Channel and ex-
tending to the edge of the continental shelf forms part of the
Celtic Sea. The W and SW approaches to the English Channel
pass through deep water and there are no navigational hazards.

Winds—Weather.—The climate of the English Channel is
controlled to a large extent by the series of cyclonic disturbanc-
es that usually move toward the E or NE, generally passing N
of the British Isles. In such cases, the English Channel is under
the influence of a mild and moist SW or WSW jet stream.

At other times, different conditions occur mainly when an
anticyclone appears and develops over northern Europe. Winds
from E may persist for several days and blow in the channel.

In winter, weather to the E is bitter cold and it is often ac-
companied by strong winds, but in summer there is usually fine
weather. Winds are very variable. The term “predominant
wind” is of little significance in this area.

The main features are the westerlies that occur from Decem-
ber to January and from July to August. During both these peri-
ods, more than 50 per cent of the winds are from SSW to
NNW, often from SW more than NW.

Easterlies are from NE to E and occur most frequently from
October to November and from February to June. The frequen-
cy is highest in May. Winds from SE are the least frequent.
February and November have the most uniform distribution of
winds from all directions.

Winds are characterized as predominantly W over the Scilly
Isles, unlike over the English Channel. There is a tendency for
wind shifts from W to NW more so than from SW to W in
summer, and to a lesser degree in January.

In the approaches to Southampton and the Isle of Wight,
winds often blow along The Solent and Spithead. Local varia-
tions are usually subordinate to the main stream which may
sweep over much of the Isle of Wight. The island has not been
observed to provide its own sea breeze.

The main breeze reaches force 3 or 4 on the coast and more
over the water, then spreads out over the land. The land breeze
blows on clear nights throughout the year and may be more
marked in winter than in summer.

At the Bill of Portland, the sea breeze effect results in a
strong tendency for winds from N to NE to veer toward E, and

those from W to NW to back toward SW between 0700 and
1300. The fluctuation of land and sea breeze at The Bill of
Portland is sometimes NE to WSW, the general direction is
parallel with the coast. The tendency is very pronounced
during the warmer months and it is particularly marked for the
N and S directions.

This is a land and sea breeze effect reinforced by the config-
uration of the river mouth. The effect is substantially repeated
in similar topographical situations, in particular at Plymouth.

Tides—Currents.—A series of Tidal Stream Atlases, which
shows the state of the currents on an hourly basis, is published
by the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office for the English
Channel and Dover Strait (NP 250 and NP 233).

Regulations—Reporting Systems.—The Ship Movement
Reporting System (MAREP) is a voluntary reporting system
and its objectives are to assist the mariner, to improve safety of
navigation in the English Channel and Dover Strait, and to re-
duce the risk of pollution off the coasts of the United Kingdom
and France in this area.

Vessels are requested to report to the appropriate shore sta-
tion when approaching the following:

1. The TSS off Ile d’Ouessant.
2. The TSS off Casquets.
3. The TSS within the Dover Strait.

For further details of MAREP, see Pub. 140, Sailing Direc-
tions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Adjacent
Seas.

The Dover Strait Reporting System (CALDOVREP) is a
mandatory reporting system under SOLAS regulations which
operates in a 65-mile stretch of the Dover Traffic Separation
Scheme (TSS). In order to enhance safe navigation, shore
based facilities at Gris Nez Traffic and Dover Coastguard mon-
itor shipping movements and provide information pertaining to
navigational hazards and weather conditions. For further de-
tails concerning CALDOVREDP, see paragraph 6.2.

The CORSEN-OUESSANT Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) is
a mandatory reporting system under SOLAS regulations which
operates within a 40-mile circular area centered on Ile d’Oues-
sant. For further details of this VTS, see paragraph 3.1.

The Jobourg Vessel Traffic Service (VTS), known as MAN-
CHERERP, is a mandatory reporting system under SOLAS regu-
lations which operates in an area covering the Traffic
Separation Scheme (TSS) off Les Casquets. For further details
of this VTS, see paragraph 4.1.

Note.—Due to the CALDOVEP, CORSEN-OUESSANT,
and MANCHEREP reporting systems being mandatory, ves-
sels are advised that these systems take preference in those spe-
cific areas over the Ship Movement Report System (MAREP),
which is voluntary.

Special regulations and reporting procedures apply to tank-
ers transporting hydrocarbons and to vessels transporting dan-
gerous substances navigating in the approaches to the French
coasts of the North Sea, the English Channel, and the Atlantic
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4 Sector 1. England—South Coast—English Channel Approaches—The Scilly Isles to Start Point

Ocean between the Belgian border and Spanish border. Such
vessels preparing to pass through or stop within French Territo-
rial Waters are required to send a message to the appropriate
CROSS station giving their intended movements. In addition,
such vessels must use the designated Mandatory Access
Routes and Channels when approaching a port or roadstead.
For further details of these special procedures, see Pub. 140,
Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and
Adjacent Seas.

An Automatic Ship Identification and ship reporting system
(AIRS) has been established to monitor the movements of ves-
sels around the British Isles including the Dover Strait. The
system utilizes the capability of the VHF DSC installations ad-
opted for the Global Marine Distress and Safety System
(GMDSS). For further details of AIRS, see Pub. 140, Sailing
Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Adja-
cent Seas.

The WETREP (Western Europe Tanker Reporting System) is
a VTS system, under SOLAS regulations, which operates in
the W approaches to Spain, Portugal, France, Belgium, the
United Kingdom (including the Shetland Islands), and Ireland.
This system is mandatory for all oil tankers over 600 dwt car-
rying heavy crude oil, heavy fuel oil, or bitumen and tar and
their emulsions. It does not apply to warships, naval auxiliary,
or other vessels owned or operated by a contracting govern-
ment and used, for the time being, only on government non-
commercial service. For further details, see Pub. 140, Sailing
Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Adja-
cent Seas.

The WETREP (Western Europe Tanker Reporting System)
operating areas have also been designated by the IMO as Par-
ticularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA). For further details of PS-
SA, see Pub. 140, Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) North
Atlantic Ocean and Adjacent Seas.

Regulations—General.—The European Union (EU) has in-
troduced legislation whereby inspections (EI) of high risk ves-
sels must take place every 12 months. High risk vessels include
oil tankers over 15 years and over 3,000 gt, gas and chemical
tankers over 10 years old, bulk carriers over 12 years old, and
passenger ships over 15 years old (excluding those covered by
the EU Ferry Directive). For further details see Pub. 140, Sail-
ing Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Ad-
jacent Seas.

Signals.—International traffic signals displayed at the ma-
jority of ports described within this volume are, as follows:

1. Three red lights displayed vertically indicate that ves-
sels shall not proceed.

2. Three red flashing lights displayed vertically indicate
that there is an emergency and all vessels must stop or divert
according to instructions.

3. Three green lights displayed vertically indicate that
vessels may proceed in one-way traffic.

4. Three lights displayed vertically, the two upper lights
being green and the lower one being white, indicate that ves-
sels may proceed in two-way traffic.

5. Three lights displayed vertically, the upper and lower
lights being green and the center light being white, indicate
that vessels may proceed only when they have obtained spe-
cific instructions to do so.

Directions—Traffic Separation Schemes.—Within the ar-

ea covered by this volume, Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS)
and Inshore Traffic Zones have been established in the follow-
ing areas:

1. To the W and S of the Scilly Isles, and between those

islands and the English coast.

2. To the NW of Ile d’Ouessant.

3. To the N of Casquets.

4. In Dover Strait.

All these Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS) are IMO-adopt-
ed and Rule 10 of The International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea (72 COLREGS) applies.

Special provisions have been adopted by IMO for use in the
TSS lying NW of Ile d’Ouessant. French national regulations
govern navigation in the Inshore Traffic Zone of this scheme
and certain channels off the NW coast of Bretagne.

For details of the IMO special provisions and French regula-
tions, see paragraph 3.1.

For details of the TSS lying N of Casquets, see paragraph
4.1.

For details of the TSS lying within the Dover Strait, see para-
graphs 6.2 and 7.1.

Directions—Routes.—Vessels making a landfall SSW of
Bishops Rock (49°52'N., 6°27'W.) and proceeding to Dover
Strait should pass through the Traffic Separation Scheme
(TSS) lying S of the Scilly Isles. They should then continue in
a general E direction for about 135 miles and pass through the
Off Casquets TSS (49°43'N., 2°22'W.).

Vessels making a landfall W of Bishops Rock (49°52'N.,
6°27'W.) and intending to proceed N should pass through the
TSS lying W of the Scilly Isles.

Vessels making a landfall WSW of Wolf Rock (49°57'N.,
5°48'W.) and intending to proceed N should pass through the
Off Land’s End TSS lying E of the Scilly Isles between Seven
Stones (50°02'N., 6°07'W.) and Longships, 14 miles E. For re-
strictions concerning this TSS, see Pub. 142, Sailing Directions
(Enroute) Ireland and the West Coast of England.

Directions—Navigation.—The Netherlands Hydrographic
Service publishes, in English, a Deep Draft Planning Guide
covering the Deep Draft Route through Dover Strait to Eu-
ropoort for vessels with drafts over 20.7m. However, the con-
tents of the guide are not necessarily endorsed in every detail
by the British authorities.

Vessels with drafts up to 22m, and up to 22.6m in favorable
conditions, can use this Deep Draft Route. However, the rec-
ommended underkeel clearances should be taken into consider-
ation.

For further details of the Deep Draft Routes within the Dover
Strait and S part of the North Sea, see paragraph 6.2.

The United Kingdom Hydrographic Office publishes the
Mariners’ Routing Guide (chart 5500) which depicts routes
through the English Channel, Dover Strait, and the S part of the
North Sea as far as the entrance to Europoort. The guide also
provides details concerning regulations, pilotage, and radio
services.

The IMO has adopted a recommendation that all vessels nav-
igating in the English Channel and Dover Strait should carry
the latest edition of this guide or other equivalent publications.

The Channel Navigation Information Service (CNIS) is op-
erated from Dover Strait Coast Guard and CROSSMA Griz
Nez. It provides information by scheduled broadcasts or on re-
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quest to vessels uncertain of their position on passage through
the Dover Strait.

Caution.—It is reported (2006) that 32 locations around the
United Kingdom coasts have been identified as Marine Envi-
ronmental High Risk Areas (MEHRASs). Vessels should exer-
cise even more caution than usual when navigating within
these areas. For further details of MEHRAs, see Pub. 140, Sail-
ing Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Ad-
jacent Seas.

Approaching the English Channel

1.2 The continental shelf, which is approximately delin-
eated by the 200m curve, lies more than 200 miles W of the
SW coast of England. It may generally be recognized in calm
weather by the numerous ripplings in its vicinity, and in bois-
terous weather by a turbulent sea and the sudden alteration in
the color of the water from a dark blue to green.

Within the 200m curve, the shoaling is irregular due to the
banks and ridges described below; however, in general the sur-
roundings shoal gradually E, the depth on a line joining lle
d’Ouessant and Bishop Rock being almost uniformly about
100m, decreasing a little within 20 miles of the Scilly Isles.

Approaching the English Channel from W, it is essential to
use every opportunity to ascertain the vessel’s position until a
landfall is made. Although soundings will be of service, they
give no exact determination of position as the inequalities in
depths are generally too slight, with the exception of Hurd
Deep (49°30'N., 3°30'W.). Careful consideration should be giv-
en to the effects of wind, currents, and tidal current in order to
ensure keeping S of the Scilly Isles. Recent prevailing S and
SW winds, combined with the influence of surface drift and
tidal current, almost always result in a N set.

In low visibility, vessels should not approach the Scilly Isles
within a depth of 100m unless certain of their position.

When approaching Ile d’Ouessant, which is surrounded by
dangers, vessels should guard against the danger of setting E.
Caution is also needed when rounding this island, as the tidal
currents are strong and the extent of their influence to seaward
is undetermined.

In low visibility, Hurd Deep will indicate the approach to
Casquets from NW and N. Approaching from the W, vessels
can avoid the dangers off Casquets, Alderney, and Cap de la
Hague by following Hurd Deep.

In navigating the English Channel it is important that the
mariner be acquainted with the general system of winds, as
well as with the incidence of poor visibility. To this must be
added the caution that the wind has a considerable effect on the
strength and direction of the tidal current, as well as on the
range of the tides.

The tidal currents are strong in the central part of the English
Channel, especially at spring tides in the area lying between
Portland, Isle of Wight, and the Cotentin Peninsula; strong
winds opposing the tidal current raise steep seas which can be
hazardous for small vessels.

Numerous ports and anchorages where vessels may seek
shelter are found on both the English and French coasts; how-
ever, apart from the harbors of Dartmouth and Tor Bay, there is
little shelter during strong SW winds between Start Point
(50°13'N., 3°40'W.) and The Bill of Portland, 50 miles ENE.

A series of ridges, all of which lie in a NE to SW direction,
are located W and SW of the Scilly Isles (49°52'N., 6°20'W.),
within the continental shelf. However, some of these ridges, al-
though being of considerable length, are very narrow.

The positions given below indicate the approximate location
of the least depth on the named banks. It is to be noted that oth-
er shallower depths of less than 90m exist in this incompletely
surveyed area.

Great Sole Bank (49°53'N., 9°36'W.), with depths of 95 to
126m, lies about 30 miles within the W edge of the continental
shelf and 140 miles W of the Scilly Isles.

Cockburn Bank (50°01'N., 8°45'W.), with a least depth of
82m, and Jones Bank (49°53'N., 7°58'W.), with a least depth
of 71m, lie between Great Sole Bank and the Scilly Isles.

Another depth of 73m lies 35 miles WSW of Jones Bank.

Melville Knoll (49°14'N., 8°16'W.), with a least depth of
104m, lies about 35 miles SSW of Jones Bank.

Little Sole Bank (48°27'N., 8°53'W.) lies between the edge
of the continental shelf and Ile d’Ouessant (48°27'N., 5°08'W.).
It has a least depth of 115m and consists of fine sand.

Shamrock Knoll (48°11'N., 7°34'W.), with depths of 95 to
128m, and Parsons Bank (48°25'N., 6°32'W.) lie 50 miles W
of Ile d’Ouessant. Over Parsons Bank and within about 10
miles of it, the depths decrease from 148 to 99m and then in-
crease again to 131m.

Kaiser-i-hind Bank (48°06'N., 6°34'W.), with a least depth
of 117m, lies about 15 miles S of Parsons Bank.

Between Parsons Bank and Ile d’Ouessant, the bottom is
more even and there are depths of 100m or more lying up to
within about 3.5 miles of the W danger located of Ile d’Oues-
sant.

La Fosse d’Ouessant, a remarkable trench, lies about 5 miles
NW of Ile d’Ouessant. It is about 1 mile wide and has depths of
118 to 190m.

The bottom of the W approaches to the English Channel ap-
pears to consist mainly of fine or coarse sand, a great deal of
broken shell, and occasional patches of pebbles, gravel, and
small stones. Mud may be found in places now and then. The
sand is mostly white; although, in many places it is yellow,
with black specks. The black specks are often found mixed
both with the white and yellow sand; they are very fine, resem-
bling fine cinder dust.

The greater proportion of yellow sand lies S of the parallel of
49°30'N, and that of black specks N of that line. This distribu-
tion is very marked, especially between the meridians of
9°40'W and 7°30'W.

Hurd Deep (49°30'N., 3°30'W.), with general depths of
more than 90m, is 2 to 3 miles wide. It extends about 80 miles
NE from a position located 38 miles N of Ile de Batz
(48°45'N., 4°00'W.). In the NE part, lying about 9 miles NW of
Casquets, the depths increase to about 170m. Although there
are sudden variations in depths in various parts of the English
Channel, there is none so marked as that of Hurd Deep.

Several fields of sand waves exist in the W part of the En-
glish Channel in deep water. The waves tend torunina N to S
direction. Two such fields are centered about 17 miles and 33
miles SE of Eddystone Light (50°11'N., 4°16'W.). Each field
extends about 15 miles in a N to S direction and 10 miles in an
E to W direction. A third field is centered about 30 miles SE of
Start Point (50°13'N., 3°38'W.). It extends about 10 miles in a

Pub. 191



6 Sector 1. England—South Coast—English Channel Approaches—The Scilly Isles to Start Point

N to S direction and 12 miles in an E to W direction. Average
amplitudes are from 1 to 2m, with a maximum amplitude of
5m, and average wavelengths are between 100 and 300m. Av-
erage amplitudes are from 5 to 15m with occasional sand
waves exceeding heights of 20m. The average wavelengths are
between 250 and 1,500m.

For information concerning fields of sand waves in the Do-
ver Strait, see paragraph 6.2.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is available at every port of any conse-
quence on the British side of the English Channel and in the
Channel Islands; relevant details are provided under the indi-
vidual port descriptions. Mandatory pilotage for French ports
is determined by the tonnage or length of a vessel, which is de-
fined in the port description. Pilotage is obligatory for all ves-
sels carrying hydrocarbons or dangerous substances.

Vessels inbound for ports in NW Europe, including the Brit-
ish Isles and The Baltic Sea, may embark deep-sea pilots be-
fore reaching the complex Traffic Separation Schemes and
Deep Water Routes in the Dover Strait and the North Sea areas.
Such pilots should be requested in advance through the various
pilotage agencies based in the British Isles or other European
countries.

Deep-sea pilots are normally embarked by prior arrangement
off Brixham or Cherbourg for ports in NW Europe and The
Baltic.

Caution.—British and French submarines exercise frequent-
ly in the English Channel and in its W approaches. As per Pre-
fectural Order 2020/09 English Channel and North Sea,
approaching within 500m of a surfaced submarine or an air-
craft carrier is prohibited at any time within the internal and
territorial waters of the English Channel and Rades de Cher-
bourg. For the full text of the law, the French authorities should
be contacted. The limits of submarine exercise areas are gener-
ally indicated on the charts.

Firing and bombing practices and other defense exercises
take place within areas lying about 40 miles of the English
coast.

Several former mine areas, within which sea bottom activi-
ties are prohibited, are situated in the English Channel.

Several explosive deposit zones, for use of vessels with sus-
picious devices, lie in French waters.

For further details of the above areas, see Pub. 140, Sailing
Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Adja-
cent Seas.

Disused explosives dumping ground areas lie at the E and W
ends of Hurd Deep (49°30'N., 3°30'W.).

Transhipment of liquid cargo between tankers takes place
regularly in Lyme Bay and in the NW part of Baie de la Seine.
Vessels engaged in those operations may be at anchor, or other-
wise unable to maneuver, and should be given a wide berth.

Crossing traffic in parts of the English Channel and Dover
Strait increases the risk of collision in these areas. Extreme
caution is advised.

High speed ferries may be encountered in the English Chan-
nel and Dover Strait.

Fishing vessels of various sizes and of different nationalities
may be encountered throughout the English Channel and Do-
ver Strait.

Drilling rigs may operate in the English Channel throughout
the year. Buoys, barges, and other equipment associated with

the rigs may be moored within 1.5 miles of them and should be
given a wide berth.

Seismic and other survey vessels, operating in connection
with oil and gas rigs, may be encountered throughout the En-
glish Channel.

As stated in the Mariners’ Routing Guide (chart 5500), ves-
sels using TSS traffic lanes must proceed at a safe speed, tak-
ing particular account of conditions such as reduced visibility.
It must be noted that vessels on through routes do not have any
special privileges or right of way.

The Scilly Isles

1.3  The Scilly Isles (49°55'N., 6°