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Preface

Pub. 141, Sailing Directions (Enroute) Scotland, Sixteenth
Edition, 2018, is issued for use in conjunction with Pub. 140,
Sailing Directions (Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and
Adjacent Seas. Companion volumes are Pubs. 142, 143, 145,
146, 147, and 148.

Digital Nautical Charts 19 and 20 provide electronic chart
coverage for the area covered by this publication.

This publication has been corrected to 21 July 2018, includ-
ing Notice to Mariners No. 29 of 2018. Subsequent updates
have corrected this publication to 6 November 2021, including
Notice to Mariners No. 45 of 2021.

Explanatory Remarks

Sailing Directions are published by the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency (NGA) under the authority of Department
of Defense Directive 5105.60, dated 29 July 2009, and pursu-
ant to the authority contained in U. S. Code Title 10, Chapter
22, Section 451 and Title 44, Section 1336. Sailing Directions,
covering the harbors, coasts, and waters of the world, provide
information that cannot be shown graphically on nautical
charts and is not readily available elsewhere.

Sailing Directions (Enroute) include detailed coastal and
port approach information which supplements the largest scale
chart produced by the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency. This publication is divided into geographic areas
called “Sectors.”

Bearings.—Bearings are true, and are expressed in degrees
from 000° (north) to 360°, measured clockwise. General
bearings are expressed by the initial letters of the points of the
compass (e.g. N, NNE, NE, etc.). Adjective and adverb
endings have been discarded. Wherever precise bearings are
intended, degrees are used.

Charts.—Reference to charts made throughout this
publication refer to both the paper chart and the Digital
Nautical Chart (DNC).

Corrective Information.—Users should refer corrections,
additions, and comments to NGA’s Maritime Operations Desk,

| as follows:

NGA Maritime—Contact Information

Maritime Operations Desk

Toll free 1-800-362-6289
571-557-5455

DSN 547-5455

E-mail navsafety @nga.mil

Maritime Safety Office

|
|
|
| Commercial
|
|
|
|

DNC web site https://dnc.nga.mil

NGA Maritime—Contact Information
Maritime Domain . . .
web site https://msi.nga.mil
E-mail MarHelp @nga.mil
Maritime Quality
Feedback System | https://marhelp.nga.mil
(MQFS)
Maritime Safety Office
National Geospatial-Intelligence
. Agency
Mailing address | \r.i) Stop N64-SFH
7500 Geoint Drive
Springfield VA 22150-7500

New editions of Sailing Directions are corrected through the
date of publication shown above. This publication is updated as
needed and made available as a downloadable corrected
publication on the NGA Maritime Safety Office web site.

NGA Maritime Safety Office Web Site

https://msi.nga.mil

Courses.—Courses are true, and are expressed in the same
manner as bearings. The directives “steer” and “make good” a
course mean, without exception, to proceed from a point of
origin along a track having the identical meridional angle as
the designated course. Vessels following the directives must
allow for every influence tending to cause deviation from such
track, and navigate so that the designated course is
continuously being made good.

Currents.—Current directions are the true directions toward
which currents set.

Distances.—Distances are expressed in nautical miles of 1
minute of latitude. Distances of less than 1 mile are expressed
in meters, or tenths of miles.

Geographic Names.—Geographic names are generally
those used by the nation having sovereignty. Names in paren-
theses following another name are alternate names that may
appear on some charts. In general, alternate names are quoted
only in the principal description of the place. Diacritical marks,
such as accents, cedillas, and circumflexes, which are related to
specific letters in certain foreign languages, are not used in the
interest of typographical simplicity.

Geographic names or their spellings do not necessarily re-
flect recognition of the political status of an area by the United
States Government.

Heights.—Heights are referred to the plane of reference
used for that purpose on the charts and are expressed in meters.

Internet Links.—This publication provides Internet links to
web sites concerned with maritime navigational safety, includ-
ing but not limited to, Federal government sites, foreign Hy-
drographic Offices, and foreign public/private port facilities.
NGA makes no claims, promises, or guarantees concerning the
accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of these
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web sites and expressly disclaims any liability for errors and
omissions in the contents of these web sites.

International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS)
Code.—The ISPS Code is a comprehensive set of measures to
enhance the security of ships and port facilities developed in
response to the perceived threats to ships and port facilities in
the wake of the 9/11 attacks in the United States. Information
on the ISPS Code can be found at the International Maritime
Organization web site:

International Maritime Organization Home Page

http://www.imo.org

Lights and Fog Signals.—Lights and fog signals are not
described, and light sectors are not usually defined. The Light
Lists should be consulted for complete information.

National Ocean Claims.—Information on national ocean
claims and maritime boundary disputes, which have been com-
piled from the best available sources, is provided solely in the
interest of the navigational safety of shipping and in no way
constitutes legal recognition by the United States. These non-
recognized claims and requirements may include, but are not
limited to:

1. A requirement by a state for advance permission or
notification for innocent passage of warships in the territorial
sea.

2. Straight baseline, internal waters, or historic waters
claims.

3. The establishment of a security zone, where a state
claims to control activity beyond its territorial sea for securi-
ty reasons unrelated to that state’s police powers in its terri-
tory, including its territorial sea.

Radio Navigational Aids.—Radio navigational aids and ra-
dio weather services are not described in detail. Publication
No. 117 Radio Navigational Aids and NOAA Publication, Se-
lected Worldwide Marine Weather Broadcasts, should be con-
sulted.

Soundings.—Soundings are referred to the datum of the
charts and are expressed in meters.

Telephone and Facsimile Numbers.—Within this publica-
tion, the international telephone and facsimile numbers provid-
ed as contact information contain the minimum digits
necessary to dial. Please note that these contact numbers do not
include additional digits or special characters, such as (0) or
(+), which may be required when dialing. The necessity of
such digits and characters depend upon numerous factors and
conditions, such as the user’s geolocation and service provider.
Mariners are advised to consult their communications equip-
ment and service provider manuals for guidance.

Time.—Time is normally expressed as local time unless
specifically designated as Universal Coordinated Time (UTC).

Time Zone.—The Time Zone description(s), as well as in-
formation concerning the use of Daylight Savings Time, are in-
cluded. The World Time Zone Chart is available on the Inter-
net at the web site given below.

Standard Time Zone of the World Chart

https://www.cia.gov/maps/world-regional

U.S. Maritime Advisory System.—The U.S. Maritime
Advisory System is a streamlined inter-agency approach to
identifying and promulgating maritime security threats. The
system replaces Special Warnings to Mariners (State
Department), MARAD Advisories (Maritime Administration),
and Marine Safety Information Bulletins (U.S. Coast Guard)
and consists of the following items:

1. U.S. Maritime Alert—Provides basic information (lo-
cation, incident, type, date/time) on reported maritime secu-
rity threats to U.S. maritime industry interests. U.S.
Maritime alerts do not contain policy or recommendations
for specific courses of information.

2. U.S. Maritime Advisory—Provides more detailed in-
formation, when appropriate, through a “whole-of-govern-
ment” response to an identified maritime threat.

Maritime Administration (MARAD)—U.S.
Maritime Advisory System

https://www.marad.dot.gov/environment-and-safety/
office-of-security/msci

Winds.—Wind directions are the true directions from which
winds blow.

Reference List

The principal sources examined in the preparation of this
publication were:

British Hydrographic Department Sailing Directions.

Various port handbooks.

Reports from United States Naval and merchant vessels and
various shipping companies.

Other U.S. Government publications, reports, and docu-
ments.

Charts, light lists, tide and current tables, and other docu-
ments in possession of the Agency.

Internet web sites, as follows:

1. Courtie, Liz
http://www.isle-of-man.com

Date of Change: 6 November 2021
Notice to Mariners: 45/2021

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 1 Paragraphs 1.5, 1.11, 1.29, 1.30, 1.32, and1.42
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https://www.marad.dot.gov/environment-and-safety/office-of-security/msci
https://www.marad.dot.gov/environment-and-safety/office-of-security/msci

Date of Change: 6 November 2021

Notice to Mariners: 45/2021

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 3 Paragraphs 3.21 and 3.49
Sector 4 Paragraphs 4.2 and 4.17
Sector 5 Paragraphs 5.7 and 5.39
Sector 6 Paragraph 6.19
Sector 7 Paragraph 7.2
Sector 10 Paragraph 10.20

Date of Change: 6 March 2021

Notice to Mariners: 10/2021

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 5 Paragraph 5.19
Sector 11 Paragraphs 11.5 and 11.9
Sector 13 Paragraph 13.7
Sector 15 Paragraphs 15.32 and 15.63

Date of Change: 26 September 2020

Notice to Mariners: 39/2019

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 1 Paragraphs 1.11, 1.13, 1.15, 1.23, 1.29, 1.30, 1.33, 1.37, 1.38, 1.42, 1.48, and 1.54
Sector 2 Paragraphs 2.27, 2.30, and 2.36
Sector 3 Paragraphs 3.9, 3.21, 3.49, and 3.54
Sector 4 Paragraphs 4.5, 4.6, and 4.41
Sector 5 Paragraphs 5.7, 5.19, 5.22, and 5.53
Sector 7 Paragraph 7.12
Sector 9 Paragraph 9.4
Sector 10 Paragraphs 10.4, 10.8, 10.13, 10.20, and 10.21
Sector 11 Paragraphs 11.3, 11.5, and 11.9
Sector 12 Paragraphs 12.5, 12.9, 12.13, 12.17, and 12.21
Sector 13 Paragraphs 13.7 and 13.8
Sector 14 Paragraphs 14.1, 14.56, 14.60, and 14.76
Sector 15 Paragraphs 15.32, 15.45, and 15.63
Sector 16 Paragraphs 16.5, 16.9, 16.10, 16.11, 16.14, 16.17, 16.20, and 16.25

Date of Change: 28 September 2019

Notice to Mariners: 39/2019

Sector Paragraphs
Sector 1 Paragraph 1.42
Sector 2 Paragraphs 2.22 and 2.27
Sector 5 Paragraph 5.53
Sector 9 Paragraph 9.4
Sector 10 Paragraphs 10.1 and 10.4

Pub. 141



Date of Change: 28 September 2019
Notice to Mariners: 39/2019
Sector Paragraphs
Sector 13 Paragraph 13.6
Sector 16 Paragraph 16.10
Date of Change: 23 February 2019
Notice to Mariners: 8/2019
Sector Paragraphs
Sector 1 Paragraphs 1.11 and 1.13
Sector 9 Paragraphs 9.4 and 9.8
Sector 12 Paragraph 12.15

VI
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Conversion Tables

Feet to Meters

Feet 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.30 0.61 091 122 1.52 1.83 2.13 2.44 2.74
10 3.05 3.35 3.66 3.96 427 457 4.88 5.18 5.49 5.79
20 6.10 6.40 6.71 7.01 732 7.62 7.92 8.23 8.53 8.84
30 9.14 9.45 9.75 1006 | 1036 | 1067 | 1097 | 11.28 | 11.58 | 11.89
40 12.19 | 1250 | 12.80 | 13.11 13.41 1372 | 14.02 | 1433 14.63 14.93
50 1524 | 1554 | 15.85 16.15 1646 | 1676 | 17.07 | 1737 | 17.68 | 17.98
60 1829 | 18.59 | 1890 | 1920 | 19.51 19.81 | 20.12 | 2042 | 2073 | 21.03
70 2134 | 21.64 | 2195 | 2225 | 2255 | 2286 | 23.16 | 2347 | 2377 | 24.08
80 2438 | 24.69 | 2499 | 2530 | 2560 | 2591 | 2621 | 2652 | 2682 | 27.13
90 2743 | 2774 | 28.04 | 2835 | 2865 | 2896 | 2926 | 2957 | 29.87 | 30.17

Fathoms to Meters

Fathoms 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 1.83 3.66 5.49 732 914 | 1097 | 1280 | 14.63 | 16.46
10 1829 | 20.12 | 2195 | 2377 | 2560 | 2743 | 2926 | 31.09 | 3292 | 3475
20 36.58 | 3840 | 4023 | 4206 | 43.89 | 4572 | 4755 | 4938 | 5121 | 53.03
30 5486 | 56.69 | 5852 | 6035 | 62.18 | 6401 | 6584 | 67.67 | 69.49 | 7132
40 73.15 | 7498 | 7681 | 78.64 | 8047 | 8230 | 84.12 | 8595 | 87.78 | 89.61
50 9144 | 9327 | 9510 | 9693 | 98.75 | 100.58 | 102.41 | 104.24 | 106.07 | 107.90
60 109.73 | 111.56 | 113.39 | 11521 | 117.04 | 118.87 | 120.70 | 122.53 | 124.36 | 126.19
70 128.02 | 129.85 | 131.67 | 133.50 | 135.33 | 137.16 | 138.99 | 140.82 | 142.65 | 144.47
80 146.30 | 148.13 | 149.96 | 151.79 | 153.62 | 15545 | 157.28 | 159.11 | 160.93 | 162.76
90 164.59 | 16642 | 168.25 | 170.08 | 171.91 | 173.74 | 175.56 | 177.39 | 179.22 | 181.05

Meters to Feet

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 3.28 6.56 984 | 13.12 | 1640 | 19.68 | 2297 | 2625 | 29.53
10 3281 | 36.09 | 3937 | 4265 | 4593 | 4921 | 5249 | 5577 | 59.06 | 62.34
20 6562 | 6890 | 7218 | 7546 | 78.74 | 8202 | 8530 | 88.58 | 91.86 | 95.14
30 98.42 | 101.71 | 104.99 | 108.27 | 111.55 | 114.83 | 118.11 | 121.39 | 124.67 | 127.95
40 131.23 | 134.51 | 137.80 | 141.08 | 14436 | 147.64 | 150.92 | 15420 | 157.48 | 160.76
50 164.04 | 167.32 | 170.60 | 173.88 | 177.16 | 180.45 | 183.73 | 187.01 | 190.29 | 193.57
60 196.85 | 200.13 | 203.41 | 206.69 | 209.97 | 213.25 | 216.54 | 219.82 | 223.10 | 226.38
70 229.66 | 232.94 | 236.22 | 239.50 | 242.78 | 246.06 | 249.34 | 252.62 | 255.90 | 259.19
80 262.47 | 265.75 | 269.03 | 272.31 | 275.59 | 278.87 | 282.15 | 285.43 | 288.71 | 291.99
90 29528 | 298.56 | 301.84 | 305.12 | 308.40 | 311.68 | 314.96 | 318.24 | 321.52 | 324.80

Meters to Fathoms

Meters 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
0 0.00 0.55 1.09 1.64 2.19 2.73 3.28 3.83 437 4.92
10 5.47 6.01 6.56 7.11 7.66 8.20 8.75 9.30 9.84 | 10.39
20 1094 | 11.48 | 1203 | 1258 | 13.12 | 13.67 | 1422 | 1476 | 1531 15.86
30 1640 | 1695 | 17.50 | 18.04 | 1859 | 19.14 | 19.68 | 2023 | 20.78 | 21.33
40 21.87 | 2242 | 2297 | 2351 | 2406 | 2461 | 2515 | 2570 | 2625 | 26.79
50 2734 | 27.89 | 2843 | 2898 | 2953 | 3007 | 3062 | 31.17 | 31.71 | 3226
60 3281 | 3336 | 3390 | 3445 | 3500 | 3554 | 36.09 | 3664 | 37.18 | 37.73
70 3828 | 38.82 | 3937 | 39.92 | 4046 | 4101 | 4156 | 42.10 | 42.65 | 43.20
80 4374 | 4429 | 4484 | 4538 | 4593 | 46.48 | 47.03 | 4757 | 48.12 | 48.67
90 4921 | 4976 | 5031 | 50.85 | 51.40 | 51.95 | 5249 | 53.04 | 5359 | 54.13
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

Units
°C
cm
cu.m.
dwt
FEU

grt
kHz

Directions
N

NNE

NE

ENE

E

ESE

SE

SSE

Vessel types
LASH

LNG

LPG

OBO

Lo-Lo

Time
ETA
ETD

Water level
MSL

HW

LW

MHW
MLW
HWN

HWS

LWS

LWN

Communications

D/F

R/T
GMDSS
LF

Navigation
LANBY
NAVSAT
ODAS
CBM
MBM

degree(s) Centigrade km
centimeter(s) m
cubic meter(s) mb
deadweight tons MHz
forty-foot equivalent units mm
gross registered tons nrt
kilohertz TEU
north S
northnortheast SSW
northeast SW
eastnortheast WSW
east A\
eastsoutheast WNW
southeast NW
southsoutheast NNW
Lighter Aboard Ship Ro-Ro
Liquified Natural Gas ULCC
Liquified Petroleum Gas VLCC
Ore/Bulk/Oil VLOC
Lift-on Lift-off FSO
estimated time of arrival GMT
estimated time of departure UTC
mean sea level LWS
high water MHWN
low water MHWS
mean high water MLWN
mean low water MLWS
high water neaps HAT
high water springs LAT
low water springs

low water neaps

direction finder MF
radiotelephone HF
Global Maritime Distress and Safety System VHF
low frequency UHF
Large Automatic Navigation Buoy SBM
Navigation Satellite SPM
Ocean Data Acquisition System TSS
Conventional Buoy Mooring System VTC
Multi-Buoy Mooring System VTS

kilometer(s)

meter(s)

millibars

megahertz

millimeter(s)

net registered tons
twenty-foot equivalent units

south
southsouthwest
southwest
westsouthwest
west
westnorthwest
northwest
northnorthwest

Roll-on Roll-off

Ultra Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Crude Carrier

Very Large Ore Carrier

Floating Storage and Offloading
Vessels (System)

Greenwich Mean Time
Coordinated Universal Time

low water springs

mean high water neaps
mean high water springs
mean low water neaps
mean low water springs
highest astronomical tide
lowest astronomical tide

medium frequency
high frequency

very high frequency
ultra high frequency

Single Buoy Mooring
Single Point Mooring
Traffic Separation Scheme
Vessel Traffic Center
Vessel Traffic Service
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The following abbreviations may be used in the text:

Miscellaneous

AIS Automatic Identification System

COLREGS Collision Regulations

IALA International Association of Lighthouse
Authorities

IHO International Hydrographic Organization

IMO International Maritime Organization

LOA length overall

UKC Under keel clearance

MMSI

No./Nos.

PA

PD
Pub.
SOLAS

St./Ste.
ISPS

Maritime Mobile Service Identity
Code

Number/Numbers

Position approximate

Position doubtful

Publication

International Convention for
Safety of Life at Sea

Saint/Sainte

International Ship and Port facility
Security
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SECTOR 1

WEST COAST—THE MULL OF GALLOWAY TO THE MULL OF KINTYRE

Plan.—This sector describes the coast, lochs, and sounds be-
tween the Mull of Galloway and the Mull of Kintyre, including
the Firth of Clyde. The descriptive sequence is from S to N.

General Remarks

1.1  The coast between the Mull of Galloway and the Mull
of Kintyre, two salient promontories, is steep and rocky. Bold
cliffs and headlands are prevalent. Navigable arms of the sea,
known as lochs and firths, indent this coast. The Firth of Clyde,
the most important of the arms, leads into the River Clyde
which fronts the Clydeport area, including Glasgow. Local har-
bors are situated along the shores of the lochs. Ferries ply be-
tween many of these harbors. Extensive harbors are few within
the deepwater lochs because of the mountainous terrain back-
ing the coast.

Tides—Currents.—Information on tides and tidal currents
is shown on charts of the area. The tidal currents close inshore
along this stretch of coast set S on the flood and N on the ebb
and at springs may attain a maximum velocity of 4.5 knots.
Offshore the velocity of the current decreases, until in the mid-
dle of North Channel the rate is about 2.5 knots at springs.
Overfalls and tide rips occur at several places along this coast.

Caution.—There are few off-lying dangers. Buoys mark iso-
lated rocks and detached patches, as well as shoals in inner
reaches and narrows. Several islands lying close offshore pro-
vide a lee for anchorage of small vessels. Anchorages for large
ships are few within the deep-water lochs. There are numerous
mooring buoys. Designated anchorages, clear of dangers, have
been established in the Firth of Clyde for deep-draft ships.

Fishing for herring is conducted throughout the Firth of
Clyde and adjacent areas by ring net vessels and pair trawlers.
The fishing vessels are concentrated at the S end of Arran and
the Ballantrae Banks from June to December. It may be impos-
sible to avoid the fishing nets, but the vessels should be given
as wide a berth as safe navigation permits. Propellers should be
stopped, if possible, when passing between pairs or groups of
fishing vessels.

Marine farms and farming equipments are established in
most sounds, lochs, and inlets, and their approximate positions
are charted when known. Additional farms are being estab-
lished in rapid phase and those may not be reported.

Submarine exercises are conducted, both surfaced and sub-
merged, in the waters within this sector. Vessels should endeav-
or to pass at least 1000m astern of surfaced submarines to
avoid deployed towed array sonars.

The Mull of Galloway to the Firth of Clyde

1.2 The Mull of Galloway (54°38'N., 4°51'W.), a bold
promontory forming the S extremity of the Rhins of Galloway,
is the S point of Scotland. The promontory, steep-to on its S
and W sides, is connected to The Rhins by a narrow isthmus. A
light, frequently obscured by haze or low-lying clouds, is

Courtesy of lan Britton
Mull of Galloway Light

shown from a tower at the SE end of the promontory.

Rhins of Galloway (The Rhins) (54°50'N., 5°00'W.), a hilly
peninsula forming the SW extremity of Scotland, extends 28
miles NNW from the Mull of Galloway to Loch Ryan. The
coast is steep-to and free from known dangers except close
NW of Salt Pans Bay (54°55'N., 5°11'W.), and in the vicinity
of Craig Laggan (54°58'N., 5°11'W.); it should be given a wide
berth if only to avoid adverse currents and tide rips in the vicin-
ity of headlands. Mariners are cautioned that hydrographic data
is based on old leadline surveys and uncharted dangers may ex-
1st.

Beauforts Dyke (54°40'N., 5°10'W.) is a charted deep-water
trench lying in North Channel W of The Rhins with depths of
up to 315m.

Tidal currents run parallel to the Rhins of Galloway as far as
its N extremity, where the outgoing current from the Firth of
Clyde is encountered. The main current then runs toward the
Mull of Kintyre and in the opposite direction when the current
is reversed in the Firth of Clyde.

Caution.—An explosives dumping ground area, the limits of
which are shown on the chart, lies in the vicinity of the trench.
Unexploded ordnance also is reported to lie on the seabed in
the vicinity of the explosives dumping ground area, as noted on
the chart, and in the vicinity of the gas pipeline.

1.3 Crammag Head (54°40'N., 4°58'W.), from which a
light is shown, is located 4.2 miles WNW of the Mull of Gallo-
way. A conspicuous ruined tower stands on a breakwater which
is situated on the S side of Port Logan Bay, about 3.5 miles N
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4 Sector 1. West Coast—The Mull of Galloway to the Mull of Kintyre

of Crammag Head.

Portpatrick (54°51'N., 5°07'W.), a small shallow harbor, is
difficult to enter due to strong tidal currents setting across the
constricted entrance. With moderate to strong SW winds, entry
is impracticable. It is used by fishing vessels and yachts. The
channel has a width of 35m between drying shoals and a least
depth of 0.3m lying close NW of the range line established
from the head of the harbor.

A hotel standing close N of the entrance is conspicuous. The
building of a radio station and adjacent masts standing 0.3 mile
NW of the harbor entrance are conspicuous. The ruins of a cas-
tle stand near the coast, 0.5 mile SE of the entrance. Cairn Pat,
the highest eminence on the peninsula, rises to an elevation of
180m about 3.7 miles ENE of Portpatrick.

Caution.—Submarine cables extend seaward from a point
on the coast about 0.7 mile NW of Portpatrick and are shown
on the chart.

Unexploded ordnance is charted 6.5 miles WSW of Portpat-
rick.

1.4 Black Head is located 1.7 miles NW of Portpatrick.
Killantringan Light is shown from a conspicuous lighthouse
standing on the point. Four prominent masts stand 3.5 miles N
of Black Head. Kinsale Tower, 146m high, stands 0.7 mile ESE
of the masts and is almost hidden by trees. A prominent monu-
ment, 123m high, stands 1.7 miles ENE of the masts and is
sometimes mistaken for the tower.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Killantringan Light

Corsewall Point (55°00'N., 5°10'W.) is the NW extremity of
Rhins of Galloway. A fringing reef in the vicinity of the point
extends as far as Craig Laggan with a drying rock marked by a
beacon, lying 2.2 miles SSW. A light is shown from a conspic-
uous tower standing on the point. A helicopter landing area is
situated close to the light. A prominent radio mast stands about
1 mile SSW of Corsewall Point.

Caution.—Potentially hazardous unexploded ordnance is

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Corsewall Point Light

reported to exist on the seabed both along the route of the
charted gas pipeline and also in the areas indicated to the N and
NE of Beaufort’s Dyke Explosives Dumping Grounds. Any ac-
tivity that may disturb the seabed should not be carried out in
these areas.

1.5 Loch Ryan (54°58'N., 5°02'W.) is entered between
Milleur Point (55°01'N., 5°06'W.) and Finnarts Point, about
1.5 miles ENE. The E side of the entrance is formed by steep
cliffs and the W side is low, as is the head of the loch. The port
authority for the loch is situated at Stranraer, at the head of
Loch Ryan.

Loch Ryan Port Home Page

http://www.lochryanport.co.uk

A monument, atop a high hill within the W side of the loch,
and a church tower, at the head of the loch, are both conspicu-
ous. A radio mast stands 0.7 mile SSW of Milleur Point and is
prominent. A lighted buoy, moored about 0.2 mile NE of Mil-
leur Point, marks foul ground extending seaward from the
point.

Tidal currents are rotary in the loch entrance. Within the en-
trance the current runs parallel to the fairway. Northwest gales
raise a sea at the entrance and in the outer part of the loch while
within the loch winds from the N and NE may be most danger-
ous.

Loch Ryan, 7.5 miles long, has a width of about 2 miles
throughout its inner half. There is a least depth of 7.3m in the
fairway to a position off Cairnryan Ferry Terminal. South of
the terminal, a least depth of 5.2m exists in the fairway to a po-

| sition off the entrance to the dredged channel. A ferry terminal
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with two berths, designated North Quay and South Quay, is lo-
cated 0.7 mile NNW of Cairn Point. Each quay is 250m in
length with an alongside depth of 9.2m. The fairway in the vi-
cinity of Cairn Point (54°58'N., 4°02'W.), from which a light is
shown, is restricted to a width of 300m by fringing shoals
which become quite extensive as far as Leffnoll Point, 2 miles
SSE of Cairn Point. A channel, 100m wide, and the basin be-
tween East Pier and Ross Pier have been dredged to 5m for a
distance of 2.5 miles N from Stranaer Harbor entrance. Three
lighted beacons mark its W side. Anchoring is prohibited in its
vicinity.

The Spit (54°57'N., 5°02'W.), a partly-drying tongue, ex-
tends SE to the fairway from Kirkcolm Point (54°58'N.,
5°03'W.), located opposite Cairn Point. A lighted buoy marks
the SE end of The Spit.

1.6 Cairnryan (54°58'N., 5°01'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33575), a jetty extending 570m SSE from Cairn Point, has
depths of 3.0 to 8.3m along its SW side. The jetty is in a state
of disrepair and is unsafe for berthing. The seabed is foul from
shipbreaking activity in this area.

Tidal currents in the vicinity of the wharf set obliquely on or
off the wharf.

Two ferry terminals are situated about 0.7 mile SSE and 0.7
mile NNW, respectively of Cairn Point.

The S terminal is protected from the N by a short breakwater.
There are two berths on the SW and NW sides of the terminal,
each of which provides a ro-ro facility.

Pilotage is not compulsory, nor are licensed pilots available.
A navigating officer with local knowledge is available and can
be contacted through Stranraer Port Radio Station. Ships are
met NE of Milleur Point.

1.7  Stranraer (54°54'N., 5°02'W.) (World Port Index No.
33570), a resort town, is situated at the head of Loch Ryan. Its
shallow drying harbor, which is enclosed by two converging
piers, has a navigable entrance 100m wide.

During NW winds, the heaviest seas develop close seaward
of the entrance, off Millieur Point, especially during the N tidal
current. Within the loch, winds from the N and NE are reported
to be the most dangerous.

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise about 2.8m at springs and
1.9m at neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—Ross Pier lies within the harbor,
100m SW of East Pier. The approach to the harbor entrance
and the basin between East Pier and Ross Pier are dredged to a
depth of S5m. The harbor SW of Ross Pier was dredged to depth
of S5m.

East Pier has a length of 180m with an alongside depth of
3.5m This berth is primarily used for ferry, ro-ro and passenger
vessels. This berth has been reported closed in June 2018.

Ross Pier is 175m long and can accommodate ferry vessels
up to 7,000 tons. A ro-ro terminal is located at the root of the
pier. This berth has been reported closed in June 2018.

West Pier has a berth located on its E side, with a length of
70m and an alongside depth of 3.5m This berth is primarily
used for yachts and small fishing vessels.

The port can accommodate vessels of up to 128m in length
with drafts up to Sm at East Pier.

Aspect.—A prominent church tower stands on the W side of

the town. Agnew Monument stands on the skyline to the W of
the loch.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not compulsory. Licensed pilots are
not available, but a local navigating officer can be made avail-
able on request and boards near Milleur Point Lighted Buoy.

Regulations.—Special regulations are in force for vessels
carrying petroleum and carbide of calcium. The port authority
should be contacted with regard to these regulations prior to ar-
rival.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 4.1m,
mud, about 0.5 mile N of East Pier.

Lady Bay (55°00'N., 5°05'W.) is sheltered from all except
NE winds.

Caution.—Foul ground is located in position 55°00'18"N,
5°03'42"W.

The Firth of Clyde and Approaches

1.8 The Firth of Clyde (55°19'N., 5°00'W.) is ap-
proached between Corsewall Point and the Mull of Kintyre, 28
miles NW. About 20 miles within the entrance lies Arran Is-
land (55°30'N., 5°13'W.), dividing the waterway into the Firth
of Clyde and Kilbrannan Sound. At the inner end of the sound
lies Inchmarnoch Water, which is connected to the Firth of
Clyde by Bute Sound. The entrance to the firth lies between
Turnberry Point (55°19'N., 4°51'W.) and the SE end of Arran
Island.

Ailsa Craig (55°15'N., 5°07'W.), a rocky steep islet accessi-
ble only on its NE side, lies in the seaward approach to the
Firth of Clyde. It rises to an elevation of 337m and is a good ra-
dar target. A light is shown from a prominent tower standing
on a spit at the E side of the islet. A small pier is situated close
NW of the tower.

Winds—Weather.—Strong S and W winds raise the water
level in the Firth of Clyde; N and E winds lower the level.
These changes are greatest in the inner firth and entrance to the
River Clyde, especially with SW winds. It was reported (2010)
that, even in clear weather, a haze was observed obscuring all
but the most prominent navigational aids beyond a range of 7
miles.

Tides—Currents.—The flood current expands after passing
the Mull of Kintyre and its NE part impinges on Bennane Head
(55°08'N., 5°00'W.), where it divides. One branch sets NNE
along the Ayrshire coast where it is rather weak in the outer
firth, becoming stronger within the firth as it runs parallel to
the coast. Velocities increase during springs off salient points
and in constricted channels. The currents divide around the
Cumbrae Islands, becoming weak to the head of the firth. De-
tailed information is shown on charts of the area.

Depths—Limitations.—There are few charted dangers.
Rocky ledges fringe the coasts for as far as 0.5 mile in places.
Depths in the firth will permit entry of deep-draft vessels. The
upper firth is constricted at its entrance by the Cumbrae Is-
lands.

Caution.—Submarines carry out maneuvers in the Firth of
Clyde and the approaches to adjacent lochs and sounds.

Vessels navigating in the recommended channels should be
considered to be in “narrow channel” within Rule 9 of “Navi-
gation Rules (72 COLREGS).”

Skelmorlie Channel is a one-way channel northbound for
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Pladda (foreground) and Ailsa Craig (background) from NW

vessels with drafts greater than 15m.

The Firth of Clyde—East Side

1.9 Finnarts Point (55°02'N., 5°03'W.) marks the E en-
trance of Loch Ryan. The coast NNE of the point is steep and
cliffy. Two towers and a bridge about 4.5 miles NNE of the
point are conspicuous.

Bennane Head (55°08'N., 5°00'W.) is a salient, rounded,
and steep-to headland off which tidal currents converge, caus-
ing tide rips which extend at least 1 mile off the head. Detached
shoal patches lie as far as 3.5 miles offshore. A prominent silo
stands 0.2 mile ESE of the point.

Girvan Harbor (55°15'N., 4°52'W.) is shallow, formed by
breakwaters, and fronted by foul ground. Coasters with local
knowledge, fishing vessels, and pleasure craft use the harbor in
which silting occurs. The entrance channel has a controlling
depth of 2.6m, however, depths over the bar vary with freshets
and changes in wind. Vessels of up to 50m in length, 9m beam,
and 3.5m draft may be handled at HW. A prominent slender
spire stands close E of the harbor. A conspicuous radio mast
and a conspicuous television tower stand close N and 3.5 miles
E, respectively, of the town.

Turnberry Point (55°19'N., 4°51'W.) is a low but conspicu-
ous promontory. A castle, in ruins, stands at the NE side of the
point which is marked by a cairn. A light is shown from a tow-
er, 24m high, situated near the ruins. Brest Rocks, extending up
to 0.5 mile offshore 1 mile S of Turnberry Point, are marked by
a beacon.

1.10 Barwhin Point (55°21'N., 4°48'W.) divides Maiden-
head Bay and Culzean Bay, the former encumbered with foul
ground; the latter has a castle standing near the cliffs at its S
end. From the point, the coast forming the E side of the outer

part of the Firth of Clyde recedes to form Ayr Bay and Irvine
Bay. The shores of these bays are fronted by shoals and rocky
patches extending as far as 3 miles offshore.

Dunure Harbor (55°24'N., 4°45'W.), a fishing harbor
formed by two breakwaters, has a depth of 2.7m at HW. A tow-
er marks the SW side of the entrance. Three radio masts stand
on a hill about 2 miles E of the harbor.

Heads of Ayr (55°26'N., 4°42'W.), a broad and conspicuous
headland consisting of steep, vertical cliffs, rises 2 miles NE of
Dunure.

Ayr Bay (55°30'N., 4°40'W.), entered between the Heads of
Ayr and the Troon Peninsula, 6.5 miles NNE, is cluttered with
numerous shoal patches. The River Ayr flows into Ayr Harbor,
formed by two breakwaters. The conspicuous ruins of a castle
stand on the edge of a cliff 1.5 miles ENE of the Heads of Ayr.
Black Rocks, above and below-water rocks, lie in the N part of
the bay about 3.5 miles N of Ayr.

Two towers stand on the isle and a light is shown from a con-
spicuous white beacon.

Caution.—Shallower depths than those shown on the chart
may be encountered in this part of the bay. The passage be-
tween Lady Isle and the coast E should only be traversed by
small vessels with local knowledge.

A spoil ground area lies 1.7 miles S of Lady Isle and may
best be seen on the chart.

1.11 Ayr Harbor (55°28'N., 4°38'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33560), at the mouth of the River Ayr, is protected by a
pier and detached breakwater at the entrance. Ayr Harbor is
formed by the banks of the River Ayr, which are quayed at the
mouth of the river, and by Griffin Dock, a tidal basin which ex-
tends NE from the inner end of the entrance channel. The port
is a fishing and industrial complex which handles the transport
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of scrap metal, coal, fertilizer, timber, and cement.

Ayr Harbor Home Page

http://www.abports.co.uk/locations/ayr

Winds—Weather.—Winds from W raise a swell at the har-
bor entrance. After heavy rains a strong current flows through
the entrance setting vessels off course. Fresh S winds raise the
water level, and N and NE winds lower the water level.

Ice.—Ice in the harbor is carried to sea by the ebb current.

Depths—Limitations.—The least charted depth on the
range line over the bar is 3.6m lying 0.3 mile W of South Pier
Light. The width of the channel between the pier and breakwa-
ter is 60m.

River Quay has a length of 549m and an alongside depth of
6.7m. Griffin Dock has a length of 610m and alongside depths
of 6m at HW.

Vessels up to 4,000 tons, with a maximum length of 110m
and a maximum draft of 6.2m, can be handled at the river
berths. Vessels up to 3,500 tons, with a maximum length of
95m, a maximum beam of 18m, and a maximum draft of 5.8,
can be handled at Griffin Dock.

Aspect.—Range lights, in line bearing 098°, lead through
the approach fairway. The spire atop the Town Hall on the S
bank of the river is prominent. A gas tank and the Pavilion
Building stand about 0.5 mile ENE and 0.5 mile SSE, respec-
tively, of the harbor entrance and are conspicuous.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for vessels exceeding
65m loa and vessels under 65m loa carrying dangerous bulk
cargo, carrying more than 12 passengers, or deemed to be a po-
tential hazard to navigation.

Pilotage is available 24 hours. The vessel’s ETA and a re-
quest for pilotage should be sent 12 hours in advance. Pilots
board in position SW of South Pier Light.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Ayr Harbor—
Contact Information.

1.12 Irvine Bay (55°36'N., 4°45'W.) is formed by the
coast extending NW from the Troon Peninsula (55°33'N.,
4°41'W.) to a low, but prominent headland on which is situated
the town of Ardrossan (55°39'N., 4°49'W.). The River Irvine
and the River Garnock flow into the bay through a common
mouth. Dangers in the bay are contained within the 20m curve
which lies 1 to 2 miles offshore.

1.13 Troon Harbour (55°33'N., 4°41'W.) (World Port In-
dex No. 33550), easily accessible, has been artificially formed
on the NE side of the Troon Peninsula, which divides Ayr Bay
and Irvine Bay. The chief industries are shipbuilding and fish-
ing. The port is the terminal for ferries to Belfast and Larne.
The town of Troon extends along the coast on both sides of the
harbor.

Troon Harbor Home Page

http://www.abports.co.uk/locations/troon

Winds—Weather.—It is reported that winds from the SW
develop a very heavy sea in the approach. Strong winds from
the NW, reported to be the most dangerous, develop heavy seas
in the entrance.

Depths—Limitations.—There are depths of 4 to 8.6m in the
entrance. The harbor entrance, 79m wide between the pier
heads, leads to the sheltered outer harbor. The maximum per-
mitted draft is 6.2m.

The approach to the ferry terminal and the channel between
West Pier and East Pier have a maintained depth of 6.7m. A ro-
ro terminal NE of East Pier has a maintained depth of 5.4m
alongside.

A marina occupies the whole of the inner harbor. A tidal ba-
sin on the SW side of the outer harbor has an entrance 12m
wide with a depth of 5.5m and is used by fishing vessels.For
further berthing information see the table titled Troon—Berth
Information.

Aspect.—The approach from WNW is free of dangers.

Ayr Harbor—Contact Information However, vessels are cautioned of the shoals that exist in the
Harbor harbor. Troon Rock, 1.2 miles W of the harbor entrance, has a
least depth of 5.6m and lies on the dividing line between the
VHF VHF channels 14 and 16 white and green sectors of West Pier Light, bearing 090°.
Telephone 44-1292-281-687 A gas tank standing 1 rpile .SEj of the entrance is cqnspicu-
- ous. A large shed at the shipbuilding yard is also conspicuous.
Facsimile 44-1292-287-787 A buoy marks the N extremity of foul ground off West Pier;
E-mail ayr@abports.co.uk however, shoal water is reported to lie up to 0.7 mile NW of
West Pier.
Troon—Berth Information
Maximum Vessel
Berth Length Depth - Remarks
LOA | Draft | Size
Ferry Terminal
East Pier ‘ 30m | 8.6m ‘ 160m | 5.4m ‘ 10,000 dwt ‘ Ferries. Ro-ro berth available.
General Cargo Terminal
West Pier ‘ 137m | 6.7m ‘ 110m | 6.2m ‘ 4,000 dwt ‘ Forest products.
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Troon—Berth Information

Berth

Maximum Vessel

Remarks

Length Depth

LOA | Draft ‘

Size

Portland Quay Terminal

Portland Quay ‘ 103m | 6.0m ‘ 100m |

5.5m

‘ 3,500 dwt ‘ —

Wee Hurry Ferry Terminal

178m

Wee Hurry Quay ‘ | 6.0m ‘ 110m |

5.5m

‘ 3,500 dwt ‘Ferries.

Mill Rock, which dries 0.3m, lies 0.5 mile NE of West Pier.
Lappock Rock, which dries 0.6m and is marked by a beacon,
lies 1.5 miles NNW of the harbor.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for all vessel over 65m
loa and vessels under 65m loa carrying dangerous bulk cargo,
carrying more than 12 passengers, or deemed to be a potential
hazard to safe navigation.

Pilots are available from Ayr with a 12-hour advance notice
and a further 1-hour notice when within VHF range. Pilots are
available 24 hours.

Signals.—A flashing amber light may be shown from the
West Pier to indicate temporary harbor closure for ferry moor-
ing operations.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Troon—Con-
tact Information.

Troon—Contact Information
Port

VHF VHF channels 14 and 16
Telephone 44-1292-313-412
Facsimile 44-1292-287-787

E-mail ayr@abports.co.uk

Pilots
VHF VHEF channels 14 and 16

Anchorage.—Safe anchorage during gales from between
SW and NW is obtained in Whiting Bay (55°30'N., 5°05'W.).

Safe anchorage during winds from the E may be taken in Ayr
Bay.

1.14 TIrvine Harbor (55°36'N., 4°42'W.) lies at the conflu-
ence of the River Irvine and the River Garnock. The port facili-
ties are situated chiefly on the S side of the river, 0.3 mile
within the river mouth. The harbor is closed to commercial
traffic but open to recreational vessels.

Ardrossan Harbor (55°39'N., 4°49'W.)

World Port Index No. 33530

1.15 Androssan Harbor is located on the NW side of the
low, salient point that marks the NW limit of Irvine Bay. The
harbor is largely artificial, being protected from NW by a de-
tached breakwater and a jetty. The latter, known as Lighthouse
Pier, projects N from the extremity of the low point.

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise 2.8m at springs and 1.5m at
neaps. Tidal currents off the harbor entrance are weak. Gales
from the SW may cause the harbor to close.

Depths—Limitations.—There is a dredged depth of 5m in
the entrance and general depths of 3 to 5m inside the breakwa-
ter. The entrance is 115m wide between Lighthouse Pier and
the S end of the breakwater.

Vessels of up to 7.8m draft can enter at HWS and 7.2m draft
at HWN.

Dry cargo and ro-ro vessels may berth on the W side of Eg-
linton Tidal Basin, at a 130m long pier, with a dredged depth of
S5m alongside. A passenger berth on the NW face of Winton
Pier is 137m long, with a depth of 4.2m alongside.

The Old Tidal Basin (Brodick Berth), at the W end of the
harbor, has length of 80m. Passenger and ro-ro vessels are the
primary users of these berths.

Aspect.—Horse Isle, low and partly grassy, lies 0.5 mile
NW of Lighthouse Pier. A conspicuous stone tower stands at
the S extremity of the isle which is fronted by drying and rocky
spurs. A directional light is shown from a tower on the point
500m NE of the head of Lighthouse Pier.

Pilotage.—See paragraph 1.29.

Regulations.—Harbor regulations are in force. There are
special by-laws applicable to vessels carrying explosives and
petroleum. Consultation should be made with the harbormaster
prior to arrival.

Signals.—Lights, used to indicate harbor status, are dis-
played vertically at a height of 19m with 1m intervals, from a
framework tower on top of the port control tower, situated on
the S side of Montgomerie Pier, as follows:

1. Three red lights indicate that the harbor and marina
are closed and no vessels may arrive or depart.

2. Three green lights indicate the marina is open to plea-
sure craft but commercial vessels shall not move in, out, or
about the harbor.

3. Two red lights over one green light indicate that the
harbor is open to commercial traffic with permission from
Harbor Control via VHF but pleasure craft must clear the ap-
proach channel, basins, and outer harbor immediately and
the marina is closed.

Mariners are advised that in direct sunlight these signal
lights may be difficult to discern.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Ardrossan
Harbor—Contact Information.

Androssan Harbor Control operates only from 30 minutes
prior to a scheduled ferry arrival until the departure of the ferry.
Ardrossan Radio is manned 15 minutes before the first ferry
service and up to and including 15 minutes after the last ferry
service. Any vessel wishing to utilize Ardrossan Harbor shall
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contact the Local Port Service and advise them of their plan.
Outside of these times vessels should contact Estuary Control
(see Clydeport, paragraph 1.29).

Ardrossan Harbor—Contact Information
Port
Call sign Ardrossan Harbor Control
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-1475-565-210
44-1475-726-221 (Estuary Control)
Facsimile 44-1475-568-285
Port Authority
Telephone 44-1475-726-171
E-mail ardrossan @peelports.com
Local Port Service
Call sign Ardrossan Radio
VHF VHF channel 12

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 22 to
27m, sand, about 1 mile SW of Lighthouse Pier.

Caution.—Several detached rocks lie between Horse Isle
and the coast. The passage should only be used by small craft
with local knowledge.

An explosives dumping ground area lies 6 miles W of Ar-
drossan and may best be seen on the chart.

The Firth of Clyde—West Side

1.16 Arran Island (55°30'N., 5°13'W.) forms the W side
of the Firth of Clyde. The island is cultivated in its S part, with
rolling hills sloping to the sea. The N part of the island is
mountainous, with connecting ridges intersected by deep ra-
vines. Goat Fell, the highest peak, rises to a height of §73m
about 6.5 miles S of the N extremity. The shores of Arran are
low and indented to form several bays. Tidal currents set N
along the E coast on the flood and S on the ebb. Velocities are
weak, except at the entrance of Lamlash Harbor (55°32'N.,
5°07'W.) and in the vicinity of Pladda, where strong tide rips
occur when E and ebb currents meet.

Kildonan Point (55°26'N., 5°06'W.), the SE extremity of
Arran, is identified by the ruins of a castle standing close in-
shore.

Pladda (55°26'N., 5°07'W.), is an islet lying almost 1 mile S
of Kildonan Point. A light is shown from a prominent tower
standing at the S end of the islet. The area between Pladda and
Arran is foul.

Whiting Bay (55°30'N., 5°05'W.), an open bight, contains a
jetty and a boat harbor formed by natural rock formations. An-
chorage, sheltered from W winds, can be taken, in depths of up
to 18m, sand, less than 0.5 mile offshore, where the shores of
the bay are wooded and fringed with white cottages.

1.17 Lamlash Harbour (55°32'N., 5°07'W.) (World Port
Index No. 33310) indents the coast for 1.5 miles between

Pladda Light

Kingscross Point (55°31'N., 5°05'W.) and Clauchlands Point,
2.5 miles N. Holy Island, fronting the harbor, is steep-to, with
grassy lower slopes and rocky cliffs forming the upper slopes.

Tides—Currents.—The flood tidal current setting N along
the E coast of Arran, flows into South Channel and out North
Channel with a velocity of up tol.5 knots. The reverse applies
to the ebb current.

Depths—Limitations.—North Channel and South Channel
lead into the harbor at either end of Holy Island. North Channel
has a navigable width of 1.7 miles and a least depth of 10.4m.
South Channel has a navigable width of 1.2 miles and a least
depth of 25m in the fairway.

A lighted buoy marks the S extremity of shoals in North
Channel. In South Channel, Fullarton Rock, with a least depth
of 2.1m, lies close ENE of Kingscross Point and is marked on
its NE side by a buoy.

Aspect.—Pillar Rock Light is shown at the E end of the is-
land. Another light is shown from a tower at the SW extremity.
Two church spires, standing in the village at the head of the
harbor, are prominent. A conspicuous radio mast stands on a
hill 2.7 miles W of the village. Numerous unlit mooring buoys
lie in the S part of the harbor and trots of small boat moorings
are situated off the village.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 15m to
30m, sand and mud, in the NW part of the harbor. Vessels
should not anchor in less than 15m, as the depths shoal abrupt-
ly. During E or SE gales, better shelter is available off the W
side of Holy Island.
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Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Whiting Bay and Holy Island (background)

1.18 Brodick Bay (55°35'N., 5°08'W.) indents the coast
between Corriegills Point, 1.5 miles NW of Clauchlands Point,
and Merkland Point, 2 miles NNW.

Winds—Weather.—It is reported that heavy squalls can be
expected from the valley at the head of the bay during W
winds.

Tides—Currents.—Tidal currents in the bay are weak.

Depths—Limitations.—Brodick Pier, T-shaped, is situated
on the S side of the bay. Another pier, L-shaped with a ro-ro
berth, is situated close E of Brodrick Pier. The ro-ro pier is re-
ported to be subject to further development.

A railroad car ferry from Fairlie (55°46'N., 4°51'W.) main-
tains regular service with Brodick.

Aspect.—Corriegills Point is marked by a beacon; a promi-
nent radio mast stands 0.3 mile W of it. A beacon stands 0.2
mile NNE of Merkland Point.

A castle, with a tower and a flagstaff at its SW corner, is con-
spicuous at the NW side of the bay. A lighted mooring buoy
lies in the bay.

Anchorage.—Anchorage, sheltered from W winds, can be
taken, in depths of 20 to 30m, sand and mud, in the bay.

Caution.—Submarine cables lie across the Firth of Clyde,
1.7 miles N of Merkland Point, and can best be seen on the
chart.

The Sannox River (55°40'N., 5°09'W.) flows into the Firth
of Clyde 3.5 miles N of Merkland Point. A rock, with a depth
of 1.5m, lies 0.2 mile E of the bar at the river mouth.

For Bute Sound NW of the Sannox River, see paragraph
1.50.

1.19 Farland Head (55°42'N., 4°54'W.), 4 miles NW of
Ardrossan, is steep-to on its W side. The ruins of a castle lie
close N of the point. The inner part of the Firth of Clyde is en-
tered between Farland Head and Garroch Head (55°43'N.,

5°02'W.), the steep-to S extremity of Bute Island, 4.5 miles
WNW. The entrance is encumbered by Little Cumbrae Island
and Great Cumbrae Island. The principal navigable part of the
firth leading to the River Clyde passes W of these islands. The
fairway is deep and free of dangers. Largs Channel passes to
the E of the islands.

The flood tidal current setting across the Bute Sound en-
trance, joining the current setting NW from the E side of the
outer Firth of Clyde, passes on both sides of the Cumbrae Is-
lands with a velocity of 1.5 knots at springs. The ebb currents,
from Bute Sound and from along the E coast of Bute, meet off
Garroch Head forming tide rips which should be avoided. Tidal
currents in the firth are both weak and variable.

Little Cumbrae Island (55°44'N., 4°57'W.) lies in the mid-
dle of the entrance to the inner part of the Firth of Clyde. Near
the center of the island stands the conspicuous ruins of an old
tower.

Cumbrae Elbow (55°43'N., 4°58'W.), on which a light is
shown from a conspicuous tower, is the W extremity of Little
Cumbrae Island.

Cumbrae Pass (55°44'N., 4°56'W.), lying between Little
Cumbrae Island and Great Cumbrae Island, has a navigable
width of 0.3 mile and a least depth of 25m in the fairway be-
tween Sheanawally Point and Portachur Point, 0.5 mile NNW,
the SW extremity of Great Cumbrae Island. The flood tidal
current sets E and the ebb W through the pass, with a velocity
of 1.5 knots at springs. A beacon stands close WNW of Porta-
chur Point, marking the landing point of a submarine power ca-
ble which crosses the pass from Little Cumbrae Island.

Great Cumbrae Island (55°46'N., 4°55'W.), rising to a
height of 125m near the middle of the island, is steep-to. At
Portachur Point, the SW end of the island, a spit extends 0.2
mile SW and is marked by a buoy. Tomont End, the NE ex-
tremity of the island, is marked by a monument. A prominent
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building stands 0.7 mile S of Tomont End. A water sports cen-
ter, offshore moorings, and mooring buoys lie off the E side of
the island between Tomont End and Clashfarland Point, the E
extremity, about 1.7 miles S. A small pier, with a depth of 4.9m
alongside the head, is situated 1 mile SSW of Clashfarland
Point.

Millport Bay (55°45'N., 4°55'W.) (World Port Index No.
33520), indenting the S side of Great Cumbrae Island, is partly
encumbered by low islets and foul ground. A tall spire and
tower in the town are conspicuous. A pier at the W side of the
bay has a depth of 2.1 alongside. Range lights, in line bearing
333°, lead in a least depth of 2.4m to an anchorage with a depth
of 3.7m, about 0.1 mile SSE of the pier head. Anchorage can
also be taken in the E part of the bay, in a depth of 11m; how-
ever, small craft moorings are also laid in this area.

Millport Bay from NE

The Firth of Clyde—Inner Part—West Side

1.20 Rubh’an Eun lies 1 mile NE of Garroch Head. A light
is shown from a prominent tower standing on the point.

Kilchattan Bay (55°45'N., 5°01'W.) indents the SE side of
Bute Island 1 mile NNW of Rubha’n Eun. Drying flats fill the
head of the bay.

Caution.—Submarine cables lie across the firth close N and
3 miles N of Kilchattan Bay.

Ascog Point (55°50'N., 5°01'W.), 6 miles N of Rubha’n
Eun, is marked by a prominent church. An islet lies close off
the point. Ascog Patches, marked by a lighted beacon and hav-
ing a depth of 7m, lie 0.5 mile E of Ascog Point.

Bogany Point (55°51'N., 5°01'W.), the NE end of Bute Is-
land, is marked by a conspicuous pavilion, with a green cupola
surmounted by a ball.

Toward Point (55°52'N., 4°59'W.) is low, rocky, fringed by
reefs, and fronted by shoals, marked by a buoy, extending 0.5
mile offshore. Toward Bank, with a least depth of 4.3m, lies 1
mile SW of the point and is marked by a lighted buoy; the
channel between Toward Point and Toward Bank is foul and
not recommended. A light is shown from a conspicuous tower

standing on Toward Point and several lattice towers stand with-
in 1.2 miles of it. Castle Toward, 1.2 miles WNW of the light,
is conspicuous.

Rothesay Sound, entered between Toward Point and Bogany
Point about 2 miles SW, is described in paragraph 1.53.

Inellan Beacon (55°53'N., 4°58'W.) marks the E edge of a
rocky ledge extending offshore about 1 mile N of Toward
Point. A disused pier, in poor condition, is situated about 1
mile N of Inellan Beacon.

1.21 Dunoon Point (55°57'N., 4°55'W.), a triangular head-
land, projects from the coast and rises to Castle Hill, a green,
rocky knoll on which stands the ruins of Dunoon Castle. The
coast extending S to Inellan is steep-to. The spire and tower of
two churches standing in Dunoon close N of the point are con-
spicuous. A pier, 150m long, with a depth of 4.3m alongside,
forms a ro-ro terminal at Dunoon. There is a ferry service to
Gourock (55°58'N., 4°48'W.).

The Gantocks, a partly drying reef at the SE end of a shoal
extending 0.8 mile from Dunoon Point, is marked by a lighted
beacon and a buoy.

Caution.—A submarine cable area lies close S of the Gan-
tocks and is shown on the chart.

A submarine gas pipeline lies across the firth about 1.2 miles
S of the Gantocks and may best be seen on the chart.

Dunoon Bank, with a least depth of 21.5m, lies close W of
the main ship channel, 0.5 mile ENE of the Gantocks. A light-
ed beacon marks the W side of the bank. A wreck, with a least
depth of 14m, lies on the bank.

Hunter’s Quay (55°58'N., 4°55'W.), 1.5 miles N of
Dunoon, lies on the SW side of the entrance to Holy Loch.
There is a pier with a ferry and ro-ro facility.

For Holy Loch, see paragraph 1.34.

The Firth of Clyde—Inner Part—East Side

1.22 Largs Channel (55°46'N., 4°53'W.) is entered be-
tween Farland Head and the SE end of Great Cumbrae Island.
The mainland coast on the E side of the channel is fronted by
drying sandflats which extend as far as 0.8 mile offshore. The
sands, and the edge of shoals along the E side of the channel,
are marked by perches and buoys.

Little Brigurd Point (55°43'N., 4°54'W.) lies 1.5 miles N of
Farland Head. Hunterston Power Station, which is conspicu-
ous, stands a short distance inland from the point. A jetty and
the water intake for the power station are situated about 0.5
mile S of the point. The outfall pipes from the power station
extend seaward on the N side of the point. A buoy is moored
0.4 mile NW of Little Brigurd Point and marks the seaward
limit of the outfalls.

Caution.—Vessels are cautioned to pass W of the outfall
buoy and keep well clear of the outfall pipes as the discharge of
hot water from them causes considerable turbulence.

1.23 Hunterston Ore and Coal Terminal (55°45'N.,
4°53'W.) (World Port Index No. 33515), a jetty, lies nearly 2
miles NNE of Little Brigurd Point, at the head of a causeway.
This causeway extends 1 mile SE and E across the reclamation
area to the stockyards which supply ore and coal to Ravenscoft

Pub. 141



12 Sector 1. West Coast—The Mull of Galloway to the Mull of Kintyre

Steelworks.

Hunterston Terminal Home Page

http://www.peelports.com

Depths—Limitations.—The jetty has an outer berth and an
inner berth. The outer berth has a length of 443m, an alongside
depth of 36.0m, and can accommodate vessels of up to 350,000
dwt with a maximum draft of 23.0m. The inner berth has a
length of 416m, an alongside depth of 25m, and can accommo-
date vessels of up to 70,000 dwt with a maximum draft of
19.8m. Mobile cranes standing on the jetty are conspicuous.
Outbound vessels should send expected time of commencing
movement at least 3 hours in advance, and 12 hours before de-
parting.

An oil platform construction site is situated in the SW part of
the reclamation area, 1 mile SSW of the above-mentioned jetty.
A channel, which is buoyed, leads to a jetty on the N side of the
site.

Hunterston Channel, the recommended channel serving
Hunterston Ore and Coal Terminal, leads through Largs Chan-
nel from Skelmorlie Channel, 1.2 miles N of Great Cumbrae
Island, and then between Little Cumbrae Island and the main-
land.

Pilotage.—For pilotage information, see paragraph 1.29.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Hunterston
Terminal—Contact Information.

Hunterston Terminal—Contact Information
Port

Telephone 44-1412-218-733
Facsimile 44-1412-483-167
E-mail info@peelports.com

1.24 Fairlie (55°46'N., 4°51'W.), a town stretching along
the shore, is fronted by Fairlie Roads and Fairlie Patch; the lat-
ter, rocky and almost dry, lies 0.5 mile offshore, about 0.2 mile
ENE of Hunterston Jetty and is marked by a lighted buoy. The
roads are very constricted. Yacht moorings are laid across the
roads and sands fronting the town. A prominent church spire is
situated near the N end of the town and a disused pier is situat-
ed close NW of it. A mooring buoy is situated 0.2 mile SW of
the disused pier.

Fairlie Quay (55°46'N., 4°52'W.), formerly known as NA-
TO Terminal Pier, is L-shaped and extends 305m offshore and
then N for 185m. A depth of 10.4m is maintained alongside the
W side of the pier, however, an 8.4m patch lies close WSW of
the elbow. A lighted buoy is moored 0.2 mile S of the pier. It
was reported that ground tackle was laid out in the vicinity of
the pier.

Largs Yacht Haven (55°46'N., 4°51'W.), protected by
breakwaters, is situated 0.3 mile N of Fairlie Quay. A conspic-
uous monument, 12m high, stands at Far Bowen Craigs, close
N of the yacht harbor.

1.25 Largs (55°48'N., 4°52'W.) (World Port Index No.
33500), a coastal town, lies 2.2 miles N of Fairlie. There are

depths of up to 3.6m alongside a pier which is 67m long. It is
used by ro-ro and passenger ferries and coastal vessels. Con-
spicuous church towers stand close NNE and SE of the pier.
For pilotage information, see paragraph 1.29.

The Knock, a 213m high conical hill topped by a cairn,
stands 1.5 miles N of Largs. Knock Castle, 0.5 mile W of The
Knock, and a castellated building, often flying a red flag from a
flagstaff on a turret of the building, situated 0.5 mile N of
Knock Castle, are prominent. Skelmorlie Castle stands 1.5
miles N of Knock Castle. A measured distance, marked by bea-
cons and indicated on the chart, lies N of Skelmorlie Castle.

Skelmorlie Bank (55°52'N., 4°55'W.), with a least depth of
5.3m and marked by a lighted buoy, lies between the Firth of
Clyde Channel and Skelmorlie Channel, about 1.5 miles WNW
of Skelmorlie Castle.

Wemyss Bay (55°53'N., 4°53'W.), a shallow bight, indents
the coast close S of Wemyss Point, a blunt promontory located
2.2 miles N of Skelmorlie Castle. A castle stands on Wemyss
Point; however, it was reported that the castle was obscured. A
ferry pier, with a ro-ro facility, is situated in the bay 1 mile S of
the castle. The pier, 187m long, has alongside depths of 0.6 to
3.7m.

A T-head oil jetty, lying 0.4 mile N of Wemyss Point, has a
length of 250m; however, it is closed to traffic.

Kip Marina, entered by a narrow buoyed channel, lies 0.7
mile NE of the power station. Kip Lighted Buoy, 0.5 mile N of
a conspicuous chimney, lies close W of the entrance channel.
Vessels of up to 22.8m in length and 2m draft may be accom-
modated at the marina.

Ardgowan Bank, with a least depth of 12.6m, lies on the E
side of the firth 1.2 miles N of Wemyss Point and extends
about 0.2 mile W from the shore.

Warden Bank (55°56'N., 4°54'W.), with a least depth of
10.8m, lies close E of the ship channel 1.5 miles NW of Kip
Marina and is marked by a lighted buoy.

Cloch Point (55°57'N., 4°53'W.) lies 3 miles NNE of We-
myss Point. A light is shown from a tower on the point. From
the point the coast turns abruptly ENE to the entrance of the
River Clyde.

The River Clyde Approach

1.26 Firth of Clyde Channel, the recommended channel for
ships bound through the firth and approaches to the River
Clyde, extends from a position 1.2 miles W of the S end of Lit-
tle Cumbrae Island to Whiteforeland Point (55°58'N.,
4°47'W.). A controlling depth of at least 15m prevails in the
channel except abeam Skelmorlie Bank, where there are depths
of 17.5m. Lighted buoys mark the mid-channel line.

Tides—Currents.—Tidal currents flowing N and S on the
flood and ebb, respectively, in the inner Firth of Clyde have a
maximum velocity of 1 knot. In the approaches, W of Cloch
Point, the flood current divides and runs N to Loch Long and E
to the River Clyde. Velocities increase near the shores and sa-
lient points. The velocities decrease offshore, where the current
becomes rotary. The flood current off Kempock Point runs E to
the river, Ardmore Head, and Rosneath Point, where part of the
current enters Gare Loch.

Regulations.—Vessels navigating within the recommended
channels should be considered to be in “narrow channels”
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within the meaning of Rule 9 of The International Regulations
(COLREGS 72). Skelmorlie Channel, recommended for ships
with a draft in excess of 15m, is buoyed throughout. Transit in
this channel is northbound only.

Anchorage.—No. 1 Anchorage off Kilchattan Bay, No. 2 to
No. 6 Anchorages, between Great Cumbrae Island and Rothe-
say Sound, and No. 7 Anchorage in Rothesay Sound are desig-
nated for deep-draft ships. All vessels proceeding to an
anchorage in the firth should obtain permission through
Clydeport Radio.

1.27 From abeam Cloch Point, the inner reach trends NE
for 2 miles then E for 3 miles to where the River Clyde empties
into its SE side. This reach is divided into two parts by the nar-
rows between Whiteforeland Point and Portkil Point (55°59'N.,
4°48'W.). The W half of the reach is relatively deep and has no
off-lying dangers; the E half is shallow, with a drying flat front-
ing the head for as much as 0.5 mile.

Rosneath Patch (55°59'N., 4°47'W.), the only danger in the
inner reach, lies 0.8 mile N of Whiteforeland Point. The shoal
has a least depth of 1m and is marked by a lighted beacon.

The Hole (55°58'N., 4°46'W.), a deep area 0.5 mile in extent
lying 1 mile S of Rosneath Point (55°59'N., 4°46'W.), has
depths of 36m to 70m. Range lights, in line bearing 196° and
shown from masts standing 0.5 mile ESE of Whiteforeland
Point, and Rosneath Patch Lighted Beacon, bearing 285°, in-
tersect and mark the middle of The Hole.

Anchorage A lies S of Rosneath Point and E of Rosneath
Patch. It is subdivided for reference purposes. Berth A3 is the
explosives anchorage. The usual anchorage is E of the 196°
range alignment marking The Hole, with the best holding
ground in the N half of the anchorage.

Anchorage B is a deep-draft area between the Firth of Clyde,
Loch Long, Ardmore Channel, and Kilcreggan Channel. Very
large deep-draft vessels, unable to use Anchorage A and An-
chorage B, should use designated anchorages in the outer part
of the Firth of Clyde. Ships intending to use any of these an-
chorages must first obtain permission through Clydeport Estu-
ary Radio (Greenock).

Caution.—Several spoil ground areas, cable areas, outfall
pipelines, and degaussing ranges lie in the inner reach and may
best be seen on the chart.

1.28 The N shore of the entrance to the River Clyde is
formed by the S end of a peninsula which separates Loch Long
from Gareloch.

Barons Point (55°54'N., 4°51'W.) is the SW extremity of
the peninsula. A light is shown close offshore of the point. Kil-
creggan Bay, 1 mile E of Barons Point, has a ferry pier with
yacht moorings lying E of it.

Portkil Point (55°59'N., 4°48'W.), marked by a beacon, is
located 1.8 miles ESE of Barons Point. Two conspicuous radio
masts, 256m high, stand 0.5 mile NNE of the point.

Rosneath Point (55°59'N., 4°46'W.), 1 mile ENE of Portkil
Point, is the SE extremity of the peninsula.

Meclnroy’s Point (55°57'N., 4°51'W.) is located 1 mile NE
of Cloch Point. There is a pier with ro-ro facilities. Kempock
Point, from which a light is shown, is located 1.5 miles NE of
Mclnroy’s Point. West Bay, SW of the point, is fronted by foul
ground and has numerous yacht moorings. Darroch Tower

stands 0.4 mile SSW of Kempock Point and is conspicuous.

Gourock (55°58'N., 4°48'W.) (World Port Index No.
33380), located in Gourock Bay, is used by ferries, yachts, and
pleasure craft. The bay is entered between Kempock Point and
Ironotter Point 0.6 mile E. Strong winds from between NW and
NE raise a considerable sea in the bay.

A wharf, 490m long, at the W side of the bay, has a ro-ro
berth and depths alongside of 3.7 to 6.1m. There is a disused
pier at the head of the bay.

Pilotage.—See paragraph 1.29.

Whiteforeland Point (55°58'N., 4°47'W.) is located at the
narrows in the approach to the River Clyde 0.2 mile E of Iro-
notter Point. A prominent building with a framework radio
mast, 18m high, and two flagstaffs on its flat roof, with a bea-
con close W of it, stands on Whiteforeland Point. Craigs Top,
which rises to an elevation of 128m, 0.5 mile S of the point, has
a flagstaff on the summit and is conspicuous.

The River Clyde (Clydeport)

1.29 The River Clyde, of prime commercial importance to
Scotland, is over 100 miles in length. From its source in the
mountains, the river flows N and NW to its mouth at the Tail of
the Bank, off Greenock. Ocean-going ships can proceed in a
buoyed river channel as far as Glasgow, passing major industri-
al areas and shipbuilding plants.

Clydeport Home Page

http://www.peelports.com/port-locations/clydeport

Clydeport, comprised of the ports of Glasgow, Greenock,
and Ardrossan, together with other important facilities such as
Hunterston Ore Terminal and Finnart Oil Terminal in Loch
Long, is administered by the Clyde Port Authority.

Tides—Currents.—Depths in the entrance can be affected
by wind and rain. These changes are probably greatest in the
upper part of the Firth of Clyde and in the entrance to the River
Clyde, where winds from the SW will have more effect than
winds from the NE.

The tidal current in the river runs in the direction of the chan-
nel except at river bends, where the current sets toward the out-
er side. The duration of the ebb current increases as the river is
ascended. Tidal currents are weak, but with strong NE winds,
heavy rainfall or melting snow, the duration and velocity of the
ebb current is increased greatly. Dry weather with SW winds
increase the duration and velocity of the flood current. In the
River Clyde and other estuaries, HW occurs progressively later
upriver, with tide ranges gradually increasing toward the head
of the river and lochs.

Depths—Limitations.—The dredged river channel is en-
tered close W of the Tail of the Bank about 1 mile ESE of
Whiteforeland Point. From the entrance to Newark Castle at
the E end of Port Glasgow, a distance of 3.2 miles, the channel
is maintained at a depth of 8.1m, with a width of 100m. Be-
tween Newark Castle and Glasgow, a distance of 15 miles, the
channel is maintained to depths of 7.4 to 8.2m. Beyond Shield-
hall Riverside Quay, depths are not maintained. The harbor-
master should be contacted for the latest depth information.

It should be noted that buoys in the first 10 miles of the river
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channel may mark the Sm contour and not the dredged chan-
nel. Erskine Bridge has a vertical clearance of 55m which may
be reduced to 52m when painting gantries are in use.

Aspect.—Greenock Bank (55°57'N., 4°44'W.) extends
across the entrance of the River Clyde between Clydeport Con-
tainer Terminal and Ardmore Head. The bank is shallow, partly
drying in places. Tail of the Bank, the NW end of Greenock
Bank, extends to the River Clyde entrance channel.

Ardmore Head (55°58'N., 4°42'W.), a low rocky peninsula
at the E side of the River Clyde entrance, is fronted by flats and
shoals as far as Greenock Bank. Hill of Ardmore, covered by
trees, rises in the middle of the peninsula.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory within both the Outer Pi-
lotage Area and the Inner Pilotage Area, as follows:

1. Requirements for both the Outer Pilotage Area and
the Inner Pilotage Area are, as follows:

a. Vessels 25m in length and over carrying more than
12 passengers.

b. Passenger vessels proceeding to Loch Fyne or
Kyles of Bute within the pilotage district.

c. Passengers vessels navigating E of Lighted Buoy
No. 1 (55°57.6'N., 4°46'W.).

d. Scheduled ferry services operating within the Firth
of Clyde pilotage areas.

e. Vessels carrying dangerous substances in bulk.

f.  All vessels which are not gas-free.

2. Additional requirements for the Outer Pilotage Area
are, as follows:

a. Vessels 120m in length and over transiting the area.

b. Vessels 60m in length and over bound for Ardross-
san.

c. Vessels 80m in length and over proceeding to Hunt-
erston, Loch Striven, and other berths and anchorages
within the Outer Pilotage Area.

d. Vessels 75m in length and over proceeding to Holy
Loch.

3. Additional requirements for the Inner Pilotage Area
are, as follows:

a. Vessels 70m in length and over proceeding to
berths or anchorages within the Inner Pilotage Area.

b. Vessels 60m in length and over proceeding E of
Lighted Buoy No. 1

c. Vessels 45m in length and over if proceeding E of
the current operational Clydeport limit—Shieldhall River-
side Berth—East End.

d. Vessels under tow, dumb barges, etc., 35m in length
and over, when proceeding E of the buoy.

Vessels should send their ETA at least 6 hours in advance.

Regulations.—The dredged river channel is subject to the
regulations of the recommended channels. Regulations and sig-
nals of the port authority are applicable to ships navigating the
River Clyde, the Firth of Clyde, and Kilbrannan Sound, within
an area bound by a line extending due E from Corriegills Point
(55°34'N., 5°07'W.) and a line drawn due W from Loch Ranza
(55°43'N., 5°18'W.). The regulations also contain special light
and sound signals.

Health regulations require transmittal of a Bill of Health
aboard ship to be sent to “Porthealth, Glasgow” not more than
24 hours and not less than 12 hours before arrival at Tail of the
Bank, where pratique is granted.

The Clyde Port Authority’s Estuary Control Tower at Gree-
nock (55°57'N., 4°46'W.) maintains a Port Operations and In-
formation Service. Clydeport Estuary Control (call sign:
Estuary Radio) can be contacted 24 hours on VHF channel 12
or 16. The seaward limits of the control area comprise a line in
the Firth of Clyde extending due E from Corriegills Point and a
line in Kilbrannan Sound extending due W from Loch Ranza
entrance. Inbound vessels should send their ETA at the limit of
the area at least 24 hours in advance, or if closer, within 1 hour
of departure from the previous port. On or before entering the
area, vessels should report the following:

Vessel’s name and nationality.

Intended approach channel.

Destination.

Draft.

Where the pilot is to be embarked.

Whether an anchorage is required.

ETA at Cloch Point (55°56.6'N., 4°52.5'W.).

Inability to proceed or maneuver normally.

Details of any damage the vessel has sustained. Ves-
sels should subsequently report when fast alongside a berth.

Ve hkwh -

Outbound vessels or vessels shifting berth should send their
expected time of commencing movement at least 24 hours in
advance. At least 1 hour before sailing, vessels should report
by VHF or by telephone the following information:

Where the pilot is to be disembarked.
Whether an anchorage is required.
Vessels shifting: designation of new berth.

Immediately before sailing, vessels should obtain clearance
to proceed.

In addition to the inbound and outbound reporting require-
ments, vessels without a pilot should also report to Estuary
Control, as follows:

1. When passing E or W of Little Cumbrae Island

(55°43.0'N., 4°57.0'W.).

2. When passing Hunterston Buoy No. 1 (55°48.1'N.,
4°54.1'W.).

3. When passing River Lighted Buoy No. 1 (55°57.6'N.,
4°45.9'W.).

4. When
4°30.1'W.).

Information on weather and shipping movements is available
on request. The details of any accident or incident concerning
the safe navigation of a vessel, or the safety of a vessel berthed
in port, should be reported immediately.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Clydeport—
Contact Information.

1. Vessel’s name and nationality.
2. Location (berth).

3. ETD.

4. Destination.

5. Draft.

6.

7.

8.

passing Dunglass Light (55°55.8'N.,

Clydeport—Contact Information

Estuary Control
Call sign Clydeport Estuary Radio
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
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Clydeport—Contact Information
44-1475-726-221
Telephone 44-1475-886-324
44-1475-886-325
Facsimile 44-1475-727-006
E-mail tower.estuary @peelports.com
SERCO Greenock Control
Call sign Greenock Control
VHF VHF channel 73
Port Authority
Telephone 44-1412-218-733
Facsimile 44-1412-483-167
E-mail info@peelports.com
Web site lcllt?()j:éi)v;\r&t/w.peelports.com/port—locations/
Pilots
Call sign Clydeport Estuary Radio
VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-151-949-6651
E-mail Ipsclydeheysham @peelports.com

Greenock (55°57'N., 4°45'W.)
World Port Index No. 33390

1.30 Greenock, located close E of Gourock, slopes steeply
from the River Clyde as it stretches along the S bank of the riv-
er merging SE with Port Glasgow. The port can accommodate
all types of vessels and has shipyard facilities.

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise 3.1m at springs and 1.8m at
neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—Clydeport Greenock Ocean Termi-
nal, at the SW entrance of the river channel, has an alongside
depth of 11.7m at LWS and handles containers. The Cruise
Terminal has a length of 370m and an alongside depth of
12.6m; this wharf is primarily a container berth, but passengers
and forest products are also handled. The James Watt Dock,
with a length of 1,600m and an alongside depth of 4.9m, also
handles containers, timber, paper, and general cargo. A tidal
dock, is entered from Garvel Basin; however shallower areas
are reported to exist. The West Quay and Custom House Quay,
each in ruins, lie approximately 0.5 mile E of the container ter-
minal. Wharfs, quays, tidal harbors, and basins, extending for 2
miles upstream to Maurice Clark Point, form the harbor.

A sea wall extends from the Container Terminal to East India
Harbor. Bollards are set at frequent intervals along the wall.

Clydeport Estuary Control can be contacted for depth infor-
mation. The dock entrance width is 23.15m. Vessels with a salt
water draft up to 4.9m and a beam of 21.5m can be accommo-
dated.

Great Harbor, entered SE of Maurice Clark Point, has a

depth of 8.5 to 11.7m. The principal berth is Molasses Jetty
which extends SW from the SE end of Garvel Embankment,
which forms the NE side of the harbor. This jetty, which han-
dles bulk molasses, has a length of 90m and a dredged depth
alongside of 8.5m.

There is a drydock, 304.8m long and 44.2m wide, with a
depth of 11.3m over the sill. Restrictions as to size of ship and
drafts allowed are defined by the Clyde Port Authority.

At Victoria Harbor there is 700m of quayage for small craft,
with a depth of 3.9m alongside.

Aspect.—Conspicuous landmarks in Greenock include a
church spire, the spire on the Town Hall, and the cranes at the
Container Terminal.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory. Greenock lies within the
Inner Pilotage Area of the River Clyde. For further informa-
tion, see paragraph 1.29.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Clydeport—
Contact Information in paragraph 1.29.

Anchorage.—See the River Clyde Approach in paragraph
1.26.

1.31 Port Glasgow (55°56'N., 4°41'W.), located on the S
shore of the River Clyde, was formerly the seaport for
Glasgow, but navigational improvements to the River Clyde
have resulted in greatly decreasing its significance as a port.
Shipbuilding, foundries, and the export of timber are important
to the port. There is a quay which can accommodate vessels up
to 4,000 dwt and 90m in length.

Dumbarton (55°57'N., 4°34'W.) is located on the River
Leven, above its junction with the River Clyde. Dumbarton
Castle, prominent and double-peaked, is so steep-to that it can
only be reached by steps on its S side. A narrow channel with a
depth of 2.4m leads to a shallow tidal basin lying close N of the
castle.

Bowling (55°56'N., 4°29'W.) (World Port Index No. 33450),
a ship repair center with lay-up berths, is formed by two paral-
lel piers fronting the river. There is a least depth of 4.6m along-
side the quay.

Dunglass Terminal (55°56'N., 4°31'W.), two offshore tank-
er berths at Bowling, lie about 1 mile downriver from the
Bowling Harbor entrance. Tankers of up to 20,000 tons and
168m in length with a maximum draft of 9m can be accommo-
dated.

1.32 Old Kilpatrick (55°55'N., 4°27'W.) (World Port In-
dex No. 33460), a town on the N side of the River Clyde and 1
mile upstream of Bowling, has an oil tanker wharf, 135m long
with depths of 7.6 to 8.7m alongside, situated 0.5 mile above
Erskine Bridge. A tanker must hoist the International Code an-
swering pennant by day, or two lights, red above white, at night
when docking and undocking.

The Erskine Bridge lies approximately 0.2 mile above Old
Kilpatrick. The vertical clearance is 54m, unless the painting
gantry is in place, where the clearance decreases to 52m. The
navigable channel under the bridge is 115m wide. An overhead
power cable exists 0.7 mile farther downstream, with a safe
clearance of 74m.

Rothesay Dock (55°54'N., 4°24'W.) (World Port Index No.
33470), a large tidal basin, is situated on the N side of the
Clyde, opposite the River Cart. Rothesay Dock handles bulk
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cargo and scrap metal. The entrance, 55m wide, leads to a total
quayage of 1,900m, with a depth of 6.7m alongside. There is
also a riverside quay, 180m long, with a depth of 6.2m along-
side.

Traffic signals are hoisted at the basin entrance. International
Code flag B by day, and a red light above the masthead light, at
night, aboard ship signifies docking, or underway in the river
after undocking. A green or red light shown from the signal
mast at the basin entrance, signifies when the entrance is clear
or closed, respectively.

Renfrew (55°53'N., 4°23'W.) (World Port Index No. 33480),
a small tidal basin on the S side of the River Clyde, has quays
with depths of 3 to 4m alongside. Vessels of up to 1,450 dwt
and 65m in length can be handled.

Glasgow (55°52'N., 4°17'W.)
‘World Port Index No. 33490

1.33 Glasgow, both the port and city, is situated on both
sides of the River Clyde, 20 miles above its mouth. The city, an
industrial and manufacturing center, has a port renowned for its
shipbuilding. The main approach to the port is through the
Firth of Clyde.

Tides—Currents.—A description is given with the River
Clyde in paragraph 1.29, and additionally on charts of the area.
Tides at Glasgow rise 4.1m at springs and 2.4m at neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—Dredged depths in the river chan-
nel to Glasgow are shown on the applicable charts. The river
channel is dredged to a depth of 6.9m up to 1.6 miles below the
Kingston Bridge; depths of 5.3m exist from that point to the
bridge. The bridge has a vertical clearance of 19m over a width
of 50m. There are no commercial berths above the bridge.

For berthing information see the table titled Glasgow—
Berth Information.

A pedestrian bridge crosses the river about 0.5 mile below
the Kingston Bridge; part of the bridge can be swung open if
given 24 hours notice.

King George V Dock, a tidal basin with a total berthing
availability of 1.586m, is located on the S side of the river.

Shieldhall Riverside Quay, adjacent to King George V Dock,
is also situated on the S bank,

Vessels with a maximum draft of 9.7m can be accommodat-
ed at the port.

Three drydocks located at Govan (55°52'N., 4°18'W.); the

largest is 268m in length, 25m wide, and 8m deep.

The largest of the three drydocks at Scotstoun (55°53'N.,
4°22'W.) is 207m in length, 33m wide, and 7.4m deep. For fur-
ther berth information refer to table titled Glasgow—Berth In-
formation.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Clydeport—
Contact Information in paragraph 1.29.

Anchorage.—See anchorages described with the Firth of
Clyde and the River Clyde approach.

Caution.—To avoid vessel squatting it is recommended that
vessels not exceed a speed of 12 knots below the Erskine Road
Bridge.

Holy Loch

1.34 Holy Loch (55°59'N., 4°54'W.) is entered between
Hunter’s Quay, previously described in paragraph 1.21 and
Strone Point, a rounded promontory 0.8 mile NNE. A spit ex-
tends 0.2 mile S of Strone Point and is marked by a lighted
buoy.

Aspect.—A church with a conspicuous spire stands on
Strone Point. There are depths of over 20m in the fairway
throughout the loch as far as its drying head and fringing coast-
al shoals. The main part of the loch is free of detached dangers.
Several settlements on the shores of the loch are served by
piers or jetties. Graham’s Point, on which a monument stands,
is located 1 mile WNW of Strone Point. White Farlane Point,
on which there is also a monument, lies on the S side of the
loch, 1 mile NW of Hunter’s Quay.

Directions.—Vessels bound for Holy Loch should follow
Firth of Clyde Channel and Loch Long Channel, which
branches N of Cloch Point (55°57'N., 4°53'W.). From a posi-
tion about 1.5 miles N of Cloch Point, a course can be shaped
to enter the loch.

Caution.—Numerous seabed obstructions exist within Holy
Loch; anchorage should not be attempted within the loch.

Loch Long and Loch Goil

1.35 Loch Long and Loch Goil form part of the Clyde
Dockyard Port, wherein special regulations and signals are in
force to safeguard the movement of naval ships. Entry into the
protected area by unauthorized vessels is prohibited. Entry into
the restricted area is prohibited during the movement of nucle-
ar powered submarines or large naval vessels; vessels within
the area must clear it.

Glasgow—Berth Information
Berth l Length ‘ Depth Remarks
King George V Dock
North East Berth 530m 4.8-8.1m | Bulk cargo, animal feed, fertilizer, salt, grain, and scrap metal cargo.
West Berth 810m 4.8-8.1m | Bulk cargo, animal feed, fertilizer, salt, grain, and scrap metal cargo.
East Berth 630m 4.8-8.1m | Bulk cargo, animal feed, cement, fertilizer, salt, grain, and scrap metal.
Meadowside Quay

Quay 696m 3.0-4.0m | Located on the N bank 1.2 miles upriver from King George V Dock.
Stobcross Quay 190m 2.0m Located on the N side of river.
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Glasgow—Berth Information

Berth l Length ‘ Depth l

Remarks

Shieldhall River Quays

Quay

‘ 1,300m ‘ 6.2-6.7m ‘ Steel, bulk, and general cargo.

Rothesay Dock

Quay 274m 9.0m

Minerals, coal, and salt. Can accommodate vessels with an loa of 160m
and a beam of 20m.

Nustar Terminal (Clyde)

Nustar Rothesay Dock 126m

Petroleum products.Vessels up to 13,000 dwt, with a maximum loa of
160m, a maximum beam of 23.0m, and a maximum draft of 8.7m.

Loch Long (55°59'N., 4°52'W.), entered between Strone
Point and Baron’s Point, 1.5 miles E, trends N and NNE for 15
miles to its drying head. The entrance to Loch Goil lies on the
W side, 6.5 miles above the entrance. Hills backing the shores
on both sides of lower Loch Long become precipitous moun-
tains as the head of the loch is approached.

Winds—Weather.—Deep valleys lie between the mountain
ranges. This aspect of the loch causes sudden calms and violent
squalls with rapid shifting of the wind and possible danger to
small craft.

Tides—Currents.—Tides at Coulport rise 3.4m at springs
and 2.9m at neaps.

Tidal currents are weak in the loch. A maximum velocity of
0.8 knot at springs is attained in the entrance. In the inner part
of the loch, the velocity and turning times of currents are great-
ly influenced by the wind.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken close offshore on ei-
ther side of the loch for about 4 miles above the entrance; be-
yond this distance the shores are too steep-to. Good anchorage
can be taken, in depths of 15 to 22m, mud, about 0.5 mile from
the head of the loch.

Directions.—Loch Long Channel leading into the entrance
has a least depth of 34.7m and is clear of dangers.

Kilcreggan Channel is an inshore channel which leads from
Ardmore Channel to Loch Long. By avoiding an 18m shoal on
the N side of the channel, S of Kilcreggan Bay, a least depth of
21.9m exists in the channel.

Caution.—Caution should be exercised in transit of Loch
Long and Loch Goil, as submarines frequently surface and dive
in these lochs.

Several mooring buoys are situated throughout the loch.

Submarine cables lie in the entrance to the loch. Disused ca-
bles and swamped moorings exist in Upper Loch Long, be-
tween the parallels of 56°07'N. and 56°12'N.

A power cable with an overhead clearance of 76m spans the
loch 2 miles N of Coulport Jetty.

1.36 Gairletter Point (56°01'N., 4°54'W.), on which there
is a conspicuous boathouse, is located 2.5 miles N of Strone
Point. A light structure stands on Ravenrock Point 1 mile N of
Gairletter Point and a conspicuous hotel stands on a point 0.5
mile N of it.

Coulport Jetty (56°03'N., 4°53'W.), 245m long, with a
maintained alongside depth of 10.7m, lies parallel with the E

shore of the loch 4 miles N of Baron’s Point. A pier extends
45m offshore from close S of Coulport Jetty.

Coulport Covered Berth, 200m long, lies parallel to the
shore, 0.7 mile NNE of Coulport Jetty. A conspicuous ware-
house-type building covers the berth.

Coulport Works Jetty, 57m long, is situated on the E side of
the loch 0.9 mile ENE of Coulport Jetty; it is used for the dis-
charge of construction material. Vessels wishing to berth at this
jetty must first obtain clearance from the harbormaster at
Faslane. The shore adjacent to the jetties is built up and there
are several conspicuous watch towers. A prominent building
stands 0.5 mile S of Coulport Jetty.

Caution.—A restricted area and a protected area lie in the
vicinity of the jetties and may best be seen on the chart. Fishing
is prohibited in the N part of the restricted area.

When the Coulport Restricted Area is closed, the following
signals will be displayed from Coulport Jetty and any patrol
craft:

1. By day—Three green lights disposed vertically and

the International Code Pennant superior to Pennant 9.

2. By night—Three green lights disposed vertically.

Vessel speed is limited to 12 knots in the loch and 7 knots in
the restricted area.

1.37 Finnart Oil Terminal (56°07'N., 4°50'W.) (World
Port Index No. 33405), 3.5 miles NNE of Coulport Jetty, has
two deep-water piers with connections to a tank farm.

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise about 3.4m at springs and
2.9m at neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—No. 2 Pier is 100m long, with a
depth of 18.4m alongside.

No. 3 Pier is 526m long, with a depth of 24.3m alongside,
and can accommodate tankers up to 330,000 dwt with a maxi-
mum length of 350m.

Pilotage.—See paragraph 1.29.

Aspect.—Arddarroch House, a conspicuous dwelling,
stands in the woods close E of No. 3 Pier. Lights, in range
031°, are shown from Cnap Point, on the W side of the loch,
0.5 mile N of the terminal. Lights are shown from the ends of
each pier head. In each case, the light at the NE end of the pier
forms a range alignment with a light ashore, assisting tankers
docking at night.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Finnart Termi-
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| nal—Contact Information.

Finnart Terminal—Contact Information

I

| Terminal

| Call sign VHF channels 10, 12, 16, and 19
| | Telephone 44-1436-810-381

| | Facsimile 44-1436-810-240

| E-mail fmhelp @petroineos.com

Directions.—At night, vessels should navigate with the
white sector of Ravenrock Point Direction Light bearing astern
between 203°30" and 204°30'. This will lead vessels to the 031°
lighted range. This range should be steered on until the individ-
ual pier head ranges are in line. The terminal maintains a port
radio station.

1.38 Glenmallan Jetty (56°08'N., 4°49'W.), an L-shaped
pier, which serves an ammunition depot, is situated on the E
side of the loch about 1 mile NE of Finnart Oil Terminal. The
pier is 150m long with depths of 11.2 to 11.6m alongside. A re-
stricted area surrounds the pier and is shown on the chart. An-
choring and fishing are prohibited within the area. An area,
within which unauthorized entry is prohibited, lies in the vicin-
ity of the pier. Vessels should give a wide berth to ammunition
ships being berthed or departing from the pier. Works in prog-
ress (2019) around the pier lie within a restricted area.

Ardgartan Point (56°11'N., 4°47'W.) is a low point at the
mouth of a river 4 miles NNE of Cnap Point. The shore be-
tween the points is steep-to.

Arrochar, a village at the head of the loch, has a conspicuous
hotel. A T-head wooden pier, situated in front of the hotel, is
reported (2007) to be unusable. A jetty and a disused pier are
situated on the W side of the loch between Ardgartan Point and
the head of the loch.

1.39 Loch Goil (56°08'N., 4°54'W.), leading off the W
side of Loch Long, is entered S of Meall Darraich (56°06'N.,
4°52'W.), a bold precipitous promontory rising at S end of a
broad peninsula separating the lochs. The deep valleys between
mountain ranges encircling Loch Goil cause variable winds
and violent squalls. The E side of the loch is steep-to except for
shoals about 0.5 mile within the entrance. Shoals fringe the W
side of the loch. Carrick is a small village on the W side of the
loch, 1.2 miles within the entrance. The ruins of a conspicuous
castle lie on a point fronting the village.

Depths—Limitations.—The Perch, a reef with depths of
less than 1.8m marked by a beacon, extends off the W shore of
the loch 0.4 mile N of Carrick. A combination range and sector
light leads through the entrance of Loch Goil in a least depth of
13m. This leading line passes close SW of an 11.4m shoal ly-
ing 0.3 mile WNW of Carraig na Maraig.

Regulations.—An Admiralty Trials Range is operated with-
in the loch. Special signals and regulations are in force. A large
red flag displayed by naval craft at Douglas Pier (56°09.3'N.,
4°54.4'W.) and Carrick Castle Pier (56°06.5'N., 4°54.3'W.).
signifies that traffic control measures are in effect.

Experimental areas, shown on the chart, lie 0.9 mile and 1.7

miles from the head of the loch. Within these areas there are
rafts and unlit mooring buoys. When the areas are in use by nu-
clear submarines they will be patrolled by safety craft.

Civil craft must stay clear of Douglas Pier (56°09'N.,
4°54'W.) as well as naval craft, buoys, rafts, moorings, and oth-
er obstructions.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken 0.3 mile from the
head of the loch, in a depth of 42m.

Anchorage, good holding ground, can be taken in a depth of
18m, sand and mud, about 0.2 mile NE of Carrick (56°06'N.,
4°54'W.). Anchorage can also be taken 0.3 mile N of The
Perch, in a depth of 18m.

Gareloch

1.40 Gareloch is approached between Rosneath Point
(55°59'N., 4°46'W.) and Craigendoran Pier, about 1.7 miles E.

The E shore entering the loch, which is low and fronted by a
drying mud flat, extends NW for 3 miles forming a bight as far
as Rhu Point.

A sea wall fronts the outer 2 miles of this coast. The W
shore of the approach to Gareloch is low and wooded to the
water’s edge. Shoals of less than 5.5m lie up to 0.7 mile off the
E shore and 0.2 mile off the W shore.

Gareloch is approached from W through Ardmore Channel
(55°59'N., 4°47'W.), then N and NW along a restricted channel
through Rhu Narrows (56°01'N., 4°47'W.), which has a least
width of 225m. The centerline of this channel is indicated by
range lights. It is reported (2010) that radar becomes land-
locked north of Rosneath Point.

The controlling depth in the approach and entry to the Gare-
loch is 13.4m. The channel through Rhu Narrows is also main-
tained at a depth of 13.4m. It was reported (2010) that, during
low tide, larger vessels often experience sluggish turning re-
sponse rounding Rosneath Point, but responsiveness dramati-
cally improves once the vessel enters the deeper water of the
Gareloch.

Rosneath Farm, a castellated building, conspicuous on most
bearings when approaching Gareloch, stands 0.5 mile NW of
Rosneath Point.

Helensburgh, a coastal town, stretches along the coast be-
tween Craigendoran Pier and Cairndhu Point (56°00'N.,
4°46'W.). Helensburgh Pier, 245m long, has a depth of 2.1m
alongside, but depths less than 2m exist in the approach close
to seaward. A church steeple and clock tower, which are con-
spicuous, stand NNE of the pier head.

Ardencaple Castle stands close ENE of Cairndhu Point and
is conspicuous. A jetty, used by landing craft, is situated about
0.4 mile NW of Cairndhu Point. A marina is situated close
WNW of the jetty.

1.41 Castle Point (56°00'N., 4°46'W.), on the W shore op-
posite Cairndhu Point, is low and grassy. From Castle Point,
the coast recedes to form Rosneath Bay with wooded shores
backed by sloping fields. A light is shown from Castle Point.
Rosneath Jetty, with a T-head 90m long and a depth of 6.7m
alongside, is situated near some conspicuous boat sheds about
0.5 mile WNW of Castle Point.

Directions.—Ardmore Channel, the recommended channel
leading to Gareloch, branches ENE from Firth of Clyde Chan-
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nel about 0.8 mile NW of Kempock Point. On departing Ard-
more Channel E of Rosneath Point, a light on Ardencaple
Castle and a lighted beacon, standing 0.5 mile S of the castle,
aligned 356°, lead through the first reach; a directional sector
light is situated at the lighted beacon. The second reach is en-
tered when the directional sector light near Rhu Point
(56°01'N., 4°47'W.) bears 318°. Steer on this bearing until the
directional sector lighted beacon, close S of Limekiln Point,
bears 295°. Enter the third reach and steer on this bearing until
the directional sector light close SW of Castle Point, bears
149° astern, then steer a course of 329° through the narrows.

Rhu Narrows (56°01'N., 4°47'W.), the entrance to the loch,
lies between Rhu Point and Limekiln Point, 0.3 mile SW. A
drying spit extends from Rhu Point to the edge of the fairway
channel which is about 225m wide and has a maintained depth
of 13.4m. Vessels should use caution due to marine works in
the vicinity of the loch and narrows. Depths of as little as
12.9m have been reported (2015) in Rhu Narrows and its ap-
proaches.

Tidal currents approaching the entrance are variable as to di-
rection and velocity. There is a strong set across the shoals in
the vicinity of Rosneath Point. At times, the current in and
around the narrows is rotary and strong. Vessels passing
through Rhu Narrows on an ebb tide should guard against be-
ing set on the shoals off Limekiln Point. Within Gareloch, the
tidal currents are weak and ineffective. It was reported (2010)
that runoff after heavy rain can cause currents in Gareloch to
differ significantly from those predicted based on tidal move-
ment.

1.42 Gareloch, with steep-to and wooded E and W shores,
leads NNW for 4.2 miles to the drying flat at the head of the
loch. Shoals of less than 5.5m fringe both sides of the loch.
There are general depths of 27 to 37m throughout the loch.
Mambeg Light is shown from the W shore of the loch 1 mile S

of the head. After clearing the narrows, vessels should steer in
the directional white sector of the light.

Tides—Currents.—Tides at Faslane rise 3.4m at springs
and 2.9m at neaps. The observed range of tide has been 2.7m in
Faslane Bay.

Depths—Limitations.—Faslane Bay (56°04'N., 4°49'W.)
indents the E coast of the loch between Rowmore Point, 0.8
mile S of the head, and Carnban Point, 1 mile S. Most of the
bay is fronted by the Naval Jetty which has depths of 9.2 to
10.8m alongside. No. 10 Berth and No. 11 Berth, located on a
pier to the N of the Naval Jetty, have depths alongside of 15m.
Berth 12, on the northernmost pier, has depths alongside of
19.7m. It is reported (2010) that runoff after heavy rain can
cause currents at the jetty to differ significantly from those pre-
dicted based on tidal movement.

A wharf, used by a ship-breaking firm, is situated N of the
Naval Jetty and has a dredged depth of 7.6m alongside.

The MoD Garelochhead Oil Terminal, situated 0.2 mile N of
Rowmore Point, has a pier length of 66m, with an alongside
depth of 11.3m. Tankers of up to 40,000 dwt, with a maximum
loa of 220m and a maximum draft of 5.0m can be accommo-
dated.

Z-drive tugs with 30-40 tons of bollard pull are available to
ease maneuvering to the piers.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for all vessels over 50m
in length. The pilot vessel monitors VHF channel 73. Pilots
board military vessels, as follows:

1. Any vessel bound for Loch Striven NATO Fuel Jetty
in position 55°50.3’N, 4°59.4W.

2. Nuclear-powered warships and military vessels carry-
ing hazardous cargo bound for Loch Long or Gareloch in po-
sition 55°54.6°N, 4°55.1W.

3. Military vessels bound for Loch Long in position
55°58.5°N, 4°52.4W.

4. Military vessels bound for Gareloch in position
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55°58.2°N, 4°50.0W.

Regulations.—A Restricted Channel has been established in
the approaches to, and through, Rhu Narrows; a Restricted Ar-
ea has been established off the naval installations at Faslane.
The limits of these areas are shown on the chart.

Entry into the Restricted Channel and the Restricted Area is
prohibited during the movement of nuclear-powered subma-
rines and large naval ships; vessels within these areas must
clear them when the relevant signals are displayed.

A Protected Area has been established adjacent to the naval
installations at Faslane and is shown on the chart. Entry into
the Protected Area by unauthorized vessels is prohibited.

The loch is a Clyde Dockyard Port; speed is limited to 12
knots in the loch and 7 knots in the Protected Area and the Re-
stricted Areas, to include Rhu Narrows.

The required minimum underkeel clearance within the port
is 2m for underway vessels and 1m for vessels alongside.

Vessels bound for Clyde Dockyard Port, including the Naval
Base at Faslane should send an ETA at least 24 hours in ad-
vance to QHM Clyde and any updates at least 2 hours prior to
arrival.

Vessel Traffic Service.—A traffic organization service with
mandatory participation for vessels over 20m in length has
been established in the Clyde Dockyard Port and approaches. It
is bounded by an area, as follows:

1. The Dockyard Port of Gareloch including the waters
in and the approaches to the loch N of an imaginary line
commencing at Roseneath Point and extending E to Ard-
more Point.

2. The Dockyard Port of Loch Long, the waters of Loch
Long and Loch Goil to the N of 56°N.

Inbound vessels required to participate in the VTS shall re-
port, as follows:

1. Upon passing Cumbrae Light

2. Nuclear powered warships and vessels bound for
Loch Long when at the Outer Pilot Station.

3. When abeam the lower Loch Long Buoy for vessels
bound for Loch Long.

4. Vessels bound for Gareloch when at the Inner Pilot
station.

5. Upon passing Perch Rock at the entrance to the Rhu
Narrows.

6. Upon passing Gully Bridge when exiting the Rhu
Narrows.

Outbound vessels required to participate in the VTS shall re-
port, as follows:

1. Upon passing Gully Bridge at the entrance to Rhu

Narrows.

2. Upon passing Perch Rock at the exit to Rhu Narrows.

3. Upon abeam the lower Loch Long Buoy for vessels
departing Loch Long.

4. When abeam Cumbrae Light.

Signals.—When the Rhu Narrows Restricted Channel and
Faslane Restricted Area are closed, a red light above two green
lights supplemented by a red rectangular flag with a white di-
agonal bar is displayed on any Naval or Auxiliary vessel within
the Rhu Narrows Restricted Channel and also at masts in the
following locations:

1. The Port Control Building at Faslane.

2. Rhu Hard.
3. The DG Range Building adjacent to Green Isle.
Contact Information.—See the table titled Faslane—Con-
tact Information.

Faslane—Contact Information
Harbor Control

Call sign FOSNI Ops
VHF VHEF channel 73
Telephone 44-1436-677-280

Naval Base
Call sign QHM
VHF VHEF channel 73
Telephone 44-1436-677-280

Duty Naval Base Officer

VHF VHF channel 73
Telephone 44-1436-677-232

Anchorage.—Rosneath Bay affords anchorage, sheltered
from S winds, to small vessels with local knowledge. There is
general anchorage between Cairndhu and Rhu Points. Tempo-
rary anchorage can be taken in suitable depths throughout
Gareloch, clear of restricted areas, but the holding ground is
not good.

Caution.—Faselane Bay is protected by an enclosed barrier
(leading boom).

Approaches to Kilbrannan Sound

1.43 Kintyre (55°30'N., 5°35'W.), a broad mountainous
peninsula, forms the W side of the sound and the approaches. It
is connected to the mainland NNE by a narrow isthmus.

Sron Uamha (55°17'N., 5°46'W.), the S extremity of
Kintyre, lies 1.5 miles SE of the Mull of Kintyre and is a rocky,
conspicuous promontory. Tide rips occur off the point.

Carskey Bay, an open bight, indents the coast between Sron
Uamha and Rubha McShannuich, 5 miles E. A conspicuous
white hotel stands at the head of the bay and a framework radio
mast stands on Rubha McShannuich. Small vessels with local
knowledge can obtain anchorage in the bay, in depths of 7 to
9m.

Macosh Rocks, which dry and are marked by a lighted buoy,
form the W part of the reef extending 0.2 mile offshore from
Rubha McShannuich. Barley Ridges are a series of rocky reefs
extending about 1.5 miles NE of Macosh Rocks.

Sanda Island (55°17'N., 5°35'W.) is the largest of a group
of islets and rocks lying off Rubha McShannuich. Reefs and
rocks lie within 1 mile N and E of the island. The Ship, a small
promontory midway along the S side of the island, appears de-
tached when seen from W. A light is shown from a tower stand-
ing on the S extremity of The Ship.

Sanda Sound (55°18'N., 5°35'W.) is the navigable passage
between the island group and the coast NW. The sound has a
width of about 1 mile and depths of 9 to 51m. The least charted
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depth in the fairway of Sanda Sound is 19.4m lying 0.8 mile
NW of Sanda Island. Tidal currents attain a velocity of 5 knots
in both E and W directions.

Du-na-h-Oighe is a small isolated mound located 2.2 miles
NE of Rubha McShannuich. A granite cross stands on a point
close SW of the mound. Arranman’s Barrels, marked by a
lighted buoy, are several large drying stones which lie on a
ledge extending 0.3 mile E of Du-na-h-Oighe.

Ru Stafnish (55°22'N., 5°31'W.), the SE point of Kintyre, is
located 3.2 miles NE of Du-na-h-Oighe. Prominent radio masts
stand close W of the point.

Davaar Island (55°25'N., 5°33'W.), lying at the W entrance
of Kilbrannan Sound about 3.5 miles NNW of Ru Stafnish, is
described in paragraph 1.47.

Cleiteadh Mor (55°26'N., 5°15'W.), the SW extremity of
Arran, is located 4.5 miles W of Kildonan Point. The coast be-
tween is fronted by rocky spurs which extend up to 0.2 mile
offshore.

Kilbrannan Sound and Bute Sound

1.44 Kilbrannan Sound (55°30'N., 5°26'W.), lying W of
Arran and E of Kintyre, extends N from its entrance to a junc-
tion with Inchmarnoch Water and the Bute Sound. Shores on
both sides of the sound are irregular, hilly, and fringed by rocky
shoals. The sounds and adjacent lochs are all navigable by
ocean-going ships of deep draft. The hilly coasts are partly
steep-to and backed by mountains and steep ravines. There are
very few anchorages.

The sound is entered between Cleiteadh Mor, the SW point
of Arran, and Davaar Island, about 10 miles W. Depths are ir-
regular throughout the sound, with 20 to 26m existing in the
entrance. There are few detached dangers, and those lying
close offshore are marked by buoys.

Tides—Currents.—In mid-channel, the current is generally
rotary and lacks strength. There is a counterclockwise and rota-
ry current in constricted channels. Along the S coast of Arran
Island there is a continuous E current. Off salient points and
around Davaar Island, velocities may reach 4 knots during
springs, whereas along the shores, currents are weak. At Skip-
ness Point (5§5°46'N., 5°20'W.), the tidal currents run strongly
in both directions. Tide rips occur over the banks and off sa-
lient points with an ebb or S current.

Caution.—Submarines exercise frequently in the entrance to
and within the sounds.

1.45 The E coast of Kilbrannan Sound for about 8 miles N
of Cleiteadh Mor is fronted by shoals and foul ground as far as
0.5 mile offshore.

Iron Rock Ledges (55°27'N., 5°20'W.), partly drying, ex-
tend 0.8 mile offshore and are marked by a lighted buoy.

Drumadoon Point (55°30'N., 5°21'W.) is a low rocky spur
forming the NW extremity of a shoal bay. King’s Cave is locat-
ed in conspicuous sandstone cliffs extending 1.5 miles N of the
point.

Imachar Point (55°37'N., 5°24'W.) is a blunt point 6.5
miles N of Drumadoon Point. The intervening coast is indented
to form Machrie Bay. Small vessels can anchor in suitable
depths close offshore in the bay and clear of Iorsa Patch, a dry-
ing shoal, lying at the N end. A conspicuous radio mast stands
on the hillside about 0.8 mile NE of Imachar Point.

Whitefarland Bank (55°37'N., 5°25'W.), with a least depth
of 16.8m, has tide rips breaking on it with a S tidal current. An-
chorage can be taken, in depths of 16 to 18.3m, in the bay 1
mile NE of the bank, sheltered from S winds.

Erins Bank (55°37'N., 5°25'W.), contiguous with Whitefar-
land Bank, has a least depth of 10.1m with heavy tide rips
breaking on it during the S tidal current.

Catacol Bay (55°42'N., 5°20'W.), 5 miles NE of Erins Bank,
affords anchorage, in depths of 15 to 18m, sheltered from S
winds.

Caution.—Submarine cables cross the sound in the vicinity
of Drumadoon Point and about 1 mile S of Imachar Point and
are shown on the chart.

1.46 Loch Ranza (55°43'N., 5°18'W.) 6.8 miles NE of Im-
achar Point, is a constricted shoal inlet with a drying head fre-
quented by fishing vessels. Rocky shoals and a ledge extending
off the NE entrance point narrow the entrance fairway. A ro-ro
pier extends N from Coillemore Point; a ferry ramp is situated
close E of the root. A mooring buoy lies in the middle of the
entrance and is used as an off-service ferry berth. Yacht moor-
ings are also situated in the loch. Local knowledge is neces-
sary. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 5 to 10m, in the
middle of the loch, abeam a castle in ruins. North and S gales
make the anchorage untenable.

Cock of Arran (55°43'N., 5°15'W.), 1.5 miles ENE of the
entrance of Loch Ranza, is the NE entrance point of the sound.
It comprises cliffs of red sandstone.

1.47 Davaar Island (55°25'N., 5°33'W.) lies at the W side
of the entrance of Kilbrannan Sound and in the entrance of
Campbeltown Loch. It attains an elevation of 114m on the S
side and a light is shown from the N side. The S side of the is-
land is high and conspicuous; the N and E sides are rocky and
somewhat steep-to. Reef flats fringe the island. Tidal currents
run strongly E of the island, with a velocity reaching 4 knots at
springs. Heavy tide rips occur off the SE side of Davaar when
the wind opposes the ebb tidal current.

The Doirlinn, a drying sand bank which is liable to change,
extends from Davaar Island to Ottercharach Point, located on
the mainland 0.2 mile SW. The N and W sides of the bank are
fringed by a gravel ridge, impassable at HW. Millmore Beacon
stands near the NW end of The Doirlinn.

Kildalloig Bay (55°25'N., 5°33'W.), an open area lying E of
The Doirlinn, affords anchorage protected from NW storms, in
a depth of 9m, with the E end of Davaar and Millmore Beacon
bearing 014° and 301°, respectively.

Campbeltown Loch (55°25'N., 5°36'W.) provides passage

Pub. 141



22 Sector 1. West Coast—The Mull of Galloway to the Mull of Kintyre

Courtesy of Campbeltown Harbor

Campbeltown Harbor

through North Channel between Scotland and Ireland. The
loch is entered between the NW side of Davaar Island and Ma-
cringan’s Point, 0.5 mile NNW. The shores of the loch are
fronted by shoals which narrow the fairway leading to the inner
part of the loch to a width of about 150m and to a depth of
12.9m in the area N of Millmore Beacon. Lighted buoys mark
the sides of the channel where it is restricted. Methe Bank, with
a least depth of 10m and marked by a lighted buoy, lies about
0.2 mile W of Millmore Beacon.

Trench Point, a projection midway along the N side of the
loch about 1.2 miles SW of Macringan’s Point, is marked by a
disused jetty with a lighted buoy moored off its head and a bea-
con standing close E.

Campbeltown NATO Pier is an L-shaped concrete jetty on
steel piles extending into the SE part of the loch. Three dol-
phins are situated on each side of the jetty head, which is 78m
long with a dredged depth of 12.8m alongside.

Caution.—A large mooring buoy is moored in the loch
about 0.3 mile SSW of Trench Point; a submarine cable ex-
tends WSW from the buoy to the shore.

Along the S side of the loch, the terrain rises to a height of
350m. Heavy gusts of wind occasionally blow down from the
hills.

1.48 Campbeltown Harbor (55°26'N., 5°36'W.) (World
Port Index No. 33300), fronting the town at the head of the
loch, is a fishing center. Two quays form a tidal basin.

Depths—Limitations.—The Old Quay is L-shaped. For fur-
ther information, see the table titled Cambletown Harbor—
Berth Information.

A pontoon close W of the Old Quay has a depth of 3m
alongside and provides numerous berths for small vessels. Ves-
sels of up to 100m in length and 5m draft can be accommodat-
ed at the port.

Aspect.—Range lights, shown from structures standing at
the SW side of the loch, lead through the entrance fairway. The
daymarks of the range light structures were reported difficult to
distinguish. Prominent aids include radio masts standing 0.5
mile N and 0.8 mile NE of Trench Point, a flagstaff standing
near the shore 0.5 mile NW of Trench Point, and a monument,
with a white cross on its seaward side, standing close NW of
the harbor. A church tower with corner pinnacles stands close
W of the harbor and another church tower with four pinnacles
stands close S of the harbor. The chimney of a school stands
0.4 mile S of the harbor.

A television mast, S1m in height, stands 1 mile SW of the
harbor and a white cross war memorial stands close S of the
front range structure. When a vessel passes N of Millmore
Beacon in the entrance, an alternative transit may be used with
the prominent chimney at the school and the prominent televi-
sion mast in line, bearing 251°15'.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory, as follows:

1. Vessels with an loa of 80m and over.
2. All vessels carrying dangerous or polluting substanc-
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es in bulk.
Masters and First Mates of vessels holding a current Pilotage
Exemption Certificates will be exempt from pilotage.

Pilots board, as follows:

1. Position 55°26.0’N, 5°31.8’W, about 0.5 mile NE of
Island Davaar Light (55°26°N., 5°32°W.).

2. Vessels classed as large (125m loa and over and/or a
draft of 8m) may be boarded 1.75 miles ENE of Island
Davaar Light in position 55°26.4'N, 5°29.5'W.

Campbeltown Harbor—Berth Information
Berth ‘ Length | Depth Remarks
Old Quay
Outer Quay 110m 3.5m Fish and general
cargo.
Fish Market .
Outer Quay 65m 4.5m Fish.
FishMarket | 75 1 314.1m | Fish.
Inner Quay
Inner Quay 80m 2.4-3.1m Fish and general
cargo.
New Quay
Inner Quay 120m 9.0m Fish, general car-
go, and ro-ro.
Cambeltown Ferry Terminal
Ferry Quay ‘ 76m | 5.0m Ferry.

Regulations.—The harbormaster should receive the ETA at
least 72 hours in advance, with confirmations sent 48 hours and
24 hours prior to arrival.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Campbel-
town—Contact Information.

Anchorage.—Foul ground is present throughout
Campbeltown Loch, therefore mariners are advised to contact
the harbor master prior to anchoring. Anchorage may be taken
in the loch. There is good holding ground for small vessels S

| and E of Trench Point.

Campbeltown—Contact Information

Harbormaster
VHF VHF channels 12, 13, and 16
Telephone | 44-1586-552-552
Facsimile 44-1586-552-552
campbeltownharbour @argyll-bute.gov.uk
Web site http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/

Petrols, Oils and Lubricants (POL) Depot

I
I
I
I
I
| | E-mail
I
I
I
I
I

VHF VHEF channels 13 and 16
Telephone | 44-1586-552-226
Facsimile 44-1586-553-360

Campbeltown—Contact Information
Pilots

Telephone | 44-1586-552-552
Facsimile 44-1586-552-552
Web site http://www.campbeltownpilots.com

The loch affords sheltered anchorage for vessels navigating
North Channel.

1.49 The coast N of Macringan’s Point is fronted by rocky
shoals and foul ground which extend about 0.5 mile offshore.
Otterard Rock, with a least depth of 3.8m, lies 1.5 miles NE of
Macringan’s Point and is marked by a lighted buoy close E.
Vessels approaching Campbeltown from N can clear the rock
by keeping Macringan’s Point aligned with the beacon on
Trench Flat, bearing 237°.

Kildonald Point, a well-defined promontory, is located 3.5
miles NNE of Macringan’s Point. Ross Island, 7m high, lies off
the point. Pluck Point is located 2.5 miles N of Kildonald
Point. A river with a prominent sandy beach on the N side and
a castle on the S side, flows into the sound close WSW of the
point.

Carradale Point (55°35'N., 5°27'W.) is located 6 miles
NNE of Kildonald Point. A rocky ledge extends SE from the
point and is marked by a lighted buoy. Carradale Bay, lying
close W of the point and somewhat sheltered on the SE side by
a small island, has depths of up to 15m in its outer part. A
building and radio mast standing close NNW and NE, respec-
tively, of the bay are conspicuous. A prominent castle stands on
a hill 1.3 miles WSW of Carradale Point. A conspicuous
bridge, which can be seen from seaward, is situated close ESE
of the castle.

Anchorage can be taken by small vessels in the bay N of Kil-
donald Point, in depths of 7 to 9m; anchorage may also be tak-
en in the bay close SW of Pluck Point, in depths of 9 to 11m,
sheltered from N winds. Carradale Bay affords anchorage 0.5
mile SW of the point, in depths of 9 to 13m.

Port Crannaich (Carradale Harbor) (55°36'N., 5°28'W.),
1.5 miles N of Carradale Point, affords shelter at a jetty, pro-
tected by a breakwater, with 37m of berthage for vessels of up
to 3m draft. Herring fishermen work out of the harbor. Local
knowledge is necessary. Anchorage for small vessels can be
taken, in depths of 9 to 12.8m, N of the harbor entrance.

Fascairt Point lies 8 miles NNE of Port Crannaich. A marine
farm, marked by lighted buoys, lies close E of the point. The
Cour, an isolated rocky shoal with a depth of 19.3m, lies on the
W side of the sound about 3.2 miles S of the point. A ferry op-
erated from Claonaig Bay, 1.8 miles NE of Fascairt Point, runs
across the sound to Loch Ranza.

Skipness Point (55°46'N., 5°20'W.), the NW entrance point
to Kilbrannan Sound, is fronted by foul ground marked by a
lighted buoy. Two radio masts stand on the coast 1.2 miles
NNE of the point.

Caution.—A submarine cable area, which is shown on the
chart, extends SE for a distance of 3.5 miles from a point on the
E shore of the Peninsula of Kintyre, about 1 mile N of Skipness
Point. Mariners are advised to navigate with caution in the ar-
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ca.

Bute Sound—Inchmarnock Water

1.50 Bute Sound (55°45'N., 5°10'W.) is the broad channel
leading NW between the NE side of Arran and the SW side of
Bute Island. The sound, connecting the Firth of Clyde with In-
chmarnock Water, has a deep and danger-free fairway.

Tidal currents entering the sound are weak and irregular.

The SW side of the sound is steep-to. The NE side has a
shore indented by several coves affording temporary anchor-
age. The W side of the sound extends from Cock of Arran, pre-
viously described in paragraph 1.46, to the mouth of the
Sannox River, 5 miles SW. A measured mile, marked by bea-
cons, lies off the coast NW of the Sannox River. Mariners
wishing to use the measured distance should contact the Com-
modore Clyde. For a description of the coast S of the Sannox
River, see paragraph 1.19.

The E side of the sound extends from Garroch Head to Ard-
scalpsie Point, 4.3 miles NW. Whiting Bank, with a least depth
of 20.1m, and Scalpsie Bank, with a least depth of 13.7m, lie
about 1.5 miles W and 3.5 miles NW, respectively, of Garroch
Head.

Inchmarnock Water (55°48'N., 5°15'W.) is a continuation
to the NW of Bute Sound. This deep and clear passage leads to
Kilbrannan Sound, Loch Fyne, and West Kyle.

Inchmarnock Island (55°47'N., 5°09'W.), lying on the E
side of the passage 1.2 miles NNW of Ardscalpsie Point, rises
to an elevation of 56m. Inchmarnock Sound leads between the
E side of Inchmarnock Island and the W side of Bute. The
sound is free of dangers except for Shearwater Rock, with a
least depth of 0.9m, lying in the S entrance about 0.7 mile W of
Ardscalpsie Point. Vessels pass on either side of the rock, al-
though depths of less than 12m are found close SSE of it.

Anchorage can be taken in sheltered St. Ninian’s Bay located
on the E side of Inchmarnock Sound, in a depth of 11m, sand.
A breakwater extending 64m from the E shore of the bay, 0.4
mile E of St. Ninian’s, has been established to protect a jetty
which has not yet been constructed.

The Kyles of Bute—Loch Riddon

1.51 The Kyles of Bute consist of West Kyle and East
Kyle, two navigable passages passing W and E of Bute Island
and joining N of the island to form Loch Riddon.

West Kyle (55°52'N., 5°12'W.) is entered between Ardlam-
ont Point (55°50'N., 5°12'W.) low, rugged, and the W side of
Bute. The passage is constricted to a least width of 300m near
its N end. Depths throughout the passage are ample for ocean-
going vessels and the fairway is clear of dangers, with the ex-
ception of a shoal that lies in the middle of the Kyle. This shoal
has a least depth of 9.5m and is located off Rubha Dubh, ap-
proximately 1 mile SSW from Rubha Ban. Close E of Ardlam-
ont Point lies a drying rock, marked by a lighted buoy, which
marks the E end of a foul area. Lamont Shelf, with a least depth
of 22m, lies 1.5 miles SW of Ardlamont Point.

Tides—Currents.—Tidal currents are weak, setting N and S
with the flood and ebb, respectively. At springs, the current
may attain a velocity of 2 knots in the narrows. The flood
rounds the N extremity of Bute Island and sets SE through East

Kyle.

Anchorage.—Anchorage by small vessels can be taken, in a
depth of 5m, sand, off the S side of Blindmans Bay 1 mile N of
Ardlamont Point.

There is additional anchorage, exposed to S winds, about
300m offshore between Kames (55°53'N., 5°15'W.) and Tign-
abruaich (55°54'N., 5°14'W.). Piers extend offshore at these
places. The T-head pier at Tignabruaich has a depth of 6.7m
alongside. Local passenger vessels call regularly.

Black Farland Bay (55°54'N., 5°13'W.) provides anchorage
for small craft at the E side of Kyle, protected from S winds, in
depths of 3.7 to 7.3m. A rocky spit, with a least depth of 1.8m,
extends close NNW from the S end of the bay.

Caution.—Submarines exercise frequently in West Kyle in
an area S of Rubha Ban.

Submarine cables cross West Kyle and are shown on the
chart.

An area within which anchoring and fishing are prohibited,
has been established in the vicinity of Ettrick Bay 2 miles ENE
of Ardlamont Point. Underwater obstructions exist in the area
which is shown on the chart.

Marine farms have been established off the shores of Kyle.

1.52 Loch Riddon (55°57'N., 5°12'W.) extends N from
Buttock Point (55°56'N., 5°11'W.), the N extremity of Bute.
The inner half of the loch dries.

Caladh Harbor (55°56'N., 5°12'W.) is the name given to a
very constricted anchorage formed by a blunt, small peninsula
and an islet lying 0.5 mile NNW of Buttock Point. The islet is
reef-fringed and has rocky heads close E. Beacons mark the N
and S entrances to the anchorage, which has depths of 3 to Sm.

East Kyle (55°54'N., 5°08'W.), from its junction with West
Kyle, extends SE for 4.2 miles. The navigable channel has a
width of about 0.3 mile, constricted to 0.1 mile in the vicinity
of Colintraive Point (55°55'N., 5°09'W.).

The Burnt Isles (55°56'N., 5°10'W.) lie just inside the NW
entrance of East Kyle, almost obstructing the fairway. Two
navigable channels, marked by buoys and beacons, lead be-
tween the isles. The S channel is narrow and tortuous. The pre-
ferred N channel has a width of about 25m, with a least depth
of 4.3m. The channel is straight and a vessels can steer through
it passing between the buoys marking the dangers on either
side. Caution is necessary as tidal currents may attain rates of
up to 5 knots at springs, although they generally follow the di-
rection of the channel. Velocities are greatest over the shallow-
er parts. The currents from both channels meet at the isles.
Southeast of the Burnt Isles the currents are negligible.

Rubha Bodach (55°55'N., 5°10'W.), a promontory opposite
Colintraive Point, is the site for a cross-channel ferry terminus.
Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 11 to 13m, sand, N of the
promontory and 350m E of the largest of the Burnt Isles.

Ardmaleish Point (55°53'N., 5°05'W.) and Strone Point,
about 1 mile N, form the S entrance to East Kyle. A lighted
buoy marks the shoal bank off Ardmaleish Point.

Caution.—Submarine cables extend across the channel and
are shown on the chart.

Rothesay Sound—Loch Striven

1.53 Rothesay Sound (55°51'N., 5°02'W.), entered be-
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tween Bogany Point (55°51'N., 5°01'W.) and Toward Point,
previously described in paragraph 1.20, leads NW to the en-
trance of East Kyle and Loch Striven. The fairway in the sound
is deep and clear of dangers. Toward Bank, also previously de-
scribed in paragraph 1.20, lies on the N side of the fairway en-
trance. Ardyne Point lies on the N side of the sound, 2.2 miles
WNW of Toward Point.

Caution.—Ardyne Point Platform Construction Area (dis-
used), the limits of which are best seen on the chart, lies off-
shore of Ardyne Point. Vessels are warned not to enter this area
as swamped anchors and other underwater obstructions exist
within the limits of this area.

1.54 Rothesay Bay (55°51'N., 5°03'W.), entered within
Bogany Point, is deep as far as the shoals fringing the shores of
the bay. Several church spires and the ruins of a castle are con-
spicuous in Rothesay, at the head of the bay.

Rothesay Harbor (55°50'N., 5°03'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33370), at the head of the bay, consists of inner and outer
tidal basins which partly dry and are used by small craft with
drafts of up to 2.5m. A T-head pier about 250m in length, front-
ing the basin, has depths of 2.2 to 4.0m along its N side. There
is a ro-ro terminal on the N face of Rothesay Front Pier.

Pilotage.—For pilotage information, see paragraph 1.29.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Rothesay
Bay—Contact Information.

Rothesay Bay—Contact Information
Port

Call sign Rothesay Radio
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
Telephone | 44-1700-503-842
Facsimile | 44-1700-504-358
E-mail steven.neilson @argyll-bute.gov.uk
T

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken in suitable depths in
the bay clear of mooring buoys, cables, foul patches, and small
craft moorings. A stony spit, with depths of 14.6 to 18.4m, ex-
tends off the SE shore and provides poor holding ground. The
W part of the bay has very good holding ground.

1.55 Kames Bay (55°52'N., 5°05'W.) is entered between
Ardbeg Point, 1 mile SW of Ardnye Point, and Undraynain
Point, 1 mile NNW. Ardbeg Point is fringed by drying reefs
and fronted by shoals.

A measured distance, indicated by beacons and shown on the
chart, lies N of Undraynian Point. Depths shoal from 31m in
the entrance to drying flats at the head of the bay. East gales
raise a heavy swell. Southwest winds prevail. There are deep-
water and shoal moorings for yachts that frequent the bay.

A conspicuous tower stands 0.3 mile WNW of Ardbeg Point.
Port Bannatyne, with a pier having a depth of 3m alongside,
lies on the S side of the bay. An area, within which anchoring
and fishing are prohibited, lies 0.2 mile N of the pier.

Anchorage.—A deep-draft designated anchorage area lies
0.7 mile N of Bogany Point and may best be seen on the chart.

Caution.—Submarine cables lie across the sound between
Ardbeg Point and Ardyne Point.

A gas pipeline lies across the sound between Ardbeg Point
and a point on the shore close ESE of Ardyne Point.

1.56 Loch Striven (55°55'N., 5°04'W.), deep and con-
stricted, is entered between Ardyne Point (55°52'N., 5°03'W.)
and Strone Point. The loch, free of dangers, has steep-to shores
backed by mountains. Violent wind squalls lash the loch. A
small pier, marked by a beacon and known as Kings Landing,
is situated on the E side of the loch, 4.8 miles N of Ardyne
Point.

The NATO Fuel Jetty is situated on the E side of the loch, 1.5
miles N of Ardyne Point. It extends 100m from the shore and
has a face 65m long with mooring dolphins off each end. There
is a least depth of 12.2m alongside the jetty. Mariners are cau-
tioned that currents may set vessels off the jetty.

For pilotage information, see paragraph 1.29.

Caution.—Submarines exercise frequently, both surfaced
and submerged, in Loch Striven.

An Experimental Area, the limits of which are shown on the
chart, lies in the loch 1 mile N of Strone Point; anchoring is
prohibited in the area and vessels should pass to the E of it.
Mooring buoys, sometimes joined by wires, are occasionally
laid in the area.

It is reported that marine farms are moored along the shores
of the loch.

Loch Fyne

1.57 Loch Fyne (55°50'N., 5°19'W.) is entered between
Skipness Point, previously described in paragraph 1.49, and
Ardlamont Point, previously described in paragraph 1.51.
Lower Loch Fyne extends about 14 miles to the entrance of
Loch Gilp, where Upper Loch Fyne continues for another 23
miles to the head of the loch. Loch Fyne is deep, navigable
throughout, and free of off-lying dangers. The shores are gen-
erally steep-to with fringing shoals. Local vessels serve the few
minor ports in Loch Fyne. The E shore of the loch is indented
by several small open bights with many islets and reefs lying
off the points that form the bights. Temporary anchorage is af-
forded small vessels in the bays when the wind is offshore.

Sgat Mor (55°51'N., 5°18'W.), from which a light is shown,
is a grassy islet lying on foul ground 3.7 miles NW of Ardlam-
ont Point.

Portavadie (55°52'N., 5°19'W.), is the site of a recently es-
tablished marina for pleasure boats, is situated at the E side of
the loch about 1.5 miles N of Sgat Mor.

1.58 East Loch Tarbert (55°52'N., 5°24'W.), on the W
side of Loch Fyne, is entered between Rubha Loisgte
(55°52'N., 5°23'W.) and Garbhaird, a promontory 0.4 mile
NNW. East Loch Tarbert is constricted to a width of 0.7 mile
within its entrance and then expands to a wide, inner basin
partly encumbered with rocky islets and shoals. A church tow-
er and hotel near the drying head of the loch are conspicuous.

There are least depths of 11m and 5.5m in the outer and in-
ner parts of the lock, respectively. The intricate preferred chan-
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nel, leading SE of an islet lying in the center of the loch, has a
narrow width and a least depth of 5.5m.

Anchorage can be taken within the outer entrance of the
loch, in depths of up to 34.7m, mud. There is no space to an-
chor within the inner loch.

Tarbert, a town, stands at the head of the loch. Fish Quay, on
the SE side of the harbor, has a depth of 2.7m alongside. It was
reported that the area off the quay had been dredged to a depth
of 3m. Another pier, Passenger Wharf, with a depth of 5.5m
alongside, situated about 0.2 mile WNW of Rubha Loisgte, is
used for ferry traffic. The prominent ruins of Tarbert Castle,
covered with ivy, are situated above this pier.

Barmore Island (55°53'N., 5°24'W.) is connected to the W
side of the loch about 1 mile NNW of East Loch Tarbert. A
foul area lies E of the island.

1.59 Loch Gilp (56°00'N., 5°26'W.), entered W of Eilean
Mor (56°00'N., 5°24'W.), extends N for about 2.5 miles, with
the inner mile being a drying flat. Several detached rocky areas
lie 0.2 and 0.5 mile W and E, respectively, of the approach fair-
way to Loch Gilp.

Big Rock (55°58'N., 5°26'W.), 0.2 mile W of the fairway,
has a least depth of 2.1m, with a 9.4m reef in the fairway NE of
the rock.

Gulnare Rock (56°00'N., 5°26'W.), with a depth of 2.4m,
lies off the W shore at the entrance of Loch Gilp. Rocks and
rocky shoals extend NE across the entrance fairway from
Gulnare Rock. The light is shown from a tower that stands on
the head of a breakwater extending E from Ardrishaig. It is re-
ported that the light is difficult to distinguish against the lights
of the town. It is noted that several dangers, including Big
Rock and Gulnare Rock, a rock with a depth of 3.4m, 1 mile
SSE of the light, and a 4.9m patch lying off the SW end of the
tongue on which Sgeir Sgalag lies, are covered by the white
sector of Ardrishaig Light.

Duncuan Island (56°01'N., 5°26'W.), encircled by foul
ground, lies almost 0.5 mile SE of Ardrishaig. Tidal currents
are negligible in the loch. South winds can raise the water lev-
el; N winds lower the level. Landmarks include the spire of Ar-
drishaig Church, a white house 300m WNW of the church, and
a farm 1 mile N of the church.

Ardrishaig (56°01'N., 5°27'W.) (World Port Index No.
33340), a town with a small harbor, stands at the S entrance of
the Crinan Canal. A pier, with a depth of 2.4m alongside, is sit-
uated 100m NW of the breakwater. Depths of 5.5 to 8.2m exist
off the pier and breakwater. Pilotage is not available.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Ardrishaig—
Contact Information.

Ardrishaig—Contact Information
Port

VHF VHF channels 16 and 74
44-1546-603-210
Telephone
44-7810-794-471 (mobile)
Facsimile 44-1546-603-941

Anchorage.—Anchorage, sheltered from S winds, can be
taken, in depths of up to 7.3m, about 0.2 mile ENE of the

breakwater.
Caution.—Less water than charted was reported in the ap-
proaches to Ardrishaig.

1.60 Crinan Canal (56°01'N., 5°27'W.), the S entrance,
marked by lights, extends from Ardrishaig to Loch Crinan, 9
miles NW. It has 15 locks and will accommodate vessels hav-
ing a length of 26.8m, a masthead height of 29m, a beam of
6.1m, and a draft of 2.7m in freshwater. Using the canal saves
85 miles over a track that rounds the Mull of Kintyre enroute to
ports in the West Highlands. Canal transit time is about 8
hours. The canal is closed on Sundays in the spring and autumn
and navigation is prohibited at night. In winter, opening times
are further restricted. At times of low rainfall or canal mainte-
nance, the maximum permissible draft may be temporarily re-
duced and the loch entrance opening times limited.

Vessels exceeding a draft of 2.5m are cautioned to stay in the
middle of the canal to avoid the banks on both sides.

1.61 Upper Loch Fyne (56°00'N., 5°22'W.), entered be-
tween Liath Eilean (56°00'N., 5°23'W.) and the E shore of
Loch Fyne, is 0.7 mile wide at the entrance, but becomes con-
stricted at The Narrows, 1 mile within the entrance. The shores
on both sides of the loch are fronted by rocks, reefs and shoals.
Buoys mark those dangers lying close to the loch fairway.

At The Narrows, the channel is less than 0.5 mile wide and
constricted by Otter Spit (56°01'N., 5°21'W.) on the E side, and
Glas Eilean (56°01'N., 5°21'W.), an islet lying 0.5 mile N on
the W side. Otter Spit, a drying flat of sand and gravel, is
marked at its NW end by a lighted beacon; Glas Eilean at its S
extremity by a light.

Otter Bay (56°01'N., 5°20'W.) indents the coast at the inner
end of the spit. A ferry plies across this bay from a pier at the
head of the bay to a quay at West Otter (56°02'N., 5°21'W.).
Anchorage can be taken in Otter Bay, in depths of up to 11m, N
of the ferry pier. Good anchorage can be taken in Port Ann, in
depths of 12.8 to 14.6m, W of Glas Eilean.

Kames Bay (56°03'N., 5°20'W.), an open bight, affords an-
chorage, in a depth of 15m, sand and gravel.

Loch Gair (56°04'N., 5°20'W.) is a small landlocked basin
filled with shoals. A conspicuous tower stands at the SW side
of the entrance. There is anchorage for small vessels, in a depth
of 5m, in the loch.

1.62 Minard Narrows (56°06'N., 5°14'W.) is formed by
two islets, rocks, reefs and shoals which constrict the fairway.
Minard Castle is conspicuous on the shore SW of the narrows.
North Rock, marked by a lighted buoy, lies at the NE extremity
of foul ground. A lighted beacon marks the NW end of a gravel
bank extending NW from the largest islet.

Sgeir an Eirionaich (56°06'N., 5°14'W.), a rock marked by
a light, lies 0.5 mile off the E shore where the loch is marked
by a castle in ruins. Vessels pass on either side of the rock. Big
Shoal, with a depth of 5.2m, lies 0.6 mile NNE of the rock. The
fairway from the entrance of Upper Loch Fyne to and above
the narrows is free of dangers.

Inveraray (56°14'N., 5°04'W.), a town at the W entrance
point of Loch Shira, has a T-head pier with depths less than 2m
alongside. A mooring buoy lies off the pier. A ferry plies be-
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tween the pier and St. Catherine’s, on the opposite shore.
Inveraray Castle, standing in the woods N of town, is con-
spicuous. High hills rising NNE of the castle are prominent.
Anchorage, open to SW winds and sea, can be taken about
0.2 mile SE of the pier at Inveraray. A vessel proceeding to-
ward the head of Loch Fyne can find additional anchorage in

the area abeam Ardkinglas House (56°15'N., 4°57'W.), a con-
spicuous building standing on the SE side of the loch.
Anchoring and fishing are prohibited in an area off the SE
side of the loch, centered in position 56°12'N., 5°05'W.
Caution.—Upper Loch Fyne is used as a submarine exercise
area.
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SECTOR 2

WEST COAST—THE MULL OF KINTYRE TO THE ROSS OF MULL

Plan.—This sector describes the lochs, sounds, and estuar-
ies, with contiguous coasts, between the Mull of Kintyre, the
Ross of Mull, and the Caledonian Canal. The descriptive se-
quence is from S to N.

General Remarks

2.1  The coasts are generally bleak and rugged throughout
the area covered in this sector. Seaward sides of the mainland
and adjacent islands are subjected to seas and swell from the
Atlantic Ocean. The terrain is usually mountainous, with the
mainland from the N part of Kintyre indented by numerous
constricted lochs often fronted by rocky islets and shoals.

Islay, Jura, and Colonsay, three islands W of Kintyre, lie in
the approaches to the Firth of Lorn. Fairways between the is-
lands lead inland to small harbors and a few sheltered anchor-
ages. Local vessels serve the harbors and settlements on the
off-lying islands. Lights mark salient points. Dangers in the ap-
proaches and channels are described with related features.

The W coast of Scotland presents an almost uninterrupted
succession of deep indentations and bold rocky cliffs and head-
lands. Beinn Nevis, exceeding 1,341m in elevation and located
4 miles E of Fort William (56°49'N., 5°07'W.), is the highest
mountain in Scotland.

Regulations.—An IMO-adopted traffic separation scheme,
which is indicated on the chart, lies in the channel between the
Mull of Oa and the Mull of Kintyre to the N, and the coast of
Northern Ireland to the S. Laden tankers of over 10,000 tons
should avoid the area between the traffic separation scheme
and the Mull of Kintyre and between the traffic separation
scheme and Rathlin Island. Laden tankers should not transit the
narrow passage through Rathlin Sound.

Information about the Western Europe Tanker Reporting
System (WETREP), Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA),
and MARPOL can be found in Pub. 140, Sailing Directions
(Planning Guide) North Atlantic Ocean and Adjacent Seas.

Caution.—Submarines may conduct exercises in these wa-
ters. The areas are generally indicated on the chart.

Numerous marine farms may lie along the shores of the
lochs and estuaries described in this sector.

The Sound of Jura

2.2 The Mull of Kintyre (55°19'N., 5°48'W.), the SW ex-
tremity of Kintyre, is a bold steep-to promontory. Strong tide
rips occur S and SW of the headland. A light is shown from a
tower on a building standing 0.7 mile N of the promontory. The
light is often obscured by haze over the high land. Radio masts
stand close E of the tower.

The coast for 7 miles N of the Mull of Kintyre is bleak and
rugged; then to Glenacardoch Point (55°35'N., 5°42'W.), the
cliffs are interspersed with sandy bays. This coast is open to sea
and swell which breaks heavily upon it even during calm weath-
er, but especially when the tidal current is setting SE. Above and

below-water rocks lie on the fringing coastal shoals.

The tidal currents cause breakers and overfalls in the vicinity
of the rocks. There are dangerous tide rips over the 37m bank
lying 1.5 miles WNW of the Mull of Kintyre. Depths are very
irregular in the approaches to the Sound of Jura, but are at least
18m when more than 3 miles offshore. An aeronautical lighted
beacon is occasionally shown from a point near the coast about
8.5 miles NNE of Mull of Kintyre Light.

Gigha Island (55°39'N., 5°46'W.) is a hilly populated island
lying 3 miles off the coast of Kintyre. Cara and Gigalum
(55°38'N., 5°45'W.) are small islands lying off the S end of
Gigha. All these islands are encircled by foul ground and above
and below-water rocks and reefs.

Cath Sgeir (55°40'N., 5°37'W.), the outermost of the dan-
gers lying W of Gigha, is marked by a lighted buoy.

The Sound of Gigha (55°40'N., 5°42'W.), between Kintyre
and Gigha, is encumbered with foul ground and requires local
knowledge for transit by small vessels. Rhunahaorine Point
(55°41'N., 5°40'W.), on the E side of the sound, is marked by a
tower. Two conspicuous houses stand 2.5 and 3 miles NE of the
point. At Ardminish Bay (55°40'N., 5°44'W.), on the E side of
Gigha, there is a pier and anchorage for coastal vessels with lo-
cal knowledge. Beacons mark submarine cable landings on Ar-
dminish Bay and the opposite shore.

2.3  West Loch Tarbert (55°45'N., 5°35'W.), approached
from N and E of Gigha Island, is a finger loch extending 9
miles NE. The head of the loch is separated from East Loch
Tarbert by a low isthmus 0.7 mile wide. Ardpatrick Point and
Ronachan Point (55°44'N., 5°36'W.) mark the N and S en-
trance points of the loch which has a least charted depth of
8.2m in the fairway E of Dunmore (55°48'N., 5°31'W.).

Ferries cross the loch within Dunmore. Foul ground encir-
cles an islet in the loch entrance. Rocks within the entrance are
marked by lighted buoys and lighted beacons. A draft of 4.6m
can be carried for 7 miles within the loch and 2.4m to the head
of the loch. Mariners without local knowledge should enter the
loch at a stage of the tide when the rocks and reefs are visible.
A light is shown from a mast 1 mile NE of Ronachan Point.
Fishing vessels extensively use the loch.

Anchorage can be taken 0.5 mile NE of the islet of Eilean
Traighe and 0.2 mile off the ferry pier in a depth of 9m.

Kennacraig (55°48'N., 5°29'W.) is the mainland terminal for
a vehicular ferry. The channel markings in the loch ends at the
terminal. From this terminal to the head of the loch, 4.5 miles
of waterway, is extensively used by fishing boats.

Islay, the outermost island forming the W side of the S ap-
proach to the Sound of Jura, has undulating, mountainous ter-
rain with coastal ridges of moderate height. The island is
sparsely populated.

Rubha nan Leacan (55°35'N., 6°16'W.) is the S extremity
of Islay. From this point, the coast NE to Ardmore Point is
fronted by islets and rocks lying as far as 1.5 miles offshore.
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2.4  Ardmore Point (55°41'N., 6°01'W.) is the steep-to,
SE extremity of Islay. The Ardmore Islands (55°40'N.,
6°02'W.), a group of islets and above and below-water rocks,
extend about 2.2 miles SSW of the point. Eilean a’ Chuirn
(55°40'N., 6°01'W.) is the E islet of the group. A light is shown
from a beacon on the E end of the islet.

Aird Imersay (55°39'N., 6°05'W.), a promontory SW of Ar-
dmore Point, is fronted by foul ground.

Texa (55°37'N., 6°09'W.), an island marked by a beacon on
its E summit, is encircled by above and below-water rocks and
foul ground extending S and W to Carraig Fhada (55°37'N.,
6°12'W.).

Otter Rock (55°34'N., 6°07'W.), lying 2.5 miles S of Texa,
has a least depth of 3.7m. A lighted buoy is moored 0.4 mile
SSW of the rock. Seas break heavily on Otter Rock when
strong winds are in opposition to the tidal currents, which set E
in this area.

Caution.—Dangers lying off the S coast can be avoided by
keeping Ardmore Point, bearing 354°, open E of Eilean a’
Chuirn.

2.5 Port Ellen (55°38'N., 6°12'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33280), the chief port of Islay, is a ferry port which is en-
tered between Carraig Fhada and Rubha a’ Chuinnlein
(55°38'N., 6°11'W.), the W and E entrance points. The en-
trance channel, with a least depth of 3.9m in the fairway, is
constricted by numerous rocks and shoals which reduce the
swell setting into the harbor with S winds. North and S gales
lower and raise the water level about 0.6m, respectively.

Carraig Fhada Light, 20m high, is conspicuous and stands on
the SE extremity of Carraig Fhada Point. Ten high radio masts
are conspicuous about 0.8 mile NW of Carraig Fhada. A distill-
ery on the N shore is prominent, as is a church spire on the E
shore.

The approach to Port Ellen is encumbered with rocks, reefs,
and shoals. The E part of the harbor is foul, and the W part has
depths of 5.5 to 11m and is relatively clear of dangers. A pier
in the harbor has a length of 65m and an alongside depth of
3.3m, with ro-ro facilities for ferries. Local knowledge is re-
quired to enter the harbor or a pilot can be arranged for through
the harbormaster on prior notice.

Anchorage can be taken in the harbor, in depths up to 11m,
sand. With S winds, vessels can anchor, in a depth of 11m,
about 0.2 mile W of the E entrance point. Larger vessels can
anchor, in a depth of 16.5m, good holding ground, about 1.2
miles SE of Carraig Fhada.

2.6  The Sound of Islay (55°46'N., 6°01'W.) separates the
islands of Islay and Jura. Local vessels of shallow draft transit
the sound, avoiding the open sea W of Islay. It is not recom-
mended that vessels of deep draft proceed through the sound as
a rocky shoal, having a depth of 9.1m, lies in the N entrance
fairway. Anchorage, except in fine weather, is not advised be-
cause of strong tidal currents and the uneven foul condition of
the bottom. It is reported that ten power-generating tidal tur-
bines are planned to be installed on the sea floor within the
sound by the autumn of 2015. These turbines will extend from
the sea floor to within 17m of the surface.

McArthur’s Head (55°46'N., 6°03'W.), 1 mile N of Proaig
Bay, is a promontory formed by steep cliffs. A light is shown

from a tower on the head. A small pier is situated 0.2 mile SE
of the light. The Sound of Islay is entered between McArthur’s
Head and Rubha na Traille (55°48'N., 5°58'W.).

Tidal current data is carried on charts of the area. Tide rips
occur off McArthur’s Head during the ebb. In the entrance, the
tidal current sets W and NW during the flood and E and SE
during the ebb.

The currents in the sound set in the direction of the channel
fairway. There are countercurrents close to the shores of the
sound.

2.7 Proaig Bay (55°45'N., 6°02'W.), an open bight, af-
fords sheltered anchorage during W winds, but the bottom is
unreliable. Beinn Bheigeir (55°44'N., 6°05'W.), the highest
mountain on Islay, rises W of the bay.

Am Fraoch Eilean (55°48'N., 6°02'W.), an islet lying in the
entrance of the sound, and Black Rock, marked by a buoy, lie
on an above and below-water reef. The fairway into the sound
leads close W of the buoy and N through the sound between
the shoals and rocky, foul ground fringing the shores.

Port Askaig (55°51'N., 6°06'W.) is a very small bight on the
W side of the sound, just N of its narrowest part. There is a
quay used by ferry vessels; S of the quay a small bay with
depths of 4m close to the shore. A light is shown from a tower
on the cliffs at Carraig Mor (55°50'N., 6°06'W.).

Carragh an t-Sruith (55°52'N., 6°06'W.) is a cliffy point on
the E side of the sound on which stands a lighted tower. The
sound opens up N of the point, with its E shore extending to
Loch Tarbert.

Rubha a’ Mhail (55°56'N., 6°07'W.), the N extremity of Is-
lay, is also a point at the NW end of the sound. The lighted
tower on the point shows up very clearly against the back-
ground of heather-covered slopes. Rocky shoals and reef flats,
with depths of 9.1 to 9.6m, extend from the point into the fair-
way of the sound.

Sheltered anchorage from N winds can be taken, in depths
up to 14.6m, about 0.5 mile E of Am Fraoch Eilean and 1.2
miles NW of the N end of this same islet.

McDougall’s Bay (55°50'N., 6°05'W.) affords anchorage, in
7.3m, good holding ground, clear of the tidal current.

Whitefarland Bay (55°51'N., 6°05'W.) provides sheltered
anchorage, in a depth of 9.1m, but the holding ground is poor.

Bunnahabhain Bay (55°53'N., 6°07'W.), an anchorage
sheltered from W winds, has good holding ground, in a depth
of 10.1m, about 0.3 mile offshore, with the distillery chimney
bearing 197°. A stranded wreck is located close E of the bay.

2.8 The Sound of Jura (55°50'N., 5°48'W.), separating
the E side of Jura from the W side of Kintyre, is entered be-
tween Rubha na Traille (55°48'N., 5°58'W.) and Ardpatrick
Point (55°46'N., 5°37'W.). Depths in the fairway of the sound
exceed 37m, but there are several detached patches with a least
depth of 15.8m. Tidal currents, irregular in the S entrance of
the sound, set NE and SW on the flood and ebb, respectively,
within the entrance.

Loch na Mile (55°51'N., 5°56'W.), a small, shallow, and
open bay, is fronted by The Small Isles (55°50'N., 5°56'W.), a
group of islets. The S islet, Filean nan Gabhar, is marked by a
light; a stranded wreck lies close E. Loch na Mile provides
good anchorage in its N part sheltered from all winds, in depths
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of 7 to 12m, mud and weed, W or NW of Eilean Bhride
(55°52'N., 5°55'W.). A concrete pier, close within the S en-
trance of the bay, has a depth of 2.7m alongside.

The Small Isles are encircled by above and below-water
rocks and reef flats, of which Na Cuiltean (55°49'N.,
5°55'W.), the S islet, is marked by a light.

Anchorage, with local knowledge, can be taken, in a depth of
22m, sand and mud, about 0.5 mile SE of Eilean nan Gabhar.
Small vessels can anchor, in a depth of 5m, sand and gravel,
0.2 mile NNW of Eilean nan Gabhar and should pass W of the
islet.

Lowlandman’s Bay (55°53'N., 5°53'W.), a small bight with
a drying head, affords anchorage in the middle of the bay in
depths of 8.7m, good holding ground. The bay is open to N and
S squalls, but is sheltered from W gales.

Nine-Foot Rock (55°52'N., 5°53'W.), marked by a lighted
buoy at its SE side, lies off the entrance of the bay.

Skervuile (55°53'N., 5°50'W.), above and below-water
rocks marked by a lighted tower, lies in the fairway of the
Sound of Jura.

Caution.—Due to the many unmarked shoals, it is recom-
mended that vessels of deep draft should pass E of Skervuile.

2.9  Loch Stornoway (55°47'N., 5°37'W.) is a small bight
with many shoals and a drying head. Submerged rocks lie in
the entrance of the loch which should not be entered without
local knowledge.

Loch Caolisport (55°52'N., 5°40'W.), entered SE of Point
of Knap (55°53'N., 5°41'W.), has a least depth of 10.7m in the
fairway. There are several patches to be avoided. Liath Eilein
(55°54'N., 6°40'W.) lies at the edge of a foul area. The loch,
exposed to S winds, can be used for temporary anchorage. Lo-
chead House, a large white building at the head of the loch,
aligned 046° with the SE end of Liath Eilein, leads SE of shoal
patches.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 4.1 to 6.4m, near the
drying head of the loch and, in 4.6 to 9.1m, in a bight on the W
shore, about 1 mile NE of Point of Knap.

The MacCormaig Isles (55°55'N., 5°43'W.), a group of
grassy islets and rocks, lie in the approach to Loch Sween. Fi-
lean Mor (55°55'N., 5°44'W.), the largest and W islet, is sepa-
rated from the two E islets by a navigable passage about 0.2
mile wide. The passage is not recommended for vessels with-
out local knowledge. Foul ground encircles the isles and a spit,
with depths of 2.1 to 3.4m, extends N to NNW from the inner
isles to the NW channel leading to Loch Sween. A rock, with a
least depth of 1.9m, was reported to lie 0.2 mile SE of the S
end of Corr Eilean (55°55'N., 5°44'W.).

Eilean nan Leac (55°55'N., 5°42'W.), a steep rocky islet,
lies on the E side of the S channel leading into Loch Sween.
Tide rips and eddies occur in the vicinity of the isles.

Loch Sween (55°56'N., 5°42'W.), 2 miles N of Point of
Knap, is entered between Eilean nan Leac and Danna, an island
2.7 miles N of Point of Knap. Rocky foul ground extends at
least 0.3 mile off the S side of Danna.

Sgeir Bun an Locha (55°56'N., 5°41'W.), the largest of a
group of above-water rocks, lies on the outer edge of this foul
ground and close within the entrance of the loch. The ruins of
Castle Sween, standing on the SE shore of the loch 2 miles
NNE of Eilean nan Leac, are conspicuous. A bar of stones and

shells, with a least depth of 6.1m, obstructs the fairway mid-
way between Sgeir Bun an Locha and Castle Sween. Sgeirean
a’ Mhain is a small rock lying on a shoal bank, in mid-channel,
about 3 miles inside the entrance.

2.10 Linne Mhuirich (55°59'N., 5°39'W.), a shallow inlet
leading off Loch Sween, is fronted by Taynish Island, covered
with heather. Tidal currents within Loch Sween are greatly af-
fected by the strength and direction of the wind. Strong SW
winds cause the water level inside the loch to rise despite a fall-
ing tide.

Anchorage can be taken within a landlocked inlet indenting
the E side of the loch about 6 miles inside the entrance. The
holding ground is good, in depths of 11 to 22m, mud.

Small vessels can anchor with good holding ground in a
bight about 1 mile NW of the above anchorage. However, Oib
Rocks, marked by a beacon, must be cleared to reach the an-
chorage, which has depths of up to 12.8m, mud.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 14.6m, in mid-channel
between Sgeir Bun an Locha and the bar.

Carraig an Daimh (55°57'N., 5°45'W.) is the larger of two
above-water rocky islets lying on foul ground on the E side of
the fairway leading through the Sound of Jura.

Rubha na Cille (55°57'N., 5°43'W.), a point at the S extrem-
ity of a long finger peninsula, lies 1 mile E of Carraig an
Daimh, and at the W entrance of Loch na Cille. The N end of
the peninsula terminates at Port Keills, a small shallow bight
encumbered by rocks.

Loch na Cille (55°57'N., 5°43'W.), also known as Loch
Keills, extends NE along the W side of Danna Island to its dry-
ing head. Strong tidal currents setting across the entrance of the
loch keep the loch free from swell during SW winds.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 7.3m, sand and shells,
0.6 mile NE of the S end of Rubha na Cille. This anchorage is
protected from the swell during SW winds.

Lagg Bay (55°56'N., 5°51'W.), a shallow bight, indents the
E coast of Jura about 4 miles NNE of Lowlandman’s Bay.

Tarbert Bay (55°58'N., 5°50'W.), a small inlet, affords shel-
ter; there is a landing at its head for boats during N and W
winds. Local knowledge is highly recommended for access.

The N part of the Sound of Jura leads into several lochs
along the coast and to sounds leading N to the Firth of Lorn.
Depths are irregular in the fairway. Currents are variable and
often strong between the islands, depending on the stage of tide
and time of year. Tide rips and eddies often occur off salient
features and in channels between the islands during tidal
changes.

2.11 Lussa Bay (56°01'N., 5°47'W.), a small bight, affords
shelter to small vessels from N winds. Care must be taken to
avoid the reefs lying close off the W side of the bay. A shoal,
with a least depth of 11.6m, lies 0.3 mile offshore, 0.7 mile S
of Lussa Bay.

Ardlussa Bay (56°02'N., 5°46'W.) affords anchorage for
small craft with local knowledge.

Dubh Chamas (56°06'N., 5°42'W.) is an open bight, free of
dangers, but too deep for suitable anchorage.

Kinuachdrach Harbor (56°07'N., 5°41'W.) affords anchorage,
in depths of 3m, close to the N shore of the bay.

Port an Tiobairt (56°08'N., 5°41'W.), a ferry terminal, is a
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small, open bight wherein anchorage can be taken in depths of
5to 11m.

The coast forming the E side of the Sound of Jura is irregu-
larly indented by several shoal inlets and fronted by islands ly-
ing close offshore. In the middle of the sound, extending 5
miles from its N limit, lie a chain of islets terminating S at Ru-
adh Sgeir (56°04'N., 5°40'W.), from which a light is shown.
Detached banks, with depths of 23.8m, lie up to 1.5 miles off
the E shore of the sound.

Leth Sgeir (56°00'N., 5°40'W.) is the S islet of a rocky chain
of islets and rocks extending parallel to the coast for about 2
miles. The W side of the chain is steep-to.

Carsaig Bay (56°02'N., 5°39'W.), encumbered with rocks
and shoals, affords anchorage, in depths up to 14.6m, sheltered
from N winds, E of the S end of Carsaig Island. A submarine
cable is landed in the bay.

Loch Crinan (56°06'N., 5°34'W.) is entered between Ard-
noe Point (56°06'N., 5°35'W.), a promontory, and Scodaig, a
point 1.2 miles NNE. The loch extends ESE for 1.5 miles to its
drying head, where the River Add empties. Tidal currents,
strong across the loch entrance, are weak within.

Eilean nan Coinean (56°07'N., 5°35'W.), a steep-to islet
about 0.3 mile W of Scodaig, is separated from the mainland
by a deep channel.

2.12 Crinan (56°05'N., 5°34'W.) (World Port Index No.
33290), a village situated at the NW entrance of the Crinan Ca-
nal, has a conspicuous hotel. Duntrune Castle, about 1.5 miles
NE of the village, is prominent. Lights are shown at the canal
entrance. Anchorage can be taken by small craft in the harbor.
Good temporary anchorage can be taken in the center of the
loch, 0.4 mile N of Eilean da Mheinn (56°05'N., 5°34'W.), in
a depth of 8.8m, sand over mud.

Loch Craignish (56°08'N., 5°35'W.) is entered between
Scodaig and Rubh’ an Lionaidh (56°08'N., 5°37'W.). Garbh
Reisa (Garraeasar) (56°07'N., 5°37'W.), at the N end of the
chain of islets terminating S at Ruadh Sgeir, lies 0.5 mile S of
Rubh’ an Lionaidh.

Dorus Mor (56°08'N., 5°37'W.), the deep channel N of Gar-
bh Reisa, is clear of dangers in the fairway. Strong tidal cur-
rents are encountered in the channel. Tide rips and eddies occur
around the islets.

Reisa an t-Sruith (56°08'N., 5°39'W.), a steep-to islet, lies
in the W approach to Craignish. The channel N of the islet is
deep and clear of dangers except for tide rips and eddies. A
light is shown from the S end of the islet.

Two channels lead NE from the entrance of Loch Craignish.
One channel, with a least depth of 11m, leads between a chain
of islets and the E shore of the loch. The principal channel,
with a least depth of 7.3m, lies W of the islets and becomes
constricted about 3 miles within the loch entrance. Tidal cur-
rents are negligible.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 8.3m, about 0.5 mile
SSE of Sgeir Dubh Mhic Lartai (Black) Rock (56°11'N.,
5°32'W.), and also in a depth of 14.6m, mud, 0.5 mile from the
head of the loch. Anchorage can also be obtained 1 mile ENE
of Craignish Point, in a depth of 9m, mud, shale and weed.

The Sound of Jura—Islands in the North Ap-
proach

2.13 Scarba (56°11'N., 5°43'W.), a bleak and rugged is-
land, has no harbors. Cruach Scarba is a pyramidal peaked em-
inence in the interior of the island. The S coast of Scarba is
bold and steep-to. Temporary anchorage can be taken in depths
of up to 18m about 300m off the E coast, and in the bay near
the SE extremity of Scarba; both places are little affected by
the tidal current.

The Gulf of Corryvreckan (56°09'N., 5°43'W.) is the navi-
gable passage separating Scarba and Jura. Coastal vessels tran-
sit this turbulent passage which is deep and free of dangers, but
subject to strong tidal currents, eddies, and tide rips. The gulf is
considered dangerous when the tidal currents are approaching
maximum strength, and no vessel should then attempt this pas-
sage without local knowledge, nor should a passage be at-
tempted with the wind against the tide.

The ideal time to transit the gulf is in calm weather at slack
water, especially at neaps. Vessels are advised to navigate on
the S side of the gulf to avoid a local disturbance known as the
Hag. This disturbance is a whirlpool that attains a height of
several meters with a conspicuous roar heard at a great dis-
tance. Vessels transitting from E to W through the gulf are cau-
tioned that the strong tidal current setting N up the E side of
Jura increases in strength as it approaches the gulf and sets ves-
sels strongly toward the N side of the gulf, causing difficulty in
making the passage on the S side.

Lunga (56°13'N., 5°42'W.), an island, is separated from
Scarba by a channel constricted by foul ground and an islet ly-
ing at its E end. The E sides of Scarba and Lunga are fringed
by rocky shoals and above and below-water rocks.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 18m, sand, in Cam-
as > Mhor-Fhir, a deep bay on the SW coast of Lunga, and al-
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S0, in a depth of 9m, 250m offshore, about 1 mile N of the SE
end of the island.

Guirasdeal (56°12'N., 5°43'W.), an island 0.2 mile SW of
Lunga, and An Tudan, an above water rock lying 0.3 mile
NNW of Lunga, are separated from Lunga by a constricted
channel 6.5m deep. The Black Islands (Eilean Dubh Mor and
Eilean Dubh Beag) (56°14'N., 5°43'W.) lie 1 mile NW of Lun-
ga.
Ormsa (56°15'N., 5°42'W.) is a steep-to islet. Eddies and
tide rips occur in the vicinity of Lunga, the Black Islands, and
Ormsa, where a strong race prevails close S and W of Ormsa
with a N tidal current.

Belnahua (56°15'N., 5°41'W.), an islet lying 0.5 mile N of
Ormsa, is encircled by foul ground.

Garvellachs (56°14'N., 5°47'W.) is a group of islands and
islets lying 3 miles WNW of Lunga. A light is shown from a
beacon standing at the SW extremity of Eileach an Naoimh
(56°13'N., 5°48'W.), the S island of the group.

The Sound of Jura—North Approaches

2.14 The Sound of Luing (56°12'N., 5°40'W.), a N exten-
sion of the Sound of Jura, lies between Scarba, Lunga, and Lu-
ing. Dubh Sgeir (56°15'N., 5°40'W.) and Fladda (56°15'N.,
5°41'W.), areef and an islet, lie at the E and W sides of the N
entrance.

Numerous shoals lie in the constricted N part of the sound
and there are strong tidal currents. The Sound of Luing is the
principal waterway for shipping proceeding N from, or S to the
Sound of Jura. The S part of the Sound of Luing is clear of dan-
gers and has a least depth of 25.6m in the fairway. Eddies along
the sides of the sound are weak and run contrary to the main
tidal currents.

Luing (56°14'N., 5°39'W.), a sparsely-settled island, forms
the E side of the Sound of Luing. Cnoc Dhomhnuill, the sum-
mit of the island, rises near the N end.

Rubh’ard Luing (56°11'N., 5°38'W.), a low islet lying off
the S end of Luing, is connected by a drying reef to the island.
Foul ground, marked by a buoy moored SW of the islet, ex-
tends along the W side of Luing and extends up to about 250m
offshore as far as Rubha na Lic (56°13'N., 5°40'W.).

Black Mill Bay (56°13'N., 5°40'W.), a shoal bight close S of
Rubha na Lic, has a fishing settlement and a ruined wooden
pier near its S entrance point. Shoals, with a least depth of 3m,
lie in the fairway of the Sound of Luing about 1.2 miles NNW
of Rubha na Lic. The preferred fairway lies E of the shoals.

Anchorage can be taken in depths of 5 to 11m about 300m
from the head of Black Mill Bay, with Rubha na Lic bearing
321° and aligned with the NE end of Rubha Fiola (56°14'N.,
5°42'W.).

Dubh Sgeir (56°15'N., 5°40'W.), 4m high, is encircled by
rocky shoals. A light is shown from its summit. A racon is situ-
ated at the light.

Fladda (56°15'N., 5°41'W.), a low islet lying on rocky foul
ground, shows a light from a tower standing on the E side of
the islet.

The channel between Dubh Sgeir and Fladda has a least
depth of 9.8m and between Fladda and Belnahua (56°15'N.,
5°42'W.), there is a least depth of 14.9m in the fairway. There
are several detached above and below-water rocks and shoals

Courtesy of Nicola Lang
Fladda Light

lying up to 3 miles W of Luing at the N end.
Anchorage can be taken in depths of 9.1 to 11m about 0.1
mile N of Fladda with the lighted tower bearing 184°.

2.15 Loch Shuna (56°13'N., 5°35'W.) is approached be-
tween the S end of Luing and Craignish Point. The outer en-
trance is deep and clear of dangers. The coast forming the E
side of the approach is fronted by numerous rocky shoals and
Islets.

Reisa Mhic Phaidean (56°09'N., 5°37'W.), an islet lying in
the approach to Loch Shuna, is separated from the mainland by
a deep channel. The islet is fringed by rocks, awash, on foul
ground.

Bagh Ban (56°10'N., 5°35'W.) affords anchorage, in depths
of 2 to 7m, sand and mud, in the S part of the bay.

Druim an Achanarnich (56°10'N., 5°36'W.) is an elevated
ridge with a fort on its summit, located adjacent to a conspicu-
ous cliff on the coast.

Culbhaie Rock (56°11'N., 5°35'W.), one of a group of
above and below-water rocks which dry 1.5m, and Liath Sgeir
(56°12'N., 5°34'W.), the S islet of a group of islets, lie in the
entrance to Loch Shuna.

Bagh an Tigh Stoir (56°12'N., 5°33'W.), a bay 0.3 mile
ENE of Liath Sgeir, is sheltered by the islets in the vicinity and
can be approached from S, W, and NW. In the latter passage
there is a rock awash 0.1 mile off the S side of Fraoch Eilean.
Anchorage can be obtained for small vessels in the middle of
the bay, except during strong SW winds, in depths of 4 to 5m,
mud and sand. Larger vessels may anchor outside the bay, 0.3
mile NNE of Liath Sgeir, in a depth of 25m, mud. A jetty is sit-
uated at the S entrance point of the bay.

Eilean Arsa (56°12'N., 5°34'W.), the largest of these is-
lands, which rises to an elevation of 45m, lies 0.1 mile NW of
Liath Sgeir.

Craobh Haven (56°13'N., 5°33'W.) is a small harbor en-
closed by Eilean Buidhe to the NE and Eilean an Duin and Fra-
och Eilean to the W and SW. The harbor is protected by
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breakwaters and a marina lies on its SE side. Anchorage can be
taken in the harbor, in depths of 9 to 14m, good holding
ground.

Asknish Bay (56°14'N., 5°34'W.) affords sheltered anchor-
age from N and E winds in suitable depths throughout the bay.
The drying rocks and shoals extending S from Rubh’ a’ Chnaip
(Asknish Point), forming the N part of the bay, must be avoid-
ed.

Shuna (56°13'N., 5°36'W.), an island, is separated from Lu-
ing by Shuna Sound and from the mainland by Loch Shuna,
which is deep and navigable. Shuna Cottage, standing near the
NE point of the island, is a conspicuous landmark. A detached
3.7m rocky patch lies 0.3 mile SW of Shuna Point (56°12'N.,
5°37'W.). Close E of Rubh’ an Aoil (56°14'N., 5°37'W.), the N
extremity of Shuna, there is a sheltered inlet wherein anchor-
age can be taken, in depths of 3.7 to 9.1m.

2.16 Shuna Sound (56°13'N., 5°38'W.), deep and free of
dangers, has a least navigable width of 0.3 mile. Tidal currents
are usually weak in the sound and loch except at springs. An-
chorage can be taken, in depths of up to 11m, sheltered except
for winds from the SSW, in the entrance of Kilchattan Bay
(56°13'N., 5°38'W.), midway within Shuna Sound.

Loch Melfort (56°15'N., 5°34'W.) is entered between Ardu-
aine Point and Degnish Point (56°15'N., 5°35'W.). The en-
trance points are steep-to. Tidal currents are negligible. Scoul
Eilean (56°15'N., 5°36'W.) and Eilean Gamhna (56°15'N.,
5°35'W.) are islets lying on foul ground in the entrance to Loch
Melfort. Vessels entering the loch can pass between or on ei-
ther side of the islets. Campbell Rock (56°15'N., 5°34'W.),
with a depth of 1.8m, lies in the fairway. Detached above-water
rocks and islets lie scattered throughout the loch, but there is
ample room to navigate.

Kilchoan Bay (56°16'N., 5°34'W.), indenting the N shore of
Loch Melfort, is open to SW winds. Farm buildings near the
head of the bay are conspicuous. Anchorage can be taken, in a
depth of 22m, mud, in the middle of the bay.

Anchorage can be taken in Fearnach Bay (56°16'N.,
5°30'W.), the N head of Loch Melfort, in depths of 11 to
12.8m, about 0.3 mile offshore. A light is shown from a pier at
the N extremity of the bay. Vessels can anchor in greater depths
about 300m off the NW side of the bay, keeping clear of the
mooring buoy 275m SW of the light. Small vessels can anchor
in small bays indenting the S side of Loch Melfort. A small
pier is situated at Loch na Cille, an inlet SSE of Fearnach Bay.

2.17 Seil Sound (56°16'N., 5°36'W.), a N extension of
Shuna Sound, is approached from S between Degnish Point
(56°15'N., 5°35'W.) and the SE end of Torsa (Torsay)
(56°15'N., 5°37'W.). The approach channel is deep, except for
drying rocks lying close NW of the point. Torsa is connected to
the NE side of Luing by a drying reef. The passage and bay be-
tween the W side of Torsa and the NE side of Luing is foul.
Rocky, 3.7m patches lie as far as 0.3 mile from the NE end of
Torsa.

Seil Sound extends from the N end of Torsa to Clachan
Sound (56°19'N., 5°35'W.). The mainland coast, forming the E
side of the sound, is formed of steep cliffs. There is a least
depth of 14.9m in the fairway to Ard Sheilleach, where depths
decrease to 2.7m. The E side of Seil (56°18'N., 5°37'W.), a

sparsely-populated island, forms the W side of Seil Sound.

Armaddy Bay (56°17'N., 5°35'W.), a shallow bight encum-
bered with rocky shoals, indents the E side of the sound, close
inside the entrance. Navigation is restricted in this bay due to
the many drying shoals.

Balvicar Bay (56°18'N., 5°36'W.), a small open bay on the
E side of Seil, is formed N by Ard Sheilleach, a promontory.
Eilean Tornal, an islet, lies in the bay entrance. A village and
jetty are situated at the S shore of the bay.

Restricted anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 5Sm, mud,
0.1 mile WNW of the SW end of the islet and also off the jetty
by small craft.

Clachan Sound (56°19'N., 5°35'W.), entered about 1 mile
NNE of Ard Sheilleach, is spanned at the entrance by a bridge
connecting Seil with the mainland. The sound, drying in plac-
es, can be entered with local knowledge. Tidal currents are
strong under the bridge.

Cuan Sound (56°16'N., 5°38'W.), separating Luing and
Seil, is a narrow passage connecting Seil Sound and Loch Mel-
fort with the Firth of Lorn. Vessels with local knowledge transit
the sound which has a least depth of 7m in the channel. Pas-
sage through the sound is best accomplished during the stage
of slack water as at other stages strong currents prevail. An
overhead power cable, with a vertical clearance of 35m, spans
the sound. Anchorage can be taken, clear of tidal currents,
about 0.5 mile SSW of Rubha Breac (56°16'N., 5°37'W.), the S
extremity of Seil.

The Firth of Lorn—Approaches

2.18 The Firth of Lorn (56°18'N., 5°47'W.) is approached
between the W sides of Islay, Jura, Scarba, Lunga, Luing, and
the S side of Mull. Colonsay and Oronsay, two islands, lie in
the approach to the firth. Although Islay (55°45'N., 6°10'W.)
and Jura (55°55'N., 6°00'W.) are both mountainous, the sharp-
ly peaked mountains of Jura are in marked contrast with the
undulating ranges of Islay. The rocky NW coast of Islay af-
fords no shelter and should only be approached during fine
weather. Mull is also mountainous, deeply indented, and
backed by precipitous cliffs in places. Depths are ample for
deep-draft ships in the principal approach to the Firth of Lorn,
NW of Colonsay. Several detached 18 to 33m banks lie in the
fairway. The channel between Oronsay and Islay has depths of
11 to 12.8m with detached shoals of 7.6 to 9.1m.

Dubh Artach (St. John’s Rock) (56°08'N., 6°38'W.), a
rocky islet fringed by reefs, lies 16 miles W of the N extremity
of Colonsay. A light is shown from a tower on the islet. Above
and below-water rocks lie as far as 0.3 mile from the islet and
there are several detached banks in the area around Dubh Art-
ach.

Shackleton Rock (56°10'N., 6°23'W.), with a depth of
11.9m, lies 8 miles ENE of the islet and close N of the ap-
proach channel. Tide and current information is included on
applicable charts covering the approaches to the Firth of Lorn.

Tidal currents set NE and SW in the direction of the coasts.
Eddies prevail along the shores of the islands lying in the ap-
proach.

Prevailing coastal currents are altered in velocity and direc-
tion by the tidal currents coursing through the sounds. In the
approach fairway to the firth, the current is weak and has a ro-
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tary clockwise direction.

The Oa (55°37'N., 6°17'W.) is the peninsula forming the S
end of Islay. The Mull of Oa (55°35'N., 6°20'W.), a promonto-
ry on Oa, is marked on its summit by a prominent monument.

2.19 Rhinns of Islay (55°44'N., 6°26'W.), the SW penin-
sula of Islay, is marked by a lighted tower standing on Orsay
(55°40'N., 6°31'W.), an islet lying close off the Rhinns. There
are numerous, detached patches, best seen on the chart, lying S
and SW of Islay.

Loch Indaal (55°43'N., 6°23'W.) indents the coast of Islay
7.5 miles N of the Mull of Oa. Coasters and small vessels can

anchor in the entrance to the loch, unsheltered from the prevail-
ing winds.

Laggan Bay (55°40'N., 6°18'W.) is an open bight between
The Oa and Laggan Point (55°43'N., 6°20'W.), the E entrance
point of Loch Indaal. The loch has depths of 7.3 to 14.6m in
the entrance, with lesser depths to its drying head. Shelter is af-
forded to vessels with drafts of up to 3m well within the loch.
Lights are shown at Port Charlotte and Bruichladdich, two vil-
lages on the W shore of the loch. There is an L-shaped pier,
with a depth of 3m alongside, at the latter village. Anchorage
can be taken, in a depth of 10.1m, good holding ground, about
0.6 mile ESE of Port Charlotte, with Rubh an Duin Light bear-
ing 305°. Anchorage may also be taken, in a depth of 5.5m,
about 1 mile E of the pier at Bruichladdich.

From Rubha na Faing (55°41'N., 6°32'W.) and Frenchman’s
Rocks, this rocky coast, affording no shelter, extends NNE to
Eilean nam Meann (55°51'N., 6°27'W.), a conspicuous prom-
ontory.

Caution.—A historic wreck lies in a restricted area, 100m in
radius, centered on the N end of Frenchman’s Rock.

2.20 Coul Point (55°48'N., 6°29'W.), a prominent head-
land, separates Machir Bay and Saligo Bay. Neither bay af-
fords anchorage.

West Bank (55°43'N., 6°35'W.), with a depth of 11.9m, lies
5.5 miles SW of Coul Point.

The entire coast is reef-fringed and foul. At Ardnave Point
(55°53'N., 6°20'W.), the coast is broken by Traigh Baile Aong-
hais, a lengthy and very shallow inlet. Balach Rocks, drying, lie
just off the entrance to the inlet which is fronted by foul ground
extending as far as and encircling Nave Island, lying 0.4 mile N
of the point. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 5.5m, good
holding ground, about 250m SE of Nave Island.

Rubha a’ Mhail (55°56'N., 6°07'W.), the N extremity of Is-
lay, is described with the Sound of Islay in paragraph 2.7. Post
Rocks, dark, drying rocks lying 1.2 miles WNW of Rubha a’
Mhail, are steep-to on their N side and should be given a wide
berth.

2.21 Oronsay (56°01'N., 6°15'W.), a small island, is sepa-
rated from Colonsay (56°04'N., 6°13'W.) by a narrow drying
channel.

The islands are sparsely populated. Foul ground fringes most
of the islands and there are detached rocky patches lying off-
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shore. Beinn Oronsay, a high hill, is conspicuous because of its
wedge shape. Carnan Eoin, the highest eminence on Colonsay,
is topped by a cairn.

The low rocky coast of Oronsay is fronted by a chain of
shoals and rocky islets terminating N at Eilean Ghaoideamal
(56°01'N., 6°13'W.) and S at Caolas Mor (55°59'N., 6°15'W.),
a channel with a least width of 0.2 mile and charted depths of
5.8 to 11.6m. Rubha Mhail, aligned 117° with Beinn an Oir,
4.5 miles ESE, clears NNE of Post Rocks. The W coasts of the
islands should not be approached within a depth of the 36m. A
detached 16.2m patch lies 4.2 miles ENE of the N end of Co-
lonsay. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to 9.1m, grav-
el, in the bay about 0.3 mile NW of Eilean Ghaoideamal.

Loch Staosnaig (56°04'N., 6°12'W.), a small bight, affords
anchorage with offshore winds, in depths of 11 to 12.8m, sand,
about 0.3 mile offshore. Scalasaig Harbor (56°04'N., 6°11'W.)
lying in a cove close N of the loch, has a pier 183m long.
Range lights, in line bearing 262°, lead to the pier. Anchorage
can be taken, in 7.3m, sand, about 300m E of the pier. With W
winds, anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 18m, mud, about
0.7 mile SE of Scalasaig Light.

The W coast of Jura extends 17 miles NE from the N en-
trance of the Sound of Islay to the Gulf of Corryvreckan. The
Paps, three conical peaks, rise to conspicuous heights at the
SW part of Jura.

2.22 Loch Tarbert (55°58'N., 6°00'W.) extends 5.5 miles
E and is separated from Tarbert Bay by an isthmus 0.7 mile
wide. The loch has outer and inner narrows. An islet in the
middle of the outer narrows constricts the fairway to a width of
about 35m with depths of 4.9 to 6.7m; the inner narrows has a
depth of 3.6m. Tidal currents are strong in both narrows. Rubh’
an t-Sailean (55°58'N., 6°00'W.), a rocky headland at the N en-
trance of the loch, is formed W by bare, dark cliffs and has a
cairn on the summit. Landing can be accomplished at a sandy
bight close E of the headland. The shores of the loch are front-
ed by shoals, above and below-water rocks, and islets. Local
knowledge is necessary.

Anchorage, with offshore winds, can be taken by large ves-
sels in the outer part of the loch, in a depth of 16.5m, sand.
Small vessels, sheltered from N winds, can anchor, in a depth
of 11m, good holding ground, off the N shore about 1 mile
from Rubh’ an t-Sailean. Glenbatrick Bay, on the S side of the
loch, affords anchorage, in a depth of 11m, sand, sheltered
from SW and W winds and seas.

Tarbert Bank (56°00'N., 6°05'W.), with a depth of 9.5m,
has a hard bottom covered with sand and shells.

The coast of Jura extending N and NE from Loch Tarbert is
indented by several open and shallow bays which afford tem-
porary anchorage to vessels with local knowledge. South gales
along this coast generally veer N.

A rock, with a least depth of 3.4m, is located in position
55°57'33.6"N, 5°5628.2"W close S of the range line, between
shoal ground and Rubha nam Meann.

2.23 Mull (56°31'N., 6°00'W.), an island of the Inner Heb-
rides group, is separated from the mainland by the Firth of
Lorn and the Sound of Mull. The island is very mountainous
and has shores that are deeply indented.

Beinn Mor (56°26'N., 6°01'W.), rising to a conical summit,

is the highest mountain. Tobermory, the only town, is situated 3
miles from the N end of the island. Whereas the tidal currents
around Oronsay and Colonsay are rotary and weak, those along
the S coast of Mull and in the lochs are irregular, increasing in
velocity within the narrows of the Firth of Lorn.

The Ross of Mull (56°19'N., 6°22'W.) is the SW peninsula
of Mull. Rubha nam Maol Mora (56°16'N., 6°19'W.) is a point
1 mile E of the SW extremity of the Ross of Mull.

Torran Rocks (56°15'N., 6°25'W.), a detached group of is-
lets with above and below-water rocks, extends at least 5 miles
SW of the point. Eilean a’ Chalmain is an islet lying close W of
the point.

Ardalanish Bay (56°17'N., 6°14'W.) indents the rugged
rocky coast close E of Rubha Ardalanish. Several steep-to,
above-water rocks lie off this point. Anchorage can be taken in
the bay, in a depth of 22m, stones and sand, sheltered from N
and W winds about 1.7 miles ENE of the point.

Leac nan Leum (56°17'N., 6°03'W.) is the E end of very
high and steep basaltic cliffs forming a bay that can be ap-
proached as close as 0.1 mile offshore. The cliffs at their bases
assume the form of remarkable, natural arches.

Carsaig Bay (56°19'N., 5°59'W.), a small bight, is partly
sheltered by Gamhnach Mhor (56°19'N., 5°58'W.), a group of
above and below-water rocks. The bay is backed by high, steep
hills. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 9.1m, about
250m NE of the largest rock in the group.

Caution.—If approaching the S coast of Mull from the SW
during low visibility, it is necessary to exercise caution as
soundings may not indicate the proximity of rocks and reefs.

2.24 Loch Buie (56°20'N., 5°53'W.), entered between two
points, has rocky steep-to shores backed by hilly terrain. Build-
ings and the ruins of a castle are visible on some low wooded
land at the head of the loch. Anchorage is considered unsafe in
the bay.

Lord Lovat’s Bay, a small cove, lies 0.5 mile SE of Rubha na
Faoilinn (56°19'N., 5°53'W.), a broad rocky and steep-to head-
land. Frank Lockwood’s Island (56°19'N., 5°50'W.) lies 100m
S of the headland and at the entrance to the Firth of Lorn.

Loch Spelve (56°23'N., 5°43'W.) has an entrance channel
which contracts to a width of 45m and has a least charted depth
of 5.6m. Within the channel, the loch opens to two arms, the
SW arm extending nearly to Loch Uisg, a freshwater lake. Tid-
al currents are strong in the entrance channel. Anchorage can
be taken in the bight indenting the W head of the N arm of the
loch, in a depth of 11.9m.

The Firth of Lorn

2.25 The entrance to the Firth of Lorn (56°18'N.,
5°47'W.) lies between Frank Lockwood’s Island and the N ex-
tremity of Luing Island. The firth extends 11 miles NE to the
Lynn of Morvern, the Lynn of Lorn, and Loch Linnhe. There is
a least depth of 18.3m in the entrance. Tidal currents set NE
and SW with the flood and ebb. Insh (56°19'N., 5°40'W.) lies
E of the entrance fairway and at the S end of a group of above
and below-water rocks and rocky shoals.

Ardencaple Bay (56°19'N., 5°36'W.), indenting the N side
of Seil Island, provides temporary anchorage, in a depth of
16.5m, mud, about 0.7 mile SSW of Eilean Duin (56°20'N.,
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5°35'W.), an islet lying off the bay entrance.

Bogha Nuadh (56°22'N., 5°38'W.), with a least depth of
0.3m, lies in the fairway of the firth about 3 miles NNE of Insh.
The shoal is marked by a buoy and should not be confused with
arock of the same name lying 5.7 miles SSW.

Dubh Sgeir (56°22'N., 5°37'W.), a bifurcated islet, lies 0.5
mile NE of the lighted buoy marking Bogha Nuadh. A narrow
ridge, with a least depth of 11m, connects these two dangers.

Kerrera (56°24'N., 5°32'W.), a rugged high island, is sepa-
rated from the mainland by Kerrera Sound. Rubha Seanach
(56°22'N., 5°33'W.) is the low, rocky and steep-to S extremity
of the island.

Ardmore Bay (56°23'N., 5°34'W.), at the head of an open
bight indenting the S coast of the island, affords anchorage,
sheltered from N winds, in a depth of 20m, sand and clay,
about 300m off the head of the bay.

Rubh’ a Bhearnaig (56°26'N., 5°30'W.), marked by a con-
spicuous monument, is the N extremity of Kerrera.

Oitir Mhor Bay (56°25'N., 5°31'W.), 0.5 mile SE of Eilean
nan Gamhna (56°25'N., 5°31'W.), affords anchorage, in a
depth of 11m, mud, in the middle of the bay. Larger vessels can
anchor, in depths up to 18m, mud, 0.5 mile W of Rubh’ a
Bhearnaig.

Loch Don (56°26'N., 5°40'W.) is a shallow inlet indenting
the E coast of Mull. It is mainly used by small vessels awaiting
a favorable tidal current before proceeding into the Sound of
Mull. Overfalls occur 0.5 mile off the loch entrance during
flood tide. Anchorage, sheltered from W winds and clear of
tidal currents, can be taken, in a depth of 11m, about 0.3 mile
NE of the S entrance point.

Lady’s Rock (56°27'N., 5°37'W.), marked by a lighted bea-
con, lies in the approach fairway to the Sound of Mull, 1 mile E
of Black’s Memorial Lighthouse.

2.26 Eilean Musdile (56°27'N., 5°36'W.) lies with its S
extremity 0.5 mile NE of Lady’s Rock. Lismore Light stands
on the SW end of the islet. There is a least depth of 11m in the
fairway between Lady’s Rock and Eilean Musdile. Tidal cur-
rents are troublesome in the area. Small vessels are cautioned
to avoid the area.

Kerrera Sound (56°23'N., 5°31'W.), leading between the is-
land and mainland E, is navigable at all times, but especially
during daylight when shoals near the fairway can be more easi-
ly avoided. Least depths of 7m exist in the channel between
Ferry Rocks and Kerrera, and 8.2m between Ferry Rocks and
the mainland. There is a least depth of 14.6m in the N approach
to Oban. Tidal currents set in the direction of the channel at-
taining a velocity of about 2 knots.

Sgeirean Dubha (56°23'N., 5°32'W.), a group of small is-
lets, lies on shoals extending 0.2 mile off the SE side of Kerre-
ra. A light is shown at the N end of the islets. A promontory
located 0.3 mile E of Sgeirean Dubha is fronted by shoals and a
drying rock. The fairway in this area is about 300m wide. A
lighted beacon at Port Lathaich (56°23'N., 5°31'W.) marks the
landing of submarine cables.

Little Horseshoe Bay (56°23'N., 5°32'W.) and Horseshoe
Bay, about 0.4 mile NE of the former, indent the shore of Ker-
rera NNW of the promontory. Ferry Pier (56°24'N., 5°31'W.),
on Kerrera and near the N entrance of Horseshoe Bay, is the
terminus of a ferry plying the sound SE to the mainland. Ferry

Rocks, marked by a lighted buoy, lie close N of the ferry lane
and 0.3 mile E of Ferry Pier.

Heather Island (56°24'N., 5°30'W.) lies in the center of
partly-drying rocks and shoals. Mooring buoys lie close N.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 12.8m, about 100m
WNW of Sgeirean Dubha Light in a depth of 5.5m, good hold-
ing ground, in Little Horseshoe Bay. There is sheltered anchor-
age, in a depth of 12.8m, in Horseshoe Bay and, in depths up to
18m, in Ardantrive Bay (56°25'N., 5°30'W.), good holding
ground.

Maiden Island (56°26'N., 5°29'W.), steep-to, lies in the N
approach to Kerrera Sound and 0.3 mile NE of the N extremity
of Kerrera. Foul ground extending from the mainland termi-
nates E of the island, leaving a clear channel often used by lo-
cal vessels. Hutchesons Monument stands near the N end of
Kerrera and is conspicuous. Dunollie Castle, in ruins and cov-
ered with ivy, stands on the summit of a precipitous cliff about
0.3 mile SE of Maiden Island. Dunollie Light is shown from a
tower standing on a low cliff at the E side of the N entrance to
the sound. Corran Ledge, extending about 0.2 mile SE of the
light, is marked by a lighted buoy at its outer edge.

Oban Bay (56°25'N., 5°29'W.), 1 mile within the N entrance
of Kerrera Sound, indents the E shore for 0.2 mile. Sgeir
Rathaid, a drying shoal marked N and S by lighted buoys, lies
in the entrance of the bay. A tower atop a high hill and a
smokestack are conspicuous at the E side of the bay; a radio
mast is prominent on a ridge at the SW side. Depths of 7 and
11.8m are found in the W and E passages of the fairway divid-
ed by Ferry Rocks. The holding ground is untenable, especially
during SW winds.

Caution.—A voluntary Code of Practice for Oban Bay and
its approaches has been adopted to promote safety of naviga-
tion. The area is defined to the N by a line from Rubh’a’
Bhearnaig to the NW tip of Maiden Island. To the S it is de-
fined by an E-W line drawn through Sgeirean Dubha Light. For
the purposes of this code this area is deemed a narrow channel
as defined in the COLREGS. A large vessel is a vessel of more
than 20m in length or more than 3m draft. Large vessels leav-
ing Oban Bay have the right-of-way over all vessels entering
the bay. Small vessels are to keep to the starboard side of the
channel as far as safe and practicable. Vessels within the harbor
limits, best seen on the chart, are not to exceed a speed of 5
knots. Vessels in Oban Bay are not to exceed a speed of 7
knots. Vessels in excess of 40m in length should announce
their intentions to enter or leave the harbor on VHF channel 16.
All vessels operating in Oban Bay should maintain a continu-
ous listening watch on VHF channel 16.

2.27 Oban (56°25'N., 5°28'W.) (World Port Index No.
33250), a tourist resort, is situated with the town standing
along the shores forming the head of the bay. The town is the
center of a thriving fishing industry. North Pier, the principal
general purpose berth, is 73m long and has depths alongside of
3 to Sm. Railway Quay, on the SE side of the harbor, is primar-
ily a ro-ro ferry terminal. The harbor is mostly used by ferries,
fishing vessels, and pleasure craft.

A two-way route for small vessels lies S of the large vessel
channel. The approach is made on the line of bearing (116%2°)
of Dunollie Sector Light, passing close NE of N Spit of Kerrera
Light. The route then leads SE and S, keeping W of the buoyed
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channel between

Rubh' a' Chruidh and Corran Ledge.

Lismore Light

| tact Information.

Depths—Limitations.—For berthing information see the
table titled Oban—Berth Information.

Oban—Berth Information
Berth | Length ‘ Remarks

North Port Area

Oban North Pier 73m I;c).rries and general car-

Oban Ferry Terminal

Railway Pier 1 100m | Ferries and ro-ro.

Railway Pier 2 100m | Ferries and ro-ro.
South Port Area

South Quay 68m Fish.

Northern Lighthouse

Commissioners Pier 65m o

Contact Information.—See the table titled Oban—Con-

Oban—Contact Information

Port Authority

Telephone 44-1631-562-892

Facsimile 44-1631-563-550

E-mail info@obanharbour.scot

Web site http://www.obanharbour.scot

Northern Lighthouse Board

Call sign Northern Lighthouse Board
VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-1631-562-146
Facsimile 44-1631-565-871

North Pier (0900-1700)
Call sign North Pier
VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
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Oban—Contact Information
Railway Pier (0700-0100)

Call sign Cal-Mac
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-1631-566-588

Loch Etive (56°27'N., 5°25'W.) is entered 2.5 miles NE of
Kerrera Sound. The loch entrance is constricted and shallow,
limiting transit to small vessels. Rubha Garbh (56°27'N.,
5°26'W.), the S entrance point, is a low, wooded promontory
on which stands the ruins of a castle. Ledaig Point (56°27'N.,
5°24'W.), on the opposite shore, is low and grassy. An airfield
is situated close N of the point. Two islets in the loch entrance
divide the channel. The larger islet fronts Dunstaffnage Bay
(56°27'N., 5°26'W.), which affords good shelter, but anchorage
within the 10m curve is constricted by numerous small craft
moorings. Temporary anchorage is also available, in a depth of
11.9m, in the bay adjacent to Rubha Ard nan Leum (56°27'N.,
5°25'W.). The main entrance to the bay, which is from the NW,
has a least depth of 11.6m in the fairway.

A bridge, with a vertical clearance of 15m, spans Connel
Sound, the narrows within Ledaig Point. Conspicuous white
inns stand near each end of the bridge. A sewer outfall, marked
at its end by a beacon, lies 100m W of the S end of the bridge.

The Connel Bridge

Ardmucknish Bay (56°29'N., 5°26'W.) is entered between
Rubha Garbh-aird (56°28'N., 5°27'W.), the SW end of Garbh
Ard, a rough wooded peninsula forming the W side of the bay,
and the mainland E. Ard Bhatan (56°30'N., 5°25'W.) is a rocky
wooded headland at the head of the bay. Sandy beaches extend
along the shore E to the prominent buildings at Ledaig village.
Lady Margaret’s Tower, standing atop an eminence on Garbh
Ard, is conspicuous and often used as a bearing while anchor-
ing.

Anchorage, open to SW winds, can be taken, in a depth of
29m, mud, good holding ground, 0.7 mile S of Ard Bhatan
with the headland bearing 018° and the tower bearing 332°.

2.28 Loch Linnhe (56°36'N., 5°26'W.) is a NE continuation
of the Firth of Lorn. The outer part of the loch is divided into two

channels by Lismore Island (56°30'N., 5°32'W.). The channels
are known as the Lynn of Lorn to the SE and the Lynn of Mor-
vern to the NW. Lismore Island is a comparatively low narrow
island that is sparsely inhabited. A flagstaff marks Rubha Fiart
(56°28'N., 5°36'W.), the SW extremity of the island where a dry-
ing reef almost joins the point with Eilean Musdile. Tide rips
prevail in the area. There are several castles in ruins on Lismore.

The Lynn of Lorn (56°29'N., 5°30'W.) is the channel lying
SE of Lismore. The entrance is wide and deep, but within, the
channel becomes constricted and has a depth of 6.4m in the in-
ner fairway. There are several islets and rocks lying in a group
about 3 miles NE of Rubha Fiart. The main fairway lies SE of
the group.

Rubha Fion-aird (56°29'N., 5°28'W.), the low rocky point
at the SW entrance to the Lynn of Lorn, should not be ap-
proached within 0.3 mile.

Achnacroish (56°31'N., 5°29'W.), the principal landing
place on Lismore, has a stone causeway and pier with a depth
of 3m alongside. The ferry from Oban berths alongside.

Eriska Shoal (56°32'N., 5°26'W.) fronts the mainland in the
approach to Loch Creran. Branra Rock (56°32'N., 5°27'W.), a
steep-to and drying rock, is marked by a beacon. Glas Eilean
(56°32'N., 5°26'W.), an above-water rock, lies in the middle of
a shoal area.

Appin Rocks, drying 2.4m and marked by a lighted buoy 0.2
mile W, lies on foul ground extending 0.3 mile WSW of Ru
nan Clach Tholl (56°33'N., 5°25'W.), a wooded promontory.
Tidal currents are strong in the vicinity of the rocks.

2.29 Inn Island (56°34'N., 5°25'W.), lying in the middle
of the NE entrance to the Lynn of Lorn, is the S islet of a group
of islets lying on shoals. The channels E and W of the island
are constricted and have depths of 6.4m and 4m, respectively.
The W channel is only suitable for small vessels with local
knowledge. Sgeir Buidhe, a rock lying 0.3 mile E of Inn Island,
is marked by a lighted beacon.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 11m, good holding
ground, in the center of Airds Bay (56°33'N., 5°25'W.).

Loch Creran (56°32'N., 5°20'W.) is a winding inlet entered
S of Airds Point (56°32'N., 5°25'W.). The channel through the
loch is constricted, but is navigable by small vessels. A rocky
bar extends into the loch entrance. The channel across the bar
has a controlling depth of 4.3m. Within the bar between Airds
Point and the rocks off the NW coast of Eriska, there is a least
depth of 5.5m.

Caolas Creagan (56°33'N., 5°18'W.), the narrows of the
loch, has depths of 0.4 to 3.6m. A railroad bridge spans the nar-
rows wherein tidal currents are strong.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 9.1m, about 0.3 mile
N of South Shian and 0.2 mile NW of Sgeir Caillich (56°32'N.,
5°24'W.), a group of rocks. There is anchorage, in depths of 10
to 13m, mud, about 250m from the head of the loch.

Caution.—Mariners are cautioned that the underwater con-
tours in Loch Creran are based upon old and widely-spaced
leadline soundings, that are unreliable, especially those close
inshore. Loch Creran has been designated a Marine Special Ar-
ea and mariners are requested to restrict anchoring to the pre-
ferred anchorages best seen on the chart.

2.30 Port Appin (56°33'N., 5°24'W.) a village connected
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with the railroad, is situated at the root of Ru nan Clach Tholl.
The village is 0.5 mile from a remarkable, natural arch in the
tableland. A ferry slip serves the ferry plying between the vil-
lage and a jetty at the NE end of Lismore.

The Lynn of Morvern (56°32'N., 5°33'W.), the channel be-
tween the NW side of Lismore and the coast of Morvern, is
deep and clear of dangers. The mainland coast of Morvern is
bold, rocky, and steep-to, backed by high hills. Small bights af-
ford temporary anchorage in fine weather.

Rubha an Ridire (56°30'N., 5°41'W.) is a point at the S ex-
tremity of Morvern. Tidal currents set NE and SW on the flood
and ebb and are generally weak. Eddies form in the SW part of
the Lynn of Morvern. Tide rips occur on the ebb of Bernera Is-
land (56°30'N., 5°35'W.).

Bernera Bay (56°29'N., 5°35'W.) lies SE of Bernera Island
which is connected to Lismore by a drying reef at its NE end.
The bay, open to SW weather, affords temporary anchorage, in
depths up to 31m, near the E shore, taking care in avoiding the
rocks.

Dubh Sgeir (56°33'N., 5°29'W.), a group of above-water
rocks, and Glas Druim (56°34'N., 5°28'W.), the N promontory
of Lismore, enclose Port na Moralachd, a small bay where an-
chorage can be taken, in a depth of 12.8m, clay, in its SE part.
A beacon marks Glas Druim. The bay is open to W and SW
winds which raise a heavy swell. The bay between the N and
NE extremities of Lismore is filled with islets and foul ground.
The largest islet is Eilean Ramsay (56°34'N., 5°27'W.).

Port Ramsay, lying 0.1 mile WSW of the islet, affords shel-
tered anchorage, in depths up to 9m, sand and shells.

Glensanda Harbor (56°34'N., 5°32'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33210), comprising a deep-water loading berth and associ-
ated facilities for the bulk shipment of stone, is situated at Rub-
ha a’ Chamais Bhain, about 0.5 mile NE of the mouth of the
Glensanda River. The port has accommodated vessels up to
97,000 dwt.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for vessels exceeding
6,000 dwt when berthing. The pilot boards 3.5 miles SSW of
Glensdale Jetty. The vessel’s ETA should be sent to the pilot/
harbor master upon departure from the previous port, with ETA
updates sent each morning. Vessels should contact the pilot on
VHF channel 14 (call sign: Glensanda Pilot) 1 hour before ar-
rival. Permission to enter the harbor limits must be granted by
the harbor master prior to entry.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Glensanda
Harbor—Contact Information.

Glensanda Harbor—Contact Information
Harbormaster/PFSO

I

I

| Call sign Glensanda Harbor

| VHF VHF channel 14

| 44-1631-568-110 (office)
I

I

I

I

44-1631-568-100
44-7815-966-302 (mobile)
44-1631-730-460

ian.henry @aggregate.com

Telephone

Facsimile

E-mail

Glensanda Harbor—Contact Information

Port Authority (Foster Yeoman Ltd.)

Telephone | 44-1530-512-025
E-mail aggregates @aggregate.com
Web site http://www.aggregate.com
Morvern Shipping Agency Ltd.
Telephone 44-1631-568-110
44-1631-568-100
Facsimile 44-1631-730-460
E-mail glensanda.shipping @aggregate.com

Loading/Berthing Manager
44-1631-568-101

Telephone | 44-1631-568-130
44-7815-966-358 (mobile)
E-mail glensanda.shipping @aggregate.com
Duty Pilot Office
Call sign Glensanda Pilot
VHF VHF channel 14
Telephone 44-1631-568-116
44-1631-730-537
Facsimile 44-1631-730-460
E-mail glensanda.shipping @aggregate.com

Loch Linnhe, from the NE end of Lismore, extends 11 miles
NNE to Corran Narrows. The shores on either side of the loch
are closely backed by almost continuous, precipitous ranges
penetrated in places by deep valleys.

Sgor Dhearg (56°39'N., 5°10'W.) is a conspicuous land-
mark. Tidal currents set NE and SW on the flood and ebb tides,
but are generally weak.

2.31 Shuna Island (56°35'N., 5°23'W.), rising NE, is sep-
arated from the mainland by the Sound of Shuna. Farm build-
ings and a castle in ruins are landmarks on the island. The
Sound of Shuna is constricted to a width of about 300m in the
vicinity of Knap Point (56°35'N., 5°23'W.), where a rocky bar
extends across the SW entrance of the sound. There is a least
depth of 1.2m over the bar.

Anchorage, sheltered from S winds, can be taken, in depths
up to 11m NW of Knap Point and E of Shuna. Anchorage can
also be taken in a bight between the point and the mainland, in
depths up to 12.8m, good holding ground.

Loch a’ Choire (56°37'N., 5°29'W.), an inlet, is entered be-
tween headlands and affords shelter, subject to wind squalls off
the mountains. A church and buildings stand near the head of
the inlet.

Rubha na h-Earba (56°39'N., 5°25'W.) forms the E side of
a bight which affords shelter from N winds. Shelter from W
winds can be taken in an inlet on the E side of Eilean Balna-
gowan (56°38'N., 5°20'W.).
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Cuil Bay (56°39'N., 5°18'W.), 0.7 mile E of Rubha Mor, a
rocky point, affords anchorage, in a depth of 11m, sheltered
from N and E winds.

Rubha Ruadh (56°42'N., 5°19'W.) is fronted by a reef flat
and a drying shoal.

Camas Shallachain (56°42'N., 5°18'W.) is a bay lying be-
tween Rubha Ruadh and Sallachan Point (56°42'N., 5°17'W.),
a low boggy promontory fronted by shoals and partly-drying
foul ground. A beacon stands on the point, although it is not
prominent.

Temporary anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 14.6m,
about 0.5 mile NW of Sallachan Point.

2.32 Kentallen Bay (56°40'N., 5°15'W.), a narrow inlet
extending 0.3 mile S, is open to N winds. During W gales, the
mountains near the entrance deflect the wind and cause violent
squalls. Kentallen Pier, which is in ruins, lies 0.5 mile NE of W
entrance point of the bay. Shoal patches and reef flats lie in the
vicinity of the pier.

Anchorage during fine weather can be taken, in depths of 15
to 18m, about 0.1 mile SSE of the W entrance point.

Rubha Cuil-cheanna (56°42'N., 5°15'W.) is the SE en-
trance point in the approach to Corran Narrows. A partly-dry-
ing spit of sand and stones extending 1.2 miles SSW from the
point is marked at its outer end by a lighted buoy.

Ballachulish Bay (56°41'N., 5°14'W.) is entered S of the
partly drying spit off of Rubha Cuil-cheanna and N of a drying
rock lying on foul ground extending off the S entrance point. A
lighted buoy marks the rock. The village of Onich, with a dry-
ing stone pier in disrepair, is situated at the N entrance of the
bay. South and SW winds raise a swell and cause wind squalls
off the mountains. Tidal currents are weak in the bay.

Anchorage for large vessels can be taken, in depths up to
46m, mud, throughout the bay. Small vessels can anchor in fine
weather, in a depth of 20m, at the NE corner of the bay about
0.3 mile SW of the church.

2.33 Loch Leven (56°41'N., 5°09'W.), entered at the head
of Ballachulish Bay, is navigable by small vessels. The narrows
at the entrance has depths of 1.8 to 7.3m over a least width of
61m. The center of the narrows has a least depth of 5.5m. A
deep basin within the narrows contracts to form a second nar-
rows with a least depth of 4.6m. A village, hotel, and monu-
ment are conspicuous at the S side of the entrance narrows,
which is spanned by a bridge with a vertical clearance of 17m.
About 4 miles above the second narrows is an inner narrows,
25m in width, with a depth of 3.3m. Tidal currents are strong at
the inner narrows and at the loch entrance.

Kinlochleven (56°43'N., 4°59'W.), a village at the head of
Loch Leven, has a wharf with 79m of berthage and depths of
3.6 to 5.5m alongside its N side. Anchorage can be taken by
small vessels, in a depth of 3.7m, in the bight close E of the vil-
lage within the N entrance point. Other areas in the loch afford
anchorage, but in all cases local knowledge is necessary.

Corran Narrows (56°43'N., 5°14'W.) has a fairway with a
width of 0.1 mile and depths of 11 to 23.8m. Lights are shown
from a tower on Corran Point (56°43'N., 5°15'W.) and from a
frame structure 0.5 mile NE of the tower.

Clovullin Bay (56°43'N., 5°16'W.) indents the coast be-

Corran Point Light from E

tween Sallachan Point and the low tongue of shingle forming
Corran Point. Clovullin Flat, fronting the bay, extends almost
0.7 mile offshore and is marked by lighted and unlighted buoys
at its SE and E edges, respectively. The channel E of both
buoys has a width of about 0.2 mile. Depths of less than 10m
lie up to 0.1 mile S of Corran Point. Corran Shoal, with a least
depth of 0.6m, extends 0.3 mile N of the point and is covered
by the red sector of Corran Point Light.

Tidal currents increase in velocity as the narrows are ap-
proached. Strong winds opposing the current in Corran Nar-
rows cause overfalls. Eddies form along the sides of the loch
and could prove troublesome to small vessels which should
avoid the strength of the ebb current in the narrows. Larger ves-
sels should pass through the narrows during daylight hours and
about the time of HW.

A berthing dolphin, used by the Corran ferry pilot boat, is
situated 0.2 mile NNW of Corran Point Light. A ferry slip
close SE of the pilot berth is the terminus for the ferry crossing
the narrows.

Anchorage can be taken in fine weather, clear of the ebb cur-
rent, close NE of the lighted buoy marking Clovullin Flat and
with Corran Point Light bearing 030°. There is anchorage, in a
depth of 16.5m, S of the W end of Corran Shoal.

2.34 The inner or N part of Loch Linnhe extending about 7
miles NNE from Corran Narrows to Fort William, is deep and
danger-free in the channel.

The Caledonian Canal, entered about 1.5 miles NW of Fort
William (56°49'N., 5°07'W.), is described in paragraph 10.21.

Mountain ranges back the shores on both sides of the loch.
Tidal currents decrease N of the narrows and are negligible at
Fort William.

Anchorage can be taken in An Camas Aiseig (56°44'N.,
5°16'W.), a broad bay open to NW wind squalls, but protected
from S and SW winds. Vessels anchor, in depths of 18 to 22m,
mud and shells, about 0.2 mile offshore.

During NW gales, the preferred anchorage is in Inverscad-
dle Bay (56°45'N., 5°16'W.), 0.4 mile NNE of Rubha Dearg,
or farther offshore, in depths of more than 20m, mud.

Victorious Rock (56°45'N., 5°15'W.), with a depth of 5m,
lies about 0.3 mile E of a promontory on which stands a prom-
inent boathouse. Anchorage, sheltered from all winds except
SE, can be taken between the rock and W shore.

2.35 The town and harbor of Fort William (56°49'N.,
5°07'W.) (World Port Index No. 33200) extends along the
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shore at the E head of the loch. The mouth of the River Nevis
empties into the loch close NE of the harbor. A church spire
and chimneys in town are conspicuous. An old fort stands on a
gravel spit 0.4 mile NE of Fort William Pier. Ben Nevis, the
highest mountain in the British Isles, rises to a height of
1,341m, 3.7 miles ESE and the ruins of Inverlochy Castle lie 1
mile NE of the fort.

Underwater Centre Limited Pier, extending from the NE end
of the town, has a depth of 11.9m alongside its head. Fort Wil-
liam Pier, extending from the coast near the center of the town,
is the main commercial pier with an alongside depth of 1.5m.
There are shipping services to Glasgow and Oban. A ferry plies
between the town and a landing at Camas nan Gall.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to 14.6m, mud and
clay, about 0.2 mile W of Fort William Pier and near the edge
of the steep shore bank. During SW gales, a heavy sea sets into
the anchorage and it is advisable to take shelter in Camas nan
Gall.

Caution.—The testing of underwater equipment is periodi-
cally carried out in the N part of Loch Linnhe between Corran
Narrows and Annat Narrows (56°51'N., 5°07'W.). This may in-
clude the use of moored barges from which diving takes place.
The test sites are generally marked by lighted buoys. Care
should be taken when navigating in this vicinity.

2.36 Lochy Flats (56°50'N., 5°07'W.), composed of sand
and gravel, fills the NE side of the bight forming the head of
the loch. The flats enclose the mouth of the River Lochy. A
lighted buoy marks the W edge of the flat close to the S en-
trance point of the River Lochy. Shoaling was reported off the
entrance to the river.

Camas nan Gall (56°50'N., 5°07'W.), a bay opposite Fort
William and 0.5 mile NNE of Rubha Mor, affords shelter from
SW winds and seas. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 9 to
13m, in the bay.

The head of the loch is encumbered with foul ground and
above and below-water rocks. Three islets encircled by drying
reefs lie in the middle of the loch S of Corpach. An overhead
transporter extends from the mainland, across Eilean nan Craobh
(56°51'N., 5°08'W.), the W islet, to an island wharf off the E side
of the island. There is a depth of 12.2m alongside the wharf.

2.37 Corpach (56°51'N., 5°07'W.) (World Port Index No.
33190), a village with docking facilities and railroad connec-

tions, is situated on the W shore within the entrance of the
Caledonian Canal.

Tides—Currents.—The mean tidal range is 3.5m during
springs and 1.3m during neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—Vessels with a length of 62m, a
beam of 10.7m, and draft of 4.1m, can berth alongside. An-
chorage can be taken, in depths up to 18m, SW of the canal en-
trance.

The commercial port has a new wharf extending from the E
side of Eilean nan Craobh (56°50.4'N., 50°07.9W.). The berth,
used mostly by pulp mill traffic, is 130m long and has an
alongside depth of 12.2m; dolphins are situated N and S of the
berth.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not available.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Corpach—
Contact Information.

Corpach—Contact Information

Port

VHF VHF channel 12

Telephone | 44-1397-772-235

Facsimile 44-1397-772-450

E-mail corpach@peelports.com

Web site http://www.peelports.com
Lock

Call sign Corpach Lock

VHF VHF channels 16 and 74

Telephone | 44-1397-772-249

Facsimile 44-1397-772-484

Loch Eil (56°51'N., 5°08'W.) is entered through Annat Nar-
rows (56°51'N., 5°07'W.), a constriction W of Eilean nan Crao-
bh. The width of the channel in the narrows is less than 100m
with a least depth of 4.6m in the fairway close to the S shore.

Submerged cables and pipelines, marked by landing bea-
cons, are laid across the narrows. The loch is deep as far as 0.5
mile from its head, but navigation is limited to small vessels
with local knowledge due to the continual silting and shoaling.
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SECTOR 3

WEST COAST—THE ROSS OF MULL TO RUBHA REIDH

Plan.—This sector describes Iona, the Sound of Sleat, the
Sound of Mull, and the Sound of Raasay. The descriptive se-
quence is from S to N.

General Remarks

3.1 The island of Mull and the adjacent mainland coast is
generally mountainous with picturesque sea cliffs. Lochs in-
dent the W coast of Mull and the mainland to Rubha na h Ai-
seig. There are several lakes on Mull. The sounds and lochs are
all navigable with local knowledge. Small harbors throughout
the sector have sea communication. There are numerous an-
chorages available.

Caution.—Numerous marine farms lie along the shores of
the lochs and estuaries described within this sector.

West Coast of Mull and the Sound of Iona

3.2 Mull (56°30'N., 6°00'W.), from the Ross of Mull (SW
extremity) to Ardmore Point (56°40'N., 6°08'W.), has a very ir-
regular coastline indented by lochs and fronted by islets and
rocky shoals. There are numerous detached patches of 9m, or
less, lying as far as 8 miles off Iona. There are ample depths in
the vicinity of these unmarked dangers, but the area should be
avoided by vessels not having local knowledge.

The Sound of Iona (56°18'N., 6°23'W.) lies between the W
side of the Ross of Mull and the E side of Iona. Shoals and
rocks encumber the narrows of the sound. South of the nar-
rows, the sound is clear of dangers in the fairway. However,
transit is not recommended without local knowledge. A sand
bank, with a least depth of 0.1m, extends across the middle of
the sound. The channel through this area has a least depth of
1.8m.

Soa (56°17'N., 6°27'W.), the largest and highest of several
islets and rocks, lies S of Iona and in the approach to the sound.
Torran Rocks (56°15'N., 6°25'W.), with Na Torrain, the largest
islet of this group of islets and rocks, are off-lying dangers SW
of the Ross of Mull.

Anchorage can be taken by small vessels in a sheltered inlet,
marked by beacons on each side of the entrance, about 1 mile
N of Erraid (56°18'N., 6°22'W.). Anchorage can also be taken,
in a depth of 8.4m, about 1 mile S of the cathedral on Iona.

3.3 Iona (56°20'N., 6°24'W.), an island separated from
the Ross of Mull by the Sound of Iona, is sparsely populated,
low, and irregularly formed by many knolls of which Dun is
the most prominent. Iona appears barren from the offing. Bold
headlands mark the W and NW sides of the island. A promi-
nent cathedral, with a huge square tower, stands on the E side
of Iona. A submarine pipeline (water), each end marked by a
beacon, is laid across the sound. The village of Baile Mor is sit-
uated close S of the cathedral. A pier at the village is used by
the ferry from Fionnphort (56°20'N., 6°22'W.). Shipping with
Oban and Tobermory is carried on during the summer.

Stac Mhic Mhurchaidh (56°21'N., 6°28'W.) is the larger of
two steep islets lying about 2.5 miles W of the N end of Iona.
Reidh Eilean lies close E of the islet. Detached shoal patches
lie E and NE of the islets. Iona and the W part of the Ross of
Mull should be given a wide berth, especially during fog or in-
clement weather.

Loch na Lathaich (56°20'N., 6°16'W.) indents the N coast
of the Ross of Mull, about 3 miles from its NE extremity. The
coast is rugged, rocky, and generally steep-to.

Camas Tuath (56°20'N., 6°17'W.), a narrow shallow inlet
encumbered with rocks and reefs, is entered 0.5 mile W of
Loch na Lathaich. The loch has depths of 11 to 18m in the fair-
way. Islets, the largest being Eilean Ban (56°19'N., 6°15'W.),
lie on partly drying shoals fronting the E side of the loch.

Eilean na Liathanaich (56°21'N., 6°16'W.), a group of is-
lets and rocks lying N of the W entrance point, is marked by a
lighted beacon. Scott Rock (56°20'N., 6°16'W.), with a depth
of 5m, lies in the middle of the loch entrance.

3.4 Bunessan (56°19'N., 6°14'W.), a village at the head
of a drying SE branch of the loch, has a pier at which local ves-
sels are accommodated.

Anchorage by small vessels can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to
9.1m, mud, about 0.1 mile WSW of Eilean Ban (56°19'N.,
6°15'W.). Anchorage is also available in the outer part of the
loch, mud, good holding ground.

Loch Scridain (56°21'N., 6°10'W.) is entered N of Ard Tun
(56°21'N., 6°14'W.), a promontory forming the E side of Loch
na Lathaich. Garadh na Sroine (56°22'N., 6°11'W.), at the N
entrance of the loch, is bluff and steep-to, and backed by high
terraces. Several prominent headlands separate the bays indent-
ing the shores. There is deep water in the main body of the loch
which provides shelter and easy access in stormy weather. A
beacon stands on Aird of Kinloch (56°23'N., 6°01'W.). Tidal
currents are weak in the loch.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 9 to 16.5m, in the mid-
dle of Bun an Leoib (56°20'N., 6°11'W.), a bay 1.5 miles E of
Ard Tun. Vessels should not anchor when a heavy swell sets in-
to the bay with N and NW winds.

Port Mor (56°21'N., 6°06'W.) affords anchorage, in depths
of 11 to 13m, about 0.1 mile offshore. Small vessels can an-
chor, protected from W winds, SE of Sgeir Alltachd (56°22'N.,
6°04'W.), in Kilfinichen Bay (56°23'N., 6°04'W.), and inside
the entrance of Loch Beg (56°23'N., 6°00'W.), in a depth of
3.7m.

3.5 Loch na Keal (56°27'N., 6°08'W.) is entered between
the SE extremity of Ulva (56°28'N., 6°10'W.), and Rubh’ a’
Ghearrain (56°27'N., 6°08'W.), a steep bluff rising to high land
about 1.5 miles SSE.

The coast between Loch Scridain and Loch na Keal is
fringed by rocks and reefs, partly awash. Erisgeir (56°25'N.,
6°15'W.) is a steep-to islet lying 2 miles off this coast.

Inch Kenneth (56°26'N., 6°10'W.), a reef-fringed island,
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lies at the S entrance of the loch. A large white house, which is
conspicuous, stands on the E side of the island, 0.5 mile NNE
of its S extremity.

Gometra (56°29'N., 6°18'W.) and Ulva are adjoining islands
lying on the N side of the approach to the loch. A narrow, dry-
ing channel separates the islands.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 9m, in Bail’ a Chlaidh,
a basin at the SW entrance of the channel.

The principal fairway at the loch entrance is about 0.3 mile
wide and 20.1m deep between Geasgill (56°27'N., 6°10'W.), a
group of islets and rocks, and the dangers lying off Rubh’ a’
Ghearrain. MacQuarrie’s Rock, which dries, lies about 1 mile
ENE of Geasgill. The fairway leads S of the rock.

Eorsa (56°28'N., 6°05'W.), an island lying in mid-channel
within the loch entrance, has rocky shoals extending up to 0.5
mile NW and E from it. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up
to 27.4m, mud, about 0.5 mile SE of the E end of Eorsa. Small
vessels can anchor, in depths of 9 to 11m, about 275m off the
NE side of Eorsa. Anchorage is also available, in depths up to
14.6m, about 2 miles ENE of Eorsa.

Caution.—Heavy squalls are experienced in the loch.
Strong W winds raise a swell.

3.6 Loch Tuath (56°31'N., 6°14'W.) is entered between
an islet connected to the NW end of Gometra and Rubh’ a’
Chaoil (56°32'N., 6°20'W.). Depths decrease from 32.9m in
the entrance to 12.8m near the head of the loch. Detached
patches, with a least depth of 7.9m, lie 0.5 mile W of the en-
trance.

Bogha Mor (56°31'N., 6°17'W.), with a depth of 2.7m, and
Sgeir Dubhail (56°30'N., 6°11'W.), drying 2.6m, are to be
avoided.

Soriby Bay (56°29'N., 6°11'W.) provides the only real shel-
ter from all winds and is of easy access. Anchorage can be tak-
en, in a depth of 16.5m, mud, about 0.2 mile off the W side of
Soriby Bay. The head of the W promontory forming the bay,
aligned 300° with the N extremity of Ulva, leads to the anchor-
age.

3.7 The Sound of Ulva (56°29'N., 6°08'W.), separating
Ulva from Mull, connects Loch na Keal with Loch Tuath. A
narrow intricate channel, with a least depth of 0.4m, leads
through the NW part of the sound.

Eilean Casach (56°28'N., 6°08'W.) lies on a drying reef at
the SE entrance of the sound. A ferry crosses the middle of the
sound. Anchorage for small vessels can be taken, in a depth of
12.3m, mud, about 0.2 mile NW of Eilean Casach.

The Treshnish Isles (56°30'N., 6°25'W.) are a chain of
grassy islets, with the S isle lying about 4 miles W of Gometra.
Cairn na Burgh More and Cairn na Burgh Beg (56°31'N.,
6°23'W.), at the NE end of the chain, are identified by a steep
high hill at the S end of Bac Mor. The Treshnish Isles are a
breeding place for seals and sea birds.

The waters between Lunga (56°29'N., 6°26'W.), the largest
isle, and Cairn na Burgh Beg is foul and full of dangers. Local
knowledge is essential. A below-water rock exists between
Lunga and Sgeirean Mor, 100m E of Lunga; a rock, which cov-
ers and uncovers, lies 0.1 mile SW of the below-water rock.
The channel between Cairn na Burgh More and Fladda has a
least charted depth of 10.5m.

Staffa (56°26'N., 6°20'W.) is an islet with a very steep coast
backed by an uneven tableland. Numerous caves, with remark-
able formations, indent the shores of the islet. Fingal’s Cave is
the most notable of the caves and lies at the S end of the island.

Maisgeir (56°28'N., 6°18'W.), an islet fringed by reefs, lies
0.4 mile S of the SW end of Gometra. The channel between the
islet and island is 1.4m deep in the fairway.

Little Colonsay (56°27'N., 6°15'W.), a el putreef-fringed is-
land with a shoal extending 1.5 miles SW, is separated from
Garbh FEilean, the S of the islets off Ulva, by a deep-water
channel. A depth of 8.2m was reported to lie 0.3 mile NNW of
Sgaigein, an islet lying close off the NE side of Little Colon-
say.

3.8 Calgary Bay (56°34'N., 6°20'W.), entered N of
Treshnish Point (56°33'N., 6°20'W.), has depths of 9.1 to
16.5m in the outer part of the bay. Foul ground extends over
0.3 mile SSW from Rubha nan Oirean (56°35'N., 6°19'W.), the
N entrance point of the bay. Vessels approaching the bay from
N should pass 0.5 mile off this point and the coast N. Calgary
Castle stands at the head of the bay. Anchorage can be taken in
the outer part of the bay during N and E winds and in fine
weather.

Caliach Point (56°36'N., 6°19'W.) is the NW end of a prom-
ontory extending 1.8 miles N of Rubha nan Oirean.

Loch a’ Chumhainn (56°37'N., 6°14'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha an Ard (56°37'N., 6°16'W.) and Quinish Point
(56°38'N., 6°14'W.). Most of the loch is encumbered with
rocks and foul ground. North and NW winds raise a heavy
swell.

Sgeir Mhor (56°38'N., 6°15'W.), which dries, lies in the
middle of the loch entrance. Carn Mor (56°34'N., 6°14'W.), a
conspicuous mountain peak, aligned 180° with Croig House, a
white building standing on the SW shore of the loch, leads into
the loch in a least depth of 7m. Vessels should keep slightly W
of this alignment. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 9 to
11m, on the entrance range alignment about 1 mile SSW of
Quinish Point. Small vessels can anchor, in a depth of 3.7m,
NE of Croig House.

Ardmore Bay (56°39'N., 6°11'W.), a broad bight fringed by
a narrow reef along its coast, is entered between Sorne Point
(56°39'N., 6°11'W.) and Ardmore Point (56°40'N., 6°08'W.).
Glengorm Castle, 0.5 mile SE of Sorne Point, is conspicuous.

Ardmore Point (56°39'N., 6°08'W.), rocky, low and steep-
to, is marked by a light. The bay affords temporary anchorage,
sheltered from S winds, in depths of 9.1 to 14.6m.

3.9 The Sound of Mull (56°36'N., 6°00'W.), separating
the NE side of Mull from the SW side of the Morven Peninsu-
la, affords a sheltered passage for vessels plying between S
ports on the W coast of Scotland and Pentland Firth. Tidal in-
formation is given on charts of the area. Tidal currents setting
in the direction of the sound are weak, but are stronger in the
approaches where they are influenced by the influx of loch cur-
rents. Although fresh breezes may blow off the mountains on
the weather side, within the sound to leeward, there are only
light breezes. Pilots for the Sound of Mull and adjacent waters
are obtained at Tobermory (56°37'N., 6°04'W.).

Duart Point (56°27'N., 5°39'W.), at the SE approach to the
sound, is the rocky steep-to N extremity of a promontory locat-
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Duart Castle

ed 0.8 mile NNW of Black’s Memorial Tower. Duart Castle,
standing close inshore of the point, is conspicuous.

Duart Bay (56°27'N., 5°40'W.), foul in its inner part, in-
dents the coast between the point and Rubh’ a’ Ghuirmein
(56°28'N., 5°41'W.). Boat piers extend off each side of the bay
entrance. A radio tower, with a white building close to it,
stands 0.5 mile SSE of Rubha na Sroine. A radio mast stands
1.2 miles SW of the same point. Anchorage can be taken tem-
porarily, in a depth of 23.8m, about 0.2 mile E of the W boat
pier.

Craignure Bay (56°28'N., 5°42'W.) (World Port Index No.
33170) affords shelter from W winds in depths of 9.1 to 23.8m.
A church, inn, and stone pier, are conspicuous near the head of
the bay. The pier, with a depth alongside of 3m at HW, can ac-
commodate small vessels. A pier, 145m long, extends offshore.
The pier provides a general cargo berth on its S side having a
length of 26m and an alongside depth of 4m. The ro-ro berth
on the N side of the pier has a length of 37m and an alongside
depth of 5.6m.

Range lights are shown from masts at the head and root of
the pier, lead alongside the N face of the pier. Two tall conspic-
uous oil tanks stand 150m NNW of the root of the pier. Local
vessels plying between Oban and Tobermory make Craignure,
at the head of the bay, a port of call.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Craignure
Bay—Contact Information.

Craignure Bay—Contact Information
Port

VHF VHF channel 31
44-1680-812-343 (Pier)
Telephone
44-1680-812-558 (Home)

Craignure Bay—Contact Information
44-1680-812-433

craignure @calmac.co.uk

Facsimile

E-mail

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 9m, sand, close E of
Craignure pier head. Larger vessels can anchor, in a depth of
23.8m, about 0.3 mile NW of Rubha na Sroine.

3.10 Rubha an Ridire (56°30'N., 5°41'W.) and Scallastle
Point (56°29'N., 5°43'W.) form the entrance points to the
Sound of Mull. Eilean Rubha an Ridire, encircled by foul
ground, lies 0.5 mile NW of the steep-to point. Foul ground, ly-
ing about 1 mile W of the islet, is marked by a buoy. Reefs ex-
tend 0.5 mile N and NW of Scallastle Point.

Caution.—An area of 50m radius, centered on a position
60m N of the W end of Eilean Rubha an Ridire, contains a pro-
tected and historic wreck.

Glas Eileanan (56°30'N., 5°43'W.), two islets lying on foul
ground in the middle of the entrance, is marked by a light
shown from a tower on the E islet. The preferred channel enter-
ing the sound lies NE of the islets. The passage SW of the islets
should not be used without local knowledge due to the shoal
patches and Yule Rocks, the latter marked by a buoy, lying as
far as 0.8 mile WNW of the islets. Anchorage can be temporar-
ily taken, in depths of 21.9 to 25.6m, on a bank S of Glas Fi-
leanan.

Ardtornish Point (56°31'N., 5°45'W.), wooded and steep-
to, is marked by a castle in ruins. The coast in the vicinity is
cliffy, backed by mountains and a conspicuous plateau. A light
is shown from a tower on the point. Inninmore Bay (56°31'N.,
5°43'W.) and Ardtornish Bay (56°31'N., 5°45'W.), the former,
a broad open bay, the latter, with shoals near its E entrance
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point, afford shelter with offshore winds.

Anchorage can be taken in Inninmore Bay, in a depth of
16.5m, and in Ardtornish Bay, in a depth of 12.8m. Anchorage
can also be taken in Scallastle Bay (56°29'N., 5°45'W.), in a
depth of 16.5m, good holding ground, about 1 mile NW of
Scallastle Point.

Rubha Leth Thorcaill (56°31'N., 5°48'W.), rising to a
mound close inshore, is backed by a conspicuous high hill. An
islet near the point is marked by a white post. The shore SE
from the point is fronted by a rocky shoal for 0.2 mile offshore.

Avon Rock (56°31'N., 5°47'W.), with a depth of 2.2m, is
marked close NE by a buoy.

3.11 Lochaline (Loch Aline) (56°33'N., 5°46'W.) (World
Port Index No. 33160) is entered between Bolorkle Point
(56°32'N., 5°46'W.) and a point 0.3 mile W which is marked
by a conspicuous monument in the shape of a cross; Bogha
Lurcain, drying rocks, lies 100m from Bolorkle Point. Lo-
chaline has a least depth of 1.7m over the entrance bar. The en-
trance channel is marked by lighted buoys. Range lights, on the
W shore within the entrance, in line bearing 356°, lead over the
bar in a depth of 3.7m. There are depths of 7.3 to 21.9m in the
fairway of the loch, which is clear of dangers as far as its dry-
ing head.

A T-head jetty, 70m long, and a depth of 9m alongside, proj-
ects from the W shore of the loch, 0.4 mile NNE of the cross
and serves the silica sand mine situated N of the village of Lo-
chaline. Lochaline Pier, with depths of 6.4 to 7.3m alongside
the head, lies 0.5 mile W of Bolorkle Point. Large coastal ves-
sels use the loch and caution is necessary to avoid meeting in
the narrow fairway.

The ruins of a castle and a prominent clock tower are visible
at the head of the loch.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 14 to 18m, off the E
shore of the loch. Small vessels can anchor as suitable off the
W shore.

The coast between Lochaline and the Fiunary Rocks
(56°33'N., 5°53'W.), marked by a lighted buoy close SW, is
foul as far as 0.2 mile offshore. Temporary anchorage can be
taken 0.3 mile offshore, in a depth of 23.8m, on the bank be-
tween Rubha Dearg (56°32'N., 5°48'W.) and Eilean na Beithe-
iche (56°33'N., 5°52'W.).

3.12 Fishnish Bay (56°31'N., 5°50'W.) is deep and clear
of dangers. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 29.3m, in the
middle of the bay. Small vessels can anchor, in depths of 12.8
to 14.6m, about 0.4 mile from the head of the bay.

Rubha Mor (56°31'N., 5°56'W.) forms the W point of an
open bight extending to the mouth of the Forsa River
(56°31'N., 5°54'W.). The intervening coast is fronted by foul
ground for 0.3 mile. Farm buildings are prominent at the river
mouth and on Rubha Mor. There is a short pier at the point re-
ported to be in ruins. Another pier at the point, consisting of
wooden piles in ruins, is prominent.

Eileanan Glasa (56°32'N., 5°55'W.), a group of grassy
rocks, steep-to NE, lies in the middle of the sound. A light is
shown from a tower on Dearg Sgeir, the N rock of the group.
The area between the rocks and Rubha Mor is foul and has a
drying rock. Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in a least depth
of 27.4m, good holding ground, mud, N of a line joining Ei-

leanan Glasa and the ruins of Aros Castle. Small vessels can
anchor, in a depth of 11m, off the castle.

3.13 Salen Bay (56°31'N., 5°57'W.) is entered between
Rubha Mor and a point about 0.7 mile NW. The ruins of Aros
Castle and several large buildings are conspicuous on the latter
point. The bay is shallow and generally foul from the entrance
to its drying head. North gales raise a heavy swell in the bay.
The village of Salen, at the head of the bay, is connected by
road with the ruined pier at Rubha Mor. A white house with a
flagstaff stands on Rubha Aird Ealasaid (56°32'N., 5°58'W.), a
salient point. Caisteal nan Con (56°34'N., 5°56'W.) is a promi-
nent ruin of a castle on the NE shore of the sound.

Rubh’ an t-Sean-Chaisteil (56°34'N., 5°59'W.) is a con-
spicuous steep-to promontory fronted by low cliffs. Farm
buildings and a castle, in ruins, stand S of the promontory.

Calve Island (56°37'N., 6°02'W.), 2.5 miles NW of the
promontory, fronts Tobermory Harbor. The coast between the
promontory and the island is steep-to, and backed by steep
wooded cliffs. A local magnetic disturbance exists between
Caisteal nan Con and Calve Island. The fairway through the
Sound of Mull between Caisteal nan Con and Calve Island is
free of dangers.

Rubha nan Gall (56°38'N., 6°04'W.) is a point with a steep-
to flat rock lying close offshore. A light is shown from a tower
on the rock.

New Rocks (56°39'N., 6°03'W.), with a least depth of 0.1m,
are marked by a lighted buoy of their S side. Partly-drying
rocks and shoals, detached from New Rocks, lie N and E of the
rocks. Kelp shows on many of the rocks at LW.

Rubha na Leip (56°38'N., 6°04'W.), aligned 168° with Aros
Waterfall, leads W of New Rocks and is the preferred passage
to the Sound of Mull.

3.14 Tobermory (56°37'N., 6°04'W.) (World Port Index
No. 33140), the principal town on Mull, has a harbor formed
by a bay lying W of Calve Island. It was reported that the port
is no longer open to commercial traffic, although facilities are
maintained for seaborne vehicular traffic.

The principal entrance to the harbor lies between the N ex-
tremity of Calve Island and Rubha na Leip, 0.4 mile NW; a
sector light leads through the channel. The SE entrance of the
harbor is a drying passage with a least width of 100m. Small
vessels can transit the passage on a flood tide, especially when
SW gales with violent squalls prevent entrance through the
principal channel. There is a least depth of 2m in the channel at
HW. The principal entrance is deep and leads into a harbor
where there are depths exceeding 21.9m.

Mishnish Pier, the ferry terminal, is 42m long, with a depth
of 2.4m at its outer end.

Landmarks include the spires and towers of churches and
Aros Waterfall, at the S end of town. There are two piers at the
W head of the harbor.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 25 to 30m, about 0.3
mile ESE of the pier. Smaller vessels anchor near the pier. An-
chorage in the fairway is prohibited due to seaplane operations.

Anchorage is also available, in a depth of 36m, thick mud,
0.3 mile offshore in Bloody Bay (56°39'N., 6°06'W.), an open
bight backed by high, steep slopes. The bay is utilized as a
quarantine anchorage for Tobermory Harbor. The preferred
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berth is 0.6 mile NW of Rubha nan Gall, with the light on that
point bearing 130°.

3.15 Loch Sunart (56°42'N., 5°56'W.) is approached from

W between Ardmore Point (56°40'N., 6°08'W.) and the S coast
of Ardnamurchan, the mainland to the N.

Ardnamurchan Light

Point of Ardnamurchan (56°44'N., 6°14'W.), the W end of
a rugged mountainous promontory, forms the N entrance point
in the approach to Loch Sunart and the Sound of Mull. A light
is shown from a tower encircled by a high wall.

Sron Bheag (56°41'N., 6°09'W.) is a steep rocky point
backed by rising heights. A bare, rocky islet lies close offshore,
about 2.2 miles NW of Sron Bheag. Fishing Bank, with depths
of 18 to 38m, lies 2 miles SW of the point. Tide rips and heavy
confused seas break over this bank in stormy weather.

Kilchoan Bay (56°41'N., 6°07'W.), an open bight close E of
Sron Bheag, is shallow and encumbered with reefs and shoals.

Mingary Bay (56°42'N., 6°04'W.), close E of Kilchoan Bay,
has a castle in ruins near the shore at the NW head of the bay.
When approaching the bay from the S, it resembles a large san-
dy rectangular tower with sooty chimneys. A small promontory
juts into the bay SE of the castle. Mingary Rock, about 0.2 mile
S of the promontory, has a depth of 6.9m. There are sunken
rocks in the vicinity of a small pier at the W side of the bay.
Marv Rock lies 0.2 mile E of the pier.

Loch Sunart is entered between Maclean’s Nose (56°41'N.,
6°02'W.) and Auliston Point, about 2 miles SSE. The former is
a steep, rocky point backed by steep slopes while the latter
point is fringed by foul ground. Red Rocks, Big Stirk, and Lit-
tle Stirk, above and below-water rocks, lie N of the entrance
fairway to Loch Sunart. A deep channel, at least 0.2 mile wide,
lies between these rocks and shoals and the coast S of Auliston
Point.

3.16 Macparlin Rock (56°40'N., 6°03'W.), with a depth of
6.5m, lies almost 1 mile SW of Maclean’s Nose. A conspicu-
ous dwelling stands about 2.5 miles E of Maclean’s Nose.

Hills and mountains enclose Loch Sunart. Depths in the loch
are ample for coastal vessels as far as Laudale Narrows
(56°41'N., 5°40'W.), where there is a least depth of 4.9m in the
fairway and a least navigable width of 100m. A rocky bar, with

a least depth of 1.2m, extends across the loch about 1.5 miles
NW of the narrows. Steep-to drying rocks and an above-water
rock lie off Rubha Aird Shlignich (56°40'N., 5°58'W.).

Oronsay (56°40'N., 5°55'W.) lies close N of Torr nan Con
(56°39'N., 5°57'W.), a promontory. Above and below-water
rocks lie off the W side of Oronsay.

The passage between Oronsay and Torr nan Con has a least
depth of 9.2m. A drying reef connects the E end of Oronsay with
the S shore, so the passage is entered from the W. Anchorage can
be taken in Loch na Droma Buidhe (56°39'N., 5°56'W.), in a
depth of 18m, mud, almost 0.3 mile ESE of Torr nan Con.

3.17 Glenmore Bay (56°41'N., 5°56'W.) is fringed by foul
ground to its drying head. Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in
a depth of 15m, in the bay entrance.

Risga (56°40'N., 5°54'W.), an islet, and two rocks, with a
least depth of 0.3m, lie S and SE of Risga and close to the fair-
way of the loch.

Carna (56°40'N., 5°53'W.), an island lying across the center
of the loch, has a navigable channel about 275m wide lying N
of the island.

Loch Teacuis (56°39'N., 5°53'W.), which extends 2.7 miles
SE from the S end of Carna, has narrow, foul entrance channels
leading into a shallow loch. A rock, awash, lies about 1.5 miles
E of the N end of Carna.

Anchorage, sheltered from S winds, can be taken by large
vessels, in a depth of 27m, mud, about 0.3 mile E of Carna.
Smaller vessels can anchor, in a depth of 15m, mud, about
300m off the E end of Oronsay. Large vessels can also anchor,
in a depth of 37m, good holding ground, 0.4 mile E of Rubha
Aird Shlignich.

3.18 Salen Bay (56°43'N., 5°46'W.) indents the N steep-to
shore of the loch. A rock, with a depth of 0.6m, lies 0.3 mile
NW of the E entrance point of the bay. The navigable channel,
about 100m wide, leads to a pier in disrepair and a landing near
the W entrance point. Vessels can berth alongside the pier at
HW.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to 11m, good hold-
ing ground, about 150m off the E shore of the bay. A small
mooring buoy lies in the anchorage.

Eilean Garbh (56°42'N., 5°41'W.) is the E islet of two islets
lying off the N shore of the loch which constrict the channel S
to about 0.1 mile. Anchorage, sheltered, can be taken, in a
depth of 13m, mud and clay, about 0.2 mile E of the S end of
Eilean Garbh.

The Strontian River (56°42'N., 5°34'W.), with the village
of Strontian at its mouth, affords anchorage in a depth of 5.5m,
mud, off a small pier situated close E of the river mouth and al-
s0, in a depth of 12.8m, in a bight about 1 mile SW.

Point of Ardnamurchan to the Sound of Sleat

3.19 The Point of Ardnamurchan (56°44'N., 6°14'W.) is
described in paragraph 3.15 with the approach to Loch Sunart.

Sanna Point (56°45'N., 6°11'W.), formed by several irregu-
lar summits, is located at the N end of Sanna Bay, a small, foul
bight.

White Sand Bay (56°45'N., 6°10'W.), conspicuous from the
N, is entered WSW of a cliffy point covered by bright orange
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lichens. The cliffs stop abruptly at Faskadale Bay (56°46'N.,
6°06'W.), where a fissure splits the cliffs from top to bottom.
The entire coast E of Sanna Point is indented by several, small
open bays backed inland by high mountains. There are very
few off-lying dangers.

Bo Faskadale (56°48'N., 6°06'W.), two detached heads, the
N head awash, the S head with a least depth of 0.7m, is marked
on its NW side by a lighted buoy.

Elizabeth Rock (56°47'N., 6°06'W.), with a depth of 0.7m,
lies 0.5 mile S of the S head.

Rubha Aird Druimnich (56°47'N., 5°58'W.) is a rugged
promontory at the entrance to Loch Ceann Traigh (56°46'N.,
5°54'W.), a bay open to onshore winds.

Eilean Shona (56°48'N., 5°51'W.), a high rocky island, is
fronted by shoals and is partly awash. North Channel and
South Channel lead from seaward and around the island
through foul and constricted waters to Loch Moidart,(56°47'N.,
5°53'W.), an inlet that generally dries, except at HW.

The Sound of Arisaig (56°51'N., 5°52'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha Ghead a’ Leighe (56°50'N., 5°51'W.), a point
fringed by drying rocks, and the S side of Arisaig, a promonto-
ry. The N side of the sound is fronted by rocks, reefs, and islets
as far as 1 mile offshore. The S side of the sound is steep-to and
free of fronting dangers. A rough sea buffets the S shore when
the wind is onshore.

3.20 Ardnish (56°52'N., 5°45'W.), a hilly peninsula at the
E end of the sound, is connected to the mainland by an isthmus.
The peninsula separates the sound into two arms. Loch nan Ua-
mh (56°53'N., 5°46'W.), the N arm, is deep, but affords little
shelter. Loch Ailort (56°52'N., 5°42'W.), the S arm, affords
shelter, in depths of up to 9.1m, protected by islets extending

across the outer entrance of the loch. The S side of the Sound
of Arisaig is relatively steep-to and free of dangers. Numerous
islets and reefs encumber the N side as far as 1 mile offshore.
There are several coves indenting both the N and S shores of
the sound wherein shelter can be obtained, but local knowledge
is necessary. Violent wind squalls blow down from the moun-
tains rising above the S side of the loch during E and SE gales.
Tidal currents are fairly strong in Loch Ailort and, during W
gales, the ebb current causes seas to break across the entrance.
Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in depths of 5.5 to 7.3m,
good holding ground of clay and sand, about 0.1 mile E of Ei-
lean nan Gobhar (56°51'N., 5°47'W.).

Loch nan Ceall (56°54'N., 5°54'W.) is entered between Ei-
lean Ighe (56°55'N., 5°54'W.) and Rubh Arisaig (56°53'N.,
5°55'W.), a point at the W end of a rugged peninsula which
forms the S side of the loch. A chain of above and below-water
rocks extends SW from the point. Numerous islets, rocks, and
reefs lie on a drying sand bank extending from Eilean Ighe al-
most to Rubh Arisaig. The loch is approached through S and N
channels. The former, entered N of Rubh Arisaig, has a least
depth of about 1.5m and is the preferred channel; it is marked
by perches. Tidal currents are strong when the sand bank is un-
covered. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7.3 to 9.1m,
close ENE of Cave Rock (56°54'N., 5°54'W.), which dries.

Rubha da Chuain (56°57'N., 5°51'W.) is a coastal point
backed by sand hills. The coast S of this point consists of small
sandy bays and rocky points fronted by foul ground as far as 1
mile offshore. A dangerous wreck lies 1.8 miles NW of Rubha
da Chuain. The coast N of the point is both rocky and sandy,
backed by steep hills in places.

Rubha na h-Acairseid (57°00'N., 5°50'W.) is a point at the
W entrance of Mallaig Harbor. A rocky islet lies 0.2 mile SW of
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the point, which is reef-fringed. A light is shown from the reef.

3.21 Mallaig Harbor (57°00'N., 5°49'W.) (World Port In-
dex No. 33090), a cove adjacent to Rubha na h-Acairseid, is a
terminus for fishing vessels and affords shelter to small vessels
during W gales. The town of Mallaig, is situated on low land W
of the cove and on high hills SE, and appears prominently from
seaward. Sgeir Dhearg, a partly drying rocky ridge, lies 0.2
mile NNE of the entrance point and partially protects the har-
bor.

Depths—Limitations.—Channels on each side of Sgeir
Dhearg lead into the harbor. The E, or main channel, has a least
depth of 5.4m; the SW channel has less than 3.7m. A breakwa-
ter extends 120m ENE from Steamer Pier on the W side of the
harbor. A light is shown from the head of the breakwater and
indicates the fairway leading through the main channel E of
Sgeir Dhearg. Three fixed red lights, disposed vertically,
shown from the light structure indicate that vessels may only
proceed as permitted by the harbormaster.

On the S side of the breakwater there is a berthing face,
100m long, with a depth of 5.3m alongside. Steamer Pier,
which connects the breakwater to the shore, has a ro-ro berth at
its outer end and a maximum depth of 4.5m alongside. Vessels
of up to 90m in length and 6m draft can be handled in the har-
bor. Fishing wharves in the harbor have lesser depths along-
side.

The outer harbor includes a 300m-long breakwater with quays

| dredged (2016) to a depth of 4m.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is available on request to the harbor of-
fice, by VHF channels 9 and 16.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Mallaig Har-
bor—Contact Information.

| Mallaig Harbor—Contact Information

| Port

| Call sign Mallaig Harbor Radio

| VHF VHEF channels 9 and 16
44-1687-462-154 (office hours)

Telephone -

44-7917-450-167 (mobile/after hours)

| Facsimile 44-1687-462-172

| E-mail info @mallaigharbourauthority.com

| Web site http://www.mallaig-harbour.com

The Sound of Sleat

3.22 The Sound of Sleat (57°03'N., 5°51'W.) separates the
SE coast of the Isle of Skye from the mainland of Scotland.
The SW entrance of the sound lies between Point of Sleat and
Mallaig Harbor. From the entrance, the sound leads NE for
about 15 miles to Kyle Rhea, a constricted passage. The shores
of the sound are generally hilly and steep-to, with occasional
headlands and salient points.

Tides—Currents.—Tidal currents in the sound set NE and
SW at 1 knot, increasing to 1.5 knots where the sound is con-
stricted, and 2 knots off salient features. The NE set in Kyle
Rhea does not increase in strength until the 30m curve has been

crossed. The S current in Kyle Rhea is quite strong where con-
stricted in scope, with eddies running along the shores. Heavy
overfalls occur during strong S and SW winds with a S current
off the narrows.

Depths—Limitations.—Depths exceed 36m in the fairway
of the sound as far as Kyle Rhea, where depths abruptly shoal
to less than 18m. The sound is free of dangers in the fairway as
far as the approach to Kyle Rhea, where shoals of less than 9m
front the shores.

Caution.—A voluntary reporting system for northbound
vessels approaching Kyle Rhea and the Kyle of Lochalsh and
intending to pass under the Skye Bridge is bounded by a line
joining Mallaig Harbor and Point of Sleat. See paragraph 3.36
for further information.

3.23 Point of Sleat (57°01'N., 6°01'W.), the S extremity of
Skye, has outcropping on the W side and rising terrain NE. A
light is shown from a tower on the point. Above and below-wa-
ter rocks lie as far as 0.2 mile W of the point.

Camas Daraich (57°01'N., 6°00'W.) is a cove close E of the
point. Anchorage, sheltered from N winds, can be taken, in a
depth of 15m, off the entrance to Camas Daraich with Ard
Thurinish (57°02'N., 5°58'W.), a prominent bold cliffy head-
land bearing 071°.

Rubha Dubh (57°04'N., 5°54'W.), a salient point, is fronted
by islets on drying reefs lying as far as 0.5 mile offshore. Ard-
vasar, a promontory projecting offshore about 0.3 mile from
Rubha Dubh, provides shelter from S winds to Armadale Bay
(57°04'N., 5°53'W.). A conspicuous castellated castle stands
on high ground about 0.5 mile N of the promontory. A pier ex-
tends ENE from the N extremity of the promontory and a light
is shown from a building on the pier head. There is a ro-ro fa-
cility on the N side of the pier.

It was reported that a conspicuous radio mast stands about
2.5 miles NNE of the pier. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth
of 18m, in Armadale Bay, subject at times to a heavy swell.
Small vessels can anchor off the pier, in a depth of Sm.

3.24 Loch Nevis (57°00'N., 5°42'W.), at the SE entrance
of the Sound of Sleat, is approached between Rubha Ban
(57°01'N., 5°48'W.) and An Fhaochag (57°04'N., 5°48'W.), a
steep-to salient point. The loch is entered between Rubha Ra-
onuill (57°02'N., 5°44'W.) and the shore 0.7 mile S. The coast
E of Rubha Ban is steep-to and regular in outline. A shoal
ridge, with a least depth of 8.5m, extends across the approach
to the loch. A dangerous wreck lies on this shoal, 0.2 miles N
of Sron Raineach. It has a least swept depth of 7m.

Sandaig Bay (57°03'N., 5°46'W.), an open bight on the N
side of the approach to Loch Nevis, has a drying head fronted
by above and below-water rocks and reefs extending S along
the E side of the bay as far as Rubha Raonuill. A chain of islets
lies S of the W entrance point of the bay.

Rubha Raonuill, the peninsula forming the N entrance of
Loch Nevis, is formed of steep hills. A prominent point proj-
ects from the middle of the peninsula, and a stone monument,
conspicuous from the W, stands on a small promontory jutting
from its SE corner. Foul ground fronts the peninsula, with
Smyth Rock (57°01'N., 5°44'W.) the outermost danger, lying at
the N side of the fairway leading to Loch Nevis.

Inverie Bay (57°02'N., 5°42'W.), an open bight inside the
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entrance to the loch, has steep-to shores with conspicuous
buildings visible at intervals. The village of Inverie and a
church nearby are prominent at the NE side of the bay. There is
a small T-head jetty at the village.

The bay is deep and free of dangers except for Sgeirean
Glasa (57°02'N., 5°43'W.), rocks marked by a beacon. An-
chorage can be taken in suitable depths in the E part of the bay.
Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 16.5m, N of
Sgeirean Glasa.

Loch Nevis turns SE for about 4 miles from its entrance to
the narrows where the fairway has a depth of 4.1m. A pilot is
necessary to transit the narrows. There are no harbors or shelter
to the head of the loch which is bound by steep-to shores.
Winds in the loch are variable. Strong winds cause violent
squalls, with SE and SW winds the most dangerous. Currents
are weak except in the narrows. Anchorage can be taken in Tar-
bet Bay (56°58'N., 5°38'W.), near the narrows, in depths of 7 to
11m, mud.

3.25 The coast from An Fhaochag (57°04'N., 5°48'W.)
has few indentations and is fringed by reefs. Shelter is afforded
to small craft SE of Airor Island (57°05'N., 5°46'W.).

Kilbeg Point (57°05'N., 5°52'W.) is a prominent point locat-
ed opposite Airor Island.

Knock Bay (57°06'N., 5°51'W.), on the E coast of the Isle of
Skye, affords anchorage, in depths of up to 22m, open to S and
SW winds, in the outer part of the bay.

Rubh Ard Slisneach (57°07'N., 5°43'W.) marks the S ap-
proach to Loch Hourn.

Camas Croise (57°08'N., 5°48'W.), a shallow cove with a
drying head, affords anchorage to small vessels on the W side
of the Sound of Sleat, but SW winds make this bay unsafe.

Ornsay (57°09'N., 5°47'W.) (World Port Index No. 33060),
reef-fringed and connected to the shore by a drying reef, lies
SE and E of Isleornsay Harbor.

Eilean Sionnach (57°09'N., 5°47'W.), marked by a lighted
tower, lies close SE of Ornsay Island. Another light marks the
outer edge of the reef NE of the island.

3.26 Isleornsay Harbor (57°09'N., 5°48'W.), a shallow
harbor, is used by small vessels as a harbor of refuge during
SW gales. There is a small pier and village at the head of the
harbor. Moorings are situated 0.7 mile N of the pier. Sheltered
anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 14m, about 0.4 mile off-
shore, with the light off the NE side of Ornsay bearing 155°,
distant 0.4 mile.

Loch na Dal (57°00'N., 5°48'W.), an inlet indenting the
coast NNW of Ornsay, is shallow with a drying head. Anchor-
age can be taken, in a depth of 24m, mud, off the loch entrance.
A prominent white building, partially surrounded by trees,
stands on the NE side of the head of the loch.

Loch Hourn (57°08'N., 5°39'W.) is approached between
Rubh Ard Slisneach (57°07'N., 5°43'W.) and the Sandaig Is-
lands, about 3 miles N. The S shore leading to the entrance at
Rubha an Daraich (57°08'N., 5°39'W.), a small point S of a
rounded headland, is steep-to and has no off-lying dangers.
The NE shore of the approach is fronted by rocky shoals, de-
tached patches, and drying reefs.
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Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Ornsay Light

Sgeir Ulibhe (57°08'N., 5°41'W.), a reef, and a rock, awash,
lying 0.1 mile W of the reef, are dangers near the entrance fair-
way. From the entrance, the loch leads E and SE for 5 miles to
the first of four narrows. Loch Hourn Beg is that part of the
loch above the first narrows. Vessels can transit the loch to the
first narrows; local vessels beyond. Depths of 12.8 to 21.9m
exist in and between the first and second narrows, decreasing
to 6.9m in the latter. Loch Hourn has the greatest amount of
rainfall in the highlands. Precipitous mountains rising from the
shores completely enclose the loch. Violent wind squalls blow
off the mountains during inclement weather.

3.27 Camas Ban (57°08'N., 5°34'W.), a cove on the N
shore of the loch, affords shelter off the village at the head of
the cove. Corr Eileanan (57°06'N., 5°32'W.) consists of three
islets extending into the loch near the first narrows. The fair-
way leads S of the S islet. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth
of 29m, in Camas Ban, S of the village at the head of the cove.
Large vessels can anchor, in a depth of 29m, mud, 0.8 mile SE
of the islets lying about 1 mile NW of Camas Ban.

Poll a’ Mhuineil (57°06'N., 5°34'W.), a cove on the S side
of the loch, is fronted by an islet lying on foul ground. Anchor-
age can be taken, in a depth of 55m, mud and sand, about 0.5
mile E of Poll a> Mhuineil. Small vessels anchor, in depths of 7
to 9m, close inshore on the W side of the bay.

Caution.—Vessels traversing the first narrows should do so
at HW or LW to avoid the strength of tidal currents, which at-
tain a velocity of 3 knots.

In inclement weather, especially with strong winds from be-
tween S and W, violent squalls descend from the high land
from unpredictable directions.

3.28 The Sandaig Islands (57°10'N., 5°42'W.), a group of
islands lying close offshore, are connected to the shore by a
drying reef and foul ground. A light is shown from a tower on
the largest island.

Sandaig Bay (57°10'N., 5°41'W.) has depths of 5.5 to 12.8m
over sand.

Dunan Ruadh (57°12'N., 5°40'W.) is a cliffy and conspicu-

ous headland on the W side of the sound about 4.5 miles NE of
Loch na Dal. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 20m, good
holding ground, mud, about 0.5 mile NNE of the headland,
sheltered from SW winds and clear of tidal currents. Tide rips
occur in the vicinity of the shoals extending N of the anchorage
and as far as Kyle Rhea. Violent NW squalls arise over the Ky-
lerhea River (57°13'N., 5°40'W.), which is fronted by drying
flats. A conspicuous ferry house stands 0.3 mile N of the river
mouth.

The Eilanreach River (57°12'N., 5°38'W.) is the S of three
rivers emptying into the sound between the Sandaig Islands
and Kyle Rhea. All the rivers are fronted by drying sand and
gravel flats. The intervening coast is steep-to and rocky.

Glenelg Bay (57°13'N., 5°38'W.) has variable depths de-
creasing to drying flats off the mouth of the Glenmore River, at
the head of the bay. A church and monument, standing S of the
river mouth, and a high barracks N, are all conspicuous. An-
chorage can be taken, in a depth of 27m, in the bay, with the
pier bearing 139° and the church bearing 094°, distant 0.2 mile.

3.29 Bernera Bay (57°13'N., 5°39'W.), adjoining Glenelg
Bay, affords anchorage, in a depth of 18m, sand and shells,
about 0.3 mile offshore. The anchorage is not affected by cur-
rents, but is exposed to SW winds.

Directions.—During the day, steer in mid-channel to enter
the Sound of Sleat. At night, enter the sound from SW by keep-
ing the light on Ardnamurchan Point bearing no more than
217°, astern, until clear of the dangers. Then steer 038° toward
Sandaig Islands Light until abeam of Eilean Sionnach Light.
Change course to 048° and bring the latter light on a stern bear-
ing of 228°. This course leads into Glenelg Bay.

Kyle Rhea (57°14'N., 5°40'W.), a narrow strait, separates
the NE extremity of Skye from the mainland. It also connects
the N end of the Sound of Sleat with Loch Alsh. The terrain on
both sides of the strait rises steeply except where intersected by
various streams. The E shore consists mainly of low cliffs. A
light is shown from Kyle Rhea Beacon. Depths of 12.8 to
16.5m exist in the strait. Dangers are few, but include an 8.7m
patch in the S entrance of the strait and Research Rock
(57°15'N., 5°39'W.), with a least depth of 5.8m. The fairway in
the vicinity of the rock has a width of 0.1 mile, as does the S
entrance of the narrows. The 10m curve contains most fringing
shoals extending along both shores of the strait.

An overhead power cable, with a vertical clearance of 60m,
spans the narrows in the vicinity of Research Rock, about 0.5
mile NE of Kyle Rhea Light.

The currents set N on the flood tide and S on the ebb tide.
Slack water is of short duration.

Rubha na Caillich (57°15'N., 5°39'W.), the W point at the
N entrance to Kyle Rhea, is low and grassy. A light is shown
from Sgeir na Caillich, a detached reef lying 300m N of the
point. Pilots can be obtained from cottages at the S entrance of
Kyle Rhea. It is not advisable to transit the strait at night with-
out a pilot aboard.

Directions.—Northbound vessels enter Kyle Rhea with Kyle
Rhea Light bearing 343°. When the E ferry house bears 170°,
change course N in mid-channel. When clear of Research
Rock, bring Kyle Rhea Light astern, bearing 222°, and steer in
mid-channel out of the N entrance of the strait.
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Loch Alsh—Loch Duich—Loch Long

3.30 Loch Alsh (57°16'N., 5°38'W.) separates the N side
of the E end of the Isle of Skye from the mainland. The W end
of the loch is entered through Kyle Akin, a narrow passage
about 2.5 miles W of Kyle Rhea. Loch Alsh in its W part, is
free of dangers. Loch Long and Loch Duich, leading off the E
part of Loch Alsh, have little commercial importance.

Ardintoul Point (57°16'N., 5°36'W.) is a low flat point
backed by cultivated terrain. Two tanks and farm buildings
mark the point. The coast between Kyle Rhea and the point has
a gravel beach backed by low land rising inland to steep moun-
tain ridges.

Ru Aird a Mhill (5§7°17'N., 5°37'W.) is a steep and grassy
point on the N side of Loch Alsh.

Ru Sgarabhaig (57°16'N., 5°35'W.) is a point at the S ex-
tremity of an unmarked promontory located opposite Ardintoul
Point. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 14.6m, in the
middle of Ardintoul Bay. Small vessels can anchor off the W
shore of the bay, in a depth of Sm.

Ardelve Point (57°17'N., 5°31'W.) and Totaig (57°16'N.,
5°31'W.) are the N and S entrance points to Loch Long and
Loch Duich. A stone hotel stands N of Ardelve Point.

3.31 Glas Eilean (57°16'N., 5°35'W.), a flat islet encircled
by drying reefs and shoals, lies inside the entrance of Loch
Alsh. A buoy marks a rock lying 0.2 mile NW of Glas Eilean.
The preferred navigable channel leads close N of the rock and
ENE through Loch Alsh. Ais Sgeir (57°16'N., 5°33'W.), a bare
black rock aligned 074° with the stone hotel near Ardelve
Point, leads through the channel. Eilean Tioram, several islets
encircled by a drying reef, is connected N to Ardelve Point by
a drying spit.

Loch Duich (57°16'N., 5°31'W.), entered between Eilean
Tioram and Totaig, is deep and clear to its drying head. The
shores are steep and partly wooded. Several mountain peaks
are conspicuous. Vessels seldom transit this loch. Anchorage
can be taken, in depths up to 22m, off the drying flats at the
head of the bay.

Loch Long (57°17'N., 5°31'W.) is constricted throughout.
The entrance is encumbered by a bar over which there is a
depth is 2.1m. A bridge spans the loch at its entrance.

Rubha Buidhe (57°16'N., 5°40'W.), a point NW of Rubha
na Caillich, affords anchorage, in depths up to 15m, about 0.3
mile NE of Rubha Buidhe and, in a depth of 6.4m, about 0.2
mile E of the same point. Anchorage, sheltered from S and SW
gales, can be taken, in depths up to 7.3m, sand and mud, about
0.2 mile NNW of Sgeir na Caillich.

3.32 Balmacara Bay (57°17'N., 5°39'W.), an open bight
with a drying head, is fringed by drying reefs and fronted by
shoals of less than 9m depth. Prominent hotels stand on the E
and W shores of the bay. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up
to 22m, sand, about 0.2 mile SE of a pier at the SW side of the
bay. North squalls may cause vessels to drag anchor. Donald
Murchison’s Monument (57°17'N., 5°40'W.) is a conspicuous
white granite monument standing on Doire na h-Earba, a small
headland.

A detached 8.2m shoal lies 0.3 mile S of the headland.

Bo Sron an Tairbh (57°16'N., 5°41'W.) is a detached, rocky

shoal, with a least depth of 6.6m, lying 300m N of Sron an
Tairbh, a small point. A sunken wreck lies about 0.3 mile NW
of the point.

Loch na Beiste (57°16'N., 5°43'W.), 2.2 miles W of Rubha
Buidhe, has depths of 12 to 31m. Several mooring buoys lie in
the middle of the loch, 0.5 mile from its head.

Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 24m, sand
and shells, about 0.4 mile from the head of the loch.

Kyle Akin

3.33 Kjyle Akin (57°17'N., 5°43'W.), a short constricted
passage, leads W from Loch Alsh to the SE end of Inner
Sound. The E entrance of Kyle Akin lies between the W en-
trance point of Scalpaidh Bay and Rubha Ard Treisnis
(57°16'N., 5°43'W.), the NE extremity of a narrow peninsula.
There is a least depth of 8.3m in the fairway S of Eileanan
Dubha and a least width of 137m between the 10m curves.

Tides—Currents.—Tidal currents in the E approach to Kyle
Akin are weak. With melting snow and after heavy rain, the
strength of the W current is increased. This is also true with
strong S and SW winds. The times at which the tidal currents
change direction vary considerably with the range of tide.
When the range is less than 4m, the E current runs from the
time of HW until 4 hours 30 minutes later. As the tidal range
decreases, the E current runs for progressively longer periods.

At springs, the W current attains a strength of about 3.5
knots 6 hours before HW. The E current has two maxima; one
of about 2 knots occurring 2 hours 30 minutes before HW, and
another 2.5 knots occurring about 1 hour 15 minutes after HW.
During the 4 hours preceding HW, the currents are consider-
ably affected by the wind. Strong protracted northerlies in-
crease the strength of the E current and decrease the strength of
the W current. Strong S winds have the reverse effect.

Caisteal Maol, a conspicuous tower in ruins, stands on a
headland 0.2 mile W of Rubha Ard Treisnis. Foul grounds
front the headland. String Rock, awash and marked by a light-
ed buoy, lies at the NE end of this foul ground.

Eileanan Dubha (57°17'N., 5°42'W.), a group of islets and
rocks, lie in the fairway near the E entrance of Kyle Akin.

Foul ground encircles the group for about 100m and a light-
ed tower marks the NE islet. Navigable channels lie N and S of
the group. The channel N of the islets is 130m wide, with least
charted depths of 13.3m in the fairway.

3.34 The Plock of Kyle (57°17'N., 5°43'W.), a peninsula at
the W end of the mainland, forms the N side of Kyle Akin.
Foul ground extends as far as 150m offshore. Station Hotel is a
conspicuous building near the shore at the E end of the penin-
sula and adjacent to the ferry pier.

3.35 Kyle of Lochalsh (57°17'N., 5°43'W.) (World Port
Index No. 32900) is a small town and terminus for the railroad.
Railroad connections lead from the town to the pier.

Depths—Limitations.—Kyle of Lochalsh Pier (Railway
Terminus Pier) lies about, 0.1 mile E of Station Hotel. It is used
by small passenger vessels, yachts, and fishing vessels, and is
the principal railroad connection for the entire area. The pier
has a length of 270m and a depth of 5.4m along the S face,
from which lights are shown. The ferry slip, with a beacon at
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its SE extremity, is situated 0.1 mile W of the pier.

Fishery Pier, a T-head pier about 67m long, with a depth of
3m alongside, is situated close E of the pier. British Underwa-
ter Test and Evaluation Center (BUTEC) Jetty, an L-shaped
pier marked by lights, is situated 0.2 mile E of Fishery Pier.
Drying reefs fringe the shores adjacent to the piers.

Signals.—Signals are displayed at the Support Base, 0.1
mile E of Fishery Pier. A red flag by day and a red light at night
indicates that entry into the restricted area in Inner Sound is
prohibited, except for direct passage.

3.36 Kyleakin (57°16'N., 5°44'W.) (World Port Index No.
32910), a coastal village about 0.5 mile W of Caisteal Maol, is
situated on a flat peninsula terminating in a rocky knoll 0.3
mile E of the village. A stone pier extends 137m through a dry-
ing reef from the E end of the peninsula. A lighted beacon
stands on the E end of the pier. A ferry plies between Kyle
Akin and the Kyle of Lochalsh. The King’s Arms Hotel is
prominent on the shore close N of Kyle Akin. Kyle House
stands on a knoll, with a cliffy seaward face covered by trees
which obscure this conspicuous hotel in summer.

Sgeir na Iasgaich (57°16'N., 5°47'W.) is a narrow rocky pen-
insula on the S shore of the W approach to Kyle Akin. The inter-
vening shore is backed by high hills and fronted for 0.5 mile by
shoals of less than 9m depth. A lighted buoy is moored 0.2 mile
N of Bogha Beag, a drying reef lying 0.3 mile offshore. Deep-
draft vessels should pass about 0.5 mile N of Bogha Beag which
lies almost 0.8 mile WSW of the disused Kyle Akin Light.

Eilean Ban (57°17'N., 5°44'W.), two islands encircled by
drying reefs, lie off the SW side of the Plock of Kyle. Shoals
and foul ground extend 100m S of the islands. The Skye
Bridge, with a vertical clearance of 29m over a navigable width
of 80m, extends SSW across Kyle Akin from the S extremity
of the W island of Eilean Ban.

Black Eye Rock (57°17'N., 5°45'W.), with a depth of 3.8m
and marked by a lighted buoy, lies in the approach fairway
about 0.4 mile W of Eilean Ban. There are detached patches of
less than 9m lying in the fairway NNW of the rock and 6.9m
shoals, 0.2 mile NW and W of the disused Kyle Akin Light.

Eilean a Mhal (57°17'N., 5°44'W.), an island, is encircled
by shoals and reefs. Above and below-water rocks lie on the
shoals which extend W to the fairway and S to Eilean Ban. The
least depth in the approach channel to Kyle Akin is 8.2m.

Regulations.—A voluntary reporting system is in effect for
the following types of vessels passing under the Skye Bridge:

1. All passenger vessels.

2. All vessels carrying bulk or packaged dangerous car-
go.

3. All other vessels 300 gt and over.

4. Fishing vessels 30m long and over.

5. Vessels restricted in their ability to maneuver.

Vessels approaching Kyle Rhea and the Kyle of Lochalsh
and intending to pass under the main span of the Skye Bridge
should contact Stornoway Coastguard on VHF channel 16 or
67 and make a report at the following positions:

1. Northbound vessels—When crossing the line joining

Point of Sleat and Mallaig Harbor.

2. Southbound vessels—When passing through the lati-
tude of Rona Light.

Vessels should also maintain a continuous listening watch on

VHF channel 16.

Designator Information Required

A Vessel name and call sign.

E Course.

F Speed.

G Port of departure.

H Time of passing reporting point.

I Port of destination.

o Draft.

P Cargo onboard; brief details of
dangerous/hazardous cargo.
Damages or other restrictions
likely to affect maneuverability.
Size and type of vessel.

X ETA at the Skye Bridge.

Vessels should report any change in status. The report should
be made in English and contain the following information:

Kyle Akin Light (disused) and the Skye Bridge from W

Loch Carron—Loch Kishorn

3.37 Loch Carron (57°20'N., 5°45'W.) is entered between
Portnacloich Point (57°18'N., 5°44'W.) and Rubha na h-Ua-
mha (57°21'N., 5°47'W.). The latter point is steep and bold,
terminating in a cliff.

Loch Carron, with an entrance clear of dangers, extends
ENE for 5 miles where a broad two-pronged promontory di-
vides the loch into two arms. Loch Kishorn is the N arm.

An Dubh Aird (57°20'N., 5°41'W.), a dark peninsula cov-
ered with heather, rises steeply.

Rubha Mor (57°21'N., 5°39'W.) is the NE end of a hilly
peninsula which is separated by a gap from higher hills. The S
coast of the loch is foul for at least 0.5 mile offshore between
points, whereas the N shore of the loch is steep-to and backed
by rugged barren hills. Foul ground extends 0.8 mile N of Rub-
ha Mor.

Pub. 141



58 Sector 3. West Coast—The Ross of Mull to Rubha Reidh

Courtesy of David Jones

Skye Bridge from E

Sgeir Golach (57°21'N., 5°39'W.), marked by a beacon, are
above and below-water rocks and reefs, which lie near the N
edge of the foul ground.

Caution.—A disused explosive dumping ground area, the
limits of which are shown on the chart, lies in the approach to
Loch Carron about 2.8 miles SW of Rubha na h-Uamha Point.

A foul ground area lies about 2.5 miles SSW of Rubha na h-
Uamha Point in the approach to Loch Carron.

Rubha Alasdair Ruaidh (57°22'N., 5°36'W.), the S prong
of the two-pronged promontory, is of mountainous terrain,
wooded, and has conspicuous terraces forming its SW side.
The inner part of Loch Carron is entered between this promon-
tory and Rubha Mor. This entire area, the narrows of the loch,
is foul. A navigable channel, about 0.1 mile wide and 3.7m
deep, leads through the narrows. Anchorage can be taken, in a
depth of 11m, good holding ground and sheltered, about 0.2
mile ESE of the N end of Rubha Mor.

3.38 Plockton (57°20'N., 5°39'W.) (World Port Index No.
32890), a village S of Rubha Mor, is approached via an inlet
with a depth of 5.5m. Sgeir Bhuidhe, an islet, lies amid drying
rocks 0.1 mile off the village which has rail connections. Ves-
sels proceeding from Kyle Akin to Loch Carron can obtain pi-
lot services from local fishermen at Kyle Akin or Eilean Mor.
Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 3.7m, good holding
ground of clay, about 150m W of Sgeir Bhuidhe. Small vessels
are beached on the flats.

Duncraig Castle (57°20'N., 5°38'W.), a conspicuous stone

building, is backed by a prominent hill. A beacon is situated
300m E of the castle. The coast E of the castle is composed of
sand and gravel, backed by cliffs in places, and bisected by a
deep valley. A remarkable raised beach fronts the cliffs for 1
mile.

Creag Mhaol (57°21'N., 5°34'W.) are prominent partly-
steep cliffs. The narrows of Strome lie N of Creag Mhaol. Two
drying rocks, each marked by a beacon, lie in the W approach
to the narrows. The fairway leading to the narrows passes W
and N of these rocks. Local knowledge is necessary in ap-
proaching and proceeding through the narrows, where the pre-
ferred fairway is about 100m from the N shore on entering.

South Strome (57°21'N., 5°32'W.), a village at the SE cor-
ner of the narrows, has railroad connections and a ferry which
plies across the narrows. The loch above the narrows is seldom
visited by shipping. Anchorage, sheltered from S and W winds,
can be taken on the shoals extending N and E of a disused rail-
road pier, clear of submarine cables.

3.39 Loch Kishorn (57°23'N., 5°39'W.) lies NW of Meall
na h-Airde (57°22'N., 5°38'W.), the N head of the two-pronged
promontory. The loch is deep, clear of dangers, and provides an
excellent refuge for vessels during stormy weather. Larger ves-
sels may anchor offshore, clear of Sgorr a> Bhrid-eoin Mhoir
(57°23'30"N., 5°3624"W.), the W of several drying rocks
which extend up to 0.5 mile offshore. Care must also be taken
to avoid the marine farms which are established in this vicinity.
There is very little swell and sea in the loch and only NW
winds are considered dangerous. The terrain consists of bare,
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rugged hills, backed by mountains. Streams and waterfalls flow
into the loch along its NW side.

A detached patch, with a depth of 14.8m, lies near the mid-
dle of the loch, and several patches, with depths of less than
10m, lie up to 0.6 mile from the head of the loch.

A pier, which extends from the W side of the loch, and a
quay, 0.4 mile NE, are all that remain of an offshore platform
construction site.

Segier a Chinn (57°22'N., 5°39'W.), an above-water rock,
lies at the outer end of a foul area extending about 1.2 miles
SW of Meall na h-Airde.

The Garra Islands (57°23'N., 5°39'W.), of which Kishorn
Island is the northernmost, lie on foul ground extending W of
the promontory and close to the channel into the loch. A drying
flat and rocks fill the head of Loch Kishorn.

Achintraid (57°23'N., 5°36'W.), a village, is situated at the
S side of a cove. Vessels entering the loch for shelter or anchor-
age should keep at least 275m off the NW shore of the loch.
Anchorage for small vessels can be taken off the E side of
Kishorn Island. Larger vessels anchor clear of the shoals lying
off the head and SE side of the loch.

Inner Sound

3.40 Inner Sound, a deep-water passage, extends NW and
N from the W entrance of Kyle Akin. The sound is bound E by
the mainland, S by the Isle of Skye, and W by a chain of is-
lands lying off the E coast of Skye.

The islands lying NW of Kyle Akin constrict the sound,
which enlarges N and is free of dangers.

Rubha Ardnish (57°15'N., 5°51'W.) is the N end of a nar-
row peninsula projecting from the head of Inner Sound. The
coast in the area is backed by hills intersected by streams. Rock

outcroppings, resembling stone jetties, extend offshore and are
prominent coastal features. Partly drying rocks and reefs lie on
shoals extending as far as 0.8 mile offshore.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 15m, good holding
ground, about 0.2 mile E of Sgeir Dubh (57°16'N., 5°50'W.),
an above-water rock. In N winds, however, a heavy swell
builds off this coast. Temporary anchorage can be obtained 0.4
mile NNE of Sgeir Dubh, in a depth of 24m.

3.41 Broadford Bay (57°15'N., 5°53'W.) (World Port In-
dex No. 32920), open to N winds, indents the shore between
Rubha Ardish and Rubh’ an Eireannaich (57°15'N., 5°54'W.).
Hotels standing on the W and SW shores of the bay and white
hospital building (57°15'N., 5°55'W.) are conspicuous. Drying
reefs extend as far as 0.4 mile offshore. Corry Pier extends off
the W side of the bay. There is a small drying pier near Broad-
ford Village, at the head of the bay.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 10 to 12m, good hold-
ing ground, with Corry Pier bearing 275°, distant 0.3 mile.

Pabay (57°16'N., 5°52'W.) is a limestone island with rocky
walls. It is partly steep and grass-covered with farm buildings
standing on its W side. Reefs encircle the island. Sgeir Ghobh-
lach, a drying rock marked by a lighted beacon, lies 0.5 mile
SSW of Pabay. Caolas Pabay (57°16'N., 5°51'W.), a channel
SE of Pabay, is clear of dangers, but is constricted and should
not be used without local knowledge. The Broadford Hotel,
bearing 236°, leads through Caolas Pabay.

Scalpay (57°18'N., 5°58'W.) is an island which rises steeply
from its S and SW sides. The N and NE sides are rocky and
reef-fringed in places for 0.1 mile. Anchorage can be taken, in
a depth of 11m, sand, sheltered from S winds, in the entrance
of a cove located at the NW end of Scalpay.

Longay (57°19'N., 5°53'W.), an island with steep shores and
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occasional cliffs, is reef-fringed. A deep-water channel, free of
dangers, leads between Scalpay and Longay.

3.42 Gulnare Rock (57°19'N., 5°56'W.), awash, and a
rock with a depth of 1m, lying close SW and marked by a buoy,
are dangers to be avoided if using the channel between Longay
and the N side of Scalpay. Sgeir Dhearg (57°19'N., 5°55'W.), a
reef-fringed islet, and Sgeir Thraid (57°20'N., 5°57'W.), a dry-
ing rock, marked by a lighted beacon, are dangers in the vicini-
ty of Gulnare Rock.

The Crowlin Islands (57°21'N., 5°50'W.) lie W of Rubha na
h-Uamba (57°21'N., 5°47'W.). A drying reef connects these
three islands. Reefs fringe the islands and foul ground, drying
at its outer extremity, extends 0.3 mile N of Eilean Beag
(57°21'N., 5°51'W.), the N island of the group. A light is
shown from a beacon at the W end of Eilean Beag.

Linne Crowlin is the deep channel between the island and
Longay. Caolas Mor, the channel between the islands and the
mainland, has a least depth of 18m and is free of dangers.

Loch Toscaig (57°22'N., 5°49'W.), a narrow inlet open to S
winds, has a least depth of 11m. Bo Du, a drying rock, lies in
the loch entrance. Another rock, with a least depth of 0.4m, lies
250m SW of Bo Du. The peninsula forming the W side of the
loch is fronted on its SW side by above-water rocks. Anchor-
age can be taken, in a depth of 18m, good holding ground,
within Loch Toscaig.

Poll Domhain (57°23'N., 5°49'W.), a foul inlet, indents the
E side of Ardban, a promontory fronted by foul ground and
drying rocks. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 9m, about
100m S of the reef lying in the center of Poll Domhain. Chan-
nels on either side of the reef lead to the anchorage.

Poll Creadha (57°24'N., 5°49'W.), an inlet indenting the E
side of a peninsula, affords anchorage, in a depth of 5.5m, clear
of a reef in the entrance which is marked by a beacon.

Applecross Bay (57°26'N., 5°50'W.), an open bay with a
drying head, affords temporary anchorage, in depths of 9 to
18m, off the E shore. A grove of trees around a church at the
head of the bay is prominent. There are two small drying piers
at the SE side of the bay.

Caol Mor (57°20'N., 6°01'W.), the deep-water strait separat-
ing the NW end of Scalpay from the SE end of Raasay, con-
nects Inner Sound and the Sound of Raasay. The strait is free of
dangers over a navigable width of 0.5 mile. A light is shown
from a tower on Eyre Point (57°20'N., 6°01'W.), the S extremi-
ty of Raasay.

3.43 Raasay (57°25'N., 6°03'W.), an island which is steep-
to along its E side, is mountainous in the S half, with the moun-
tains sloping gradually E and terminating in high cliffs along
the E shore. North Raasay is comparatively low.

Dun Caan (57°23'N., 6°02'W.), 441m high, is a conspicuous
mountain with a truncated peak. A castle, in ruins, stands 6.5
miles N of Eyre Point. Anchorage can be taken between Eyre
Point and Suisnish Point (57°20'N., 6°04'W.), about 0.3 mile
offshore, in depths of 22 to 27m.

Caol Rona (57°31'N., 5°59'W.), the strait separating the is-
lands of Raasay and Rona, leads NW from Inner Sound to the
Sound of Raasay. Three islets lie in the SE entrance of the strait
which has a least depth of 12.8m.

Eilean Tigh (57°31'N., 6°00'W.), a rugged island forming

the SW side of Caol Rona, is steep-to along its NE side. Lights
are shown from three beacons, situated on the E coast of Rona
and from a beacon on a rock close off Rubha Chuil-tairbh, 3.5
miles NNE of Garbh Eilean (57°31'N., 5°58'W.). Garbh Ei-
lean, the largest of the three islets, is connected to Rona by a
drying reef. The preferred channel lies SW of the SW islet. A
light is shown from a beacon which marks the SE end of Garbh
FEilean.

Caution.—A restricted area, the limits of which are best
seen on the chart, surrounds the British Underwater Test and
Evaluation Center (BUTEC) Range in Inner Sound W and SW
of Ru na Lachan (57°28'N., 5°52'W.). Anchoring, fishing,
dredging, dumping, and all underwater activities are prohibited
in the restricted area and in the adjoining cable area. When a
red flag, by day, or a red light at night, is shown at the Range
Control Building, which stands 0.2 mile NNW of Ru na
Lachan, vessels are not permitted to remain in these areas lon-
ger than is necessary for direct passage through them.

Rubha na Guailne (57°27'N., 5°51'W.), at the W entrance
to Applecross Bay, and Rubha na Fearn (57°35'N., 5°50'W.)
represent two points on the E coast of Inner Sound between
which there are no off-lying dangers, anchorages, or harbors.
Ard na Claise Moire (57°30'N., 5°52'W.) is a prominent head-
land along this stretch of coast. Rubha na Fearn is long, low,
and barren.

3.44 Rona (57°33'N., 5°58'W.), an island forming the W
side of the N part of Inner Sound, is bare, rugged, and sparsely
cultivated. A ridge of high hills extending the length of the is-
land falls steeply E to the sea. The E coast is steep-to and free
of dangers up to 0.1 mile from the shore. Several above and be-
low-water rocks lie on shoals extending 1 mile N of the N end
of Rona. Rona Light is shown from a tower standing on the NE
end of Rona. A radio mast stands close N of the light.

Caution.—A submarine range lies E of Rona. The area is
used by submarines at varying depths and speeds.

A number of seabed obstructions lie in the vicinity.

A voluntary reporting system for southbound vessels ap-
proaching Kyle Rhea and the Kyle of Lochalsh and intending
to pass under the Skye Bridge is bounded by the latitude of
Rona Light. See paragraph 3.36 for further information.

3.45 Caolas Scalpay (57°16'N., 5°56'W.) and Loch na
Cairidh (57°18'N., 6°02'W.) form a common strait between
the S and W sides of Scalpay and Skye. The narrows of the
strait are formed S of Scalpay by reefs extending into the chan-
nel from Scalpay and Skye. The reefs constrict the strait to a
width of 0.2 mile and a depth of 0.3m. Except near HW, pas-
sage of the narrows should not be attempted. Caolas Scalpay,
lying SE of the narrows, is easy of access and has moderate
depths with good holding ground.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 9 to 11m, 0.7 mile ESE
of the narrows. With most winds, the squalls in Caolas Scalpay
are very strong and uncertain in direction because of the steep
slopes on both shores. Loch na Cairidh leads NW of the nar-
rows.

3.46 Loch Ainort (57°17'N., 6°03'W.) leads SW of Loch
na Cairidh. Dangerous squalls render Loch Ainort unsafe for
anchoring. Submarine cables, marked by landing beacons, are
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laid across the narrows which separate Caolas Scalpay from
Loch na Cairidh. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 9m, off
Dunan schoolhouse, 0.7 mile WNW of the narrows.

Loch Sligachan (57°19'N., 6°06'W.), indenting the coast of
Skye, opposite the S extremity of Raasay, is encircled by steep
mountains and is subject to violent squalls. Although the loch
entrance is encumbered by rocks and shoals, there is a naviga-
ble channel about 50m wide and 4.1m deep. Local knowledge
is essential. A ferry plies across the mouth of the loch. Sconser
Lodge is a conspicuous building standing close within the S
entrance point of the loch. Sconser Ferry Pier Light is shown
0.3 mile W of Sconser Lodge. Bo Sligachan, a rock with a least
depth of 0.4m, lies on the extremity of foul ground extending
0.5 mile N of the lodge. The W extremity of the lodge in range
215° with the summit of Sgurr Mhairi (57°18'N., 6°08'W.)
leads through the approach channel.

The Sound of Raasay

3.47 The Sound of Raasay leads N from its junction with
Caol Mor and Loch na Cairidh, between Raasay on the E and
Skye on the W. Except for the Narrows of Raasay, the Sound of
Raasay is wide, deep, and clear of dangers in the fairway. The
channel through the narrows can accommodate deep-draft ves-
sels over a navigable width of 0.2 mile.

Rubha na Cloiche (57°20'N., 6°03'W.), the S extremity of
Raasay, and Tor Mor (57°19'N., 6°06'W.), a steep headland,
form the S entrance to the sound. The E, or Raasay side, of the
entrance is fronted by shoals of less than 5.5m extending as far
as 0.3 mile offshore.

Churchton Bay (57°21'N., 6°04'W.), an open bight exposed
to violent squalls in the winter, has depths of 5m. Foul ground
extends about 0.2 mile off its SE side. Ardhuish, a wooded
peninsula, forms the N side of the bay. Anchorage can be taken
during the summer, in a depth of 10m, clay and sand, about 0.3
mile S of the head of the bay.

Jackal Rock (57°20'N., 6°05'W.), with a depth of 2.9 and
marked by a buoy, lies on the W edge of the coastal shoal at the
SE side of the bay.

Narrows of Raasay (57°21'N., 6°06'W.) is about 0.5 mile
wide between Ardhuish, on the E side, and the An Aird Penin-
sula on the W side. The least depth in the fairway is 9.3m.

Eilean Aird nan Gobhar (57°21'N., 6°05'W.), an islet, lies
on a drying reef extending over 0.3 mile S of the NE peninsula.
Drying reefs and rocks lie W and E, respectively, of the islet.

Penfold Rock (57°21'N., 6°06'W.), marked by a buoy, with a
depth of 2.9m, lies in the middle of the narrows. Drying rocks
and reefs extend almost 0.3 mile into the narrows from the SW
peninsula. Eilean Aird nan Gobhar, aligned 358° with Sgeir
Chnapach (57°22'N., 6°05'W.), leads close E of the drying
rocks and shoals in a least depth of 12.8m.

3.48 Balmeanach Bay (57°20'N., 6°06'W.), between Tor
Mor and the peninsula at the SW side of the narrows, is fronted
by shoals of 5.5m extending as far as 0.2 mile offshore. An-
chorage, open to SE winds, can be taken, in depths of 14 to
18m, in the bay. Temporary anchorage can also be taken, in a
depth of 7.8m, sand, sheltered from W winds, in Tianavaig Bay
(57°22'N., 6°08'W.). A submarine cable, marked by beacons,
crosses the Sound of Raasay from the N side of Balmeanach

Bay.

McMillan’s Rock (57°21'N., 6°06'W.), with a least depth of
0.4m, is marked by a lighted buoy.

Sgeir Dhubh (57°21'N., 6°07'W.), a conspicuous above-wa-
ter rock, lies 0.2 mile SW of McMillan’s Rock. There is a con-
spicuous schoolhouse at Upper Ollach (57°21'N., 6°07'W.), W
of Sgeir Dhubh. The SW extremity of Eilean Aird nan Gobhar,
aligned 123° with Suisnish Cottage (57°20'N., 6°04'W.), leads
close NE of McMillan’s Rock and a 4.1m shoal lying 0.3 mile
E of the rock. The schoolhouse, bearing 282°, and just open N
of An Aird, leads N of Penfold Rock.

Oskaig Point (57°22'N., 6°05'W.) is a salient headland from
which a ridge, with depths of less than 10m, extends NNW.
Drying rocks and reefs lie on the ridge.

Tianavaig Bay (57°22'N., 6°08'W.) indents the W shore of
the sound opposite Oskaig Point. The coast is moderately steep
S of the bay. The coast N forms the base of Ben Tianavaig
(57°23'N., 6°09'W.), a prominent mountain with unusual pin-
nacles and overhanging brows. Deep caves perforate the lower
part of the mountain.

3.49 Portree Harbor (57°25'N., 6°09'W.) on the E coast
of Skye, is entered between Udairn (57°24'N., 6°08'W.) and
Rubha na h-Airde Glaise (57°26'N., 6°09'W.). The harbor be-
comes constricted opposite steep-to Vriskaig Point (57°24'N.,
6°11'W.). An arm of the harbor, Loch Portree, leads SW and is
a drying flat. A prominent radio mast stands on high ground
2.5 miles WSW of Vriskaig Point. The main harbor is sheltered
from all, except W winds. Mountains and dark cliffs back the
sides of the harbor. Low terrain forms the head of Portree Har-
bor.

Portree (57°25'N., 6°12'W.), the town, is situated at the head
of the harbor and on Meall na h-Acairseid, a wooded peninsu-
la. Portree, the capital of the Isle of Skye, is a popular tourist
center.

Depths—Limitations.—A pier on the NE side of the penin-
sula has a depth of 3.2m alongside over a length of 45m. A ves-
sel having a length of up to 75m and a beam of 11m, with a
maximum draft of 2.4m, can be accommodated.

Aspect.—A tower and two tanks are conspicuous on the
peninsula.

Regulations.—Unscheduled vessels carrying dangerous car-
go must give 24 hours notice of their ETA. This notification
should be made by facsimile.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Mallaig Har-
bor—Contact Information.

Portree Harbor—Contact Information
Port
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
Telephone | 44-1478-612-926
Facsimile 44-1478-612-926
E-mail harbours @highland.gov.uk
Web site http://www.highland.gov.uk

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, subject to a N swell,
in a depth of 25m, about 0.8 mile ENE of the pier head.
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Rubha Reidh Light

Loch Arnish (57°28'N., 6°02'W.) is entered between Man-
ish Point (57°28'N., 6°03'W.) a long low, rocky point, and Ard
an Torrain (57°02'N., 6°02'W.), a headland. An islet and rocks,
awash, lie on rocky shoals extending about 0.5 mile SW of
Manish Point. The loch is deep with a rocky bottom unsuitable
for anchorage.

Eilean Fladday (57°29'N., 6°02'W.), a flat-topped island, is
connected to Raasay by a drying reef. Islets lie on foul ground
encircling the island as far as 0.3 mile offshore. Anchorage can
be taken in the inlet SE of Fladday, in depths of 5 to 18m. A

channel, about 100m wide and 5.5m deep, leads from close N
of Ard an Torrain to the anchorage although, vessels should not
enter without local knowledge.

Acairseid Mhor (57°32'N., 5°59'W.), a cove, is entered S of
Eilean Garbh through a channel with a least depth of 3.7m.
Vessels without local knowledge are cautioned not to enter the
cove, except in an emergency. Anchorage is suitable, in a depth
of 6.4m, in the cove entrance and about 0.1 mile ENE of a dry-
ing rock.

Kilmaluag Bay
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3.50 Loch a Bhraige (57°35'N., 5°58'W.), entered close
SW of the N end of Rona, is fringed by rocks including Sgeir
Shuas, a double-headed rock, marked by a light. There is a
small pier situated on the E side of the loch, 0.1 mile WSW of
Rona Light. A jetty lies close SSW of the pier. Lights are
shown from the jetty. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of
18m, about 0.1 mile off the SW shore, with Rona Light bearing
070°.

The Storr (57°30'N., 6°11'W.), a mountain within the coast
forming the W side of the Sound of Raasay, is a conspicuous
feature, with cliffs and columns forming its summit. A water-
fall, about 1.2 miles SE of The Storr, is a prominent mark. The
coast N consists of low cliffs changing to steep hillsides slop-
ing to the sound.

Rubha nam Braithairean (57°35'N., 6°08'W.), a peninsula
terminating in a pinnacle topped by a dome, is conspicuous
when approaching the Sound of Raasay from the N and NW.
Foul ground and drying rocks lie as far as 1 mile NW of the
point.

The Sound of Raasay and Inner Sound—North
Approach

3.51 Rubha na h-Aiseig (57°42'N., 6°18'W.), the low flat
NE extremity of Skye, is located about 9 miles NNW of Rubha
nam Braithairean. A high hill backs the low point; Meall nan
Suireamach (57°37'N., 6°19'W.), a mountain rising 4 miles S
of the point, has a conspicuous crater on its SE side. Dangers
along this stretch of coast are contained within the 50m curve,
lying less than 1 mile offshore.

Staffin Bay (57°39'N., 6°13'W.), partially protected from E
winds by Staffin Island, is encumbered by foul ground between
the island and shore. A considerable N swell sets into the open
bay. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 9 to 13m, mud, about
0.2 mile offshore and the same distance W of the island. It was
reported that a ship anchored with the N point of Staffin Island
bearing 126°, distant 0.5 mile, in a depth of 16m, sand and small
stones. This anchorage is sheltered from winds between S and
NW. However, gusts of strong W winds may be encountered.

3.52 Kilmaluag Bay (57°41'N., 6°18'W.) affords shelter to
small vessels during W winds. The bay is fringed by reefs ex-
tending 0.3 mile offshore. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of
5 to 9m, sand, close offshore and clear of the reef.

Loch Torridon (57°36'N., 5°46'W.), entered between Rubha
na Fearn (57°35'N., 5°49'W.), and Red Point (57°38'N.,
5°49'W.), leads SE for 5 miles where projecting peninsulas
form narrows leading to Loch Shieldaig.

Upper Loch Torridon (57°33'N., 5°36'W.) is the E continu-
ation of Loch Torridon. Loch Torridon is deep and clear of dan-
gers in the fairway which has a least depth of 20.1m. The
shores of the upper loch are steep-to and the loch has little
commercial importance. The NE shore of Loch Torridon from
Red Point is barren and bleak.

Sgeir na Trian (57°37'N., 5°48'W.), an above-water rock, lies
on a shoal in the entrance. Hinds Shoal, with a least depth of
16.4m, lies 4 miles E of Red Point. Anchorage, suitable for small
craft, can be taken, in a depth of 31m, mud, about 0.2 mile SSW
of the NW entrance point of Loch a Chracaich (57°33'N.,

5°45'W.), a bay considered the best anchorage in Loch Torridon.

Loch Shieldaig (57°32'N., 5°41'W.), deep and free of dan-
gers as far as Shieldaig Island (57°31'N., 5°39'W.), has a con-
spicuous monument and mountain standing E and SE of the
island. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 9m, mud, 0.1
mile N of Shieldaig Island.

Restricted anchorage can be taken in Loch Shieldaig, S of
Shieldaig Island, in a depth of 24m, with the inn, 0.2 mile SE
of the S extremity of the island, bearing 070°; however, the bot-
tom is soft mud.

Upper Loch Torridon, deep and free of dangers, is entered
through a narrows wherein the least depth is 11m over a width of
225m in the fairway. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 24m,
about 0.5 mile ENE of Sron an Dubh-airde (57°32'N., 5°34'W.).

3.53 Loch Gairloch (57°43'N., 5°45'W.) is entered be-
tween Sron na Carra (57°42'N., 5°47'W.), a small promontory,
and Rubha Ban (57°45'N., 5°48'W.), a bold rocky point. The
outer loch is clear of dangers, but the inner loch is constricted
and foul inshore. Conspicuous churches and a hotel stand at the
head of the loch. A conspicuous radio mast stands 2.2 miles
NNE of Rubha Ban. Longa Island (57°44'N., 5°48'W.), lying
on the N side of the entrance, is separated from the mainland
by Caolas Beag, a strait filled with shoals.

Anchorage, by small vessels, can be taken, in depths up to
5.5m, N of Longa Island during S gales and about 0.5 mile
ESE of the island during NW gales.

Eilean Horrisdale (57°42'N., 5°43'W.), lying off the S side of
the loch, is encircled by foul ground extending N almost to Glas
Eilean (57°43'N., 5°42'W.), an islet from which a light is shown.
A conspicuous islet lies about 0.8 mile SSE of Glas Eilean.

3.54 Gairloch (57°43'N., 5°41'W.) a village, is situated at
the head of Flowerdale Bay (57°42'N., 5°41'W.), which is shal-
low and constricted.

Depths—Limitations.—A pier extends 120m SSE from the
shore 0.2 mile E of Seana Chreag, the W entrance point of the
bay. The pier, 50m long, has a least depth of 10m alongside its
outer arm. The head of the pier is lighted.

Regulations.—Vessels exceeding 30m in length and vessels
carrying dangerous cargo should give the harbormaster at least
24 hours notice of ETA. smaller vessels should send their ETA
at least 1 hour in advance.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Gairloch—
Contact Information.

Gairloch—Contact Information
Port

VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-1445-712-140

44-7919-690-929
Facsimile 44-1445-712-140
E-mail harbours @highland.gov.uk
Web site http://www.highland.gov.uk

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken between Eilean Hor-
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risdale and Flowerdale Bay, in a depth of 36m, good holding
ground. The various bays and inlets of the loch afford restricted
anchorage with local knowledge.

Caution.—The 20m curve, less than 0.3 mile off the shores
of the outer part of Loch Gairloch, should be approached with
caution because of the proximity of much lesser depths.

3.55 The coast N of Rubha Ban is bold and rocky and free
of dangers W of the 20m curve, about 1 mile offshore.

The approach waters between the NE extremity of Skye and
Rubha Reidh (57°52'N., 5°49'W.) are clear and deep.

A light is shown from a tower on Rubha Reidh. A conspicu-
ous radio mast stands about 1 mile SE of the light.
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SECTOR 4 — CHART INFORMATION

Additional chart coverage may be found in NGA/DLIS Catalog of Maps, Charts, and Related Products (Unlimited Distribution).
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SECTOR 4

WEST COAST—THE SEA OF THE HEBRIDES TO LITTLE MINCH

Plan.—This sector describes the Passage of Tiree, the SW
coast of Skye, and The Small Isles. The E coast of The Outer
Hebrides from Berneray to the Sound of Harris is also de-
scribed. The descriptive sequence is from S to N.

General Remarks

4.1 The Sea of the Hebrides, extending 85 miles NNE from
the S extremity of the Outer Hebrides, separates the S part of the
Outer Hebrides from the islands forming the Inner Hebrides.
Depths are ample for deep-draft vessels. The islands of the Heb-
rides are rocky, bleak, low and indented by numerous bights.
The climate is moist, but the soil is mostly non-arable and many
of the islands are uninhabited. The few small harbors have only
minor facilities. Local knowledge is required to enter the harbors
or anchor in any of the coves or inlets, many of which are sub-
jected to violent squalls and heavy swells. Rocky shoals fringing
the Hebrides are contained within the 50m curve. Variable
depths exist on detached banks and rocky extensions of shoals
lying in the approaches to the islands.

Winds—Weather.—The islands of the Hebrides serve as a
buffer against stormy NW weather buffeting the mainland of
Scotland. Northwest gales raise long, heavy swells and cause
breakers over off-lying rocks and shoals.

Tides—Currents.—Tide and tidal current information is
shown and tabulated on charts of the area covered in this sec-
tor.

Off-lying Banks and Dangers

4.2  Skerryvore (56°19'N., 7°07'W.), one of a group of
above and below-water rocks, is marked by a tower from which
a light is shown. The tower, which is the tallest in the United

| Kingdom, is equipped with a racon and AIS.

MacKenzie’s Rock (56°17'N., 7°10'W.), drying to 2.2m and
marked by heavy breakers, is the outermost rock of the Skerry-
vore group. Numerous shoal patches with depths of less than
9m lie as far as 6 miles W and SW of Skerryvore.

Deep-draft vessels should exercise caution near Skerryvore.

Skerryvore Light

Boinshly Rock (56°22'N., 7°02'W.), almost awash, lies in an

area containing several rocky shoals of less than 9m. Long,
heavy swells always prevail in the area, with breakers forming
between Skerryvore and Tiree during NW gales. Banks, with
detached patches of 16.8m or more, lie between 16 miles S and
11 miles SSW of Skerryvore. There are numerous shoal patch-
es lying between Iona and the fairway leading through Passage
of Tiree.

Stanton Banks (56°12'N., 7°53'W.), lying between 28 and
40 miles WSW of Tiree, has a least depth of 30m.

Hawes Bank (56°47'N., 6°41'W.) has a charted depth of
19.6m but there may be lesser depths. The sea breaks heavily
over this bank in stormy weather.

The Passage of Tiree

4.3 The Passage of Tiree (56°33'N., 6°30'W.) is a naviga-
ble passage leading between Tiree and Coll on the W side and
Mull on the E side. The passage, with a least width of 5.5
miles, has a least depth of 27.4m in the fairway. Depths are
very irregular. Rocks and reefs fronting the islands, as far as
1.5 miles offshore, are contained within the 50m curve except
in the area off the SE end of Tiree. The passage leads to the
Sound of Mull and the Sound of Sleat, also E or W of Skye and
the Small Isles.

Tidal currents begin earlier and attain greater velocities be-
tween and off the islands NE of Coll. These currents begin pro-
gressively later moving NE along the coasts of Tiree and Coll.
A weak tidal current sets NNE and SSW in the vicinity of
Hawes Bank.

Caution.—Submarines conduct exercises in the approaches
and entrance to the Passage of Tiree and the Sea of the Hebri-
des.

Local magnetic disturbances have been reported in the vicin-
ity of the islands.

Without local knowledge, the area around the islands should
be avoided.

A submarine power cable crosses the N end of the Passage of
Tiree, from Sorisdale (56°41'N., 6°27'W.), at the NE end of
Coll, SE to Mull.

Dangerous overfalls occur over the bank SW of Dubh Sgeir
(56°30'N., 7°09'W.) and over the entire shoal area lying be-
tween Mackenzie’s Rock (56°17.4'N., 7°10.3'W.) and Boinshly
Rock (56°22'N., 7°02'W.). Shallower depths than charted exist
in these areas.

Tiree and Coll

4.4 Tiree (56°30'N., 6°54'W.) and Coll (56°38'N.,
6°33'W.) are contiguous islands lying on a subterranean pla-
teau which extends SW to include Skerryvore and adjacent
rocky shoals. Tiree and Coll maintain communication with the
mainland. Tiree, a low island with a plain near its center and a
high promontory at its S end, is indented by bays fronted by
rocky shoals.
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Hynish Bay (56°28'N., 6°51'W.), indenting the coast adja-
cent to the S promontory, is fronted by above and below-water
rocks and shoals. A prominent square water tank stands near
the head of the bay; a stone pier used by small craft extends off
the W shore.

Scarinish (56°30'N., 6°48'W.), a small inlet, leads to a dry-
ing pier which is available to vessels with a draft of 1.5m at
HW. A heavy swell setting through the inlet entrance frequent-
ly prevents departure of vessels. Scarinish Light is shown from
a point 0.5 mile SW of the entrance to Gott Bay. A tower
stands close SW of the light.

4.5 Gott Bay (56°31'N., 6°48'W.), encumbered with
rocks and reefs, has a T-head concrete pier close within its SW
entrance point. A conspicuous chimney stands on the W side of
the bay. The outer face of the pier has a length of 76m, with a
depth of 4m alongside. It is reported(2011) that this pier is
closed to all traffic. A drying rock marked by a beacon, lies
close to the E head of the pier. Range lights, in line bearing
286°30', are shown from the pier heads and lead alongside. The
ferry from Oban, Glasgow, and the Hebrides calls at the pier.
Anchorage can be taken, with local knowledge, in a depth of
5m, sand, in the SW part of Gott Bay.

For contact information, see the table titled Gott Bay—Con-
tact Information.

| Gott Bay—Contact Information
| Port
| VHF VHEF channel 2
| Telephone | 44-1879-220-337
| Facsimile 44-1879-220-880
. http://www.cmassets.co.uk/location/
I Web site tiree-gott-bay

Rubha Chraiginis (56°30'N., 6°59'W.) is the W extremity
of Tiree. Breaking seas are visible on banks and shoals lying as
far as 7.5 miles W of the point.

Dubh Sgeir (56°32'N., 7°03'W.), a drying rock, and the
Hough Skerries (56°31'N., 7°01'W.), above and below-water
reefs, are among the dangers lying off the NW point of Tiree. A
radio tower is prominent on a hill about 1 mile E of Rubha
Chraiginis.

Gunna Sound (56°33'N., 6°42'W.), separating Tiree from
the S side of Coll and encumbered with rocks and shoals,
should be avoided without local knowledge.

Placaid Bogha (56°33'N., 6°44'W.), a sunken rock, is
marked close S by a lighted buoy.

Roan Bogha (56°32'N., 6°40'W.), rocks awash, lie 2 miles E
of Rubha Dubh, the NE extremity of Tiree. Seas may break on
the rocks during stormy weather. A lighted buoy marks the S
side of the rocks.

Coll (56°38'N., 6°33'W.) is a sparsely-populated island con-
sisting of moorland which appears bleak and barren from the
offing. Ben Hogh (56°38'N., 6°34'W.), an eminence, rises near
the center of the island. The weather side (NW) of Coll affords
little shelter. Crossapol Bay (56°34'N., 6°40'W.), indenting the
S side of Coll, is foul.

4.6 Loch Eatharna (56°37'N., 6°31'W.), an inlet, has its
entrance divided by a small island. The W entrance is the pre-
ferred. Bogha Mor (56°36'N., 6°31'W.), a drying rock lying in
the entrance, is marked close SW by a lighted buoy. A pier,
180m long, extends off the W side of the loch from close with-
in the entrance. A light is shown from the head of the pier.
There are berths on either side of the pier, 24m long, with
alongside depths of 4m. A ro-ro facility is available at the S
berth.

Arinagour (56°37'N., 6°31'W.), a village on the W side of
the loch, has a ferry pier with a depth of 2.7m alongside at HW.

For contact information, see the table titled Arinagour—
Contact Information.

Arinagour—Contact Information
Port

VHF VHF channels 16 and 31
Telephone | 44-1879-230-347
Facsimile 44-1879-230-447

Cairns of Coll (56°42'N., 6°26'W.), two drying rocks often
marked by breakers, lie at the outer end of a group of islets and
rocks lying off the NE end of Coll. Suil Ghorm, a rock, lies 1
mile NE of Coll. Cairns of Coll Light is shown from this rock.

A channel, deep and free of dangers, leads between Cairns of
Coll and Suil Ghorm. Local knowledge is required due to
strong tidal currents. A depth of 18.5m was reported to lie 5
miles WNW of Cairns of Coll Light.

The Isle of Skye—Southwest Coast

4.7 Skye (57°20'N., 6°15'W.), a large island, has a SW
coast extending NW for 35 miles from Point of Sleat
(57°01'N., 6°01'W.). This coast is rugged and indented by sev-
eral lochs. Violent N wind squalls sweep down from the moun-
tains backing the coast. The coastal waters are comparatively
free of dangers with rocky shoals lying less than 0.5 mile off-
shore with the exception of An Dubh Sgeir (57°20'N.,
6°40'W.).

Strathaird (57°08'N., 6°06'W.), a large promontory, divides
two bays. Rubha na h-Easgainne (57°08'N., 6°05'W.) is the S
point of the promontory.

Loch Eishort (57°09'N., 5°59'W.), deep and open to the W,
is foul in its inner part and should be entered only with local
knowledge. Sheltered anchorage can be taken, in depths up to
11m, in the loch.

Loch Slapin (57°11'N., 6°01'W.) is entered W of Rubha Su-
isnish (57°10'N., 6°00'W.). The loch, opening N, is deep and
clear of dangers in the fairway as far as 2 miles from its head
wherein the inlet becomes shoal and foul. Anchorage can be
taken, in depths up to 5.5m, mud, in the inner part of the loch.

Tarskavaig Bay (57°06'N., 6°00'W.), opposite and E of the
point of Strathaird, has depths of 3.7 to 7.3m, but is foul
throughout.

4.8 Loch Scavaig (57°10'N., 6°09'W.), indenting the
coast W of Strathaird, is entered E of Rubha Gheodha Buidhe
(57°11'N., 6°10'W.). Sgurr na Stri (57°12'N., 6°08'W.), a bare,
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dark mountain peak with a sharp cone, identifies the loch ap-
proaching from S. The sides of the loch are formed by steep
mountain sides. Bogha Carrach (57°09'N., 6°08'W.), with a
depth of 3.2m, lies in the S approach fairway to the loch.
Above and below-water rocks and islets encumber the loch.
Severe wind squalls off the mountains, or heavy swells rolling
in with S winds, may cause dangerous conditions in the loch.

Rubh’ an Dunain (57°10'N., 6°19'W.) is the outer extremity
of a promontory on the NW side of the approach to Loch Scav-
aig. From the offing the promontory appears low and flat, with
a twin-peaked hill at the point.

Soay (57°09'N., 6°14'W.), an island lying in the SW ap-
proach to Loch Scavaig, has a low narrow isthmus connecting
the NE and SW ends of the island. Camas nan Gall (57°09'N.,
6°13'W.), an inlet on the S side of the isthmus, is open to S
gales and seas.

Soay Harbor (57°09'N., 6°01'W.), a constricted creek on the
N side of the isthmus, is fronted by a drying bar. Temporary an-
chorage, sheltered from S winds, can be taken off the harbor.
Anchorage is available, clear of drying rocks, in Camas nan
Gall. The preferred anchorage is in a depth of 27m off the SW
entrance point of the inlet.

Soay Sound (57°10'N., 6°15'W.), the channel N of Soay, has
a least depth of 16.5m and is free of dangers in the fairway.
Tidal currents setting N along the W side of Straithaird prom-
ontory divide at Soay Island. Part of the current sets W in
strength through Soay Sound meeting the current setting along
the coast from Loch Scavaig and causing a confused, choppy
sea in the entrance of the sound.

4.9 Loch Brittle (57°11'N., 6°19'W.) and Loch Eynort
(57°14'N., 6°23'W.) are adjacent lochs indenting the coast NW
of Rubh’ an Dunain. Most of Loch Brittle has a least depth of
15m and it extends free of dangers to drying flats at the head.
South winds raise a considerable swell making the loch unsafe.
High cliffs, cut by a chasm, form the NW side of the loch.
Loch Eynort is open to W gales which raise a heavy sea.
Squalls are frequent in the loch. An Dubh Sgeir (57°13'N,,
6°24'W.), a bare rock, lies off the entrance. Depths decrease
from 18m in the entrance to the drying flat at the head. Shel-
tered anchorage can be taken, in depths of 3.7 to 5.5m, within
the bend of the loch. Vessels can anchor, in depths up to 11m,
mud, at the bend.

Talisker Bay (57°17'N., 6°28'W.) is a small bight indenting
a coast consisting of steep cliffs backed by conspicuous moun-
tains. Caves in the cliffs and waterfalls are prominent land-
marks. The bay is open to SW winds and has poor holding
ground. A prominent rock rises about 1 mile NW of Rubha
Cruinn (57°17'N., 6°29'W.), the steep N entrance point of the
bay, over which flows a considerable waterfall. The coast N of
the point consists of broken ragged cliffs.

4.10 Loch Bracadale (57°20'N., 6°32'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha nan Clach (57°19'N., 6°29'W.) and Idrigill Point
(57°20'N., 6°34'W.). The former is a high, sheer cliff with a
waterfall flowing down its N face; the latter point consists of
high craggy steep cliffs. Within a deep-water entrance, the loch
divides into three arms fronted by several islands. Local vessels
maintain a shipping service between some of the villages, the
mainland via Mallaig, and the Hebrides. The loch is open to the
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S part of entrance to Loch Bracadale

Entrance to Loch Bracadale

4.11 Wlay (57°20'N., 6°30'W.), a conspicuous island lying
within the loch entrance, is ringed with coastal cliffs and
fringed by drying reefs.

Oronsay (57°20'N., 6°28'W.), an island joined by a drying
reef to Ullinish Point, close NE, forms the NW side of the en-
trance to Loch Harport. The SW end of Oronsay is a vertical
cliff, fronted by a low point on which rises The Castle, a prom-
inent rock column resembling castle turrets. Drying rocks and
reefs, lying close S and SE of The Castle, are marked by break-
ers.

Loch Harport (57°20'N., 6°24'W.), entered between Ul-
linish Point and Ardtreck Point (57°20'N., 6°26'W.), has a least
depth of 9m in the fairway as far as 2.5 miles from the head of
the loch, which dries. The loch channel is free of dangers. The
sides of the loch are steep-to and fringed by reefs. Ardtreck
Point is low, steep-to, and reef-fringed. A light is shown from a
tower on Ardreck Point. A parsonage standing 1.5 miles NE of
Ullinish Point is a useful mark for vessels entering the loch.
Anchorage can be taken in suitable depths, good holding
ground, in the loch channel. Anchorage may also be taken, in
depths of 13 to 16m, off the pier at Carbost (57°18'N.,
6°21'W.).

Port nan Long (57°20'N., 6°25'W.), a small bight close E of
Ardtreck Point, has a drying head. A concrete pier about 23m
long can accommodate a vessel 60m in length with a maximum
draft of 4.6m. Sheltered anchorage can be taken between Ar-
dtreck Point and a point about 0.5 mile ESE. Small vessels can
obtain anchorage farther in, close inshore off a ruined slip on
the E side of the bay, in a depth of 7m.

Tarner Island (57°22'N., 6°30'W.), rocky with cliffs, is reef-
fringed with a chain of drying rocks extending NNE from the
N end of the island. A 5.5m deep channel leads between the is-
land and rocks. Anchorage, open to S winds, can be taken, in a
depth of 11m, clay, about 150m off the NE side of the island.

4.12 Loch Caroy (57°22'N., 6°31'W.), and Loch Vatten
(57°23'N., 6°33'W.), both leading N from the entrance of Loch
Bracadale, are separated by Harlosh Island (57°22'N.,
6°32'W.). Although both lochs are deep, they provide very lit-
tle shelter.

Rubha Ruadh (57°22'N., 6°40'W.), a promontory backing
the shore, is the end of a stretch of coast consisting of remark-
able, high cliffs broken into unusual formations. Above and be-
low-water rocks extending 1.5 miles S of Rubha Ruadh,
terminate at An Dubh Sgeir, a black rock steep-to on its S side.
The coast NW of Rubha Ruadh consists of high, steep cliffs
pierced by many caves. Tidal currents are strong in this area.

Hoe Point (57°23'N., 6°43'W.), a steep rocky headland, ex-
tends NW from Lorgill Bay to Hoe Rape (57°23'N., 6°44'W.).
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The Hoe has a black vertical cliffy face intersected with red
streaks.

Moonen Bay (57°24'N., 6°45'W.) is an open bight between
Hoe Rape and Neist Point (57°25'N., 6°47'W.). Waterstein
Head (57°25'N., 6°46'W.), a precipitous headland E of the
point, is an excellent landmark. Temporary anchorage can be
taken, in depths of 15 to 20m, in the NW part of Moonen Bay.

Caution.—Tidal currents around Neist Point are rather
strong and complicated by the currents setting NE and SW
through Little Minch, which raise a choppy confused sea.

The Small Isles

4.13 The Small Isles (57°00'N., 6°20'W.) are sparsely pop-
ulated and lie between Point of Ardnamurchan and the SW
coast of Skye. Shipping is carried on between Mallaig and the
three largest isles of the group. Tidal currents in the vicinity of
the area are shown on the charts.

Muck (56°50'N., 6°15'W.), the S isle, has terrain rising to
over 135m in the W part where there are several cliffs. There is
good spring water and arable land in the interior. Muck has a
rocky coast, no harbors, and affords little shelter. Above and
below-water rocks and reefs fringe the coast and there are de-
tached, partly drying rocks and reefs lying offshore, some of
which are uncharted as evidenced by breaking seas. Mariners
without local knowledge are advised to give the area a wide
berth.

Eigg (56°54'N., 6°10'W.), the E isle of the group, has a high
and rocky coast indented by small bays and inlets. A conspicu-
ous hill, the upper part a steep cliff, rises near the S end of
Eigg. Although the N end of the isle is low, cliffs rise to promi-
nent heights about 0.3 mile inland and nearly encircle the isle.

Eilean Chathastail (Eilean Castle) (56°52'N., 6°07'W.) is
an islet lying close off the SE side of Eigg. A light is shown
from a beacon standing on the E end of the islet. Rubha na
Crannaig (56°53'N., 6°07'W.) is the low E end of Eigg. The
coast N of the point is free of offshore dangers, but the N and
W shores of the isle are reef-fringed, as is the S shore where a
bare rock lies 0.4 mile offshore. Tidal currents in the channel S
of the rock set NW and N along the E coast of Rhum.

Bay of Laig (56°55'N., 6°10'W.), open, and indenting the
NW coast of Eigg, is reef-fringed. Most of the inhabitants of
the isle live near the bay.

4.14 Maxwell Bank (56°51'N., 6°06'W.), a rocky bank
with a least depth of 12.5m, on which the sea breaks in heavy
weather, and Oberon Bank (56°52'N., 6°02'W.), with depths of
15.5 to 20.1m, about 3 miles E of Eilean Chathastail, are to be
avoided enroute to the Sound of Sleat.

Anchorage can be taken, sheltered from W gales, about 0.3
mile offshore and N of Rubha na Crannaig and also in depths
up to 14.6m about 0.3 mile S of the point, near Flod Sgeir, a
drying rock. Anchorage is available in the bay between the W
side of Filean Chathastail and Eigg. A course of 021°, tangent
to the W side of the N entrance, leads to the anchorage, in
depths of 5.5 to 12.8m, sand.

Caution.—Depths increase suddenly to 55m at a distance of
0.3 mile from Flod Sgeir.

4.15 Rum (Rhum) (57°00'N., 6°20'W.), the largest isle, is

very mountainous. Several of the highest mountain peaks are
seldom seen, as they are enshrouded constantly in mist and
clouds. Rum is a Scottish Nature Reserve and has a very sparse
population. The coasts of the island are generally steep-to and
generally free of dangers beyond 0.3 mile offshore. Lesser
depths than charted were reported along the S0m curve be-
tween the S tip of Rum and a point 1.8 miles NW. Reefs, rocks,
and shoals fringe this coast.

Loch Scresort (57°01'N., 6°15'W.), the only sizable bight
indenting the coast of Rum, affords anchorage, in a depth of
6.4m, about 0.5 mile from the drying pier, with Kinloch House
(57°01'N., 6°17'W.) bearing 270°. Small craft can anchor, in a
depth of 3.7m, mud, with the pier bearing 250°, about 0.2 mile
distant. Although the shores of the loch are reef-fringed, the
loch proper is clear of dangers. Vessels enter the loch with Kin-
loch House bearing 270°.

4.16 Canna (57°04'N., 6°32'W.), the NW isle of the group,
is grass-covered and hilly, with elevated extremities and a de-
pressed middle.

Sanday (57°03'N., 6°30'W.) is an isle connected SE to Can-
na by a drying reef. A high steep-to cliff forms the E end of
Sanday. Isolated high rocks of remarkable appearance rise
close E of the cliff. Canna Light is shown from a tower at the E
end of Sanday.

The S side of Canna is indented by a broad bay divided by a
reef into two parts. Tarbert Bay (57°03'N., 6°33'W.) is the W
part; Boat Harbor (57°03'N., 6°01'W.), the E part, is encum-
bered with rocks. An islet lying at the SE side of the harbor,
aligned 040° with Compass Hill (57°04'N., 6°29'W.), leads to
an anchorage, in a depth of 3.7m, sand, N of the islet. The hill
is the center of strong magnetic disturbances.

Tarbert Bay affords anchorage, in a depth of 16.5m, but is
not recommended.

4.17 Canna Harbor (57°03'N., 6°29'W.) is entered S of a
point at the SE extremity of Canna which is a black steep-to cliff.
A drying rock lies 0.1 mile NW of the point and another drying
rock lies in the entrance fairway about 0.5 mile NW of Canna
Light. The preferred entrance, N of the latter rock, leads in a depth
of 3.7m to a very small harbor of similar depth. Anchorage, shel-
tered from SW gales, can be taken, in a depth of 3.7m, mud, close
NW of arock lying 0.1 mile WNW of the entrance point.

Garrisdale Point (57°03'N., 6°37'W.), the W end of Canna,
is fringed by reefs which extend along the N coast of the isle.
An Steidh, an islet, lies SE of the point and sunken rocks lie 0.2
mile apart and 1.5 miles S of the point.

Humla (57°01'N., 6°37'W.), a bare rock, is marked on its
SW side by a lighted buoy fitted with AIS. Rocks, awash, lie
0.1 mile NNE and 0.2 mile WSW of Humla Rock. It should be
noted that Sanday Light is obscured over this rock. Tide rips
and eddies occur in strength over the rocks and banks lying SW
of Canna._

Mill Rocks (56°57'N., 6°44'W.) are two detached heads with
a least depth of 1.8m. Breaking seas occur over the rocks and
the irregular bank lying SW during stormy weather. Although
the least known depth on the bank lying SW of Mill Rocks is
19.3m, vessels should not approach the vicinity of Mill Rocks,
particularly when the visibility is poor, in depths of less than
55m. The N extremity of Eigg, bearing 085°, open S of the S
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end of Rum, leads 1.5 miles S of Mill Rocks. Due to breakers,
passage between Mill Rocks and Oigh Sgeir is not recom-
mended.

QOigh Sgeir (56°58'N., 6°41'W.), an isolated group of islets,
lies 5 miles SSW of Garrisdale Point. The SW islets are low-ly-
ing and the E islets are steep-to. Hyskeir Light is shown from a
tower located 0.4 mile SW of the group of islets. A racon and

| AIS are located at the light.

East Coast of the Outer Hebrides—Berneray to
the Sound of Harris

4.18 The Outer Hebrides (57°46'N., 6°58'W.), a group of
islands, islets and rocks, are separated from the mainland of
North Scotland by the Sea of the Hebrides and The Minch. The
Sound of Harris, the Sound of Barra, and several of the chan-
nels between the S group of islands are the only navigable pas-
sages through them.

Depths in the Sea of the Hebrides are ample for most ocean-
going vessels and the channel through this seaway is clear of
dangers.

Caution.—A submarine ridge, with a depth of 90m, extends
SSW for about 15 miles from Barra Head (56°47'N., 7°38'W.).

4.19 Sgriobh Bhan (White Strip) (56°38'N., 7°41'W.),
rocky fishing grounds with a least depth of 30m, lies on the
ridge about 8.5 miles SSW from Barra Head. The depths in this
vicinity are irregular, and a number of isolated patches, with
depths between 22 and 36m lie between the 30m and 100m
curves, SW and NW of Barra Head.

Caution.—Many depths, significantly less than those chart-
ed, are reported to exist up to 15 miles SW to W from Barra
Head Light and up to 10 miles NW from the NW extremity of
Barra. The depths lie E of the E limit of the Route for Deep
Draft Ships.

Along the E side of the Outer Hebrides, the tidal currents of
the S islands change direction about 4 hours before those off
Lewis, the N island of the group. West currents prevail in the
sounds when the coastal current sets SW.

Northeast coastal currents set into the sounds. South of Bern-
eray, the current sets SE on the change before shifting to NE.
Tide rips can be seen. Tide and tidal current information is
shown on the charts covering the Outer Hebrides.

4.20 Barra Head (56°47'N., 7°38'W.), the S extremity of
Berneray, is described in paragraph 6.9. Between the head and
the N end of Barra are grouped several islands, islets, and nu-
merous rocks. Several channels separate these various islands
and islets.

Berneray (56°47'N., 7°38'W.), an uninhabited island, is
marked by a light and is described in paragraph 6.9.

Mingulay (56°49'N., 7°38'W.), an uninhabited island, is de-
scribed in paragraph 6.9.

Geirum Mor (56°48'N., 7°39'W.), a high islet formed of
dark cliffs, lies 0.1 mile off the S end of Mingulay. Above and
below-water rocks lie NE and NW of the islet. The Red Boy is
a conspicuous detached rock lying close W of the N end of
Mingulay. Anchorage, exposed to a SW swell, can be taken, in
depths of 16 to 18m, off the E entrance of Mingulay Bay.

4.21 The Sound of Berneray (56°48'N., 7°38'W.), a navi-
gable passage between Berneray and Mingulay, has a least
depth of 12.8m and is clear of dangers in the fairway. Shelter
Rock, which dries, lies close off the N side of Berneray. The
channel between the rock and Berneray has a least depth of
1.8m. An E wind opposing the current raises a sea in the E part
of the sound, where tide rips occur when a NE coastal current
meets the SW eddy leaving the sound. An E transit of the
sound is usually smooth.

Pabbay (56°51'N., 7°35'W.), an uninhabited island, and
Rosinish, close E of Pabbay, are described in paragraph 6.9.

The Sound of Mingulay (56°50'N., 7°36'W.), a navigable
passage, has a least charted depth of 16.8m and a width of 0.7
mile. Outer Heisker (56°51'N., 7°37'W.), an islet, lies in the W
entrance of the sound. Inner Heisker (56°51'N., 7°36'W.) is a
group of islets lying N of the channel within the sound and off
the SW end of Pabbay. If seas break between the outer and in-
ner islets during stormy weather, vessels should pass S of both
Outer Heisker and Inner Heisker. Tidal currents cause a race at
springs when the E current clears the NE entrance of the sound.
The tidal current from the Sound of Berneray meets the current
setting S from the Sound of Mingulay, resulting in overfalls.

4.22 Sandray (56°53'N., 7°30'W.), an uninhabited island,
has a large, sandy beach on its E side which is a good land-
mark. A bare, rocky islet lies close SE of the E end of Sandray.
Numerous rocks lie W of the island as far as Flodday
(56°54'N., 7°35'W.), an islet formed by dark cliffs along its W
side. A bank, with a least depth of 13.2m, lies 2 miles E of San-
dray. Southeast gales raise a rough sea over the bank.

The Sound of Pabbay (56°52'N., 7°33'W.), a navigable pas-
sage, has a least depth of about 14m in the fairway. Lingay
(56°52'N., 7°35'W.), an island lying in the middle of the W en-
trance of the sound, consists of bold cliffs tapering from N to S.
Greanamul, an islet, lies 0.7 mile E of Lingay. A rock, with a
depth of less than 1.3m over it, lies 275m NW of the islet. The
preferred fairway leads 0.3 mile N of Pabbay and close S of a
13.7m bank lying W of Lingay.

Caution.—Less water than charted has been reported be-
tween Flodday and Lingay.

4.23 The Sound of Sandray (56°54'N., 7°31'W.), a navi-
gable passage, requires local knowledge, as rocks and shoals
lying in or near the passage restrict the fairway to a width of
about 300m and a depth of 10.9m. The W entrance of the
sound is constricted by shoals over which the sea breaks. Foul
ground lies off the NW and SE ends of Sandray and Vatersay.

Vatersay (56°56'N., 7°32'W.), the westernmost inhabited is-
land in Scotland, is divided into two parts by a low sandy isth-
mus forming a W bay and an E bay. Vessels should avoid the
tide rips off the W side of the N part of Vatersay. The W bay is
untenable. Vatersay Bay, the E bay, is entered between Creag
Mor and Am Meall, a steep point about 0.5 mile SW. The bay
has a least depth of 10.5m in the fairway leading to a low sandy
beach.

Muldoanich (56°55'N., 7°27'W.), an island SE of Vatersay,
is sheer and steep-to, except on its W side. A chain of islets and
rocks extends from the island to Creag Mor, and provides shel-
ter from E weather to Vatersay Bay.
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Sgeir Vichalea (56°55'N., 7°31'W.), a drying rock lying 0.5
mile WNW of Am Meall, is marked by a beacon. Sheltered an-
chorage can be taken, in depths of 13 to 15m, sand, about 0.2
mile NW of Sgeir Vichalea.

4.24 Bo Vich Chuan (56°56'N., 7°24'W.), a steep-to sunken
rock, is marked close S by a lighted buoy equipped with a racon.
The S end of Muldoanich, aligned 238° with a conspicuous sandy
patch on the E side of Sandray, leads SE of the sunken rock.
Above and below-water rocks lie at least 1 mile E of Rubha Mor
(56°57'N., 7°26'W.), the SE extremity of Barra.

Sgeir a Scape (56°56'N., 7°27'W.), a drying rock marked by
a ruined beacon, and a 1.6m shoal, marked by a lighted buoy
equipped with a racon, lie 0.7 mile and 1 mile S of Rubha Mor.

Dubh Sgeir (56°56'N., 7°28'W.), a drying rock, is the outer-
most of a chain of rocks extending 0.2 mile S of the SE end of
Orosay (56°57'N., 7°29'W.). The fairway leading to Castle Bay
is about 0.2 mile in width between Dubh Sgeir and the above
and below-water rocky shoals extending N from Vatersay. A
light is shown from a column on Dubh Sgeir.

Sgeir Liath (56°57'N., 7°31'W.), a low rocky islet, lies near-
ly 0.5 mile SW of Rubha Glas, the W entrance point of Castle
Bay. A light is shown from a column on the islet. Rocky foul
ground lies off Rubha Glas (56°57'N., 7°30'W.) and off Oro-
say, the islet close off the E entrance point.

4.25 Castle Bay (56°57'N., 7°29'W.) indents the S coast of
Barra and is the local harbor serving the area. Tidal currents are
weak in Castle Bay and approaches. The flood current sets E
through Vatersay Sound and into the bay; the ebb current sets
W and out of the bay. There are depths of 5.5 to 12.8m, mud
and sand, in the harbor which is entered between Orosay and
Rubha Glas in a least depth of 6.5m. The E part of the harbor is
fronted by rocky shoals. Kiessimul Castle stands on an islet
near the N end of these shoals. A church at the head of the bay,
close N of the castle, has a conspicuous clock-faced tower.
Submarine cables marked by beacons, lie between the castle
and the N shore. Range lights, shown from towers 0.3 mile
apart and aligned 295°, are located NNE of Sgeir Liath. This
range leads close S of Dubh Sgeir on approaching the bay.

Vessels entering the bay should keep in the deeper water in
its W part. There is a main pier on the N side of the bay, where
vessels call from Glasgow and local mainland ports. Anchor-
age can be taken, in depths of 9 to 11m, with Kiessimul Castle
bearing 046°. Smaller vessels can anchor, in a depth of 7.3m,
close W of the castle.

The Sound of Barra—Southeast Side

4.26 The Sound of Barra (57°04'N., 7°22'W.) is the navi-
gable passage between Barra and the island of South Uist lying
3.5 miles NE. Numerous islands, islets, rocks, and shoals en-
cumber the sound which is at least 3.5 miles wide. The bottom
of the sound in its middle and S parts is clear, composed of
sand and shells partly covered by weeds. A rocky uneven bot-
tom, with breakers denoting the presence of shoals, prevails
throughout the N part of the sound.

The tidal currents set in and out of the Sound of Barra simul-
taneously at both ends on the flood and ebb. The current sets
NW from the E entrance and SE from the W entrance. Both

currents meet near the center of the sound (Oitir Mhor) and W
of Eriskay, where they become weak and variable. In Drover
Channel (57°04'N., 7°22'W.), the SE current has a strong set
toward Fuday (57°03'N., 7°23'W.) and adjacent shoals, where-
as the NW current sets strongly toward Drover Rocks
(57°04'N., 7°24'W.).

The principal channel through the sound, consisting of sever-
al reaches designated by name, is intricate and in places less
than 0.1 mile in width, with a least depth of 6.7m. Local
knowledge is necessary to transit the sound, but pilots are not
available. Natural ranges are often used to navigate within the
sound and they are rather difficult to identify when approach-
ing from the W.

The E side of the sound is bound on the S by Bruernish
Point (56°59'N., 7°23'W.) and on the N by Ru Melvick
(57°06'N., 7°14'W.). Curachan (56°58'N., 7°21'W.), a rocky
islet, is a prominent landmark when approaching North Bay
(57°00'N., 7°23'W.) and the Sound of Barra. Above and below-
water rocks lie near the islet. Fuiay Island (57°00'N., 7°22'W.)
forms the E side of North Bay, with Flodday (57°00'N.,
7°21'W.) lying close E of Fuiay.

Anchorage in North Bay can be taken, in a depth of nearly
11m, about 0.2 mile from the NW end of Fuiay. Hellisay
(57°01'N., 7°21'W.), with Fuiay and Flodday, form the Sound
of Hellisay (57°00'N., 7°21'W.), wherein shelter can be found
amongst the various islets with local knowledge. Anchorage
can be taken in the Sound of Hellisay about 0.2 mile W of
Flodday, in a depth of 16.5m.

4.27 Gighay (57°01'N., 7°20'W.) is the NE of a group of
islands forming the SW side of the Sound of Barra. The NE
side of this island is steep-to and from SE appears as a high
point ending in a hummock.

Fuday (57°03'N., 7°23'W.) is a grass-covered island featur-
ing three flat-topped hills. The inner area between Fuday and
Gighay is encumbered with islets and foul rocky ground. The
outer shoals are cleared by keeping Ben Scrien (57°05'N.,
7°18'W.) bearing not more than 014° and open E of Gighay.

Outer Oitir Mhor (57°02'N., 7°22'W.) and Inner Oitir
Mhor (57°01'N., 7°24'W.) are areas cluttered with reefs and
shoals wherein shelter and anchorage is available. Anchorage
can be taken in Outer Oitir Mhor, in depths of 9 to 18m, good
holding ground, about 0.5 mile NNW of the W extremity of
Gighay. Anchorage is also taken, in depths up to 12m, clay and
sand, about 0.5 mile W of Greanamul (57°02'N., 7°23'W.), an
islet. With strong E and SE winds, vessels should anchor about
0.5 mile SW of the islet.

The Sound of Barra—Northeast Side

4.28 Ru Melvick (57°06'N., 7°14'W.), the SE extremity of
South Uist, is a bold rocky headland ending seaward in a steep-
to, bare rock. Easaval (56°07'N., 7°20'W.), a long flat-topped
hill, and Artople (56°07'N., 7°17'W.), another eminence, are
conspicuous landmarks in transit of the sound. The N shoulder
of Easaval has a remarkable spur ending in a steep face. It was
reported that a rock, with a least depth of 2m, lies approximate-
ly 0.6 mile SSW of Ru Melvick.

Eriskay (57°04'N., 7°17'W.), the largest island in the sound,
has two conspicuous mountain peaks named Ben Scrien
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(57°05'N., 7°17'W.) and Ben Stack (57°04'N., 7°17'W.).

The Sound of Eriskay (57°06'N., 7°17'W.), N of Eriskay, is
foul and used only with local knowledge. Hartamul (57°05'N.,
7°14'W.), a grassy islet, lies in the E approach to the sound.
Above and below-water rocks encircle the islet.

The Stack Islands (57°03'N., 7°18'W.), include Eilean
Leathan, a steep-to island on which stands the ruins of Weav-
er’s Castle, a prominent landmark when approaching the
Sound of Barra.

Binch Rock (57°02'N., 7°17'W.), marked by a buoy, has a
depth of 3.1m and lies near the entrance fairway to the Sound
of Barra.

Bo Tanna (57°03'N., 7°20'W.), a two-headed drying rock,
and a patch with a least depth of 2.3m over rock lying close N
of Bo Tanna, are dangers close to the fairway.

Lingay (57°05'N., 7°22'W.), a grass-covered island encir-
cled by foul ground extending N and E to South Uist and Er-
iskay, is described in paragraph 6.13.

Drover Rocks (57°04'N., 7°24'W.), awash, lie close N of the
fairway through the sound. Other shoals lie very close to the
fairway NNW of Fuday.

Fiaray (57°04'N., 7°26'W.), a rocky island, rises to two flat
summits. Kate Beacons, consisting of front and rear stone
markers, stand on the NE side of the island and, when in align-
ment 273°, lead through Drover Channel (57°04'N., 7°22'W.).

The Sound of Barra to Benbecula Sound

4.29 South Uist (57°17'N., 7°20'W.) has a mountainous
and barren E side formed by three mountain ranges, of which
Easaval is a part. Roneval (57°06'N., 7°16'W.) is a conspicuous
eminence located 1.2 miles WNW of Ru Melvick. Boisdale
Hills (57°11'N., 7°17'W.), a range extending between Loch
Boisdale and Loch Eynort, has three rounded, prominent peaks
of which Stulaval (57°12'N., 7°18'W.) is the highest. Benmore
(57°20'N., 7°18'W.), the highest range on the island, rises
steeply from the sea N of Loch Eynort. Beinn Mhor (57°16'N.,
7°18'W.) is the highest peak on South Uist. The E coast of this
populated island is broken by many inlets and bays fronted by
rocks and detached shoals extending as far as the 50m curve.

Rubha na h-Ordaig (57°07'N., 7°13'W.), the E point of the
S end of the island, has several peaks. The highest peak, with a
vertical N face, falls abruptly to low ground W. A reef extends
about 250m E of the point. The sea breaks heavily on the reef,
which should not be approached within 0.5 mile.

Rubha Meall na Hoe (57°08'N., 7°15'W.), the S entrance
point of Loch Boisdale, is fronted for 0.5 mile by above and
below-water rocks.

McKenzie Rock (57°08'N., 7°14'W.), with a depth of 2.4m,
is marked close N by a lighted buoy. Tidal currents set N along
the coast and into Loch Boisdale, where they become weak and
variable.

4.30 Loch Boisdale (57°09'N., 7°16'W.) is approached be-
tween Rubha Meall na Hoe and Rubha na Creige Moire
(57°10'N., 7°15'W.). The terrain on the sides of the loch is
rocky and backed by steep hills while the head of the loch is so
low as to be invisible from a few miles offshore. The entrance
of the loch lies between Calvay (57°09'N., 7°15'W.), a small,
grassy island lying close offshore and the N side of the loch,

about 0.4 mile distant. The loch is clear of dangers, except
during October and November when fishnets are stretched
across the entrance, as far as Gasay (57°09'N., 7°17'W.), an is-
land lying 1.2 miles within the entrance. A conspicuous tower,
from which a light is shown, stands at the E end of Calvay.

Rubha Bhuailt, a promontory 0.1 mile W of Gasay, with Ga-
say, divide the loch into two arms. Both arms are encumbered
with shoals, but the S arm has the deeper channel with a depth
of 9.6m. Gasay Rock, drying, and covered by seaweed in calm
weather, lies 0.1 mile E of Gasay. Sgeir Rock, 275m N of Gas-
ay, has a depth of 1.2m and is marked close S by a buoy. To
keep the fairway to the pier at Lochboisdale clear, vessels
should avoid anchoring between Gasay and Sgeir Rock. It has
been reported a new marina and fishing harbor is located on the
S side of the approach to Lochboisdale between Gasay and
Rubha Bhuailt.

4.31 Lochboisdale (57°09'N., 7°18'W.) (World Port Index
No. 32990) is a fishing village built on a triangular neck of
land. A hotel, with gables, is prominent in the village as is the
local police station. The fairway leading N of Calvay and Gas-
ay to the entrance channel at Lochboisdale has a least depth of
7.8m. Several detached shoal patches of less than 5.5m lie
close N of the fairway. The pier at Lochboisdale is about 100m
long with depths of 3.6m alongside. Coasters and vehicle fer-
ries are the main traffic. There are ro-ro facilities on the S side
of the pier. Vessels of up to 73m in length can be accommodat-
ed.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 20 to 24m, mud, 0.5
mile E of Gasay. Additional anchorage can be taken, in depths
of up to 16.5m, mud and shells, close S of the W end of Gasay,
but this anchorage is open to W and SW gales.

Loch Eynort (57°13'N., 7°17'W.) indents the coast 4 miles
N of Loch Boisdale. The intervening coast, backed by the
Boisdale Hills, should not be approached within 1 mile. There
is a conspicuous dark, sheer cliff about 0.2 mile N of Rubha na
Cruibe (57°09'N., 7°15'W.).

4.32 Stuley (57°11'N., 7°15'W.), a grass-covered island ly-
ing close offshore, has foul ground E and SE, but a sound on
the W side has a least depth of 2.5m in it. A group of islets and
rocks lies as far as 0.8 mile SSE of the S entrance point of Loch
Eynort. The entrance is 0.5 mile wide S of Creag Mor
(57°14'N., 7°16'W.), the N entrance point. The loch leads W
for 1.2 miles to Rubha Lailum (57°13'N., 7°18'W.), where it
becomes constricted and shallow with a narrow channel lead-
ing into Upper Loch Eynort (57°14'N., 7°20'W.). Loch Eynort
has often been mistaken for Loch Boisdale, as the heads of
both lochs are backed by very low terrain. However, the shores
of Loch Eynort are much steeper, with dark vertical cliffs on
the N side.

Beinn Mhor (57°16'N., 7°18'W.) and Meall Mor (57°14'N.,
7°17'W.) help identify Loch Eynort. Meall Mor, a hill with
deep notches, terminates in Coilenish, a point projecting off-
shore about 0.5 mile SE of the summit. Both shores of the loch
are fronted by foul ground for 0.2 mile. A mid-channel course
should be steered from the loch entrance. Anchorage, open to E
weather, can be taken, in a depth of 15m, mud, close N of islets
lying 0.7 mile W of the S entrance point. Smaller vessels can
anchor 100m offshore and 0.5 mile W of Coilenish (57°13'N.,
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7°16'W.), in a depth of 11m, mud.

4.33 Rubha Bhilidh (57°17'N., 7°13'W.) is a point on the
coastal headland forming the outer end of Usinish Bay
(57°17'N., 7°14'W.), a small open bight with a gravel beach
fronted by a drying rock lying 250m offshore. The steep-to
coast between Creag Mor and Rubha Bhilidh is formed of
steep cliffs cut by sheer ravines with numerous dark caves
along their sides. Violent squalls roar down the ravines with W
winds.

Usinish (57°18'N., 7°12'W.) is a steep-to bold headland with
three peaks. A light is shown from a tower standing at the SE
end of the promontory. A rock, with a depth of 1.8m, lies 0.7
mile S of the light tower.

Usinish Light

Mol a’ Tuath (57°18'N., 7°13'W.), an inlet on the NW side
of Usinish, has depths of 18 to 22m. A rock, partly awash, lies
close off the NE end of Usinish. Anchorage can be taken, in
depths up to 22m, good holding ground, in the middle of the
inlet.

Ornish (57°19'N., 7°14'W.), a high headland, is fronted N
by Ornish Island which is faced with steep dark cliffs. The area
between is foul.

4.34 Loch Skipport (57°20'N., 7°14'W.) is entered be-
tween Ornish Island (57°20'N., 7°13'W.) and Rubha fo Dheas,
a point 0.5 mile NNW. The shores of the loch are heavily in-
dented, with several islets restricting the fairway to less than
0.1 mile over a depth of about 5.5m. The terrain is low on the N
side of the loch and the S side is backed by hills. The conspicu-
ous ruins of a building with two high gables stand N of the
point._

Ben Tarbert (57°20'N., 7°18'W.), a prominent mountain,
has a summit with a notch on each side.

Shillay Mor (57°20'N., 7°15'W.), an island with three peaks,
is steep-to on its N side. Bagh Charmaig, a bay, lies close W of
a promontory located 0.7 mile WSW of Rubha fo Dheas. Dry-
ing rocks lie off the bay entrance. Vessels proceeding to an an-
chorage in Loch Skiport should pass 0.2 mile N and W of
Ornish Island. The W part of the loch is reached by steering
midway between Shillay Mor and the N shore.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 24m, between Ornish
Island and the E side of Shillay Mor. Anchorage can also be
taken, in depths of 7 to 11m, mud, in the strait between the is-
land of Luirsay Dubh (57°21'N., 7°13'W.) and the mainland.
Anchorage is available, in a depth of 11m, in Bagh Charmaig,
about 0.1 mile NNE of the W entrance point, however, the
holding ground is poor and the bay is subject to severe squalls
in S winds. A cottage, with a red roof that is easily identifiable,
lies 0.4 mile WSW of Aird Choraidh. When bearing 250°, it

leads in the fairway to the anchorage off Bagh Charmaig.

Loch Sheilavaig (57°21'N., 7°14'W.) indents the coast of
South Uist about 0.5 mile NW of Luirsay Dubh. Several islets
front this landlocked inlet which is reached through unmarked
deep-water channels.

Benbecula Sound to the Sound of Harris

4.35 Benbecula Sound (57°22'N., 7°13'W.) is the naviga-
ble, E part of a passage leading to South Ford (57°24'N.,
7°19'W.) and separating South Uist from Benbecula. The
shores of the sound are extremely irregular, with numerous is-
lands, islets, and foul ground encumbering the passage. Tidal
currents set into each end of the sound and South Ford on a ris-
ing tide and out each end on a falling tide.

Loch Carnan (57°22'N., 7°16'W.) is fronted by many shoals
and islands, of which Gasay (57°22'N., 7°15'W.) is the most
conspicuous. A quay, 55m long, with a depth of 3.7m along-
side, is situated close W of the leading marks. In places in the
approach to the quay, there are depths of only 3m. Vessels of
up to 1,000 tons can be berthed. The range lights on the main-
land are shown from masts located 0.5 mile WSW of Gasay.
When in line bearing 222°, the masts lead through an entrance
channel marked by lighted buoys. A lighted buoy is moored in
the entrance of Benbecula Sound, about 1.2 miles E of Grey Is-
land Rocks (57°22'N., 7°14'W.). Other lighted buoys mark the
channel N of the rocks and through the sound to Loch Carnan.
There are no pilots, but local pilotage assistance is available
through application to the Royal Artillery Range, Isle of Ben-
becula. The pilot boards N of Grey Island Rocks.

Bagh nam Faoileann (57°23'N., 7°14'W.) is an area lying E
of the drying sands of South Ford and between the numerous
dangers that lie off the S and N sides of the sound. The en-
trance to this area lies between the island of Steisay (57°23'N.,
7°14'W.) and Gashernish (57°22'N., 7°16'W.), a peninsula.

Lighted buoys and floats, moored W and WNW of Steisay,
mark the fairway through Bagh nam Faoileann. Army landing
craft operating from South Ford transit Bagh nam Faoileann.
The causeway crossing South Ford contains a bridge in the sec-
tion N of Creagorry Island and has a horizontal clearance of
15m and a vertical clearance of 2.9m.

4.36 Wiay (57°24'N., 7°12'W.), the outer island on the N
side of Benbecula Sound, has sloping terrain rising to a center
eminence. The area between the island and Benbecula is foul.

Peter’s Port (57°24'N., 7°15'W.) is an area affording shelter
to small vessels between the islands W of Wiay. The island is
uninhabited, but supplies are landed occasionally for South
Benbecula.

Benbecula (57°26'N., 7°18'W.), a low flat island connected
at low tide to South Uist and North Uist by drying sandy fords,
is described in paragraph 6.15

Rueval (57°28'N., 7°18'W.) is the only prominent eminence.

Rarnish (57°25'N., 7°12'W.) is a promontory forming the
SE end of Benbecula.

Bo Greanamul (57°25'N., 7°11'W.), a detached rock with a
depth of 2.1m, is the outermost danger off the E coast of Ben-
becula. The rock is usually marked by tide rips.

Loch Uskavagh (57°27'N., 7°12'W.), a rocky inlet, is en-
cumbered with islets and reefs which at low tide presents an al-
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most continuous vista of bare rocks. Above and below-water
rocks lie less than 0.1 mile N and S of the entrance fairway
which becomes very constricted about 1.5 miles within the en-
trance N of Maaey Glas (57°26'N., 7°11'W.).

The navigable channel is about 100m in width between the
islands of Orosay Uskavagh (57°26'N., 7°13'W.), and a group
of islets lying close N of the island. The fairway has a least
depth of 11m.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 15m, mud, in the mid-
dle of the loch and about 2 miles W of the entrance. Preferred
anchorage is taken 0.4 mile WNW of the W end of Orosay Us-
kavagh, in a depth of 15m, mud. Lidistrom (57°26'N.,
7°16'W.), a conspicuous white house at the head of the loch,
when bearing 264°, leads through the fairway to an anchorage
N of the E end of Orosay Uskavagh.

Caution.—Vessels without local knowledge should not pro-
ceed W of Orosay Uskavagh.

4.37 Grimsay (57°28'N., 7°12'W.) and Ronay (57°29'N.,
7°11'W.) are islands, rocks, and islets lying in a partly-drying
and almost prohibitive waterway separating Benbecula from
North Uist. The two islands divide the E part of the waterway
into two partly navigable arms. The S arm (Loch nan Ceall) is
entered between Rubha na Rodagrich (57°28'N., 7°11'W.) and
the Maragay Islands (57°27'N., 7°11'W.). Only small vessels
can enter this channel.

Kallin (57°29'N., 7°12'W.), the local village and supply cen-
ter for the region, is located close N of the SE end of Grimsay.
The village is approached through the S arm, passing 0.1 mile
off the S and SW ends of Ronay. The passage leading NW to
Kallin and the anchorages off the village require local knowl-
edge and are reported to have depths of 5m or less. A chapel in
ruins at the SE extremity of the island is conspicuous.

Anchorage, open SE, can be taken, in depths up to 7.3m,
about 0.2 mile W of the SW extremity of Ronay. Vessels can
approach this anchorage by keeping the S extremity of Ronay
bearing 313° and passing N of Morrison’s Rock (57°28'N.,
7°10'W.).

4.38 Floddaybeg (57°31'N., 7°09'W.) and Floddaymore,
lying close SW, are both steep-to, but fronted by foul ground
on their inner side which occupies the N arm leading N of
Ronay and Grimsay. Flodday Sound (57°30'N., 7°10'W.), with
a depth of 5.5m, leads from sea W of the islands. Anchorage in
the sound can be taken, in depths up to 22m, about 0.3 mile W
of the N end of Flodday Mor. There is also anchorage, in a
depth of 13m, about 0.1 mile NW of Flodday Beag._

North Uist (57°35'N., 7°15'W.) is an inhabited island with a
hilly E side partly consisting of cliffs and indented by many
bays and inlets. Two ridges of hills extend along the E side of
the island.

Beinn Eaval (57°32'N., 7°11'W.), a high mountain, is
wedge-shaped when viewed from E or W. A distinctive double-
peaked hill rises on the S slope of the mountain.

Loch Eport (57°33'N., 7°08'W.), a very constricted inlet,
has an entrance clear of dangers, but only 100m in width.
There is a depth of 12.8m in the fairway for about 1 mile with-
in the entrance; then depths decrease to 5.5m to within 1.5
miles of the loch head. Much of the loch is encumbered with
rocks and rocky shoals. Bo Lea, a drying rock, lies 300m off

the S entrance point. A drying reef flat extends 100m N and S
of the rock. Tidal currents are weak.

4.39 South Lee (57°34'N., 7°10'W.), a prominent moun-
tain at the N entrance of the loch, has a sheer N face and is the
highest peak of a rugged range extending N to Loch Maddy.
Bogs forms the S side of Loch Eport. Pilotage assistance can
be obtained from Loch Maddy.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 22m, mud, about 0.2
mile E of Skart Rocks, which lie above water 1.5 miles within
the entrance and with Burrival (57°33'N., 7°10'W.) bearing
161°. There is also an anchorage, with a depth of 16m, at the
entrance of Acairseid Lee, an inlet indenting the N shore with-
in the entrance.

Loch Maddy (57°36'N., 7°07'W.) is entered between Leac
nam Madadh (57°35'N., 7°06'W.) and Weaver’s Point
(57°36'N., 7°06'W.). The S entrance promontory is the NE ex-
tremity of a range of high hills. The coast between Loch Mad-
dy and Loch Eport is bold, steep-to, and free of off-lying
dangers. Weaver’s Point ends in a cliff, steep-to and backed by
rounded hills in the interior. Maddy More (Madadh Mor)
(57°36'N., 7°06'W.) lies 250m offshore E of Leac nam Ma-
dadh. Loch Maddy, easily recognized from offshore, has an
open entrance. The inner part of the loch is obstructed by islets,
rocks and shoals. The loch bottom is rock covered with mud or
sand and affords unreliable holding ground.

Maddy Beg (Madadh Beag) (57°36'N., 7°06'W.) is a de-
tached steep-to rock lying 300m SSE of Weaver’s Point. The
entrance channel between the point and the rock has a least
depth of 11m and is clear of dangers.

Flodday (57°37'N., 7°07'W.) is the largest of the islands with-
in the loch. Little Glas, a rock, lies 0.1 mile SW of Flodday.

4.40 Sponish Harbor (57°37'N., 7°08'W.), with depths of
6.9 to 13.2m, extends about 1 mile NW from Little Glas. Spon-
ish House (57°37'N., 7°09'W.) is a conspicuous landmark
about 0.5 mile N of the village.

South Basin (57°36'N., 7°09'W.) indents the S shore of
Loch Maddy about 0.3 mile SW of Ruigh Liath islets, marked
at their E and W extremities by a light and beacon, respective-
ly. The basin is approached N and S of Faihore (57°36'N.,
7°08'W.); there is a least depth of 5.9m in the N approach and
of 9.1m in the S approach.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not compulsory, but can be arranged,
if required, on request 24 hours in advance to the Port Manag-
er. Large vessels can proceed without a pilot as far as Faihore
by passing close S of Maddy Beg and about 275m N of Glas
Eilean Mor (57°36'N., 7°07'W.).

Sponish Harbor affords anchorage, in a depth of 13m, mud,
with Little Glas bearing 125° and the NW end of Flodday
Bearing 023°. South Basin offers anchorage, in depths of 7 to
11m, subject to violent S squalls.

Caution.—Between Weaver’s Point and Maddy Beg, the
flood tidal current is strong, setting NE. The ebb tidal current is
strong along the S side of the loch entrance, setting toward
Maddy Mor. A considerable sea is raised close seaward of
Loch Maddy when a strong SW wind prevails during the ebb
tidal current.

4.41 Lochmaddy Harbor (57°36'N., 7°10'W.) (World
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Port Index No. 32955), a village, is located on the W shore of
the loch at South Basin.

Depths—Limitations.—The Ferry Terminal, a pier with
berthing faces on both sides, is situated on the W side of South
Basin. A ro-ro berth, 115m in length, with depths alongside of
4.6 to 6.5m, lies on the S side of the pier. A berth, 60m in
length, with depths alongside of 4m, is on the N side of the
pier. Range lights, in line about 298°, lead to the pier from SW
of Ruigh Liath. A private pier lies about 0.5 mile N of the main
pier. A conspicuous radio mast at the head of the loch provides
a useful mark._

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not available.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Lochmaddy
Harbor—Contact Information.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 13m,
mud, about 0.3 mile E of and, in a depth of 12m, off the cove
0.5 mile SE of Faihore (57°36'N., 7°08'W.). Swell is absent at
the anchorages, but SW squalls may cause the anchor to drag.

Leac na Hoe (57°38'N., 7°04'W.), a bold black headland
with steep-to cliffs facing the sea, is the E extremity of North
Uist. The coast between Weaver’s Point and the headland is

bold and steep-to. Leac na Hoe rises to Crogary na Hoe
(57°39'N., 7°04'W.), a very high hill located 0.2 mile W of the
| headland.

| Lochmaddy Harbor—Contact Information
| Harbormaster
| | VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
Telephone 44-1859-502-977 |
44-1851-822-869 (Assistant Harbormaster)
| | Facsimile 44-1870-602-988
| | E-mail harbourmaster @cne-siar.gov.uk
| | Web site http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk
| Port Manager
| | Telephone | 44-1876-500-337
| | Facsimile 44-1876-500-412
| | Web site http://www.calmac.co.uk
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Additional chart coverage may be found in NGA/DLIS Catalog of Maps, Charts, and Related Products (Unlimited Distribution).
SECTOR 5 — CHART INFORMATION
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SECTOR 5

WEST COAST—LITTLE MINCH TO THE MINCH

Plan.—This sector describes Little Minch and The Minch,
together with the adjacent coast of Skye, the mainland of Scot-
land, and the E coasts of Harris and Lewis. The sequence of de-
scription is from S to N.

General Remarks

5.1 Little Minch (57°40'N., 6°40'W.), also known as the
Lower Minch, has an average width of 12 miles and is the nar-
rowest part of the navigable waterway leading between the
Outer and Inner Hebrides and mainland of Scotland. Ocean-
going ships can proceed through Little Minch and The Minch,
also known as the North Minch, on recommended tracks best
seen on the chart.

The terrain covered in this sector is generally similar to that
described in Sector 4. Rugged coastlines backed by high hills
and fronted by rocky foreshores are prevalent. Lochs and inlets
indent the coast between blunt salient points leading to small

N. Harris \ |

~

local harbors and anchorages. Stornoway is the principal har-
bor.

Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS).—Two IMO-adopted
voluntary Traffic Separation Schemes, best seen on the chart,
have been established in Little Minch off Neist Point (see para-
graph 5.2); Rule 10 of COLREGS 72 applies. The location of
each TSS are, as follows:

1. The Northbound TSS (57°26'N., 6°54'W.) runs off
Neist Point, up the NW coast of the Isle of Skye, and enters
the North Minch N of the Filean Trodday (57°44'N.,
6°18'W.).

2. The Southbound TSS runs from NNE of the Shiant
Islands (57°54'N., 6°21'W.) down the E coast of the Isle of
Lewis and the Harrises to join the TSS off Neist Point.
Regulations.—Information about the Western Europe Tank-

er Reporting System (WETREP), Particularly Sensitive Sea
Areas (PSSA), and MARPOL can be found in Pub. 140, Sail-
ing Directions (Planning Guide) for North Atlantic Ocean and
Adjacent Seas.

S,

i
.
-
-
o

Little Minch
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Except due to stress of weather or any other case of force
majeure, all laden tankers exceeding 10,000 gt should not pass
through The Minches. All other vessels should contact Storno-
way Coast Guard on VHF channel 16 at least 1 hour prior to
ETA and upon final departure from the area, using the report-
ing format given in the accompanying table. There is an alter-
native Deep Water Route off the Outer Herbrides (see
paragraph 6.1).

Reporting System.—A voluntary reporting system for all
vessels over 300 gt navigating through the Minches is in effect
between latitude 58°30'N and latitude 57°00'N.

All vessels over 300 gt should report to Stornoway Coast-
guard on VHF channel 16 when passing the following Report-
ing Points:

Little Minch and North Minch

Designator Information Required

Brief details on damage/deficiency/
QUEBEC other limitations
UNIFORM E)(L)l t}é(;u intend to use the recommended
VICTOR Type of vessel and gross tonnage.
WHISKEY Number of persons on board (llsted as

passengers and crew, if appropriate).
* Either designator may be used.

Direction Iéi?;?;tg Position
Southbound
Initial Report | When passing | Latitude 58°30.0'N
B 57°58.0'N, 6°17.0'W
C 57°58.5'N, 6°54.4'W
Final Report | When passing | Latitude 57°00.0'N
Northbound
Initial Report | When passing | Latitude 57°00.0'N
E 57°23.8'N, 6°51.8'W
F 57°40.4'N, 6°32.0'W
Initial Report | When passing | Latitude 58°30.0'N

The Initial Report should contain the following information:

Little Minch and North Minch
Designator Information Required
ALFA Name and call sign of vessel.
Day of month (2 figures) and time in
BRAVO hours and minutes (UTC in 4 figures).
Latitude (4 figures N or S) and longi-
%
CHARLIE tude (5 figures E or W).
True bearing (3 figures) and distance in
DELTA * miles (2 figures) from a clearly-identi-
fied landmark.
ECHO True course in degrees (3 figures).
FOXTROT Speed in knots and tenths of knots (3
figures).
GOLF Last port of call.
INDIA Destination.
MIKE VHF channels monitored.
OSCAR Deepest draft, in meters and centime-
ters.
PAPA Type and quantity of cargo.

Caution.—A least depth of 32.9m on the charted track lies
1.5 miles NW of Rubha Hunish (57°42'N., 6°21'W.). Numer-
ous detached banks, with least depths of as little as 25.6m, lie
adjacent to the track. Principal dangers are, as follows:

1. Islets and rocks on detached banks lying about 3 miles
off the NW end of Skye and N of the track in position
57°43'N, 6°25'W.

2. A charted depth of 26m close to the centerline at the
N end of the northbound traffic lane in position 57°28'N,
6°37'W.

3. A charted depth of 25m lying 0.5 mile NW of the traf-
fic lane in position 57°39'N, 6°37'W.

4. A charted depth of 18m lying 0.6 mile NW of the traf-
fic lane in position 57°43'N, 6°24'W.

5. A charted depth of 27m lying 0.4 mile NW of Eilean
Trodday in position 57°43'N, 6°24'W.

Concentrations of fishing vessels may be encountered from
June to December in the waters described in this sector.

The Minch Project is a collaboration of the Highland Coun-
cil and the Scottish Natural Heritage that aims to reduce pollu-
tion, minimize erosion, minimize litter, and promote tourism,
in particular wildlife tourism such as dolphin watching, in The
Minch. The Minch is a busy shipping lane, with 2.5 million
tons of cargo transiting the channel each month.

A good lookout should be maintained when transiting The
Minch as submarines frequently exercise in the area, either
submerged or on the surface.

Anchoring in the vicinity of submarine cables is prohibited.

Tide rips occur within 1 mile W of Waternish Point. A tide
rip extends up to 2 miles NW from Neist Point during the N
current at springs.

Commercial ferry services operate across The Minch. The
ocean-going side-paddle steamship Waverley, the last ferry of
its type, still operates in this area._

Neist Point to Waternish Point

5.2 Neist Point (Ness Point) (57°25'N., 6°47'W.), a low
finger-like projection extending off the W end of Skye, is
backed about 0.2 mile inland by a steep, peaked hill. A light is
shown from a tower, standing on rising ground close within the
end of the point.

The NW coast of Skye is rocky, rugged, composed of cliffs
that are steep-to in places, and backed by high hills. Eddies oc-
cur close inshore along the NW coast of Skye. When the SW
current prevails off the NW coast of Skye, it meets the current
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Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Neist Point Light from NE

setting NW along the SW coast of Skye and both are deflected
W. At other tidal stages the NW current rounds Neist Point and
sets NE.

An Ceannaich (57°27'N., 6°47'W.), a prominent black rocky
head rises steeply 2 miles N of Neist Point. The Merchant, a de-
tached rock column, rises close off the headland.

5.3 Loch Pooltiel (57°28'N., 6°45'W.) indents the coast
between An Ceannaich and the SW side of Dunvegan Pennisu-
la, about 1.5 miles NE. The loch, completely open to the NW,
extends 1.5 miles SE to its head and the settlement of Glendale.
There are depths of 7.3 to 12.8m in the loch, which is steep-to
NE, but partly foul along its SW side. A conspicuous school-
house stands 0.5 mile within the head of the loch. Anchorage
can be taken, in depths up to 12.8m, good holding ground,
throughout the loch.

Loch Dunvegan (57°30'N., 6°40'W.) is entered between
Dunvegan Head (57°31'N., 6°43'W.) and Ardmore Point
(57°33'N., 6°39'W.). Dunvegan Head is a steep-to prominent
landmark. The NW side of the head is a vertical cliff broken by
a spur sloping down to another steep headland located 1 mile
SW of the head. A rugged promontory located 0.5 mile within
the entrance divides the loch into two arms. The NE arm, clear
in its approaches from Ardmore Point, has depths of 13 to 42m
in its inner part, known as Loch Bay (57°30'N., 6°35'W.). The
outer part of the principal loch is wide, deep and danger-free
for 4.2 miles, then islets and rocky shoals prevail.

Healabhal Mhore (57°24'N., 6°38'W.), a flat-topped emi-
nence, is a conspicuous landmark. Uiginish Point (57°27'N.,
6°36'W.) is marked by a light.

Groban na Sgeire (57°30'N., 6°38'W.) is the NW point of
the promontory separating Loch Dunvegan and Loch Bay;
Rubha Maol (57°30'N., 6°36'W.) is the NE point. Between the

two points the coast is indented to form Lovaig Bay (57°30'N.,
6°37'W.) which is backed by high hills and sheer cliffs.

Sgeir nam Biast (57°31'N., 6°37'W.), above and below-wa-
ter rocks and reefs, lie in the N approach to the bay. Mingay
and Isay (57°31'N., 6°39'W.) are two islands lying close to-
gether and 0.5 mile N of Groban nan Sgeire.

5.4  Ardmore Point (57°33'N., 6°39'W.) is the S extremity
of the Ardmore Peninsula (57°33'N., 6°39'W.), an elbow projec-
tion of the Waternish Peninsula (57°33'N., 6°35'W.). The W side
of the Ardmore Peninsula is formed by high cliffs sloping E to a
low point, on which stands Ardmore House. The coast from the
Ardmore Peninsula to Loch Bay is formed by high steep cliffs.
The flood current divides at Ardmore Point, setting NNE and S.

Stein (57°31'N., 6°34'W.) is a village near the head of Loch
Bay.

Dunvegan (57°26'N., 6°35'W.), a village situated almost 1
mile SE of Uiginish Point, has a 20m long wharf, with depths
of 3.0 to 3.4m alongside. The approach to the harbor is ob-
structed by a shoal with depths less than Sm. Dunvegan Castle
(57°27'N., 6°35'W.), a massive structure with lichen-covered
walls, stands 0.5 mile N of the village. Anchorage, sheltered
from N winds, can be taken, in a depth of 11m, with Ardmore
House bearing 278° and Dunvegan Head bearing not less than
231°. Anchorage can also be taken, in a depth of 26m, good
holding ground, between Sgeir nam Biast and the S end of
Mingay. There is anchorage available E of Isay and throughout
Loch Bay. Southeast and E winds raise a sea in the area.
Lovaig Bay has good anchorage in depths of up to 20m. Small
vessels can anchor, in depths up to 13m, mud, in the loch SW
of Uiginish Point and, in a depth of 8.7m, in the channel with
the flagstaff of the castle bearing 030°.

Pub. 141



82

Sector 5. West Coast—Little Minch to The Minch

Waternish Point to Rubha Hunish

5.5 Waternish Point (Vaternish Point) (57°37'N,,
6°38'W.) rising in a cliff, is the N extremity of the Waternish
Peninsula, a rugged uncultivated high promontory. A light is
shown from a tower on the point. The coast from the Ardmore
Peninsula consists of steep inaccessible cliffs with several con-
spicuous ruins standing in places above the cliffs.

The ebb current setting S from the Waternish Point forms an
eddy which sets E to the Ardmore Peninsula and then turns N
and S along the coast. The eddy raises a choppy sea at times W
of Waternish Point, which is fringed for 0.1 mile by foul
ground.

Anchorage sheltered from SW gales can be taken, in a depth
of 30m, with Waternish Point Light bearing 279° and Caisteal
an Fhithich bearing 156°.

Caution.—Submarine cables extend NW and SW from the
W side of the Waternish Peninsula and may best be seen on the
chart.

5.6  Loch Snizort (57°34'N., 6°28'W.), a large deep-water
inlet, is entered between Waternish Point and Dun Liath
(57°39'N., 6°25'W.). The loch is free of dangers for about 7
miles, except for the Ascrib Islands. A church and farm build-
ings are landmarks SE of Dun Liath. Tidal currents are weak
throughout the loch.

The SW shore of Loch Snizort is formed of high, steep cliffs,
unindented except for Aros Bay (57°33'N., 6°33'W.), an open
bight providing temporary shelter from SW gales. Anchorage
can be taken, in depths up to 31m, in the middle of the bay.

Dun Liath (57°39'N., 6°25'W.), the prominent summit of
the E entrance point of Loch Snizort, has a cliff formation on
its N face which slopes gradually SW to the loch. There is a
fort, in ruins, on the W slope. The E shore of the loch is low,
with cultivated farmland sloping inshore to hills in the back-
ground. A conspicuous rock column and hill stands 0.7 mile N
of Ru Idrigill (57°35'N., 6°24'W.).

Uig Bay (57°35'N., 6°23'W.) is entered between Ru Idrigill
and Ru Chorachan (57°34'N., 6°23'W.). The former point rises
in a steep slope to a stratified cliff, topped by a high mound.
From a least depth of 46m in the entrance, depths decrease to a
drying spit extending 0.1 mile off the NW side of the bay,
which is otherwise free of dangers. Landmarks include a
church with a prominent spire standing 1.5 miles NE of Ru
Chorachan, and a hotel close S of the church.

5.7 Uig (57°35'N., 6°21'W.) (World Port Index No.
32950), a village, is located SE of the head of the bay.

Depths—Limitations.—King Edward Pier extends about
300m offshore from a position 0.6 mile E of Ru Idrigill. There
is a berth at the head of the pier, with a length of 42m and a
depth of 3.5m alongside. A ro-ro berth on the E side of the pier,
with a length of 70m and a depth of 4m alongside, can accomo-
date a vessel up to 90m in length with a beam of 19m. A light
is shown from the head of King Edward Pier.

Regulations.—Unscheduled vessels carrying explosives or
other dangerous cargo must give 24 hours notice of their ETA.
Scheduled vessels should give 24 hours notice if carrying ex-
plosives and 12 hours notice if carrying dangerous cargo. This
notification should be made by facsimile.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Uig—Contact
Information.

Uig—Contact Information
Port
VHF VHF channels 8 and 16
Telephone | 44-1470-542-381
Facsimile 44-1470-542-381
E-mail harbours @highland.gov.uk
Web site http://www.highland.gov.uk

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 7.8m,
mud, about 0.1 mile E of the pier head. Additional anchorage,
in depths up to 11m, mud, can be taken about 0.3 mile S and
SSW of the pier head. The anchorages are approached by pass-
ing 0.2 mile S of Ru Idrigill and steering 041° for a church at
the head of the bay.

Loch Snizort Beag (57°31'N., 6°22'W.), providing excellent
shelter, is entered E of Lyndale Point (57°32'N., 6°24'W.), a
steep-to shelf of low rock at the end of a high promontory
which divides the loch from Loch Greshornish. Loch Snizort
Beag is deep, with few dangers in the fairway. There is an oc-
casional below-water rock lying as far as 0.1 mile off the
shores of the loch which is bold and steep-to along its SW side,
whereas the NE side is cultivated and sloping. The head of the
loch is filled by drying flats. There are two villages, Skeabost
(57°27'N., 6°19'W.) and Bernisdale (57°28'N., 6°20'W.), the
former at the head of the loch. Anchorage can be taken, in suit-
able depths, good holding ground, in Loch Snizort Beag, and
also between Dun Liath and Uig Bay.

5.8 Loch Greshornish (57°31'N., 6°25'W.) is entered E
of a promontory and Greshornish Point (57°31'N., 6°26'W.),
and 0.5 mile SW of Lyndale Point. The promontory is hilly and
faced by steep cliffs on its W side. Lyndale House, conspicu-
ous, stands in a grove on the E side of the loch. Eilean Beag
and Eilean Mor (57°32'N., 6°25'W.) are two islets lying in the
loch entrance. Rocks and reefs lie as far as 0.1 mile SW and W
of the islets.

Vessels approaching Loch Greshornish steer for Lynndale
House on a bearing of 138°, which leads midway between
Greshornish Point and Eilean Mor. When Scart Rock comes in
range 010° with Dun Skudiburgh, astern, alter course and pro-
ceed up the loch on a mid-channel course to where it is the nar-
rowest. A tangent of 018° on the W shore of the loch and the W
side of Eilean Mor leads W of the foul tongue extending from
the E side of the loch, and vessels steer with this tangent astern
until clear of that danger.

Clinigin Rocks (57°31'N., 6°26'W.), consisting of several
drying heads, lie off Greshornish Point. The SE extremity of
Eilean Beag, bearing 066° and open NW of Eilean More, leads
NW of the foul ground fringing the point. Dun Skudiburgh,
bearing 014°, leads W of Scart Rock (57°31'N., 6°25'W.) and
other rocks nearby. The channel between Lyndale Point and the
islets is deep and clear of dangers.

The fairway through Loch Greshornish has a least depth of
9.1m as far as Crachan Rock (57°29'N., 6°26'W.). Anchorage
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Rubha Reidh Light

can be taken, in depths of 7 to 27m, throughout the loch.

The Ascrib Islands (57°35'N., 6°31'W.), a group of unin-
habited islets, rocks, and reefs, lie near the entrance of Loch
Snizort. South Ascrib is the largest and S islet. Mariners with-
out local knowledge should keep clear of the group and the
bank extending N, where there are depths of 20m or less. An-
chorage can be taken about 0.5 mile NNE of the N point of Ei-
lean Tosal (57°36'N., 6°32'W.), in a depth of 22m, good
holding ground in mud and sand, however, the islands are low
and afford little protection from the wind.

Camas Mor (57°39'N., 6°25'W.), a small open bight, is en-
tered between Dun Liath and Ru Bornesketaig (57°40'N.,
6°25'W.), a high point about 1 mile NNE. A pier at the head of
the bight leads to a road through a populated countryside. Tidal
currents set NE and SW along this NW coast of Skye. Eddies
prevail inshore and in the bights. Anchorage can be taken in
Camas Mor, in depths of 9 to 13m.

Lub Score (57°40'N., 6°22'W.), a large, open bay indents
the coast as far as Ru Meanish (57°41'N., 6°21'W.), a salient
point. Anchorage can be taken, in suitable depths, throughout
the bay.

5.9 Duntulm Bay (57°41'N., 6°22'W.), a continuation N
of Lub Score, extends as far as Rubha Voreven (57°42'N.,
6°21'W.). Eilean Tulm (57°41'N., 6°21'W.), high and narrow,
extends across the entrance of the bay. Above and below-water
reefs extend N and S of the islet. The preferred channel into the
bay leads at least 100m S of the islet, with the entrance marked
by the ruins of Duntulm Castle. Anchorage, sheltered from S
and W gales, can be taken leeward of Eilean Tulm.

Rubha Hunish (57°42'N., 6°21'W.), the point of an elbow
promontory located at the N end of Skye, has vertical cliffs
forming its N and NE sides and is steep-to except off the W
side. The SW tidal current sets closely around the point.

Eilean Trodday (57°44'N., 6°18'W.), a high rocky island, is
fringed by foul ground for 0.3 mile, but the channel between

the island and Rubha na h-Aiseig (57°42'N., 6°18'W.) is deep
and free of dangers. The island is marked by a light shown at
its summit.

The N limit of Little Minch is considered to extend N be-
tween Rubha na h-Aiseig, the Shiant Islands, and Lewis. The N
track through Little Minch lies 0.8 mile N of Eilean Trodday. A
group of islets, rocks and reefs lies NW of Rubha Hunish.
There is a least depth of 18m near the N track between Rubha
Hunish and Gearran Islet (57°44'N., 6°25'W.).

Currents between the various islets and rocks are variable.
Detailed information on tides and tidal currents is shown on
charts of the area. Gearran Islet and Am Bord, an islet close E,
consist of black, sheer cliffs, with foul ground extending N
from them as far as Fladdachuain (57°45'N., 6°26'W.), the
largest of several islets. A landing can be made on the NE side
of the latter islet.

5.10 Sgeir nam Maol (57°45'N., 6°23'W.) are two patches
of drying rock. The SE patch dries 3.8m and the other, 0.1 mile
NW, dries 4.2m. A beacon stands on the S end of the SE patch.
The passage between the rocks is foul. The rocks are steep-to
on their N and E sides, but a bank with depths of less than Sm
extends 0.4 mile WSW and 0.6 mile SE from the beacon.

Comet Rock (57°45'N., 6°21'W.), with a depth of 0.6m, lies
on a bank 0.3 mile SSE of Sgeir nam Maol beacon, with a dry-
ing patch of rock between. A lighted buoy is moored about 1.2
miles E of Comet Rock.

Sgeir Graidach (57°47'N., 6°28'W.), a drying rock, lies on
the N end of a narrow rocky bank with a least depth of 3.6m. A
beacon marks Sgeir Graidach. Eugenie Rock lies 0.3 mile SE
of Sgeir Graidach. The channel between Eugenie Rock and
Sgeir Graidach is encumbered with rocks._

East Bank, with a least depth of 14.4m in position 57°46.7'N,
6°31.2W, is an extensive rocky bank lying 2 miles W of Sgeir
Graidach. Another rocky bank, with a least depth of 22m in po-
sition 57°46.6'N, 6°23.0W, lies between 1 and 3 miles E of
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Eugenie Rock.

East Bank (57°47'N., 6°31'W.) is narrow and grassy with a
least depth of 14.4m. Tidal currents setting E and W around
Sgeir Graidach raise turbulent rips and eddies.

Rubha Reidh to Greenstone Point

5.11 Rubha Reidh (57°52'N., 5°49'W.) is the NW point of
a prominent headland rising to a flat eminence about 2 miles
SE. Cliffs form much of the headland. A light is shown from a
tower standing on the point, and a conspicuous radio mast
stands 1.5 miles SE of it.

Two open and foul bights indent the coast between Rubha
Reidh and Stac Ruadh (57°32'N., 5°43'W.). The inshore waters
E of Stac Ruadh are foul and fronted by Eilean Furadh Mor
(57°52'N., 5°43'W.), a grassy islet encircled by reefs. Tidal
currents are negligible off this coast.

Loch Ewe (57°48'N., 5°37'W.) is entered between Rubha
nan Sasan (57°52'N., 5°41'W.), a rocky, red-colored, and steep-
to point, and Ploc an t-Slagain (57°53'N., 5°49'W.), a steep
headland. The loch, trending about 6.5 miles SSE to its head, is
backed generally by low cliffs.

Isle of Ewe (57°50'N., 5°37'W.) occupies the central part of
the loch. Ploc an t-Slagain and a similar headland about 0.5
mile N, frame a hollow which is conspicuous from NW. The
entire Isle of Ewe is fringed by rocky, foul ground.

Mellangaun (57°50'N., 5°41'W.), a promontory, rises to two
steep prominent summits about 0.2 mile apart, the N of which
is marked by a pillar.

Depths in the loch will accommodate deep-draft vessels.
There is a least depth of 25.6m in the fairway W of Isle of Ewe
and 10.1m in The Sound, a fairway E of the isle. There are
depths of 9 to 18m in the entrance leading to the drying head of
the loch.

Sron nan Oban (57°51'N., 5°41'W.) is the N of several
promontories which are located on the W side of Loch Ewe.
The open bights between promontories are foul with shoals ex-
tending at least 0.5 mile offshore.

5.12 Rubh a’ Choein (57°51'N., 5°38'W.), a rocky point on
the E shore of Loch Ewe, is fronted by an islet lying on foul
ground extending at least 0.3 mile S and SE. The coast in the
area is cliffy and fringed by above and below-water rocks and
reefs. There is a boat pier and slipway in the cove E of Rubh a’
Choin.

Sgeir an Araig (57°51'N., 5°39'W.), two rocky islets con-
nected by a drying reef, lies in the loch fairway. The N islet has
two peaks, with a cleft between. The S islet is a low, flat rock.

Gob na Lice (57°51'N., 5°38'W.) and Gualann Mhor
(57°49'N., 5°36'W.) are the N and SE extremities of Isle of
Ewe. A large farm building is conspicuous about 0.2 mile N of
Gualann Mhor.

The Sound (57°51'N., 5°37'W.) is a secondary channel with
a least depth of 10m in the fairway. In the S part depths of 6.3m
lie adjacent to the fairway. The Sound can be entered from the
NW or SE. Gob na Lice, aligned 305° astern, with Sgeir Maol
Mhoraidh Shuas (57°52'N., 5°41'W.), leads through the deep-
est and most constricted part of the channel. Mooring buoys are
laid in The Sound.

Aird Point, a salient feature, is backed by cultivated land and
dwellings extending along the shores. Three concrete dolphins
in a depth of 6.1m, are situated 0.3 mile NNW of Aird Point.
There is a pier extending SE from Aird Point, with a depth of
1.8m alongside its head.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 22m, good holding
ground, on the NE side of The Sound, clear of the mooring
buoys. The holding ground extending 1.5 miles S of Aird Point
is unreliable. Anchorage, in a depth of 20m, can be taken with
the N end of Am Fiaclachan (57°47'N., 5°37'W.) bearing 090°,
however, the holding ground is unreliable and marine farms are
moored up to 0.3 mile off the SW shore. Small vessels can an-
chor on the mud flats near the head of the loch.

5.13 NATO Jetty (57°50'N., 5°35'W.), an L-shaped pier,
extends almost 183m offshore. The pier head is 60m long, with
a least depth of 10.1m alongside. Dolphins lie close N and S of
the jetty; lights are shown from the outermost dolphins and
from the N end of the jetty head.

Rubha Thurnaig (57°48'N., 5°36'W.) marks the entrance of
Loch Thurnaig (57°47'N., 5°35'W.), an unimportant bight. The
coast approaching the loch is bold, rocky and steep-to. Two
steel pontoons are moored near the 20m depth contour in the
SW corner of the loch. Orange floats mark below-water ob-
structions near the pontoons.

Resolution Rock (57°48'N., 5°38'W.), with a least depth of
6.8m, lies close to the fairway of Loch Ewe. The conspicuous
whitewashed hotel at Poolewe (57°46'N., 5°36'W.), a village at
the drying head of the loch, bearing 151°, leads SW of the
rock.

Greenstone Point to Cailleach Head

5.14 Greenstone Point (57°55'N., 5°37'W.), the low flat
extremity at the N end of a promontory separating Loch Ewe
from Gruinard Bay, is marked close E by an iron pole standing
on a large square stone.

Gruinard Bay (57°54'N., 5°30'W.), an open bight affording
unsuitable anchorage, is entered between Rubha Beag
(57°55'N., 5°34'W.) and Stattic Point (57°54'N., 5°25'W.). The
bay is deep and free of dangers. Gruinard Island (57°53'N.,
5°28'W.) is reef-fringed and rises to a high grassy dune marked
by a cairn.

Little Loch Broom (57°54'N., 5°22'W.) is a constricted
deep-water inlet with very few dangers. Heavy squalls occur
within the loch when SW winds sweep through a valley be-
tween the mountains. About 1 mile S of Cailleach Head
(57°56'N., 5°24'W.) is a point rising steeply to a hill and 0.5
mile farther E is a low, conspicuous wall fronted by a shingle
beach. Terrain along the SW side of the loch rises to a high
ridge and mountain. Numerous cottages are visible along both
shores of the loch.

Ardross Rock (57°55'N., 5°25'W.), with a least depth of
0.6m, lies in the entrance fairway of Little Loch Broom. Ves-
sels enter the loch N of the rock. Tidal currents are weak in the
loch and its entrance. Anchorage can be taken about 0.4 mile
off Rireavach (57°54'N., 5°20'W.), a village, in depths of 27 to
33m.
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Loch Broom—The Summer Isles

5.15 Loch Broom (57°54'N., 5°12'W.) has its principal ap-
proach between Cailleach Head (57°56'N., 5°24'W.) and Priest
Island (57°57'N., 5°31'W.). Cailleach Head is bold and rugged,
with a high rocky cliff facing seaward and steep earthen banks
S. A light is shown from a tower on the head.

Priest Island appears bold when seen from the N but smooth-
topped, with two summits near its E end, when viewed from S.

Smaller vessels approaching Loch Broom from the N utilize
Dorney Sound (58°02'N., 5°27'W.), the channel N of Tanera
Mor (58°01'N., 5°24'W.) and the bay E of this island. Dorney
Sound is not advised for ocean-going vessels._

Glas-leac Beag (57°59'N., 5°30'W.) is a conspicuous islet
on a clear day, due to the green grass covering it. Landmarks
include Meall an Fheadain (58°03'N., 5°24'W.), a high steep
hill and Ben Mor Coigach (57°59'N., 5°13'W.), a sharp moun-
tainous ridge, rising prominently on the mainland on approach-
ing Loch Broom.

Eilean Mullagrach (58°03'N., 5°28'W.), the N islet on ap-
proaching Loch Broom, has a flat summit at each end. The islet
is fringed on its SW and W sides by drying rocks which in-
clude a large square rock, which dries 3.4m, lying 0.1 mile off-
shore.

Na Finlaichean (57°58'N., 5°27'W.), a group of bold and
rocky islets with steep cliffs on their N and W sides, lie in the
approach close S of above and below-water rocks. Carn Iar is
the N and highest of these islets.

Carn Skerries (57°58'N., 5°22'W.), a group of grass-cov-
ered islets and rocks, lies 2.2 miles E of Na Finlaichean.

5.16 Carn Dearg (57°56'N., 5°22'W.) is a rugged promon-
tory with several summits. The promontory, with steep rocky
sides, forms the N end of a low peninsula which rises 4 miles
ESE to Beinn Ghobhlach (57°54'N., 5°17'W.). The approach
channel to Loch Broom, N of Carn Dearg, is 0.5 mile wide.

Annat Bay (57°55'N., 5°19'W.), a broad open bight, is bold
and steep-to E and SE and affords temporary anchorage off the
W shore, in depths of 13 to 31m.

Dorney Sound (58°02'N., 5°27'W.) and Badentarbat Bay
(58°01'N., 5°23'W.), at the E end of the sound, form a second-
ary approach channel to Loch Broom. Depths are ample over a
channel width of 0.5 mile; however, there are detached above
and below-water shoals. Local knowledge is required._

Rubha Dunan (58°00'N., 5°21'W.), steep-to and faced with
low red cliffs, projects from the mainland at the SE side of the
bay. There is a pier about 30m long, with a depth of 3m along-
side, at the N side of the bay. A bay indenting the E side of
Tanera Mor, the island forming the W side of Badentarbat Bay,

affords sheltered anchorage, in depths up to 26m, in the S part
of the bay with a large house at the head bearing 238°. Local
craft can anchor, in a depth of 7.3m, within two islets lying
close off the S end of Tanera Mor.

5.17 Rubha Dubh Ard (57°59'N., 5°19'W.), a bold cliffy
point ending in a low cliff, and Carn Dearg, a promontory pre-
viously described in paragraph 5.16, mark the inner approach
to Loch Broom. The shores are high, steep-to, and cliffy. Fair-
ways leading to the loch entrance have a least depth of 23.5m
and are clear of dangers.

Isle Martin (57°57'N., 5°13'W.) lies 0.8 mile N of the NE
entrance point of Loch Broom. The isle is high, barren, and
reddish-colored, with steep-to rocky cliffs along the N and W
sides.

Martin Bank (57°57'N., 5°16'W.) extends WNW from Isle
Martin.

Cadail Bank (57°56'N., 5°15'W.), with a least depth of 16m,
lies close N of the entrance fairway to Loch Broom.

Loch Kanaird (57°57'N., 5°12'W.) is almost landlocked be-
tween the E side of Isle Martin and the mainland. A rocky spit
partly closes the S entrance of the loch. The N and central parts
of the loch are deep while the E part is shallow. Anchorage can
be taken, in depths of 5.5 to 9.1m, on the shoals at the E side of
the loch and, in depths up to 18m, off the E side of Isle Martin.

Caution.—Submarine cables are laid between Isle Martin
and Aird na h-Eighe, close N of the bar in Loch Kinaird.

5.18 Loch Broom, entered between Rubha Cadail
(57°55'N., 5°13'W.) and Rubha Camas a Mhaoraich
(57°55'N., 5°14'W.), is clear of dangers in the fairway, but is
subject to squalls from the surrounding barren mountains.
There is a least charted depth of 23.5m lying 0.4 mile W of Ul-
lapool Point (57°54'N., 5°10'W.), with lesser depths to Corry
Point (57°53'N., 5°07'W.), where the loch has a least width of
0.2 mile between the 10m curves.

Although tidal currents are minimal, it is recommended that
ships with a draft greater than 8m enter the loch at half flood.
Shoals fringe both sides of the loch. At Ullapool Point, an ex-
tensive drying flat of sand, shells and stones formed by the riv-
er outflow constricts the channel. There is a conspicuous white
building standing almost 0.8 mile NW of Corry Point and a
bridge spanning a ravine 0.7 mile E of Ullapool Point.

5.19 Ullapool (57°54'N., 5°09'W.) (World Port Index No.
32820), a village located within the point, stands on a flat pro-
jecting terrace. The houses of the town are visible from sea-
ward. Tides rise about 4.5m at springs and 1.8m at neaps._

Ullapool—Berth Information

Berth Length | Depth

Maximum
Vessel

Remarks

LOA

Draft
(HW)

Ullapool Harbor

2A & 2B (East Side) 90m 3.5m —

Offshore vessels, coastal vessels, fishing vessels,

6.9m breakbulk, and reefer.
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Aspect.—A lighted beacon is shown from Ullapool Point.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not available, however the harbormas-
ter can provide information on the port and approaches on re-
quest.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Ullapool—
Contact Information.

| Ullapool—Contact Information

| Port

| | VHF VHEF channels 14 and 16

| | Telephone | 44-1854-612-091

| | Facsimile 44-1854-612-678

| | E-mail info@ullapool-harbour.co.uk

| | Web site http://www.ullapool-harbour.co.uk
| Harbormaster

| | Telephone | 44-1854-612-724

| | Facsimile 44-1854-613-425

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to
29.3m, sand and stones, between the narrows at Ullapool and
Corry Points. There is anchorage on good holding ground near
the head of the loch, in depths of 22 to 27m, clear of the marine
farms moored along the SW shore of the loch. Small vessels
can anchor in a cove on the SW side of Corry Point narrows,
where there are depths of 5.5m.

The Summer Isles (58°03'N., 5°28'W.), a group of islets and
rocks, lie in the N approach to Loch Broom. Glas-leac Mor
(58°02'N., 5°28'W.) is the steep-to outermost islet of the group.
There are numerous rocks, above water, lying between Glasle-
ac Beag (57°59'N., 5°30'W.) and Tanera Mor (58°01'N.,
5°25'W.). Dorney Sound leads between the group.

Caution.—Depths less than charted has been reported
(2021) in the vicinity of the Summer Isles.

Rubha Coigeach to Rubha Rodha

5.20 Rubha Coigeach (58°06'N., 5°26'W.), a rocky coast-

Ullapool—Berth Information
Maximum
Vessel
Berth Length | Depth Remarks
LOA Draft
(HW)
. Offshore vessels, project/heavy, coastal vessels,
3A & 3B (General Pier West) 75m 3.5m 140m 6.2m fishing vessels, breakbulk, and bunkers.
. Offshore vessels, project/heavy, coastal vessels,
4A & 4B (General Pier South) 75m 7.2m 140m 7.0m fishing vessels, breakbulk, and bunkers.
. Offshore vessels, project/heavy, coastal vessels,
5A & 5B (General Pier East) 70m 3.3m 140m 5.3m fishing vessels, breakbulk, and bunkers.
| | Ro-Ro Ferry Pier 120m 6.0m 120m | 6.0m | Ferries and ro-ro/lo-lo.
Depths—Limitations.—For berthing information see the al point, is the N end of a long flat promontory. Loch an Alltain
table titled Ullapool—Berth Information. Duibh (58°03'N., 5°26'W.), indenting the promontory, is 11m

deep, but open to the elements affording little shelter. The coast
N of the loch is low and fronted by rocks and foul ground for
0.3 mile offshore.

Enard Bay (58°06'N., 5°21'W.), open NW, is entered be-
tween Rubha Coigeach and Kirkaig Point (58°08'N., 5°18'W.).
The bay is deep, but seldom visited except for local craft. The
shores of the bay are reef-fringed and fronted by islets.

A’ Chleit (58°08'N., 5°21'W.), the outermost high islet, rises
vertically. A rock, below-water, lying 0.4 mile N of A’ Chleit
breaks during N gales.

A’ Chleit and Soyea Island (58°09'N., 5°19'W.) break
during W gales. Soyea Island, steep-to on its S side, shows two
hillocks at each end on a N approach. A light is shown from the
W end of the island. North and S entrance channels lead into
Loch Inver.

5.21 Bo Caolas (58°09'N., 5°18'W.), marked by a beacon,
is a drying rock in the N channel. There are several other rocky
shoals in the channel which limit its use to vessels with a draft
of 4.6m. The S channel is deep and free of dangers.

Loch Inver (58°09'N., 5°16'W.) is entered between Kirkaig
Point and Rubha Rodha (58°09'N., 5°18'W.). It is open to W
winds, has rocky shores backed by mountains, and is fronted
by reef flats extending as far as 0.1 mile offshore. Depths de-
crease gradually from 46m in the entrance to 11m off Aird Gh-
las (58°09'N., 5°15'W.), a salient promontory. Several shallow
and foul bays indent the S side of the loch. The N end of foul
ground, off Aird Ghlas, is marked by a lighted beacon.is en-
tered between Kirkaig Point and Rubha Rodha (58°09'N.,
5°18'W.). Tidal currents setting N and S along the E side of
North Minch have no effect on currents in Enard Bay or Loch
Inver where currents are negligible.

Landmarks visible when approaching Loch Inver include
Suilven (58°07'N., 5°08'W.), a conspicuous mountain with a
sharp peak; Culag Hotel (58°09'N., 5°15'W.), fronted by a
mound; and Lochinver Church, about 0.2 mile NE of the hotel,
visible from offshore.

Glas Leac (58°09'N., 5°16'W.), an islet marked by a light,
lies in the fairway. Foul ground and drying rocks on rocky
shoals encumber the area between islet and the N shore.

5.22 Lochinver (58°09'N., 5°14'W.) is a fishing village at
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the head of the loch.

Depths—Limitations.—Finger Pier, which extends 130m
NNW from the coast midway between the breakwater and Cu-
lag Pier, 0.2 mile E, provides berths on either side of the pier.
Main Market Quay, the largest berth, has a length of 150m and
can accomodate drafts up to 7m.

Aspect.—A light is shown from the head of the pier. There is
another pier in the village, with berths on both sides, as well as
an additional 200m long quay.

Regulations.—The approach lies S of A’ Chleit, Soyea Is-
land and Glas Leac. Vessels exceeding 50m in length and ves-
sels carrying dangerous cargo should give the harbormaster at
least 24 hours notice of ETA. Smaller vessels should provide
their ETA at least 1 hour in advance.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Lochinver—
Contact Information.

Lochinver—Contact Information
Port
VHF VHF channels 12 and 16
Telephone | 44-1571-844-247
Facsimile 44-1571-844-247
E-mail harbours @highland.gov.uk
Web site http://www.highland.gov.uk

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 7 to 9m,
mud, with Lochinver Church bearing 067° and Culag Hotel
flagstaff bearing 117°; however, this anchorage is exposed to
W gales. There is anchorage, in suitable depths, between Glas
Leahjc and the head of the loch.

Loch Inver to Loch a’ Chairn Bhain

5.23 Loch Roe (58°10'N., 5°18'W.), entered N of Rubha
Rodha, is a tortuous narrow inlet encumbered with foul ground
and drying rocks. The loch is frequented only by fishing ves-
sels.

Claus Deas (58°14'N., 5°24'W.) is the W extremity of a bold
headland whose N extremity is Point of Stoer. The coast from
Loch Roe is featureless.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Point of Stoer Light

Point of Stoer (58°16'N., 5°22'W.), high and rugged, ap-
pears to be an island when seen from offshore. Cliffs form the
NW face of the point and an unusual, detached column, Old
Man of Stoer, rises at the NE end. A light is shown from a
white tower standing near Claus Deas.

Eddrachillis Bay (58°18'N., 5°17'W.) is a large, open bay
entered between Point of Stoer and Handa Island (58°23'N.,
5°11'W.). The shores of the bay are rough, rocky, and indented
by several small bays. Numerous islets lie as far as 1.8 miles
off the S and E shores. Steep, grassy slopes back the shores.
Depths in the fairway of the bay are ample for deep-draft
ocean-going vessels.

Oldany Island (58°15'N., 5°15'W.) lies close offshore and at
the E end of a large, open bay. From the S end of the island the
coast recedes E to Rubha nam Fias (58°16'N., 5°07'W.), the S
entrance point of Loch a’ Chairn Bhain. The intervening coast
is broken by two inlets. Loch Dhrombaig (58°15'N., 5°12'W.),
the W inlet, is fronted by several islets. Entrance is effected by
a NE approach, passing close W of drying Bogout Rock and
close NW of the islets. Anchorage can be taken SW of the is-
lets, in depths up to 13m.

5.24 Loch Nedd (58°15'N., 5°10'W.) is entered between
Rubh’ Dhubhard (58°15'N., 5°11'W.) and Rubha na Maoile
(58°16'N., 5°10'W.), the outer extremity of a promontory form-
ing the NE side of the loch. The channel leading midway
through the loch has a least depth of 6.4m as far as the anchor-
age. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 12m, about 0.5 mile
within the entrance of the loch. There is limited swinging room
at the anchorage. A 4.6m shoal on the W side of the fairway
should be avoided.

Loch a’ Chairn Bhain (58°15'N., 5°04'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha nam Fias (58°16'N., 5°06'W.), the SE entrance
point, and Duartmore Point (58°17'N., 5°06'W.). Stack of
Glencoul, a mountain located 7 miles ESE of the loch entrance,
is conspicuous from seaward, as is grassy Filean a’ Ghamhna
(58°15'N., 5°03'W.).

The fairway is deep and free of dangers as far as Caolas
Cumbhann (58°15'N., 5°02'W.), the narrows, which leads to the
entrance of Loch Glencoul and Loch Glendhu. There is a depth
of 13.7m at the E end of the fairway, where it joins the lochs.

The NW side of the narrows is formed by Garbh Eilean
(58°15'N., 5°02'W.), an islet joined to the mainland by a drying
reef. A 3.7m shoal lies close S of the SW end of Garbh Eilean.
Tidal currents may attain a velocity of 2.5 knots at springs in
Caolas Cumhann, where there are dangerous eddies. A ferry
plies the E end of the narrows.

The Kylesku Bridge crosses Caolas Cumhann between Gar-
bh FEilean and the mainland shore SE. The navigable span is
80m wide, with a vertical clearance of 23m.

An overhead power cable, with a vertical clearance of 23m,
crosses the narrows 100m NE of the bridge. Submarine cables
cross the NE end of the narrows; their landing places are
marked by beacons._

Lochs Glencoul and Glendhu, the S and N arms of Loch a’
Chairn Bhain, are separated by high land terminating in Aird
da Loch (58°15'N., 5°00'W.). Loch Glencoul (58°14'N.,
4°58'W.), at least 21.9m deep in the fairway, has a bold and
steep-to N shore. Loch Glendhu (58°15'N., 4°58'W.), at least
11m deep in the fairway, is danger-free but subject to heavy
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squalls during S and SW gales.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 13m, good holding
ground, S of Eilean a’ Ghamhna and during daylight hours
about 0.2 mile ESE of the E end of Garbh Eilean, with a house
bearing 326°. Vessels can anchor, in a depth of 15m, close E of
the islets extending ENE of Garbh Eilean, with the E islet bear-
ing 160°.

Loch a’ Chairn Bhain to the Sound of Handa

5.25 Between Duartmore Point (58°17'N., 5°06'W.) and
Farhead Point (58°19'N., 5°10'W.), the coast is heavily indent-
ed and fronted by rocky shoals, foul ground, and islets as far as
2.5 miles offshore. The entire E and NE shores of Eddrachillis
Bay are very rocky, backed by either heather-covered or barren
slopes interspersed by the grassy tops of cliffs.

Calbha Mor (58°17'N., 5°08'W.) and Calbha Beag
(58°17'N., 5°09'W.), adjacent islands, are separated by a chan-
nel with a depth of 11m in the fairway. Foul ground fringes
both islands. A shoal with a depth of 4.6m lies in the S en-
trance of the above channel, about 150m SW of Calbha Mor.

Ravens Rock (58°16'N., 5°09'W.) and Lachen Shoal
(58°16'N., 5°10'W.), above and below-water dangers, lie N of
the entrance fairway to Loch a’ Chairn Bhain. The N end of
Oldany Island, bearing 265° leads S of these dangers.

Bagh Chalbha (58°17'N., 5°08'W.) is formed by the N and
E sides of Calbha Mor and the mainland. A drying rock lies on
the shoals fringing the E side of Calbha Mor.

5.26 The Badcall Islands (58°18'N., 5°10'W.) consist of
an inner and outer group of grassy islands, with the former ex-
tending 1.5 miles SW from the entrance to Badcall Bay. The
latter group, lying 0.8 mile SW of the inner group, consists of
Meall Mor (58°18'N., 5°12'W.), Meall Beag (58°17'N.,
5°12'W.), and Sgeir a’ Chlaidheimh. Rocky shoals fringe all
the islands and constrict the passages between them.

Rubha Gisgil (58°19'N., 5°09'W.) is a mainland point locat-
ed at the inner end of the Badcall Islands and at the SE entrance
of Badcall Bay. A chain of islets, islands, and rocks extends
WSW from the point terminating in Dubh Sgeir (58°18'N.,
5°11'W.). Eilean Bhreitheimh (58°18'N., 5°11'W.) is a grassy
island lying close NW of Dubh Sgeir. An approach channel to
Badcall Bay is entered N of the island and S of Eilean Garbh
(58°19'N., 5°10'W.).

Badcall Bay (58°19'N., 5°09'W.), entered between Rubha
Gisgill and Farhead Point (58°19'N., 5°10'W.), is fringed by
rocks and shoals with depths of less than 3.7m which constrict
the channel to about 0.1 mile. Main Channel, leading to the
bay, is entered S of Meall Earca (58°19'N., 5°11'W.) and FEi-
lean Garbh. It is the deepest and widest of the channels.

Leopach Channel (58°19'N., 5°10'W.), leading SE of Far-
head Point, has a rock with a depth of 2.1m lying in the NW
entrance of the channel.

South Channel (58°19'N., 5°09'W.) is reported to be the
safest channel to use as the adjacent islands are easily identi-
fied. The least depth in the fairway, which is less than 150m
wide, is 7.8m. Pilotage can be performed by local fishermen
living in cottages on the NE shore of Leopach Channel.

5.27 Badcall (58°20'N., 5°09'W.), a village on the N shore

of the bay, has a small pier at which local vessels berth. An-
chorage can be taken, in a depth of 14m, mud and sand, in the
middle of the bay where there is swinging room of about 0.1
mile. Vessels approaching the anchorage should pass 0.1 mile
NW of Clansman Shoal (58°18'N., 5°10'W.) and NW of Sgeir
an Tairbh (58°19'N., 5°09'W.). After passing through South
Channel on a N course, vessels should proceed toward the an-
chorage with the summit of Ceannamhor (58°18'N., 5°10'W.)
bearing 236° astern and tangent to the SE side of Eilean Garbh.

Scourie Bay (58°21'N., 5°10'W.) is entered between Rubha
Shios (58°21'N., 5°11'W.), a coastal point, and Creag a’ Mhail
(58°22'N., 5°10'W.). Eilean a’ Bhuic, an islet, lies 0.2 mile NW
of Rubha Shios. The bay is open to the NW and is fronted by
rocky shoals and detached below-water rocks which constrict
the navigable fairway. Anchorage in the bay is not recommend-
ed.

The Sound of Handa to Loch Inchard

5.28 The Sound of Handa (58°22'N., 5°10'W.), the pas-
sage between the mainland and Handa Island, has a least width
of 0.2 mile, but the navigable channel is constricted by rocky
shoals extending SE from the island. Above and below-water
rocks and reefs lie in and near the fairway. Bodha Morair, the S
rock in the sound, lies 0.4 mile SSE of the E extremity of Han-
da Island. Local knowledge is required to transit the Sound of
Handa. The E side of the sound and the mainland N to Rubha
Ruadh (58°25'N., 5°09'W.) is formed of dark rugged rocks ris-
ing steeply as high hills.

Anchorage in favorable weather can be taken in Port of Tar-
bet (58°23'N., 5°09'W.), a small bight at the NE end of the
Sound of Handa. There are depths of 18 to 26m, mud, about
275m SE of the E end of FEilean an Aigeach (58°23'N,,
5°09'W.).

Vessels proceeding N through the sound en route to the an-
chorage should pass E of Bodha Morair, marked by tide rips.
When clear of this danger, vessels should steer NNE with the
summit of Eilean a’ Bhuic bearing 207° astern, which leads in-
to Port of Tarbet.

Handa Island (58°23'N., 5°11'W.) lies 0.2 mile offshore and
1 mile NNE of Creag a’ Mhail. The N and W sides of the is-
land are high and steep, with a gradual sloping toward the S
side. The island is a nature reserve. High cliffs of dark red and
brown sandstone serve as a bird rookery. Drying rocks and foul
ground extend 0.3 mile SW of the island and are marked by
breakers except during a calm sea. Tidal currents set NE and
SW in the area W of Handa Island.

5.29 Loch Laxford (58°24'N., 5°06'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha Ruadh (58°25'N., 5°09'W.), a low reddish-col-
ored point, and Ardmore Point (58°25'N., 5°07'W.), bold and
brownish-colored. Several islands and islets lying off the bold,
steep, indented shores of the loch diminish the width of the
channel leading SE to the head of the loch. Depths in the fair-
way of the loch decrease from 37m in the entrance to 11m
about 0.5 mile from its head, into which the River Laxford
flows.

There are three mountain peaks which are useful in clear
weather in determining the entrance of Loch Laxford: Ben
Stack (58°20'N., 4°57'W.), with a sharp, conical peak; Ben Ar-
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kle (58°22'N., 4°54'W.), with a round-topped summit almost
white in color; and Foinaven, the highest peak rising at the N
end of a ridge NNE of Ben Arkle.

Dubh Sgeirean (58°26'N., 5°08'W.) is a group of islets and
rocks lying in the approach to Loch Laxford. Bodha Druim
(58°25'N., 5°08'W.), a sunken rock, with a depth of 4.8m, lies
in the loch entrance. A tangent of 120° on the SW side of Ei-
lean an Eireannaich (58°24'N., 5°05'W.), leads SW of the dan-
gers of Ardmore Point. A chain of islets and rocks lying off the
SW side of the loch is closely contained within the 50m curve.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 11 to 13m, within the
entrance of Fanagmore Bay (58°24'N., 5°07'W.) and, in depths
of 18 to 22m, mud, within Bagh na Fionndalach Moire
(58°24'N., 5°05'W.). There is anchorage on the NE side of the
loch in Loch a’ Chadh-fi (§8°25'N., 5°04'W.), in depths up to
18m, mud. Small craft can anchor in Weaver’s Bay (58°23'N.,
5°04'W.), in depths of 5 to 9m. There is good anchorage, in
depths of 10 to 18m, in the fairway of Loch Laxford about 1
mile from its head, however NW gales create a slight swell in
the loch.

Loch Dughaill (58°25'N., 5°06'W.), N of Ardmore Point, is
open to the W and does not afford shelter or anchorage. Mari-
ners are cautioned not to mistake this loch for Loch Laxford.

Loch Inchard (58°27'N., 5°05'W.) is entered about 2 miles
NE of Loch Dughaill. The intervening coast is steep, rocky,
and backed by ranges of hills. Sgeirean Cruaidhe (58°26'N.,
5°07'W.), a group of islets and rocks, parallel this coast about
0.3 mile offshore. Although there is a deepwater passage at
least 0.2 mile wide between Dubh Sgeirean and Sgeirean Cru-
aidhe, transit is not recommended without local knowledge.

5.30 Eilean Dubh (58°27'N., 5°05'W.), the W extremity of
a peninsula, is also the S entrance point of Loch Inchard. Glas
Leac, two rocky islets connected by a drying reef, lie 150m
NW of Eilean Dubh.

Rubha na Leacaig (58°27'N., 5°04'W.), bold and reddish-
colored, is the N entrance point of Loch Inchard. The point is
also the W extremity of a rugged peninsula forming the S side
of Loch Clash (Loch na Claise) (58°28'N., 5°04'W.), from
which a light is shown. Loch Inchard is deep and clear of dan-
gers except for Bodha Ceann na Saile (58°27'N., 5°04'W.), a
reef with a depth of 3m, which in heavy seas is visible by the
attached heavy weeds. Loch Clash is easy of access and free of
dangers. The shores are rugged and steep-to. A T-head, con-
crete pier, with a depth of 2.7m alongside, is located at the SE
corner of the loch.

5.31 Loch Bervie (58°27'N., 5°03'W.), a shallow inlet off
the N side of Loch Inchard, is entered close E of Rubha nan
Eun. There is a drying bar in the loch entrance. Small vessels
remain afloat at LW in the loch, which affords anchorage. A di-
rectional light leads to the head of the loch. There is a least
depth of 2.7m on the directional light, which leads through the
fairway to the village of Kinlochbervie (58°27'N., 5°03'W.).
There is a width of only 20m between the shoals on each side
of the loch entrance. The narrow entrance is also marked by
two lighted beacons on its W side and a lighted beacon on its E
side. A pier, with a depth of 3.8m alongside, is located on the
SW side of the loch.

Loch Bervie is approached from W by aligning the S extrem-

ity of Rubha nan Eun (58°27'N., 5°03'W.), 098°, with the N
end of Rubha na Cloiche Lomaidh (58°27'N., 5°01'W.), a sa-
lient point. This alignment leads in the fairway N of Bogha
Ceann na Saile.

Anchorage in Loch Inchard can be taken in Achriesgill Bay
(58°26'N., 5°00'W.), in depths of 18 to 26m. Although good
anchorage is generally not available in Loch Inchard due to
constricted swinging space, the best anchorage is in mid-chan-
nel of Loch Inchard, about 0.8 mile from the head of the loch,
where there are depths of 14 to 18m.

Rubha na Leacaig to Cape Wrath

5.32 The coast between Rubha na Leacaig (58°27'N.,
5°04'W.) to Am Meall (58°29'N., 5°07'W.), a peninsula, con-
tains two bays with conspicuous, sandy beaches. Gently slop-
ing hills back the shores of the bays and rocky shoals lie as far
as 0.3 mile offshore.

Eilean an Roin Mor (58°29'N., 5°08'W.) is an island
marked by three high conspicuous hummocks. Between the is-
land and Rubha na Leacaig are several islets and numerous
above and below-water rocks. The shores NW of Loch Clash
are backed by steep high hills.

Rubh’ a Bhuachaille (58°32'N., 5°05'W.) is a minor point
at the N end of an unbroken stretch of cliffy coast. Dubh Sgeir
(58°29'N., 5°08'W.), a group of rocks and rocky islets, lies 0.5
mile offshore. The sea breaks over a 2m shoal lying 150m N of
the N islet of the group.

Am Balg (58°33'N., 5°07'W.), a detached rocky islet rising
steeply from the sea, is encircled by foul ground. This islet is a
breeding place for puffins and guillemots.

5.33 Sandwood Bay (58°33'N., 5°05'W.), on the NE side
of Rubh’ a Bhuachaille, has a broad sandy beach at the head of
the bay which is very conspicuous at LW. The coast from the
bay NNE to Cape Wrath consists partly of reddish vertical
cliffs indented by rugged coves. The only landing possible is in
Bay of Keisgaig (58°35'N., 5°01'W.).

Fishing Bank (58°32'N., 5°22'W.) lies 10 miles WSW of
Sandwood Bay and has general depths of 40 to 50m. A wreck,
having a depth of 40m, lies in the S extremity of the bank.

Cape Wrath (58°37'N., 5°00'W.), marked by a light, is de-
scribed in paragraph 7.3. The cape, a bold headland of cliffs
rises precipitously. During poor visibility, ships approaching
the cape from W should not close the coast in soundings of less
than 55m.

Tidal currents are shown on charts of the area.

About 7 miles NW of Cape Wrath, the currents set ENE and
WSW on the flood and ebb, respectively. An eddy sets N with
an ebb current along the coast S of the cape. The ENE current
forms an eddy close inshore of Cape Wrath. There is turbu-
lence off the cape where the main tidal currents and eddies
meet.

Harris and Lewis—East Coast

5.34 The E coast of Harris and Lewis present a barren,
rough and generally desolate appearance. The numerous points
marking inlets lochs and bays are not easily distinguished.
There are but few prominent features. A church at the S end of
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Harris, the lighted tower on Scalpay (57°01'N., 6°39'W.), the
light on Gob Rubh’ Uisenis (57°56'N., 6°28'W.), Kebock Head
(58°02'N., 6°22'W.), and the Eye Peninsula, about 10 miles
NNE of the head, are all salient features.

Landmarks include Beinn Mholach (58°15'N., 6°30'W.), the
highest of four distinct peaks visible from all directions, and
Muirneag (58°21'N., 6°18'W.), a 246m high and prominent
mountain which appears to have a flat double peak on some
bearings.

Depths are variable on the numerous banks lying in The
Minch. The northbound route passes over a least charted depth
of 35m in position 57°44'N., 6°18'W. There is a least depth of
30m on the recommended southbound navigational track in a
position 2.5 miles E of Scalpay (57°52'N., 6°40'W.), however,
detached shoals, (57°59'N., 6°22'W.), with a least charted
depth of 23.5m, lie up tp 2.2 miles offshore, inside the recom-
mended track.

The coast, generally steep-to, is closely fronted by the 20m
and 50m curves. The principal dangers are in detached rocks
and rocky patches lying in the lochs and their approaches.

Tidal currents along the E coasts of Harris and Lewis are
greatly effected by the wind, especially at neaps. The set is
generally NE and SW between the Sound of Harris and East
Loch Tarbert. Between Kebock Head (58°02'N., 6°22'W.) and
the Eye Peninsula, the tidal current sets NNE and SSW. Be-
tween the Butt of Lewis and Cape Wrath the prevailing SW
wind causes an ENE current to set across the entrance of North
Minch. During strong NE winds the current is reversed.

Renish Point to Rudha Bocaig

5.35 Renish Point (57°44'N., 6°58'W.), the S point of Har-
ris, appears from the offing as three rounded hummocks.

Roineabhal (57°46'N., 6°58'W.) is a prominent eminence N
of the point which attains an elevation of 458m.

Loch Rodel (57°44'N., 6°58'W.), a minor inlet, sheltered by
the islets of Vallay, Flodday and Corr Eilean, has a deepwater
entrance, but shoals extend off both sides of the inlet. South
gales raise a heavy sea in the loch. Duncan Rock, with a depth
of 0.6m, lies 0.3 mile N of Renish Point and 100m offshore. A
prominent house, with a conspicuous church standing on rising
ground above it, is located on the NE shore of the loch. An-
chorage can be taken, during offshore winds, in depths of 18 to
22m, about 0.5 mile within the loch entrance. A dark project-
ing point at the head of the loch, aligned 333° with Strondeval
(57°45'N., 6°59'W.), leads NE of Duncan Rock.

5.36 Loch Finsbay (57°46'N., 6°54'W.) is entered between
Finsbay Island and Rubha Quidnish (57°47'N., 6°52'W.), a
rocky steep-to point with a cave in it. The island is green-
topped and steep-to SE. Eilean Quidnish is the highest and
most peaked of several islets lying 0.2 mile SW of the point.
Above and below-water rocks lie NE and NW of Finsbay Is-
land.

Eilean Druim an Tolla (57°46'N., 6°54'W.) lies on the outer
edge of a rocky, drying reef. Entrance to the loch is effected by
passing close to Eilean Quidnish, avoiding the rocks off Fins-
bay Island. Loch Finsbay is the only loch along the E coast of
Harris which is considered safe to enter without local knowl-
edge, although it is difficult to distinguish in misty weather. A

hill, 61m high, with a sheer face E, bearing 305° and open N of
Eilean Druim an Tolla, leads into the loch as far as that islet
through an entrance channel at least 0.1 mile wide. Anchorage
can be taken, in a depth of 15m, in mid-channel NE of Eilean
Druim an Tolla, or 0.1 mile E of that islet. Small vessels find
sheltered anchorage, in a depth of 5m, mud, about 0.1 mile
NNW of the promontory at the head of the loch.

Loch Flodabay (57°47'N., 6°52'W.), an open bight encum-
bered with sunken rocks, is entered between Rubha Quidnish
and Aird Mhanais (57°47'N., 6°51'W.), a promontory having a
bare, rocky point with a cliffy SW side. Above and below-wa-
ter rocks lie as far as 0.3 mile E of the point. Anchorage shel-
tered from W gales, however, exposed to NE and E winds can
be taken in the entrance to the loch 0.5 mile NE of the extremi-
ty of Rubha Quidnish, in a depth of 49m.

A submarine cable, which crosses Little Minch to the Water-
nish Peninsula, is landed at Loch Gheocrab, lying N of Aird
Mhanais.

Loch Stockinish (57°49'N., 6°50'W.) is entered between
Aird Mhor (57°48'N., 6°51'W.) and Stockinish Island lying 0.5
mile E. Caolas Beag, the preferred channel, with a depth of
3.7m and a width of 27m, leads along the E side of the island.
Caolas Beag can be entered by steering a course of 339° for the
E end of Stockinish Island. Anchorage can be taken, in depths
of 16 to 22m, in mid-channel off Hard Rock. The anchorage is
reached by keeping close to the SW side of Caolas Beag and on
leaving the channel steer a course to pass 0.1 mile E of Am
Maoladh, keeping the channel open astern. The sheltered inner
part of the loch has a depth of 22m, mud.

Am Maoladh, a peninsula, is located midway along the W
side of the loch. Hard Rock, a drying rock, lies 0.8 mile NNW
of Am Maoladh.

5.37 Loch Grosebay (57°49'N., 6°46'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha Chluar (57°48'N., 6°48'W.) and the S end of
Reibinish, a peninsula 1.5 miles NE. Rubha Chluar, a rugged
point, is recognized from NE by a deep dark chasm near its
summit. Cairam, an islet, lies 0.7 mile NNE of Rubha Chluar.
Glas Sgeir, a smaller islet, lies close NW of Cairam. Sgeir a’
Chais (57°50'N., 6°47'W.), a group of above-water rocks, lies
0.2 mile from the head of the loch. Anchorage can be taken, in
a depth of 9m, mud, above Sgeir a Chais by passing about 0.3
mile NW of Glas Sgeir and then shaping a course to pass close
SW of Sgeir a’ Chais.

Loch na H-Uamha (57°49'N., 6°45'W.) lies adjacent to
Reibinish and is unsafe for anchorage. Loch Scadabay, a con-
stricted inlet entered about 0.4 mile NW of the entrance to
Loch na H-Uamha, affords anchorage, in a depth of 2.1m, to
small vessels.

East Loch Tarbert—QOuter Part

5.38 East Loch Tarbert (57°54'N., 6°48'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubha Bhocaig (57°50'N., 6°44'W.), the E extremity of
Reibinish, and Rubha Crago (57°53'N., 6°40'W.). The loch
contains numerous rocks throughout its length, but transit can
be accomplished during daylight hours. Terrain adjacent to the
loch is rocky, desolate and without vegetation. Bare hills rise to
mountains in the interior. Scalpay, an island, along with numer-
ous islets and rocks, lie in the entrance of the loch. Two naviga-
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Eilean Glas Light

ble channels lead into the loch N and SW of Scalpay.

The Sound of Scalpay (57°52'N., 6°41'W.), with depths of
15 to 29m, is free of dangers in the fairway and has a navigable
width of about 100m. A car ferry crosses the sound near its
mid-point. A submarine power cable, laid between Carnach
and a small bay 0.3 mile SSE, is marked at its landing places
by beacons. A pipeline is laid across the sound in a S direction
from position 57°53'N., 6°42'W.

A bridge, with a vertical clearance of 20m, crosses the
sound.

Elliot Rock, 0.2 mile SSW of Rubha Crago, consists of three
heads, the center having a swept depth of 2m and the NE hav-
ing a swept depth of 3.8m. A 4m rocky patch lies between El-
liot Rock and Scalpay. The N and S sides of the sound are
generally steep-to W of Elliot Rock.

5.39 Braigh Mor (57°51'N., 6°43'W.), the deep-water
channel SW of Scalpay, has an uneven muddy bottom inter-
spersed with rocks. Rubha Bhocaig (57°50'N., 6°44'W.), the
SW entrance point of the channel, is difficult to identify. Bogha
Bhocaig (57°50'N., 6°43'W.), above and below-water rocks, lie
0.4 mile ESE of the point. The highest peak of Scotasay
(57°53'N., 6°45'W.), bearing 339° and open E of The Gloraigs
(57°51'N., 6°44'W.), leads 0.3 mile E of Bogha Bocaig.

The Gloraigs, a group of islets and rocks, lies as far as 0.8
mile off the SW shore of the loch and within 0.2 mile of the en-
trance fairway. Eilean na Sgaite (57°50'N., 6°44'W.) is the S is-
let of the group, with Dun Corr Mor (57°51'N., 6°44'W.), a
peaked islet, lying less than 0.3 mile W of the fairway.

A light is shown from the N side of Dun Corr Mor. The
alignment of the SW coast of Sgeir Ghlas on a bearing of 153°
with Dun Corr Mor Light clears 0.1 mile ENE of Little Whit-
ing Rock. The white sector, 319°-329°, of Sgeir Ghlas Light
leads into Braigh Mor, but includes within the sector, three de-
tached shoals, the least depth being 3.8m lying 0.3 mile E of
Dun Corr Mor Light.

Scalpay (57°52'N., 6°40'W.), a large island lying in the en-
trance of East Loch Tarbert, rises to Beinn Scoravick near its E

end. Meall Challibost (57°51'N., 6°40'W.), a headland, is the S
extremity of the island.

Eilean Glas (57°51'N., 6°38'W.), a small steep-to rocky pen-
insula, forms the SE end of Scalpay. A light is shown from a
conspicuous tower standing on the summit of Eilean Glas. A

| racon and AIS are located at the light.

Sgeir Inoe (57°50'N., 6°33'W.), drying 2.4m, lies 3 miles
ESE of Eilean Glas. A rock, awash, lies on a narrow bank, with
a least depth of 0.3m, extending 0.3 mile SW of the drying
rock. The alignment, 034°, of Rubh’ Uisenis with Srianach, 4.5
miles NE, clears NW of Sgeir Inoe.

Between FEilean Glas, Sgeir Inoe, and the Shiant Islands
(57°54'N., 6°23'W.), the tidal currents usually set ENE and
SW. At neaps the current begins to set NNE, gradually turning
to an E set over a period of 8 hours 30 minutes.

There are several excellent anchorages inshore of The Glo-
raigs available to small vessels with local knowledge. Anchor-
age can be taken, in depths up to 24m, in South Harbor
(57°52'N., 6°42'W.), about 0.2 mile N and E of Hamarsay
(57°51'N., 6°42'W.).

East Loch Tarbert—Inner Part

5.40 Scotasay (57°53'N., 6°45'W.), an island covered with
heather, lies in the central part of East Loch Tarbert. The ap-
proach channels through Braigh Mor and the Sound of Scalpay
are joined N of Scotasay. A passage, with a least depth of
13.7m in the fairway, separates Scotasay from Stiughay
(57°52'N., 6°43'W.).

Sgeir Ghlas (57°52'N., 6°45'W.), an islet lying E of the fair-
way, is steep-to on its W side and is marked by a lighted tower.
Many of the numerous dangers encumbering the inner part of
the loch are covered by light sectors of Sgeir Ghlas Light.

The fairway through Braigh Mor leads W of Sgeir Braigh
Mor (57°51'N., 6°44'W.) and Sgeir Ghlas. Tidal currents set in
and out through Braigh Mor, round Scalpay and the adjacent
islands and set in and out of the Sound of Scalpay. Northwest
of Scotasay there are no currents.
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North Harbor (57°53'N., 6°42'W.), a bight at the NW end
of Scalpay, is a small fishing harbor with depths of 1.8 to 5.5m.
Scalpay House (57°52'N., 6°42'W.), with two chimneys, is a
conspicuous landmark at the head of the bight. A 54m long
pier at the SE corner of the harbor, has a depth of Im alongside
at its end. A light is shown from the pierhead. Two beacons
mark rocks lying off the pier.

Loch Ceann Dibig (57°53'N., 6°48'W.), a bay indenting the
coast W of Scotasay, is entered between Eilean Arderanish
(57°52'N., 6°47'W.) and Aird Diraclett (57°53'N., 6°47'W.), a
headland. Numerous drying rocks lie in and near the loch
which is entered from Braigh Mor by passing 0.1 mile N of Ei-
lean Arderanish and then keeping its N end aligned astern,
096°, with the S end of Scotasay. Anchorage can be taken in
Loch Ceann Dibig, in a depth of 15m, mud, about 0.3 mile
from the head of the loch.

5.41 Craobhag (57°54'N., 6°48'W.) is a conspicuous, ver-
tical cliff located at the S entrance of the harbor of East Loch
Tarbert. A beacon stands on the N end of the cliff. Rubha
Dubh, a steep-to promontory about 1 mile ENE of Craobhag,
forms the N side of the harbor entrance. Oban Rocks, drying,
lies 0.2 mile SE of Rubha Dubh. The Free Church (57°54'N.,
6°48'W.), bearing 289° and open S of Rubha Dubh, leads close
S of the rocks. There is a T-head pier located 150m W of the
church. A light is shown from the head of the pier. There are
small piers with a depth of 3m alongside at HW at Tarbert
(57°54'N., 6°49'W.), a village. Anchorage is preferred in mid-
channel at the head of the loch between Craobhag and Rubha
Dubh, in a depth of 16m, mud.

Loch Seaforth

5.42 Loch Seaforth (57°54'N., 6°40'W.), entered between
Rubha Crago (57°53'N., 6°40'W.) and Aird a’ Bhaigh
(57°55'N., 6°37'W.), a headland, is the longest loch in the Out-
er Hebrides and partly divides Harris from Lewis. The loch en-
trance is an open bay encumbered with several above and
below-water rocks. The desolate, rocky coast extending NE
from Rubha Crago is indented by several lochs, with conspicu-
ous mountain ranges rising in the interior. Toddun (57°56'N.,
6°44'W.) is a conical mountain prominent from the E.

Seaforth Island (58°00'N., 6°44'W.) lies in the fairway of
Loch Seaforth, with a clear channel E and W of the island. The
loch proper is deep and free of dangers as far as the island. The
channel E of the island has a least depth of 10.2m, the channel
W of the island, 5.9m. Anchorage can be obtained in the en-
trance with Rubha Bridog, bearing 345°, distant 1.2 miles, in a
depth of 28m, and with the same point bearing 334°, distant 0.5
mile, in a depth of 29m. Both positions are sheltered from N
and SW winds with good holding ground, in soft mud and bro-
ken shell.

Rubha Bridog (57°55'N., 6°39'W.), the E entrance point of
the loch proper, rises to a steep hill and appears as a cliff with a
bare point of rock extending from it. Between Rubha Bridog
and Ard Caol (57°55'N., 6°41'W.), at the W entrance, the loch
is 0.5 mile in width, but becomes constricted within 0.2 mile.
High, sheer cliffs, steep-to, form the sides of the loch. The
mountains backing the shores of the loch cause sudden, often
violent wind squalls.

Loch Trollamarig (57°55'N., 6°42'W.), entered S of Ard
Caol, is open and affords no shelter. There are islets, some
steep-to and others fringed by drying rocks, lying in the en-
trance of the loch and E to Rubha Bridog.

5.43 Loch Maaruig (57°57'N., 6°44'W.), on the W side of
Loch Seaforth, is entered between Maaruig Island, lying close
offshore, and a black, cliffy point forming the N entrance of the
loch. A rock lies about 100m SE of the island. There are least
depths of 12.8 in the loch. Landmarks include Aline Lodge
(58°00'N., 6°45'W.), and its adjacent buildings; and Kenmore
(57°58'N., 6°42'W.), a point topped by an isolated hill, which
is very conspicuous.

Upper Loch Seaforth, the shoal head of the loch, is very con-
stricted. Tidal currents are strong in the narrows leading to the
upper loch, although they are weak in the loch proper.

Anchorage can be taken about 0.1 mile off the S shore of
Loch Maaruig, just within the entrance. Small vessels can an-
chor, in depths up to 15m, S of Maaruig Island. A sheltered ba-
sin inside Maaruig Point, with a depth of 7m, mud, affords
mooring anchorage. Anchorage can be taken, in depths of 13 to
18m, between Seaforth Island and Aline Lodge. Vessels an-
choring in Loch Seaforth should pass 0.2 mile E of Sgeir an
Daimbh, an above-water rock lying almost 1 mile NNE of Rub-
ha Crago, and pass W of Sgeir Hal. A mid-channel course
leads through the loch proper.

Loch Claidh to Loch Shell—The Shiant Islands

5.44 Loch Claidh (57°55'N., 6°36'W.), entered between
Aird a Bhaigh and Rubha Bhalamuis Bhig (57°55'N.,
6°34'W.), is important only as a small vessel anchorage. The
shores of the loch are unindented, steep-to, and backed by hills
becoming mountainous near the head. A steep point, less than
0.8 mile within the entrance, is prominent, as is a high cliff ris-
ing at the SW head of the loch. Drying rocks lie as far as 0.5
mile WNW of Rubha Bhalamuis Bhig. Eilean Hingarstay
(57°56'N., 6°36'W.), an islet, lies 1.2 miles within the E en-
trance point.

Pender Rock (57°55'N., 6°36'W.) is the outermost of three
above and below-water rocks. Tidal currents raise turbulent
seas, dangerous to small vessels, in the vicinity of the rock.

Anchorage can be taken in the middle of Tob Smuaisibhig
(57°57'N., 6°37'W.), an inlet indenting the NE shore of the
loch, in a depth of 13m, shell, clay, and stones. South gales
raise a sea in the inlet.

5.45 Loch Bhrollum (57°56'N., 6°32'W.) is entered be-
tween Rubh’ a’ Bhaird (57°55'N., 6°32'W.), a low, sloping
point, and Rubha Bhrollum (57°56'N., 6°31'W.), a vertical
cliff. Drying rocks lie as far as 0.1 mile off the entrance point
and cliff. Anchorage may be obtained in the N part of the loch,
above Meall Mor, 1 mile NW of Rubha Bhrollum, in depths of
5 to 20m, clay. Both shores are clear of dangers in this area,
however, the loch is only 0.1 mile wide and open S.

Gob Rubh’ Uisenis (57°56'N., 6°28'W.), a smooth sloping
headland terminating in a rocky point, is in sharp contrast with
the coast extending N. A deep dark fissure near Gob Rubh’
Uisenis is prominent when viewed from the NE. The headland
and light tower standing on the point are reported to be good
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radar targets at a distance of 9 miles.

The Shiant Islands (57°54'N., 6°22'W.) consist of two is-
lands and several islets and rocks. Sheep are grazed on the is-
lands, but there are no permanent residents. The Sound of
Shiant (57°55'N., 6°27'W.), the passage separating the islands
from the coast NW, has a least depth of 23.5m, with an uneven
bottom.

5.46 Eilean an Tighe (57°53'N., 6°21'W.), the S part of
the largest island of the group, is connected by a low, narrow
neck of gravel with Garbh Eilean (57°54'N., 6°21'W.), the
highest, N part of the island. Eilean an Tighe has precipitous
cliffs on its E side. A chain of above-water detached islets and
rocks extends 1.2 miles W from the NW end of Garbh Filean.

Eilean Mhuire (57°54'N., 6°20'W.) is an islet terminating S
in an above-water rock. Drying reef flats extend 0.2 mile S and
W of the islet, and shoals lie SE as far as 1.5 miles.

Shiant South Rock (57°51'N., 6°25'W.) is steep-to with a
depth of Sm.

Shiant East Bank (57°54'N., 6°07'W.), an extensive fishing
ground, has a least depth of 20.4m, lying 11 miles NW of Rub-
ha Reidh.

Between Gob Rubh’ Uisenis and the Shiant Islands, the tidal
current sets NE and SW. Heavy tide rips occur NE of the banks
in the vicinity of the Shiant Islands and the Sound of Shiant,
where strong NE winds and tidal currents provide a dangerous
situation for small vessels. Northeasterly weather conditions
cause the normal SW current to have a S set. The Shiant Is-
lands, lying across the direction of the tidal currents, cause ed-
dies to form. East of the islands the tidal currents set S, turning
W and WSW, and joining the main current through Little
Minch after clearing the islands. Heavy tide rips occur 1 mile
SE of the S islands during the E and ENE tidal current, espe-
cially during spring tides. South and SW winds raise the high-
est tides in Little Minch. Generally, in moderate weather, if the
flood tide is higher than normal, a S or SW gale can be expect-
ed. Northeast gales bring the heaviest swell, but SW gales raise
arough sea.

Anchorage can temporarily be taken during the summer, in a
depth of 16m, hard sand, between the two Shiant Islands, with
the gravel neck joining the islands bearing 250°, distant 0.2
mile. This berth is open to SE and SW winds, with SW gales
raising a heavy swell.

Loch Shell to Loch Erisort

5.47 Rubha Ailltenish (57°59'N., 6°27'W.) is the S en-
trance point of Loch Shell (58°00'N., 6°27'W.). The coast S is
fronted by high, steep cliffs and the point is nearly joined SSE
at LW to Sgeir Ailltenish, a low islet that is rarely submerged.

Srianach (58°00'N., 6°23'W.), a headland, marks the N en-
trance of the loch which has depths of 20 to 27m in the princi-
pal fairway. Srianach is steep-to, rugged and precipitous, with a
sheer face W. The S shore of Loch Shell is high and steep and
the N side is indented by Tob Lemreway (58°01'N., 6°26'W.)
and Tob Eishken (58°01'N., 6°31'W.). Eilean Iubhard
(58°00'N., 6°26'W.), a high steep-to island, lies in the loch en-
trance.

5.48 Caolas a Ibath (58°00'N., 6°25'W.) is the passage N
and NE of Eilean Iubhard. The W entrance is constricted and

rock-encumbered. Sgeir Fhraoich (58°00'N., 6°26'W.), a rock,
lies in the middle of this entrance. Rubha Buidhe (58°00'N.,
6°27'W.) is a promontory with slopes falling to the water’s
edge.

Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 11m, about 1.5 miles
NW of Srianach, where a bight allows 0.1 mile of swinging
room. Larger vessels can anchor close E of Sgeir Fhraoich in a
depth of 20m, stiff mud. West gales cause violent squalls at this
anchorage. The preferred anchorage, sheltered from all gales,
lies close within the entrance of Tob Eishken in a depth of 33m,
stiff mud, with the lodge at the head of the inlet bearing 337°,
distant 0.7 mile. Anchorage can also be taken, in a depth of 9m,
about 0.5 mile from the head of Loch Shell.

Gob na Milaid (58°01'N., 6°22'W.), located 1.2 miles NNE
of Srianach, is the S extremity of Kebock Head. A light is
shown from a white tower on Gob na Milaid and a waterfall on
a cliff nearby is conspicuous.

Kebock Head (58°02'N., 6°22'W.) is the N end of a bold
headland formed of high, vertical cliffs ending at Creag Mor
(58°02'N., 6°22'W.). A drying rock lies close N of the head.

5.49 Loch Odhairn (58°03'N., 6°23'W.) is deep and free
of dangers in mid-channel. On a NE approach, the loch is iden-
tifiable by the abrupt change in the lay of the land at Creag
Mor. Within the entrance, the terrain forming the sides of the
loch is bold and steep, sloping gradually as the head is ap-
proached. Cottages stand amidst cultivated land at Gravir
(58°03'N., 6°26'W.), a village at the head of the loch. Anchor-
age can be taken, in a depth of 24m, mud, in the middle of the
loch. Small vessels can find sheltered anchorage, in depths up
to 9m abeam a conspicuous ravine. Squalls are prevalent
during SW gales.

Rubha Stanngraidh (58°07'N., 6°24'W.), a coastal point
terminating in a cliffy hillock, rises inland to a high double-
peaked hill. The coast from Loch Odhairn to Rubha Stann-
graidh is high and steep-to. Several islets and small islands
fringe the coast in the vicinity of Rubha Stanngraidh. Included
are Eilean Thoraidh (58°06'N., 6°22'W.) and Eilean Rosaidh,
lying 0.2 mile N, with a steep cliff along its E side. Owen
Shoal, with a least depth of 6.8m, lies ENE of Eilean Rosaidh.

Loch Erisort to Stornoway Harbor

5.50 Loch Erisort (58°07'N., 6°24'W.) is entered between
Rubha Stanngraidh and Raerinish Point (58°08'N., 6°22'W.).
Stanngraidh, a steep-to islet, lies close N of Rubha Stanngraidh
to which it is connected by a drying reef. The E side of the
headland is broken, cliffy, cavernous, and steep-to. Braigh an
Stac, the SE extremity of the headland, consists of a vertical
cliff and high mound. Stac, a flat-topped islet, lies close S. A
knoll of bare rock rising 0.2 mile NW of Stac is conspicuous
on a SE approach. A shoal, The Carranoch, with a depth of
29.5m, lies approximately 1 mile E of Stac.

Tabhaidh Mhor (58°07'N., 6°23'W.), an island with sloping
banks and low cliffs, lies in the entrance of Loch Erisort. The
island is steep-to except on its S side. A drying rock lies 150m
S, and Tabhaidh Bheag, a rock steep-to on its N side, lies close
W of Tabhaidh Mhor. A light is shown from the N side of
Tabhaidh Bheag. The entrance channels N and S of Tabhaidh
Mhor, leading into Loch Erisort, are about 0.5 mile in width,
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unencumbered and deep as far as Bones Rock (58°07'N.,
6°24'W.), with a depth of 4.1m lying in the fairway N of Rubha
Stanngraidh. The loch W of Bones Rock becomes constricted
and encumbered with rocks that are visible at LW.

Caution.—A rock, with a depth of 3.5m, lies about 0.4 mile
NE of Tabhaidh Mhor.

5.51 Eilean Chaluim Chille (58°06'N., 6°26'W.) is an is-
land joined to the S side of the loch by a drying reef.

A mid-channel course can be steered through Loch Erisort in
a depth of 10m until near the head of the loch, where the shores
close in and the depths decrease. Local knowledge is neces-
sary.

Tob Cromore (58°06'N., 6°25'W.), a basin in a cove, has
depths of 1.5 to 5m, clay, and is an excellent boat harbor. Loch
Leurbost (58°08'N., 6°25'W.) is a N branch of Loch Erisort.
Crossbost Church, within Loch Leurbost, is prominent.

Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to 16m, mud, in Cro-
more Anchorage, adjacent to Tob Cromore and about 275m off
the S shore. There is anchorage, in depths of 13 to 18m, about
3 miles WSW of Eilean Chaluim Chille. Loch Leurbost affords
tenable anchorage in a depth of 13m, mud, about 0.7 mile in-
side the entrance and opposite Crossbost Church. Cromore An-
chorage can be approached by passing between Stanngraidh
and Bones Rock, or by-passing N of Tabhaidh Mhor and S of
Tannaraidh, a steep-to double-peaked island. The SW side of
Tannaraidh, aligned 312° with Crossbost Church (58°08'N.,
6°25'W.) leads close SW of Bones Rock, and course can then
be changed SW for the village of Cromore.

Loch Leurbost is entered by passing W of Tannaraidh
(58°07'N., 6°25'W.). Loch Grimshader (58°09'N., 6°22'W.), a
narrow inlet, is entered close N of Aird Raerinish (58°08'N.,
6°22'W.), the blunt peninsula backing the point. The S entrance
point of the loch is a cliffy head. An unusual rock, which re-
sembles a lion’s head, appears on the edge of a cliff at the S
side of the entrance. The loch has a least depth of 2.2m in the
fairway. Foul ground extends off the N entrance point and a
drying rock lies in the fairway. An overhead cable with a verti-
cal clearance of 12m, crosses the channel between the head of
Loch Grimshader and Loch Beag.

Rubha Hurnavay (58°09'N., 6°22'W.) and Arnish Point
(58°11'N., 6°22'W.) are two points located along a coast that is
precipitous and steep-to. Prominent hills rise inland. A con-
spicuous stone beacon stands atop a hill (58°11'N., 6°23'W.)
SW of Arnish Point. Anchorage can be taken, in depths up to
13m, about 0.2 mile from the head of the loch.

Stornoway Harbor and Approaches

5.52 Stornoway is approached from SE between Rubha
Hurnavay and Chicken Head (58°11'N., 6°15'W.), a steep-to
point at the S extremity of the Eye Peninsula (58°13'N.,
6°11'W.). The peninsula is connected at its W end to Lewis by
a low isthmus. The low peninsula and isthmus appear as an is-
land from the offing. Chicken Rock, a drying rock, marked by
a beacon, lies 0.3 mile SW of Chicken Head.

Stornoway is the chief town of the Outer Hebrides. Its build-
ings SW of Arnish Point (58°11'N., 6°22'W.) are the most con-
spicuous objects when approaching the harbor.

Branahuie Bay (58°12'N., 6°18'W.), open S, recedes 1.5
miles between Chicken Head and Holm Point (58°11'N.,
6°21'W.). The narrow gravel isthmus connecting the Eye Pen-
insula with Lewis is located at the head of the bay. Depths of
27m and greater, in the bay entrance, diminish to its head. An-
chorage is considered unsafe in the bay. A military fuel pier,
which can accommodate vessels with a maximum draft of 7m,
extends from Gob Shilldinish, on the W side of the bay.

Holm Island (58°11'N., 6°20'W.), connected to the shore by
a drying reef, lies 0.5 mile E of Holm Point. FEilean nan Uan
lies on the outer edge of foul ground 1 mile E of Holm Point.

5.53 Stornoway Harbor (58°11'N., 6°22'W.) (World Port
Index No. 33020) is entered between Arnish Point (58°11'N.,
6°22'W.) and Holm Point (58°11'N., 6°21'W.). The depths in
the harbor and its convenient location, are assets making the
harbor the most important in The Hebrides. Although the hold-
ing ground in the inner part of the harbor is indifferent, vessels
frequently seek shelter in the harbor from W gales. The port is
also a supply center for oil exploration.

Stornoway Home Page

http://www.stornowayportauthority.com

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise about 4.1m at springs and
1.7m at neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—There is a least depth of 12m in the
harbor entrance, with depths decreasing to less than 3.7m near
the head of the harbor. The fairway leading into the harbor and
to an anchorage SW of Eilean na Gobhair (58°12'N., 6°23'W.)
has a least depth of 6.5m._

Stornoway—Berth Information

Berth Length Allz fllg);lilde Rnggcle Remarks
No. 1 Pier (East) 130m 1.0m 1.0-7.0m | Fast ferries, bunkers, and general cargo.
No. 1 Pier (West) 128m 4.5m 4.5-7.6m Cruise vessels, ro-ro/lo-lo, and bunkers.
No. 2 Pier (East) 103m 1.0m 1.0-4.5m Aviation fuel, clean products, dirty products, and bunkers.
No. 2 Jetty — 1.0m 1.0-4.5m | Closed.
No. 3 Pier (East) 126m — 6.1m Cruise vessels and bunkers. Maximum loa of 156m.
No. 3 Pier (West) 126m — 6.0m Fast ferries, ro-pax, and bunkers.
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For berthing information see the table titled Stornoway—
Berth Information.

Aspect.—Three sector lights lead into the harbor. The first is
Sandwick Bay Light, showing a white sector from 341°-347°.
The second is River Creed Light, showing a white sector from
282°-290°. The final sector light, showing a white sector from
325°-352°, is shown from the SW corner of No. 1 Pier.

The square stone turreted War Memorial on the summit of
Cnoc nan Uan 2 miles NNW of Arnish Point is conspicuous.
Three chimneys at the power station on Inaclete Point are con-
spicuous. Lews Castle College at the head of the harbor is a
gothic structure with three towers. Situated on rising ground
the college is visible over the town from seaward and is con-
spicuous. High Martins Church Spire, 0.3 mile SE of Lews
Castle College, is prominent.

Inaclete Point (58°12'N., 6°22'W.), a promontory, is located
midway along the NE side of the harbor. Foul ground and dry-
ing reefs fringe the shores SE and NW of the point.

Eilean na Gobhair (58°12'N., 6°23'W.), an island lying on a
reef, is joined to Inaclete Point by a causeway and to the shore
N by a drying gravel spit. A lighted beacon marks the SE end
of Inaclete Point.

Mol Sandwick (58°12'N., 6°22'W.) is a shallow bay afford-
ing no anchorage.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for vessels carrying dan-
gerous cargo in bulk, vessels engaged in towing, vessels re-
stricted in their ability to maneuver, and passenger vessels over
5,000 gt. Pilotage is compulsory for the following vessels navi-
gating anywhere within the harbor N of a line through
58°11'3"N including Glumaig Harbor:

1. Vessels of 60m or more loa without an operational
bow thruster unit.

2. Vessels of 75m or more loa.

3. Vessels carrying on board dangerous goods in bulk.

4. A vessel towing another vessel or where the overall
length of all vessels and the tow line between them exceeds
the respective lengths of 47.5m.

5. Any vessel which in the opinion of the harbormaster
is restricted in any way from its normal mode of operation so
as to present a potential hazard to the safety of navigation
within the harbor.

6. Any vessel over 30m loa carrying 12 or more passen-
gers.

Pilotage is not compulsory for the following vessels:

1. Vessels of less than 20m loa or pushing vessels of less
than 47.5m loa.

2. United Kingdom warships and other vessels in the
long-term service of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency,
the Northern Lighthouse Board, Marine Scotland and UK
Border Force vessels engaged in performing their statutory
duties or other operations in support of these statutory duties.
Pilotage is available 24 hours on request to the harbormaster.

If requesting a pilot, send the vessel’s ETA 24 hours in ad-
vance, with a confirmation sent 2 hours in advance. Pilots
board in the following positions:

1. Inner—position 58°11226.4"N, 6°21'45.0"W.

2. Outer—position 58°10'36.0"N, 6°21'00.0"W.
Regulations.—Vessels arriving or departing the harbor must

contact Port Control on VHF channel 12 and request permis-
sion prior to movement. Vessels should also maintain a listen-

ing watch on VHF channel 12.
Contact Information.—See the table titled Stornoway—
Contact Information.

Stornoway—Contact Information
Port Authority
Telephone | 44-1851-702-688
Facsimile 44-1851-705-714
E-mail sypa@stornowayport.com
Web site http://www.stornowayportauthority.com
Harbormaster
VHF VHEF channels 12 and 16
E-mail harbourmaster @stornowayport.com
5.54 Arnish Point (58°11'N., 6°22'W.) is marked by a

lighted white tower. A conspicuous water tower stands about
0.6 mile WSW of the point.

Reef Rock, a drying reef extending 0.1 mile N of Arnish
Point, is marked by a lighted buoy moored close E of its ex-
tremity. Drying rocks, marked close N by a beacon, extend al-
most 0.1 mile N of the point.

Glumaig Harbor (58°11'N., 6°23'W.), indenting the shore
W of the Arnish Peninsula, has depths exceeding 9m and is the
quarantine anchorage. The bold coast extending from the W
entrance of the harbor to the head of Stornoway Harbor is
fringed by rocky, partly drying foul ground. There is an oil rig
fabrication base at the S end of Glumaig Harbor. The complex
includes two tidal docks and a number of conspicuous build-
ings.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 14m,
midway between Eilean na Gobhail and a salient point about
0.4 mile SSW. Glumaig Harbor affords good anchorage, in a
depth of 12m, with the factory at the head of the harbor bearing
172° and Seid Rocks bearing 055°.

Caution.—Seiches, attaining heights of 0.5m and occurring
when a low pressure area passes through the harbor, may last
for 20 to 25 minutes.

Stornoway Harbor to the Butt of Lewis

5.55 Rubha na Strianaich (58°11'N., 6°13'W.) is the SE
point of the Eye Peninsula. The coast between Chicken Head
and the point is rocky, has cliffs and is generally steep-to. A
conspicuous above-water rock lies offshore midway along this
stretch of coast.

Bayble Bay (58°12'N., 6°12'W.) affords protection from W
winds. A concrete pier at the head of this small, open bight has
a depth of 3.7m alongside its head at HW. Fishing vessels fre-
quently use the pier.

Tiumpan Head (58°16'N., 6°08'W.), the steep-to NE ex-
tremity of the Eye Peninsula, rises to a prominent hill, easily
visible from S or SW, but difficult to distinguish from E be-
cause of the higher terrain in the interior. A light is shown from
a white tower standing on the head.

Broad Bay (58°17'N., 6°11'W.) is entered between Tiumpan
Head and Tolsta Head (58°21'N., 6°10'W.). The bay is open to
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Tiumpan Head Light

E and NE winds, which raise a heavy sea. Depths of 24 to 29m
in the entrance decrease to less than 9m, about 1.5 miles from
the head of the bay.

Mclver Rock (58°15'N., 6°15'W.), steep-to and drying, lies
in the middle of the bay. A ridge, with a least depth of 9.8m,
extends about 275m N from the rock. Tolsta Head, high, con-
spicuous and steep-to, has a sheer cliffy face on its E side. Cre-
ag Fhraoch (58°18'N., 6°15'W.), a cliff, is a salient feature.

Tides—Currents.—The currents off the bay entrance and N
along the coast set generally N and S. Part of the S current
from the Butt of Lewis sets along the E side of the Eye Penin-
sula. Another part, inshore, sets S along the coast, dividing at
Creag Fhraoch, one part skirting the shores of Broad Bay, the
other setting toward Tiumpan Head and joining the current
along the Eye Peninsula. With strong N winds, the S currents
have a greater velocity and run longer than in fair weather,
while strong S winds have an opposite effect.

Anchorage.—Anchorage can be taken 1 mile SW of Mclver
Rock, in a depth of 11m, or 1 mile NE of the rock, in a depth of
20m. Shelter can be obtained 0.4 mile offshore in the bight SE
of the rock, in a depth of 13m.

Caution.—With NE and prolonged E winds, a heavy sea
soon develops in the bay.

5.56 Rubh’ an t Seileir (58°25'N., 6°10'W.) is a point lo-
cated at the entrance of a broad, open bight. The SW side of

this bight contains a large sandbank which is a good landmark
in thick weather. Sloping banks and sheer cliffs with caves
form the N side of the bight.

Cellar Head (58°26'N., 6°10'W.) consists of sheer cliffs and
several sloping points backed by high terrain. The coast N to
Meall Geal (58°28'N., 6°11'W.) is formed by gravel bays sepa-
rated by rocky points backed by low cliffs. Meall Geal termi-
nates N in a peculiar peak which falls as a sheer cliff on its N
side and slopes SE to a point.

Berie (58°30'N., 6°13'W.) is the N entrance point of a sandy
cove, free of dangers, which contains a drying boat harbor.
Fishing vessels enter the harbor after half flood. Port of Ness, a
fishing hamlet, is located at the boat harbor.

Port Sto (58°31'N., 6°15'W.), a sandy cove with a drying
head, is also a fishing harbor.

The Butt of Lewis (58°31'N., 6°15'W.) is described in para-
graph 6.38.

The Minch is a general name given to the channels separat-
ing the Outer and Inner Hebrides from the Scottish mainland.
Little Minch is the water area bound N by an imaginary line
extending from Lewis, S through the Shiant Islands to the N
extremity of Skye.

The S limits lie between Usinish and Neist Point. North
Minch, with a least width of 20 miles, extends NE of Little
Minch and between Lewis and the mainland of Scotland.
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SECTOR 6

WEST COAST—THE HEBRIDES

Plan.—This sector describes the W side of the Hebrides.
The descriptive sequence is from S to N.

General Remarks

6.1 The Hebrides (Western Isles), formed by two groups
of islands, lie between the parallels of 56°45'N and 58°30'N,
and the meridians of 5°26'W and 8°40'W. The Outer Hebrides
lie W of the N part of Scotland, being divided from it by the
Sea of the Hebrides and The Minch. This group extends 113
miles NNE from Barra Head to the Butt of Lewis. Except at the
S extremity, the only navigable channels leading between these
islands are the Sound of Barra and the Sound of Harris. The is-
lands are comparatively low, being mostly less than 150m high.
They consist primarily of bleak stretches of bog or moorland,
interspersed with numerous lakes and inlets of the sea, and by
ranges of hills in Barra, South Uist, and Harris.

The fundamental rock of The Hebrides generally is gneiss,
traversed by veins of granite and trap. The soil is bog and var-
ies up to 6m in depth. On the W side, blown shells and sand
mix with the bog and produces good pasture land. With the ex-
ception of a portion of the N part of Lewis and a few small
patches on the other islands, the E coasts are bleak and mostly
sterile.

Tides—Currents.—The tidal currents along the W side of
The Outer Hebrides are somewhat uncertain in direction, but
may be expected to set NE during the rising tide and SW
during the falling tide. These currents are generally weak, but
their rates increase off the salient points along the coast and in
some of the passages lying between The Hebrides and the off-
lying islands. Generally, they attain rates of 1.5 to 2 knots at
springs.

Except in the Sound of Causamul (57°N., 7°33'W.) and off
parts of the W coast of North Uist (57°36'N., 7°19'W.), the tid-
al currents may be expected to set NE along the W side of The
Outer Hebrides from about 3 hours 45 minutes after HW at Do-
ver until 2 hours 15 minutes before the following HW at Dover.
They set SW during the remainder of the cycle. Inshore along
the W coast of North Uist and in the Sound of Causamul, the
tidal currents turn about 1 hour 30 minutes earlier than those
along the rest of the W side of The Outer Hebrides. They set N,
parallel to the shore, from 2 hours 15 minutes after HW at Do-
ver until 3 hours 45 minutes before the following HW at Dover
and S, parallel to the shore, during the remainder of the cycle.

In contrast with the simultaneous change in direction of the
tidal currents along the W side of The Outer Hebrides, the tidal
currents along the E side of the islands change direction pro-
gressively N along the coast. Along the E side of The Outer
Hebrides, the tidal currents off the S islands change direction
about 4 hours before those off Lewis, the N most island of the
group, the time differences varying proportionately between
these extremities. Off the E side of the S islands, the tidal cur-
rents set NE from 1 hour after HW at Dover until 5 hours 45
minutes before the following HW at Dover. They set SW

during the remainder of the cycle. Off the E side of Lewis, the
currents set NE from 5 hours after HW at Dover until about 1
hour before the following HW at Dover. They set SW during
the remainder of the cycle.

The current setting E to the S of Berneray runs for about 4
hours, from 2 hours after HW at Dover until 5 hours before the
following HW at Dover. At the beginning, this current sets SE,
but it shifts to E and finally sets NE. Generally, it attains a rate
of slightly greater than 2 knots. Tide rips are reported to occur
to the SE of Berneray. The current setting W runs for 7 or 8
hours, from about 5 hours 30 minutes before until about 2
hours after HW at Dover. It attains a lesser rate than that of the
E current.

The tidal currents in the Sound of Berneray (56°48'N.,
7°38'W.) follow the same chronological sequence as those to
the S of the island of Berneray. Generally, these currents attain
rates of 2.5 knots at springs. When an E wind blows with the E
current, a dangerous sea develops in the E part of this sound.

The tidal currents set E through the Sound of Mingulay
(56°50'N., 7°37'W.) from about 1 hour after to 6 hours after
HW at Dover. They set W from about 5 hours 30 minutes be-
fore to 30 minutes after HW at Dover. The E current attains a
rate of 3 knots at springs and causes heavy tide rips to extend
up to 0.3 mile from the N extremity of Mingulay (56°49'N.,
7°39'W.). The W current attains a rate of 2 to 2.5 knots at
springs. The E current turns S along the E side of Mingulay
and joins the current setting through the Sound of Berneray.
Whirlpools and rips occur in the area where these currents
meet.

In the middle of the Sound of Pabbay (56°52'N., 7°33'W.),
the tidal currents set E from 1 hour after to 6 hours after HW at
Dover. They set W from 5 hours 30 minutes before to 30 min-
utes after HW at Dover. Close inshore, the currents turn 3
hours earlier. The E current attains a rate of 3.5 to 4 knots at
springs and about half that rate at neaps. It is strongest between
its first and third hours. The W current usually attains a rate of
0.8 knot at springs.

The tidal currents in the Sound of Sandray (56°54'N.,
7°31'W.) are similar to those in the Sound of Mingulay and
change direction about the same times.

The flood current sets E and the ebb current sets W through
Vatersay Sound (56°57'N., 7°32'W.) and in the E approach to
Castle Bay (56°57'N., 7°29'W.). However, the flood current
sets into and the ebb current sets out of the bay itself. The tidal
currents in Vatersay Sound are similar to those in the Sound of
Mingulay and change direction at about the same times.

The flood current sets into both the E and W entrances of the
Sound of Barra (57°04'N., 7°22'W.) and the ebb current sets
out of both entrances. Generally, there is no tidal current in Oi-
tir Mhor (57°02'N., 7°21'W.). The tidal current sets SE into the
W entrance and NW into the E entrance from 1 hour 15 min-
utes after HW at Dover to 4 hours 45 minutes before the fol-
lowing HW at Dover. They set in the opposite directions for
The Obbe the remainder of the cycle. The tidal currents setting
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in the Sound of Hellisay (57°00'N., 7°21'W.) and the Sound of
Eriskay (57°05'N., 7°16'W.) are similar.

In Drover Channel (57°04'N., 7°22'W.), where the currents
attain rates of 3 to 4 knots, the SE current has a strong tendency
to set vessels toward the foul ground lying N and NW of Fuday
(57°03'N., 7°23'W.) and the NW current has a strong tendency
to set vessels toward Drover Rocks (57°04'N., 7°23'W.).

The tidal currents must be carefully considered when navi-
gating the Sound of Barra, in the vicinity of the Heisker Islands
(5§7°31'N., 7°38'W.), in the Sound of Monach (57°33'N.,
7°33'W.), and in the Sound of Causamul.

The tidal currents in the Sound of Monach are the same as
those along the rest of the W side of The Outer Hebrides. They
set NNE through the sound from 3 hours 45 minutes after HW
at Dover until 2 hours 15 minutes before the following HW at
Dover and SSW through the sound during the remainder of the
cycle. Generally, these currents attain a rate of 2 knots at
springs.

Closer inshore and in the Sound of Causamul, the tidal cur-
rents turn about 1 hour 30 minutes earlier than those along the
rest of the coast. They set N, parallel to the shore, from 2 hours
15 minutes after HW at Dover until 3 hours 45 minutes before
the following HW at Dover and S, parallel to the shore, during
the remainder of the cycle. After passing through the Sound of
Causamul, the N current turns NE to set along the NW coast of
North Uist and the S current turns SE to set along the SW coast
of the island and toward the islet of Baleshare. This latter cur-
rent passes to the E of the Sound of Monach.

The tidal currents in the vicinity of Haskeir Island (57°42'N.,
7°41'W.) set NE from 4 hours after HW at Dover to 2 hours be-
fore the following HW at Dover and SW during the remainder
of the cycle. Along the N coast of North Uist and in the passag-
es leading between the islands that lie to the N, the tidal cur-
rents set E from 1 hour 30 minutes after HW at Dover until 5
hours before the following HW at Dover. They set W during
the remainder of the cycle.

The tidal currents set strongly through the Sound of Berner-
ay and attain rates of 2.5 knots at springs. In the Sound of Shil-
lay (57°31'N., 7°41'W.), the tidal currents attain rates of 1 knot
at springs. In the NE part of the Sound of Harris (57°43'N.,
7°06'W.), the tidal currents in the narrow parts of the navigable
channels attain rates of 5 knots at springs and not much less at
neaps. In the open parts of these channels, the currents do not
exceed a rate of 2.5 knots. These currents do not appear to be
much influenced by the wind.

The tidal currents set NW through the islands of the Herme-
tray Group (57°40'N., 7°04'W.) from 2 hours 15 minutes after
HW at Dover until 3 hours 45 minutes before the following
HW at Dover. They set SE through the group from 3 hours 45
minutes before until 2 hours 15 minutes after HW at Dover.
These tidal currents attain rates of 3 knots at springs in some of
the narrow parts of the channels.

Between Toe Head (57°50'N., 7°08'W.) and Gallan Head
(58°15'N., 7°02'W.), the tidal currents are weak except near
Gasker (57°59'N., 7°17'W.), where they occasionally attain a
rate of 2 knots. Between Loch Roag (58°13'N., 6°50'W.) and
the Butt of Lewis (58°31'N., 6°15'W.), the tidal currents set NE
along the coast from 3 hours after HW at Dover until 2 hours
15 minutes before the following HW at Dover. They set SW
from 2 hours 15 minutes before HW until 3 hours 45 minutes

after HW at Dover. Both the NE and SW currents attain rates of
1.5 knots at springs. Farther offshore, the tidal currents are rota-
tory in character.

Near the Butt of Lewis, the tidal currents close inshore attain
rates of 4 to 5 knots at springs. At a position about 1 mile N of
the Butt of Lewis, their rates are reduced to about 3 knots at
springs. The flood current sets NE and gradually veers to ENE
from about 3 hours 30 minutes after HW at Dover until 2 hours
30 minutes before the following HW at Dover. The ebb current
sets between WNW and NW from about 2 hours 15 minutes
before HW until 3 hours 15 minutes after HW at Dover.

In the Sound of Taransay (57°53'N., 6°56'W.), the flood cur-
rent sets E and N and the ebb current sets S and W. However,
both of these currents are weak. The tidal currents are not per-
ceptible in West Loch Tarbert (57°55'N., 6°53'W.), in Loch Re-
sort (58°03'N., 7°00'W.), in Loch Tealasavay (58°03'N.,
7°03'W.), and in Loch Tamanavay (58°04'N., 7°03'W.).

At a position about 1 mile W of Scarp (58°02'N., 7°08'W.),
the flood current sets NNW and attains a rate of 0.8 knot at
springs. Outside the entrances to West Loch Roag (58°13'N.,
6°53'W.) and East Loch Roag (58°14'N., 6°47'W.), the tidal
currents set E from 3 hours 45 minutes after HW until 2 hours
15 minutes before the following HW at Dover and W for the
remainder of the cycle. These currents do not attain rates of
more than 1 knot at springs and are mostly insignificant inside
the lochs.

At a position about 6 miles SW of Sula Sgeir (59°06'N.,
6°09'W.), the tidal currents set in a SE direction from 6 hours
before until HW at Dover and in a NW direction for the re-
mainder of the cycle. These currents attain rates of 1 knot at
springs.

At a position about 9 miles E of Rona (59°07'N., 5°50'W.),
the tidal currents set E from 6 hours before HW until the time
of HW at Dover and W for the remainder of the cycle. They at-
tain rates of 0.5 knot.

Deep Water (DW) Route.—An IMO-adopted Deep Water
Route has been established between the Outer Hebrides
(58°00'N., 6°38'W.) and the off-lying islands of Saint Kilda
(57°49'N., 8°35'W.) and the Flannan Isles, 42 miles NE.

The Deep Water Route is 4 miles wide and leads N from a
position 14 miles W of Barra Head (56°47'N., 7°39'W.) to a
position 20 miles SE of Saint Kilda, then to a position 11 miles
E of Flannan Isles Light, and ending at a position 10 miles NW
of Butt of Lewis.

The route has a least depth of 34m in position 57°48'N,
7°57'W that can be avoided with careful navigation by keeping
in depths of 50m or more. The designated route has been com-
pletely surveyed to modern standards.

Regulations.—Laden tankers over 10,000 gt should not
make a passage E of the Outer Heberides through Little Minch
and North Minch (58°20N., 5°40'W.) except during severe
weather conditions. For reporting requirements for Little
Minch and North Minch, see paragraph 5.1.

Caution.—Concentrations of fishing vessels may be en-
countered from June to December within the waters described
in this sector.

Submarines exercise frequently, both surfaced and sub-
merged, within the waters described in this sector.

An area of traffic convergence lies about 15 miles W of the
Butt of Lewis. Vessels following the IMO route described in
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this sector cross the Atlantic route leading between Cape
Wrath and ports on the E coast of North America.

Several areas lying outside and adjacent to the IMO route,
described in this sector, have not been fully surveyed to mod-
ern standards.

Ships passing to the W of Saint Kilda (57°49'N., 8°35'W.)
and the Flannan Isles (58°17'N., 7°35'W.) are advised to keep
well to seaward of these islands and the adjacent areas of in-
complete surveys.

Off-lying Islands and Dangers West and North of
The Hebrides

6.2 Rockall (57°36'N., 13°41'W.), a conspicuous rocky
islet, lies 200 miles WNW of Barra Head and is 19m high. It
consists of coarse granite and is reported to be highly magnet-
ic. The summit is sharp, pointed, and whitened by the deposit
of sea birds. This islet, which is 25m wide at its base, has been
reported to be radar conspicuous.

Two views of Rockall

Hasselwood Rock, 0.1 mile N of Rockall, is a small drying
rock on a ridge separated from the islet by a channel with a
depth of 55m. Helens Reef, lying 2 miles ENE of Rockall, is
small and has a least depth of 1.8m. It is steep-to and generally
marked by breakers. The summit of this reef has been seen in
the trough of the seas at LWS, but at HW and during good
weather, it breaks only at long intervals. It was reported that
breakers have been observed 3 to 4 miles E of the reef.

Rockall is surrounded by a bank with charted depths of less
than 100m to its E edge. The sea is reported to break in a posi-
tion 5 miles E of Rockhall. A large number of pinnacles, with
depths of less than 100m, also lie within 6 miles of Rockall.
Within the surrounding bank, a narrow ridge, with depths of
less than 75m, extends 0.6 mile S and 0.5 mile N from Rockall.

Other isolated banks and seamounts are in the vicinity are
Rosemary Bank (59°10'N., 10°10'W.), 150 miles NE of Rock-
hall; Anton Dohrn Seamount (57°25'N., 11°10'W.), 83 miles E
of Rockhall; and Hebrides Terrace Seamount (56°28'N.,
10°22'W.), 127 miles SE of Rockhall.

Many other unnamed seamounts, with depths of over 450m,
are scattered over the area.

Caution.—A local magnetic anomaly exists in the vicinity
of Rockall. The normal magnetic variation is reported to in-
crease or decrease by up to 6° within 15 miles of the islet.

6.3 Rockall Bank (57°00'N., 14°00'W.), with depths of
65 to 220m, extends 25 miles N from a position 100 miles
SSW of Rockall. The SW extremity of Rockall Bank is known
as Empress of Britain Bank, although it is separated from
Rockall Bank by a channel with depths of 200m. Many other
banks exist between Rockall and Empress of Britain Bank.
Bryony Bank lies 42 miles SW of Rockall.

Rockall Plateau (56°00'N., 19°00'W.), 230 miles wide, ex-
tends 400 miles SW from George Bligh Bank (59°00'N.,
14°00'W.), which is centered 80 miles N of Rockall. Hutton
Bank (58°15'N., 18°30'W.), on the NW side of the plateau, and
Rockall Bank, on the SE side of the plateau, are separated by
Hutton-Rockall Basin.

The Saint Kilda Group (57°49'N., 8°35'W.) consists of
three islands and several rocks. The coasts of these islands and
rocks are precipitous and are formed by great cliffs of a dark
color, honey-combed with large caves.

The tidal currents in the vicinity of this group set NE from 1
hour after HW at Dover until 5 hours before the following HW
at Dover. They set SW for the remainder of the cycle. These
currents generally attain rates of 3 knots at springs.

From the vicinity of North Uist, this group of islands and
rocks has the appearance of a number of pillars on the horizon,
but the mountains become more distinct when closer in.

Caution.—Constantly recurring periods of bad weather pre-
vail in this region and haze, mist, or fog often prevent the Saint
Kilda Group from being seen until within a distance of 5 miles
or less.

It is reported that strong magnetic anomalies exist in several
areas within 10 miles of the Saint Kilda Group.

The inshore area around the Saint Kilda Group is largely un-
surveyed. Extreme care should be exercised when proceeding
inside the 50m curve.

6.4  Saint Kilda (Hiort) (57°49'N., 8°35'W.), the principal
island of the group, rises to a peak, 424m high, at Conachair,
near its NE end. This mountain has a smooth, conical appear-
ance from the N and forms the highest cliff in the British Isles.
The remainder of the island is hilly and has coasts formed by
precipitous cliffs, 60 to 300m high. There are no trees or
shrubs, but the hills are green to their summits. A gully, con-
taining a stream, runs down the hillside on the W side of
Conachair. This island was reported to be very radar conspicu-
ous.

Dun, a small isle, lies close off the S end of Saint Kilda and
is separated from it by a narrow channel which dries. Gob an
Duin, on which stands the crumbling and inconspicuous ruins
of a castle, is the SE extremity of this rock. Bioda Mor, a hill,
forms the summit of Dun. It is 174m high and serrated in a fan-

Pub. 141



102 Sector 6. West Coast—The Hebrides

tastic manner. A high and natural tunnel penetrates the rock
300m W of Gob an Duin. The sea flows through this tunnel,
but below-water rocks make it unsafe for boats.

Levenish, a large and isolated rock, lies 1.2 miles E of Dun.
It has nearly vertical sides and a round summit, 60m high. A
ridge of rocks, which dries 1.5m, fronts its N side. A shoal,
with a depth of 11m, lies about 0.4 mile W of this rock and
there is often a confused sea in its vicinity. When the wind op-
poses the tidal current, tide rips are sometimes formed in the
channel lying between Dun and Levenish.

6.5 Village Bay (57°48'N., 8°34'W.) lies on the E side of
Saint Kilda and forms a small natural harbor. It is entered be-
tween Rubha an Uisge, the E extremity of the island, and Dun,
1 mile S. A village is situated near the head of the bay. It is re-
ported that several buildings, built by a military detachment,
stand in the vicinity of the village. A lighted buoy is moored
off the N side of the entrance to the bay and two lighted buoys
are moored N of the W part of Dun.

A certain amount of swell is caused in the bay by strong SW
winds and, during gales, violent squalls may come down from
the hills. However, the holding ground is good and the bay af-
fords safe anchorage. It is protected from the strength of all
winds except from those between NE and SE. The bay is most-
ly frequented by trawlers seeking shelter during bad weather.
The best anchorage is in a depth of 20m, sand over rock, in the
middle of the bay. Two mooring buoys are situated in the bay
and several small craft moorings lie close offshore. A lighted
range, shown from cairns, leads to the anchorage. However, the
cairns are reported to be difficult to distinguish.

6.6 Glen Bay (Loch a’ Ghlinne) (57°49'N., 8°36'W.), a
small indentation, lies on the N side of Saint Kilda. It is shel-
tered except from the N and affords anchorage to small vessels,
in a depth of 38m. This anchorage is not comfortable because
of the swell, but is often used by trawlers when a SE gale is
blowing into Village Bay.

Soay lies close WNW of Saint Kilda. This island has a
rounded summit, 374m high, which descends on its W side in a
nearly vertical black cliff. The E side slopes to the coast in a
steep grassy incline and terminates to the N and S in vertical
cliffs.

Boreray lies 3.5 miles NE of Saint Kilda and rises to a pinna-
cle summit, 382 high, near its center. The coasts of this island
consist of black cliffs which rise into curiously-shaped peaks,
100 to 300m high. The S side of this island is covered with
grass.

Stac Lee, lying 0.3 mile W of Boreray, and Stac an Armin,
lying 0.2 mile NNW of Boreray, are two prominent rocks
which are similar in outline. The former is 172m high and the
latter is 196m high. Gannets breed on these rocks and their up-
per parts, in consequence, are quite white in appearance. A
navigable channel, which is free from dangers, leads between
Stac Lee and the W side of Boreray.

Whale Rock (57°55'N., 8°01'W.), with a least depth of
5.1m, lies 18 miles ENE of Saint Kilda and is marked close SE
by a lighted buoy. This rocky shoal is steep-to and the sea does
not break over it, even in heavy weather.

6.7 The Flannan Isles (58°17'N., 7°35'W.), lying 44

miles WSW of the Butt of Lewis, consist of several islets and
rocks which are separated into three detached groups. These
groups are fringed by shoals and foul ground. Gealtaire More,
the easternmost rock, is 7.6m high and Eilean More, the largest
islet, is 86m high. A light is shown from a prominent tower,
23m high, standing on the NE side of the latter islet.

Flannan Isles Light

A shoal, with a depth of 4.6m, lies close SSE of the NE ex-
tremity of Sgeir Righinn, the southernmost islet of the E group.
The sea breaks on this shoal in bad weather. Another shoal,
with a depth of 2.3m, lies about 0.2 mile NW of the N extremi-
ty of Soray, which is located 300m N of Sgeir Righinn. The
Flannan Isles are reported to be radar conspicuous.

Caution.—The inshore area around the Flannan Isles is
largely unsurveyed. Vessels passing W of Saint Kilda and the
Flannan Isles are advised to keep far to seaward. Extreme care
should be exercised when proceeding inside the 50m curve.

6.8 Sula Sgeir (59°06'N., 6°09'W.), a precipitous and
rocky islet, lies 35 miles N of the Butt of Lewis. It is uninhabit-
ed, but is visited by fishermen in the summer. The SE and NW
sides of the islet should not be approached too closely because
of several off-lying rocks. A light is shown from a structure,
5m high, standing on the S extremity of this islet.

Rona (59°07'N., 5°49'W.), an uninhabited islet, lies 10 miles
E of Sula Sgeir and is triangular in shape. Its N part is low and
flat, while its S part consists of a steep hill. Vertical cliffs stand
along the SE and W parts of the islet. A light is shown from a
tower, 9m high, standing on the hill in the S part of the islet.
Three buildings are situated close to the light.

Caution.—Rona should be approached with extreme care
due to the surrounding seabed, which is very irregular and con-
sists of numerous rock pinnacles and boulders. In addition, the
N extremity of the islet is difficult to distinguish from the N
against the high background.

The Hebrides

6.9 Berneray (56°47'N., 7°38'W.), a seabird haven, is the
southernmost island of The Outer Hebrides. It is uninhabited
and wedge-shaped when viewed from the NE or SW. The S
side of the island consists of rugged cliffs. Shelter Rock, which
dries 2.4m, lies about 150m N of the middle of the N side of
this island. Anchorage can be taken, in a depth of 15m, about
0.3 mile ENE of the rock. The swell is not felt in this anchor-
age area, but it is not safe when a heavy sea is running.

Barra Head (56°47'N., 7°39'W.), 208m high, forms the S
extremity of Berneray. Barra Head Light is shown from a
prominent stone tower, 18m high, standing near the W end of
Berneray, 0.7 mile NW of Barra Head. For a description of the
waters lying E of Berneray, see paragraph 4.18.
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Courtesy of Damian Entwistle

Barra Head

Mingulay (56°49'N., 07°39'W.) is an island lying close N of
Berneray, with six small and compact peaks. Its W side con-
sists of precipitous cliffs, 35 to 270m high, which are densely
populated by seabirds. Its E side slopes gradually down from
the summits of the peaks. Landing in moderate weather can be
made at the ends of a sandy beach, but the best landing place is
at Skipisdale, 0.5 mile SW of the bay entrance.Anchorage is
available, in depths of 16 to 18m, off the entrance to Mingulay
Bay, which indents the E side of the island.

The Sound of Berneray is the passage leading between Bern-
eray and Mingulay. Its fairway has a least depth of 12.8m, a
least width of 0.2 mile, and is free of detached dangers. Geirum
More, an islet, lies in the W end of this sound, about 200m SW
of the S extremity of Mingulay. It is 49m high and has black
cliffy sides. Vessels proceeding E through this sound usually
experience a smooth passage.

Pabbay (56°51'N., 7°35'W.), an uninhabited steep-to island,
lies 2 miles NE of the N end of Mingulay. The cliffs on the SW
side of this island are marked by dark vertical clefts. Above
and below-water rocks lie as far as 0.1 mile offshore. Rosinish
(56°51'N., 7°33'W.), a high projection extending 0.5 mile SE
from the vicinity of Pabbay, has a connecting ridge, covered at
HW.

The Sound of Mingulay is the passage leading between Min-
gulay and Pabbay. Its fairway has a least depth of 26m and is
free of dangers and obstructions except for Outer Heisker and
Inner Heisker. The former is a group of four small islets, 36m
high, lying 0.8 mile N of the N end of Mingulay. The latter is a
group of three small islets lying 0.3 mile SW of the SW ex-
tremity of Pabbay. During heavy weather, the unevenness of
the bottom between Outer Heisker and Inner Heisker causes
the sea to break in this area. Therefore, vessels should pass to
the S of Outer Heisker when a heavy sea is running.

The Sound of Pabbay leads between Pabbay, on the S side,
and the islands of Sandry and Flodday, on the N side. The islets
of Lingay and Greanamul lie near the middle of this sound, but
the channels passing on either side of them are safe and the
fairways have a least depth of about 14m.

Lingay, a circular-shaped islet, lies 0.5 mile N of Pabbay. It
is 82m high and has cliffy, bold sides. Greanamul, 25m high,

lies 0.7 mile E of Lingay. This islet is fringed by shoals on the
NW and SE sides and a large rock lies close W of it. A shoal,
with a least depth of 8.3m, lies close W of Lingay and the sea
breaks over it in heavy weather.

6.10 Sandray (56°54'N., 7°30'W.) lies 2 miles NE of Pab-
bay. This island is uninhabited, 204m high, and a prominent
sandy beach fringes its E side. A small shoal area, with depths
of 12 to 16m, lies 1.8 miles E of the NE extremity of the island.
It is reported that the sea in the vicinity of this shoal area is
dangerous for small vessels during very strong SE winds.

Flodday lies 1 mile W of the NW end of Sandray. This island
is 41m high and has black cliffs along its W side.

The Sound of Sandray is the passage that leads N of the is-
lands of Sandray and Flodday and S of the islands of Muldoan-
ich and Vatersay. This sound has a least width of 0.5 mile, but
numerous rocks and shoals, which may best be seen on the
chart, restrict the fairway to a least width of about 0.2 mile.
The fairway has a least depth of 10.9m, but local knowledge is
necessary because of the numerous dangers.

Vatersay (56°56'N., 7°33'W.) lies with its S end located 0.5
mile N of Sandray. This island is divided into two parts by a
low and sandy isthmus. The N part of the island rises to a sum-
mit, 189m high. Tide rips are reported to occur off the W side
of the N part of this island and vessels should avoid the area.

Vatersay Sound is the passage leading between the N side of
Vatersay and the S side of Barra Island. The fairway has a least
depth of 6.4m. It has a least width of only about 200m and is so
encumbered with numerous rocks and shoals that local knowl-
edge is essential for transit. Tide rips occur at several places
within this sound and the sea breaks heavily in a number of lo-
cations lying off both entrances.

6.11 Barra Island (57°00'N., 7°28'W.), an inhabited is-
land, is located on the N side of Vatersay Sound and is the larg-
est island of the S group of The Outer Hebrides. This island has
many hills and mountain peaks. Ben Heaval, the summit of this
island, is 381m high and rises near the center of its S part. Ben
Tangaval, 331m high, is prominent and rises at the SW side of
the island.

The E coast of Barra is indented by numerous, small and
rocky bights fronted by foul ground and above and below-wa-
ter rocks lying as far as 1.5 miles offshore.

The W side of the island consists of several rocky promonto-
ries and sandy bays. Doirlinn Head is located 0.7 mile N of the
SW extremity of the island. It is formed by a high vertical bluff
which is penetrated by a large cavern. Greian Head, a conspic-
uous point, is located 2.8 miles NNE of Doirlinn Head and is
43m high.

Ben Eoligarry stands on the peninsula of Kilbar near the N
extremity of the island. This large hill is 101m high and green
colored. A two-storied building stands on the NE slope of the
hill and is conspicuous from the SE, but is difficult to distin-
guish from the NE. The ruins of several churches lie close SE
of this building.

The N end of the Barra terminates in a peninsula which is
connected to the main island by a low neck of land. Several
small sand hills, over which the sea washes at HW, stand on
this low neck. Ben Erival, a hill, rises 2.7 miles S of the N ex-
tremity of the island and is 198m high. The Fall of Ben Erival
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is a prominent point, where the N slope of this hill drops
abruptly to the sea, near the S end of the low neck. Dun Scur-
rival, a steep hill, rises 1 mile S of the N extremity of Barra Is-
land. It is 65m high and surmounted by some ruins.

For a description of the channel leading to Castle Bay, on the
S coast of Barra Island, see paragraph 4.25.

6.12 The Sound of Barra (57°02'N., 7°20'W.) is the pas-
sage leading between Barra Island and the S end of South Uist,
3.5 miles NE. It is encumbered with numerous islands, rocks,
and shoals. In the S and middle parts of the sound, many of the
shoals are marked by weeds and are visible during the day, but
breakers are the only indication of the shoals lying in the N
part. The navigable channel within the sound is winding and
narrowed in places to a width of less than 400m. The main fair-
way has a least depth of 6.7m. Natural ranges are often used
when navigating this passage and great caution should be exer-
cised as they are often quite indefinite. Local knowledge is es-
sential for transiting the channel, but pilots are not available.

Weavers Castle (57°03'N., 7°18'W.), a very conspicuous
building, stands on the S part of the Stack Islands, which lie
near the NE entrance of the sound, 0.5 mile SSW of the S end
of Eriskay.

Eriskay (57°04'N., 7°17'W.), a large island, lies 5 miles
ENE of the N end of Barra Island and 1 mile S of the SE end of
South Uist. Ben Scrien, a sharp and well-defined peak, is the
summit. It is 183m high and rises near the center of the island.

Fuday lies 2 miles E of the N end of Barra; this island is 87m
high and has three flat-topped hills. Gighay lies 2.5 miles SE of
Fudays; this island is 93m high and has a summit with a cliffy
face at its SW side. Hellisay lies close SW of Fuday; this island
is 71m high and has two distinct peaks. Greanamul, a small is-
let, is 25m high and covered with grass. It is the outermost dan-
ger in the chain of obstructions which extend up to 1 mile NW
from the W side of Hellisay. Drying rocks and shoal water ex-
tend up to about 350m W of this islet.

Traillisker, a wedge-shaped rock, lies about 0.3 mile N of the
W extremity of Fuday. It is 1.2m high and black. This rock is
conspicuous, except at HW, as it contrasts with the white sand
in the vicinity.

6.13 Fiaray (57°04'N., 7°39'W.), forming the SW entrance
point of the sound, lies 0.8 mile N of the N extremity of Barra
Island. This island is low and fringed by foul ground. It has two
flat hills, the highest of which is 32m high. Two beacons are
situated on the NE side of this island. The Sound of Fiaray, a
narrow passage, leads between this island and the N extremity
of Barra Island. It has a least depth of 3m, but the approach at
the E side is obstructed by shoals with depths of less than
1.8m.

Lingay (57°05'N., 7°22'W.), a grass-covered island, lies 1.5
miles W of the W extremity of Eriskay and is 49m high. It ap-
pears to have a single summit when viewed from the NW, but
two peaks are visible from the S. Numerous islets and rocks lie
between this island and the coasts of Eriskay and South Uist.
The entire area is foul and can only be used by small craft.

Orosay (57°05'N., 7°22'W.), a small island, forms the NW
entrance point of the sound. It lies close off the SW side of
South Uist about 3 miles NNW of Lingay. This island is 30m
high and lies on an area of drying sands. Except at HWS, it is

connected to the SW side of South Uist by these drying sands.

Washington Reef (57°06'N., 7°28'W.), with a least depth of
2.4m, lies about 2 miles NNW of Fiaray. It consists of an ex-
tensive shoal area, which is marked by breakers, lying on the N
side of the main channel.

Temple Rock, with a least depth of 2.1m, lies 0.7 mile N of
the NW extremity of Fiaray and on the S side of the main chan-
nel.

Outer Hasgeir Fiaray, a group of rocks, is located 2 miles
NNE of Fiaray. It lies on the NE side of the main channel and
the highest rock dries 2.1m. Another group of rocks, the high-
est of which dries 2.4m, lies 0.4 mile ESE of Outer Hasgeir Fi-
aray.

Drover Rocks, a group of drying rocks, lies about 0.3 mile N
of the N extremity of Fuday, on the N side of the main channel.
Old Womans Rock, which dries, lies on the S side of the main
channel, about 0.5 mile W of the N extremity of Fuday.

6.14 McGillivray Patch (57°03'N., 7°20'W.), a reef, lies
about 1.5 miles WNW of the S extremity of Eriskay. It has a
least depth of 2.1m and lies on the NE side of the main chan-
nel. McVean Rock, which has a least depth of 2.4m, lies on the
SW side of the main channel, 0.3 mile W of McGillivray Patch.

Bo Tanna, a two-headed rock marked by a buoy, is located
about 1 mile E of the E extremity of Fuday. It dries 0.7m and
lies on the SW side of the main channel.

Binch Rock (57°02'N., 7°17'W.), with a least depth of 3.1m,
lies about 1.2 miles ENE of the NE extremity of Gighay. It
forms the easternmost danger of the sound and is marked by a
buoy.

Although only one channel completely traverses the Sound
of Barra, different names are applied to certain reaches. Wash-
ington Channel is that reach of the fairway which passes be-
tween Washington Reef and the shoals lying N of Temple
Rock. Drover Channel is that reach of the fairway which passes
between Drover Rocks and the N extremity of Fuday.

Temple Channel, a secondary reach, for moderate-draft ves-
sels, passes S of Washington Channel and enters the W end of
the sound by passing over the shoals that lie between the N ex-
tremity of Fiaray and Temple Rock. It has a least depth of 4.6m
and is preferred to Washington Channel, by those vessels able
to negotiate the shallower depths, because of the comparative
smoothness of the water and the distinctness of the natural
ranges. However, caution is also necessary because several
shoals lie close adjacent to the fairway on either side. This
channel joins the main channel of the sound close NE of Fi-
aray.

6.15 The central group of The Outer Hebrides are those is-
lands that extend 40 miles N from the Sound of Barra to the
Sound of Harris. South Uist, Benbecula, and North Uist, the
three largest islands, are separated only by very narrow and
partly-drying waterways and, for purposes of navigation, can
be considered as being one large island.

South Uist (57°14'N., 7°19'W.) lies on the N side of the
Sound of Barra. The W side of this island is mostly low and
flat with a hilly middle part. Easaval, a long and flat-topped
hill, is 241m high and rises 1 mile inland, near the S end of the
island. Cruachan, another hill, is 168m high and rises 1.7 miles
E of Easaval. The dip or point where the S slope of Easaval ap-
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pears to meet the N slope of Cruachan is used as a navigation
mark by vessels transiting Washington Channel.

The E part of the island is mountainous and barren. Ben-
more, the N and highest range, has three prominent summits. It
rises on the E side, 10 miles N of the S end of the island and is
618m high.

Benbecula (57°26'N., 7°18'W.) lies between South Uist and
North Uist and is connected to both by causeways. An airport
is situated on this island. Most of the inhabitants of Benbecula
live along the sandy W coast of the island. The E coast is very
rocky and indented. With the exception of Rueval, a hill rising
to a height of 123m in the N part, this island is flat and low.

North Uist (57°26'N., 7°18'W.) is hilly, with the E part be-
ing considerably higher. Ben Eaval, the summit, is 345m high
and rises 1.5 miles NW of the SE extremity of the island. This
mountain appears wedge-shaped, when viewed from the E or
W, and a peculiar and distinct double-peaked hill, 143m high,
stands on its S slope. Several hills stand along the E and N
sides of the island and two round-topped hills rise near the N
extremity. Ben More, the S and higher of these two hills, is
189m high and Ben Bhreac, the N hill, is 148m high. The W
side of the island is comparatively flat, but has a few hills, 120
to 150m high.

6.16 Rubha Ardvule (57°14'N., 7°27'W.), a conspicuous
point, is located 9 miles N of the S end of South Uist. A ruined
castle is situated 0.5 mile inland, 2 miles NE of this point.

Ardivachar Point (57°23'N., 7°25'W.) is located 9 miles N
of Rubha Ardvule. The N part of this point is low and rocky,
but the S part rises to a height of 18m. Several drying rocks and
foul ground extend up to about 1.5 miles W of this point. A
conspicuous church building stands near the shore, 1 mile E of
this point. It is long, plain, and has a slatted structure with a
belfry.

Rubha More (57°34'N., 7°29'W.) is located 6.5 miles NW
of the SW extremity of North Uist. A prominent square rock,
which resembles a castle, stands on a small hill which rises 1
mile ENE of this point.

Caution.—At night or during conditions of low visibility,
vessels are advised not to approach the W coast of South Uist
in depths of less than 30m because of the existence of numer-
ous shoals, rocks, and obstructions.

6.17 The Heisker Islands (Monach Islands) (57°31'N.,
7°38'W.), a group of five, lies between 4 and 7.5 miles WSW
of Rubha Mor. These islands are low and fronted by numerous
dangers. During the winter, heavy swells and dangerous seas
may be encountered in the vicinity of this group.

Shillay (57°31'N., 7°42'W.) is the westernmost island of the
group. A light stands on the SW side of this island.

Ceann Iar (57°31'N., 7°40'W.) lies 0.3 mile E of Shillay. A
flat-topped hill, 13m high, rises 0.2 mile SW of the N extremi-
ty of this island and is prominent.

Ceann Ear (57°31'N., 7°37'W.) the largest island of the
group, lies 0.5 mile E of Ceann Iar. The tallest peak of this is-
land is 15m high and rises on its NE side.

The Sound of Shiles leads between Shillay and Ceann Iar. A
chain of rocks extends across this sound from the E extremity
of Shillay to the W extremity of Ceann lar. This chain of rocks,
together with several reefs, transforms the N part of the sound

into a sheltered harbor. The harbor is narrow, but affords safe
anchorage for very small vessels. The reefs and detached dan-
gers restrict the navigable fairway in the sound to a least width
of about 100m. The entrance channel has a least depth of 7m,
but shoals lie close to the sides of the fairway. Edward Rock,
which dries 3.3m, forms the E entrance point and lies at the N
end of a reef that extends N from the W extremity of Ceann Iar.
Several detached shoals and rocks lie up to 0.6 mile NE of Ed-
ward Rock. Calf Sgeir, the northeasternmost rock, has a least
depth of 1.2m. Anchorage is available within the sound, in
depths up to 11m, clay, for very small vessels. Local knowl-
edge is advised.

6.18 Huskeiran (57°33'N., 7°34'W.), a reef, lies between
0.7 mile and 1.5 miles NW of Shillay. West Dureberg, another
reef, lies N and almost parallel to Huskeiran, between 1.7 and
2.3 miles NNW of Shillay. Raiskier, a prominent rock, is 6m
high and is the tallest part of an above and below-water reef
which extends up to 0.6 mile SW of Ceann Iar. Middle Dure-
berg lies 2.3 miles ENE of West Dureberg. This reef dries up to
2m in its SW part and is marked by breakers when covered. A
rock, with a least depth of 5m, lies about 1.2 miles WSW of
Huskeiran. Johns North Channel, which passes between Mid-
dle Dureberg and West Dureberg, is deep and free of dangers.

Causamul (57°36'N., 7°36'W.), an islet, lies 1.5 miles W of
Ard an Runair, the W extremity of North Uist, and is 8m high.
Its S part is covered with grass and its N part is formed by bare,
flat rock.

Charlotte Rocks (57°35'N., 7°37'W.), one of which dries
0.9m, is a group of rocks lying about 0.8 mile S of Causamul.
Deasker is a bare and flat rock, 3m high. It stands on the reef
which lies about midway between Causamul and the Heisker
Islands.

The Sound of Monach and the Sound of Causamul are two
passages which lead between the W coast of North Uist, on the
E side, and Causamul and the Heisker Islands, on the W side.
The Sound of Monach lies between Stockay Reef and the foul
ground that extends up to about 2 miles WSW from Rubha
More. Its fairway has a least width of 0.3 mile and a least depth
of 7.3m. The Sound of Causamul lies between Causamul and
Ard an Runair, the W extremity of North Uist. Causamul Rock,
with a depth of 2.4m, lies about midway between the islet and
the mainland. At LW, this rock sometimes breaks, but in heavy
weather it is always marked by breakers. The fairway, which
has a least depth of 9.1m, passes between Causamul Rock and
Molla Rocks, which extend up to about 0.5 mile S from the W
extremity of North Uist. The sea within this sound is compara-
tively smooth even during strong W winds.

Caution.—Deasker and Causamul should not be closely ap-
proached as undiscovered dangers may exist in their vicinity.

6.19 Off-lying dangers.—The area lying W of the Heisker
Islands consists of a large number of rock pinnacles which rise
steeply from the seabed. An area of pinnacles, with a least
depth of 28.5m, lies centered 8 miles WNW of Shillay; another
area, with a least depth of 30m, lies 5 miles W of Shillay; and
another area, with a least depth of 17.4m, lies 3.5 miles SW of
Shillay.

Haskeir Island (57°42'N., 7°41'W.) lies 7.5 miles NW of
Ard an Runair, the W extremity of North Uist, and is 36m high
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in its SW part. This island, which is marked by a light with a
| racon and AIS, appears as two separate islets when viewed
from the NW or SE. It should be given a wide berth. Anchor-
age in the vicinity of the island is poor because of the rocky
bottom, but in fine weather, anchorage is possible, in depths up
to 13m, rock, about 250m ESE of the S extremity.
Haskeir Aag (57°41'N., 7°43'W.), lying 1 mile SW of
Haskeir Island, is a group consisting of five bare rocks, the tall-
est being 25m high.

6.20 Ard a Mhorain (57°42'N., 7°19'W.) is the N extremi-
ty of a low and sandy peninsula that extends N from the N side
of North Uist. It is 38m high at the W side and gradually slopes
E to a low and stony point. Numerous detached rocks and
shoals lie up to 1.5 miles offshore between Griminish Point, lo-
cated 3.6 miles NE of Ard an Runair, and Ard a Mhorain. Gri-
minish Point has a narrow neck which is perforated by caves on
both sides and has two surface holes. During gales, conspicu-
ous water spouts rise into the air from these two holes and are
reported to be visible from up to 10 miles seaward.

Leac Bhan (57°42'N., 7°12'W.), the N extremity of North
Uist, is located 3 miles E of Ard a Mhorain. A hill, 65m high,
rises 0.5 mile S of this point.

A causeway connects the point to Berneray, close N.

A shallow bay indents the coast between Ard a Mhorain and
Leac Bhan and is fronted by a large wedge-shaped area. This
area extends up to 4 miles N and is encumbered by a group of
islands and several shoals. Channels used by small vessels lead
between some of the islands and shoals. The shallow bay is
fringed by drying sands and its W half is foul. Lingay, an islet,
lies at the edge of the drying sands in the NE part of the bay. It
is grassy and 32m high. Although the entire bay is shallow, an-
chorage for very small vessels is available, in depths up to 5Sm,
close SW of this islet and the approach has a least depth of
3.6m. Local knowledge is required.

Berneray (57°44'N., 7°10'W.) lies close N of Leac Bhan.
Bays Loch indents the SE side of this hilly island. Anchorage
is available, in a depth of 3.6m, mud, within this bay, but the
approach is so encumbered with rocks and shoals that entry is
only practical for very small vessels with local knowledge. A
pier, protected by a breakwater, is situated near the head of the
bay and is used by fishing vessels.

6.21 Pabbay (57°46'N., 7°14'W.), an island, lies 4.5 miles
NNE of Ard a Mhorain and Beinn a Charnain, a sharp-peaked
hill, rises in its NE part. This conspicuous hill is 194m high
and has much the same appearance from all directions. An-
chorage is available, in a depth of 11m, sand, about 0.2 mile E
of the island. Spuir Reef, which dries, lies 1.4 miles WSW of
the S extremity of Pabbay. Spuir, a small and dark islet, lies 0.8
mile SW of this reef and is surrounded by foul ground. The
Sound of Spuir leads between the islet and Pabbay. This pas-
sage has depths of 5.5 to 10.3m in the fairway, which is 0.5
mile wide between Spuir Reef and the foul ground extending
SW from the SW side of Pabbay. Spuir Reef and Mclver
Rocks, lying 1 mile SSE, are marked by breakers. During NW
gales, the swell is reported to break across this sound. Local
knowledge is advised for transiting this passage.

Vallay (57°40'N., 7°26'W.) lies close off the N coast of
North Uist and is marked by a light at its W end. Griminish

Harbor, an inlet, is entered between the W extremity of this is-
land and the N shore of North Uist. It is shallow and obstructed
by drying rocks. A pier is situated within the inlet and is used
by fishing vessels. Local knowledge is essential for entering.

Shillay (57°48'N., 7°16'W.) lies 1 mile N of Pabbay and is
77m high. The slope on the N side of this island terminates
abruptly in dark cliffs, 30m high, but the S side slopes gradual-
ly to the shore. Little Shillay, a black rock, lies 300m SW of the
SW extremity of the island and is 28m high.

The Sound of Shillay is the passage leading between Pabbay
and Shillay. The fairway of this sound lies midway between the
islands, is free of dangers, and has a least depth of 10.5m. Tem-
porary anchorage, sheltered from winds from NW through N to
NE, is available, in depths up to 9m, sand and rock, about 0.3
mile SW of the E extremity of Shillay. The tidal current in the
sound attains a rate of 1 knot at springs.

6.22 The Sound of Harris (57°44'N., 7°05'W.) and the
Sound of Barra are the only navigable channels leading
through The Outer Hebrides. However, navigation in or
through these passages without local knowledge is not advis-
able because of the many dangers, intricate fairways, and
strong tidal currents.

The bottom consists, in general, of fine white shells and
sand, interspersed with rocks. A reddish-brown seaweed grows
on almost all the rocks, which may easily be distinguished
during favorable conditions.

The main channel in the Sound of Harris leads along the NE
shore from Renish Point, the SE extremity of South Harris, to
Jane’s Tower (57°46'N., 7°02'W.), a conspicuous cairn resem-
bling a haystack, where it divides into two branch channels, the
E being Leverburgh Channel and the W being Stanton Chan-
nel. These branch channels converge again to the S of Red
Rock Beacon and form Outer Stromay Channel. Stanton Chan-
nel has a controlling depth of 4.9m and Outer Stromay Channel
has a least depth of 5.5m. Leverburgh Channel has a con-
trolling depth of 4.2m, but is very constricted. The Sound of
Stromay branches off from Leverburgh Channel and leads di-
rectly to the open sea. It has a least depth of 7.3m in the fair-
way, but is very narrow and unmarked.

Leverburgh Pier (57°46'N., 7°02'W.) has a length of 31m,
with a depth of 3.2m at MLWS alongside its outer end. The
pier is situated on the S side of the entrance to the Obbe
(57°46'N., 7°01'W.).

The NW approach from the Atlantic Ocean is marked by
hills, islands, and headlands, which can be easily identified.
Ben Chaipaval, 364m high, stands on the N side of the entrance
and has a double peak. It can be seen above the other moun-
tains from less than 6 miles off the coast.

There are no licensed pilots for the Sound of Harris, but fish-
erman acquainted with the channels may be available at several
small places. A recommended route track through the sound is
shown on charts of the area.

In the narrow channels, the tidal currents may attain rates of
up to 5 knots at springs. In the wider channels, these currents
attain lesser rates, but are still strong.

6.23 Toe Head (57°50'N., 7°08'W.), the NW extremity of
the peninsula of Taobh Deas, is a bold, bluff, and cliffy point.
Rubha an Teampuill, a point, is located 2 miles SE of the head
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and surmounted by the isolated and conspicuous ruins of an an-
cient building. Bideinan, which has a notched appearance
when viewed from the SE, is a prominent bare ridge standing
1.3 miles SE of Rubha an Teampuill. Rubha Charnain, located
0.7 mile SE of the ridge, is a flat point, 6m high. Kyles Lodge,
a large white building with a slate roof, stands on the S side of
this point and is conspicuous. The upper part of this building is
visible from the NW, but is more conspicuous from the S.

Coppay (57°50'N., 7°10'W.), a small island, lies in the NW
entrance to the sound, 1.2 miles WSW of Toe Head. This island
is 32m high and its green and grassy top contrasts with the
black rocks of its lower part. Kelpy Rock, with a least depth of
6.1m, lies 0.4 mile N of the island.

Ensay, 47m high, lies with Rubha nan Sgarbh, its N extremi-
ty, located 4 miles SE of Coppay. A sandy beach extending be-
tween the NW and N extremities of this island shows up
distinctly. A prominent house is situated on the E side of the is-
land. Killegray, 43m high, lies close S of Ensay. A peculiar,
flat-topped mound, covered with grass, rises on the NW ex-
tremity of this island and a house, fronted by a small jetty,
stands on the E side of the island.

Caution.—The sea bottom between Rubh an Teampuill and
Toe Head and more than halfway across the NW entrance of
the sound affords poor holding ground. It consists mainly of
smooth rock covered thinly in a few places by patches of sand.
Although the tidal currents in this vicinity are weak, anchorage
is reported to be unsafe, even for a few hours.

6.24 Isle of Lewis (58°00'N., 6°50'W.) extends 55 miles
NE from the Sound of Harris to the Butt of Lewis and has two
names. Harris, the S part of the Isle of Lewis, is mountainous
and Lewis, the N part, is comparatively low, with only three
hills. Harris is also divided into South Harris and North Harris
by West Loch Tarbert.

The W coasts of Harris and Lewis, between Toe Head and
Gallan Head, 24 miles N, appear bold and rugged from sea-
ward. From Toe Head to West Loch Tarbert, 7 miles N, the land
is not as rocky or desolate in appearance as that farther N, the
coast being sandy in places. However, it is difficult to distin-
guish one part of this coast from another in thick weather.

Gasker (57°59'N., 7°18'W.) lies 6.5 miles off the coast of
North Harris and 10 miles NNW of Toe Head. This islet is
fringed by a reef; seals herd on it during the autumn. Gasker
Beg, a bare rock, lies 0.7 mile ESE of the islet and is 10m high.

Gallan Head (58°14'N., 7°02'W.), a flattish headland, termi-
nates in cliffs, 15 to 60m high. A lighted radio mast, 257m
high, stands 0.4 mile S of this headland and is very conspicu-
ous.

From this headland, which forms the S entrance point of East
Loch Roag, to the Butt of Lewis, 23 miles NE, the coast is
comparatively low and level. A few white farmhouses and
churches are the only buildings to be seen along the W side of
Harris and Lewis, but these are mostly indistinguishable until
close offshore.

Clisham (57°58'N., 6°49'W.), the highest mountain of The
Hebrides, rises on North Harris, 13 miles NE of Toe Head. This
mountain is 797m high, but its conical summit is generally ob-
scured by clouds.

Generally, the hills rising on Lewis do not approach in height
those rising on Harris. Muirneag, 246m high, rises inland 10

miles S of the Butt of Lewis. When seen from the S or N, this
prominent hill appears with a double flat summit, but from the
E or W, it appears with a single summit sloping gradually on
either side. A prominent radio mast, 172m high, stands on the
summit of Fitshal, which is 367m high, and rises 15 miles ESE
of Gallan Head.

6.25 Taransay (57°54'N., 7°01'W.), 265m high, is divided
into two parts by a low sandy neck. This island occupies a large
part of the S approach to West Loch Tarbert and is separated
from the mainland by the Sound of Taransay. Corran Raah, a
low and sandy point, extends 0.4 mile into this sound from the
middle of the E shore of the NE part of the island.

Middle Bo lies about 1.2 miles SSW of the SE end of Taran-
say. This shoal has a least depth of 5.3m and breaks in very
heavy weather. Aird Vanish is the SW and smaller part of
Taransay. Old Rocks lies about 1 mile SE of the S extremity of
Aird Vanish. It consists of two rocks, the S one has a least
depth of 0.7m and the N one is awash. Bo Usbig, a rock, lies
about 0.5 mile E of Old Rocks and dries 2m.

Camus Nam Borgh (Borve Bay) (57°50'N., 7°03'W.) lies
NE of Toe Head and indents the NE side of South Harris. It af-
fords temporary anchorage, in a depth of 24m, sand and rock.
Good shelter can be found here in SW gales. However, the bay
is exposed to the W and NW and can be dangerous with strong
winds from these quarters.

The NE part of the Sound of Taransay is sheltered and af-
fords the best anchorage along this part of Harris for large ves-
sels. There are depths of 9 to 16m over a bottom of muddy
sand. The recommended anchorage lies about 0.3 mile E of
Corran Raah where the tidal currents are very weak. Anchor-
age can also be taken, in depths up to 16m, farther N, about 0.3
mile offshore and midway between Corran Raah and the NE
extremity of Taransay. However, during strong NW winds, ves-
sels should anchor nearer to Corran Raah in order to obtain bet-
ter shelter.

6.26 West Loch Tarbert (57°56'N., 7°00'W.) is entered
between Aird Vanish, the SW part of Taransay, and Horsanish,
4.3 miles N.

Bo More, which dries 0.8m, lies about 2 miles W of Horsan-
ish and is the westernmost of three rocks known as Old Rocks.
A shoal patch, with a depth of 12.3m, lies about 0.3 mile
WNW of Bo More and the sea breaks on it during heavy gales.
Taransay Glorigs, a group of above and below-water rocks, lies
between 2 and 3 miles SW of Horsanish. Gloruig Sgoillte, a
conspicuous rock, is 12m high. It is the largest rock and lies
near the S end of the group.

Bo Meadhonach, a rock, lies about 2 miles WSW of Horsan-
ish. It has a least depth of 3.8m and is located about midway
between Old Rocks and Taransay Glorigs.

Soay Beag and Soay Mor are two islets which lie 1.4 miles
NE of the N extremity of Taransay. Both of these islets are 35m
high and are fronted by foul ground.

Isay (57°55'N., 6°54'W.), a flat and green islet, is 17m high
and lies in the middle of the loch, 2.5 from the head. An above-
water rock lies 0.5 mile NE of this islet. The principal anchor-
age within the loch is, in depths of 12 to 22m, mud, ESE of
Isay. Although this anchorage is somewhat open to the NW,
there is never a heavy sea. However, heavy squalls sometimes
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come down from the shore during strong S winds. Small ves-
sels can obtain anchorage about 200m WNW of a pier which
projects from the S side of the head of the loch.

Loch Bun Abhainn-Eadar, a small inlet, is entered 1 mile NE
of Isay. It provides safe anchorage and is clear of dangers.
Small vessels can obtain anchorage, in depths of 5 to 13m,
mud, about 0.5 mile within this loch. Loch Meavig, another
small inlet, lies 1.5 miles NNW of Isay. It has a least width of
100m and general depths of 3.6 to 9m, soft mud with oysters.
This loch provides anchorage to small vessels, but halfway up
this lock the depths shoal rapidly and the head dries. An over-
head power cable, with a vertical clearance of 21m, spans this
loch.

Loch Leosavay is entered 0.5 mile NNW of Soay Beg. This
inlet has a least width of 100m and depths of 5 to 16m. Its outer
part is clear of dangers, but several rocks lie near the head. Glas
Sgeir, a pillar-shaped rock, lies 250m offshore in the entrance.
Small vessels can anchor, in depths of 6 to 7m, mud, off the NE
shore and about 0.5 mile NW of this rock.

Tarbert (57°54'N., 6°49'W.), a village, stands at the head of
the loch on a narrow isthmus which separates East Loch Tar-
bert from West Loch Tarbert. Two small piers project from the
head and are used by small craft.

6.27 Hushinish Bay (57°59'N., 7°05'W.) lies 1.4 miles
NW of Horsanish, the N entrance point of West Loch Tarbert,
and is sheltered on its N and W sides by a small peninsula of
which Hushinish Point is the SW extremity. Hushinish Glorigs,
a group of above-water rocks, lies in the S approach to the bay,
0.8 mile SE of Hushinish Point. The bay affords temporary an-
chorage, in a depth of 12m, sand, but local knowledge is ad-
vised.

Scarp (58°02'N., 7°08'W.), 306m high, lies with its S ex-
tremity located 1 mile N of Hushinish Point and is fringed by
foul ground and rocks. Caolas an Scarp, a shallow strait, leads
between this island and Lewis, but should not be used without
local knowledge. A bar, with a depth of about 1m, extends
across the middle of this strait. Fladday, a small islet, lies in the
N entrance of the strait. During the summer, small vessels can
anchor, in a depth of 8m, in the S part of this strait, close S of
the bar. Small vessels can also anchor, in depths of 9 to 10m, in
the N part of the strait between the NE side of Scarp and the W
side of Fladday. Both of these anchorages are unsafe in winter
and the sea breaks over this strait during gales.

Kearstay (58°03'N., 7°09'W.), fringed by foul ground, lies
close off the N side of Scarp. This prominent islet rises to a
peak near the W end where it is divided by a rocky cleft. Tem-
porary anchorage can be obtained, in depths of 9 to 16m, sand,
at the E entrance of the channel which lies between this islet
and the N side of Scarp.

Duisker, a group of above and below-water rocks, lies cen-
tered 1 mile NW of Kearstay and is marked by breakers, except
in very good weather. The tallest rock is black and 6m high. Bo
Ban, the westernmost rock, dries 3.5m and lies 1.4 miles
WNW of Kearstay. Buachaill Rock, with a least depth of 2m,
lies 0.8 mile N of Bo Ban and is the northwesternmost rock of
the group.

Mealasta Island (58°05'N., 7°08'W.), fringed by foul
ground, lies 2.3 miles NNE of Kearstay. This island is 75m
high and its W side consists of prominent reddish quartz rock

and patches of grass. The main approach to Loch Resort lies S
of the island.

6.28 Loch Resort (58°03'N., 7°00'W.) is entered between
Rubha Glas, 2.5 miles E of the N extremity of Scarp, and
Grobadh nah Uinneag, 0.3 mile S. A basin, lying 2.5 miles
within the loch, opens to a width of 0.4 mile and provides safe
anchorage, in a depth of 13m, soft mud, for small vessels.
Above this basin, the loch narrows toward its head and the bot-
tom consists of soft mud with oyster beds. Taran More, 301m
high, is a conspicuous cliff which rises on the S side of the
loch, 0.7 mile SE of Rubha Glas. During strong S winds, the
squalls which come down off this cliff are the most violent.

Loch Tealasavay (58°03'N., 7°02'W.) is entered 1.5 miles N
of the entrance to Loch Resort. Creagan Gorra Cleite, 118m
high, is a conspicuous hill which rises at the head of this loch.
The loch is mostly used by only small craft.

Loch Tamanavay (58°04'N., 7°03'W.) is entered 0.5 mile N
of the entrance to Loch Tealasavay. Bo Thorcuil, a group of be-
low-water rocks, lies up to 0.5 mile SW of the NW entrance
point of the loch. Anchorage can be obtained by small craft at
several locations within the loch, but local knowledge is neces-
sary as marine farms are situated along the shores.

6.29 Aird Brenish (58°08'N., 7°08'W.), a broad and rocky
headland, is located 2 miles N of Kearstay. Several small islets
and rocks lie offshore between this latter island and the head-
land. The headland is fringed with bare rocks sloping to the sea
and is backed by very high land.

Aird Fenish (58°09'N., 7°07'W.), a salient point, is located
0.8 mile NE of the N extremity of Aird Brenish. This point is
bare, rocky, light brown, and slopes abruptly to the sea.

Camus Uige (Camus Uig) lies on the NE side of Ard More
Mangersta. This bay has an entrance 0.7 mile wide and is open
between N and WNW. It affords temporary refuge to small ves-
sels during SW gales. Anchorage is available, in a depth of
24m, sand, about 0.2 mile within the entrance and about 200m
offshore. Mealisval Peak, 572m high, rises 3.5 miles S of the
entrance to the bay and is conspicuous. Several large and
prominent sand hills rise near the head of the bay. Sheilavig
Skerry, an islet, lies close off the NE entrance point of the bay.
It is 7m high and is fronted by foul ground. A shoal patch, with
a depth of 5.2m, lies about 0.3 mile SE of this islet.

Ard More Mangersta (58°11'N., 7°06'W.), a promontory, is
located 1.8 miles NNE of Aird Fenish and rises to a height of
69m. It is fronted by near vertical cliffs and four prominent ra-
dio masts stand on the NW extremity. Eilean Molach, a promi-
nent small island, lies close offshore, at the S end of this
promontory.

6.30 Loch Roag (58°15'N., 6°52'W.) lies between Gallan
Head and Tuimpan, 8.2 miles ENE. It recedes SE and is divid-
ed by a chain of islands and rocks into West Loch Roag and
East Loch Roag. East Loch Roag is the only harbor on the W
coast of The Hebrides which is easily accessible by large ves-
sels during approaching gales. All vessels over 24m in length
must notify the Harbor Authority of their intended arrival and
destination within the loch by e-mail (harbourmaster@cne-
siar.gov.uk)_

West Loch Roag (58°16'N., 7°00'W.) is entered between
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Gallan Head and Old Hill, an islet lying 4 miles ENE. It ex-
tends 7 miles SE to the head. The inner part of this loch pro-
vides extensive and sheltered anchorage, in depths up to 22m,
mud. However, it is not easily accessible as the approach is en-
cumbered by numerous islands, islets, and rocks.

Old Hill (58°17'N., 6°55'W.), a conspicuous islet, is 92m
high and has a peculiar lump-like appearance when seen from
the E or W. From the N, it appears more elongated. The N side
of this islet consists of dark and cavernous cliffs.

Bearasay, a small islet, lies 0.3 mile SE of Old Hill and is
separated from it by a deep and clear channel. This islet is 54m
high and has a flat top. A troublesome sea is reported to occur
in the channel when the wind opposes the tidal current. Floday,
another islet, lies 0.4 mile S of Bearsay and is 18m high. Tam-
na, a flat and grass-covered islet, lies close S of Floday and is
7m high. Fleasgeir is a conspicuous, sharp-pointed, and barren
rock. It is 13m high and the tallest of a chain of rocks which
extend N from the N end of Floday.

6.31 Harsgeir (58°16'N., 6°54'W.) lies 0.6 mile SW of
Floday. This islet is flat, 12m high, and prominent. Sgeir Na
Galla, a rock, lies about 0.5 mile W of Floday. It dries 3.1m
and always shows in the trough of the swell. Little Bernera,
39m high, lies 0.5 mile E of Floday. This small island consists
of soft, grassy knolls and its shores are fringed with white sand.

Great Bernera lies close S of Little Bernera. This island is
85m high and has undulating features. Greinam, a small islet,
is 15m high and lies close off the W side of Great Bernera, 1.2
miles S of Floday. The Ugly Rocks, which dry 1.5m, lie be-
tween 0.6 and 0.8 mile S of Greinam and extend up to 0.4 mile
from the W side of Great Bernera.

Pabay More (58°14'N., 6°56'W.) is an island with a promi-
nent summit rising near its S end. Vacsay, another prominent
island, lies 0.3 mile SE of Pabay More. Caolas na Sgeire Lei-
the, a channel, leads between these two islands. It has a least
depth of 6.7m, but should not be attempted without local
knowledge.

Kyles Pabay, a shallow strait, leads between the W sides of
Pabay More and Vacsay and the NE side of Lewis. Valtos, a
small village, is situated on the SW side of this channel. It is
fronted by a jetty which is used by fishing vessels.

6.32 Stung (58°13'N., 6°55'W.), 33m high, is a steep and
salient point located at the entrance to the Sound of Vuia. Vuia
Mor, an island, lies 0.5 mile SE of Vacsay and Mullach na Be-
inne, 67m high, rises near its center. This hill is conspicuous
and slopes steeply on its SW side.

Bogha Maighdein lies 0.3 mile N of Vuia More and dries
2.1m. Sgeir Dubh Beg lies close E of Bogha Maighdein. This
small and black rock is 2.4m high. Sgeir Dhubh More, another
small and black rock, lies 150m SE of Sgeir Dubh Beg and is
5.5m high.

The Sound of Vuia, which is the recommended channel, has a
navigable width of about 0.2 mile and leads between Vuia More
and Lewis. Geile Sgeir, a rocky islet, is 4m high and lies in the
fairway at the N entrance to the channel, midway between Rub-
ha Rollanish and Stung. Vessels can pass on either side of this is-
let. Boghna na Muilne, which dries 0.6m, lies midway along the
sound in the middle of the fairway.

Vuia Beag, an island, is 67m high and lies 0.3 mile S of the

end of the Sound of Vuia. Middle Shoal, with a least depth of
6.1m, lies about 0.3 mile W of this island. Gousam, a grassy is-
let, is 14m high and lies 0.5 mile WNW of Vuia Beag. Floday,
a heather-covered islet, is 44m high and lies 0.6 mile W of Vuia
Beag. A narrow boat channel, with depths of 2 to 5m, leads be-
tween Gousam and the NE side of Floday. Cliatasay, a heather-
covered islet, is 28m high and lies close E of Vuia Beag. Glas
Eilean, a green islet, is 8m high and lies 0.4 mile ENE of Clia-
tasay. Anchorage may be obtained, in depths up to 14m, mud,
within Miavaig Bay which lies W of Gousam and Floday. The
entrance fairway leading to this anchorage is narrowed to a
width of about 250m by shoal water extending up to about
100m from Gousam and from the N shore. The tide rises in this
bay about 3.8m at springs and 2.4m at neaps.

Loch Miavaig (58°12'N., 6°57'W.), which provides a harbor
for small vessels, has general depths of 3.6 to 9m with a bottom
of very soft mud. It is entered 0.4 mile W of Floday. The NE
shore of the loch is formed by a low spit of well-cultivated land
on which stands Free Church Manse, a conspicuous house. An
overhead power cable, with a vertical clearance of 21m, cross-
es this loch.

Anchorage can be obtained, in depths of 11 to 22m, mud,
within the Bay of Floday, which lies between Floday and Vuia
Beag. Good anchorage can also be found, in depths of 12 to
26m, mud, to the N of Cliatasay and Glas Eilean.

6.33 East Loch Roag (58°16'N., 6°50'W.) is entered be-
tween Old Hill and Tuimpan, a conspicuous point 4 miles
ENE. This inlet is the only harbor on the W coast of The Hebri-
des which is easily accessible by large vessels. The loch is
open to the N, but the swell gradually decreases as it narrows
and almost disappears 3 miles within the entrance. The fairway
has general depths of 22 to 37m, which gradually decrease,
over a bottom of shells, sand, and mud with occasionally small
patches of rock.

The N side of the entrance to the loch is formed by the pen-
insula of Ard Laimishader. Loch Carloway indents the S side
of this peninsula and has depths of 8 to 18m, over a bottom of
stiff mud, which decrease gradually. This small loch provides
shelter for small vessels in the summer, but there is consider-
able swell during NW gales. Tin Rocks, a group of below-wa-
ter rocks which dry up to 1.8m in places, lies in the middle of
the fairway, about 0.3 mile within the entrance of this loch. The
fairway leading N of this group of rocks is about 200m wide
and fairway leading S is about 150m wide. Creag More, a hill,
rises close to the S shore of the loch. It is 66m high and has a
conspicuous blunt peak. Bindalein Island, which forms the S
entrance point of Loch Carloway, is steep-to except on its SE
side where it is connected to the shore by a drying reef. The
best anchorage, in a depth of 9m, sand and mud, is in mid-
channel about 0.5 mile within the entrance of the loch.

6.34 Campay (58°17'N., 6°52'W.), an islet, lies 1.5 miles
SE of Old Hill. A rounded hill, 36m high, terminates in a verti-
cal cliff at the NE end of this islet. A conspicuous natural arch,
through which the sea breaks, has formed at this cliff.

Kealasay, an islet, is 17m high and lies 0.2 mile SE of Cam-
pay. Kyles Campay, a deep channel, leads between Campay
and Kealasay and its fairway is clear of dangers. Cruitir, a bare
rock, is 3m high. It lies 0.3 mile E of Little Bernera and nearly
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abreast of Temple Sand, a conspicuous sandy beach, which ex-
tends between the NE and SE extremities of the island.

The Kyles of Little Bernera is a constricted channel leading
between Great Bernera and Little Bernera. It is only suitable
for small vessels and free from the swell. Anchorage may be
taken,in depths up to 7m, good holding ground, within this
channel. Sgeir a Chaolais, a rock, lies in the fairway of the
channel, 0.4 mile W of the entrance. It dries 1.9m and is
marked by a beacon. The narrow channel leading N of this rock
has a least depth of 4.6m and the channel leading S of it has a
navigable width of 60m and a least depth of 7.8m. Small ves-
sels can anchor, in depths up to 8m, mud, about 200m W of the
rock.

6.35 Keava (58°13'N., 6°46'W.), an island, is 26m high
and lies in the fairway of the S part of East Loch Roag. Grein-
am, an islet, lies 0.2 mile NNE of Keava. It is 5m high and a
light is shown from the S part. Vacasay Island lies on the W
side of the fairway, 0.7 mile WNW of Greinam, and has a rath-
er sharp summit, 28m high. Dubh Thob, an inlet, lies on the W
side of Vacasay and is occasionally entered by small vessels
with local knowledge. A rock, which dries 2.1m, lies in the
fairway in the narrowest part of this inlet. The land at the head
is low and a small pier is situated on the W side of the inlet.

The navigable channel leading between Keava and Greinam
has a least depth of 9m and a least width of 200m. Kyles Kea-
va, the channel lying W of Keava, has a least navigable width
of 150m and depths of 9 to 20m in the fairway. Sgeirean Barra-
glom, a rock which dries 0.6m, lies on the W side of the fair-
way, about 0.2 mile WNW of the NW extremity of Keava.
Water Rock, which dries 0.6m, lies on the E side of the fairway
about 100m NNW of the NW extremity of Keava. Eilean Kear-
stay, an island, lies in the middle of the loch, 0.3 mile S of Kea-
va, and is 36m high. Narrow channels lie on each side of this
island. The W channel has a least depth of 9.7m in the fairway
and a least navigable width of 50m. The E channel has a least
depth of 2.7m, but is seldom used. Submarine cables extend
across both of these channels.

The wide clear bay located between Eughlam, a narrow islet
lying off the E side of Great Bernera, and Eilean More affords
safe anchorage, in depths up to 26m, muddy sand, with good
holding ground. It is reported that large vessels have remained
at anchor here for up to 6 weeks during the winter, with no
crew on board. The bay is open to the N and some slight swell
comes in during gales from that direction.

The entire width of East Loch Roag in this vicinity affords
anchorage, in depths of 12 to 20m, if required, but the holding
ground on the E side is not as good as that on the W side.

6.36 Breasclete Bay (58°13'N., 6°45'W.) lies on the E side
of the loch and E of Keava. It affords good and safe anchorage
in depths of 7 to 14m, mud, with good holding ground. Vessels
are advised to anchor, in depths of 9 to 11m, about 0.3 mile NE
of the SE extremity of Keava.

Port A Chaoil (58°14'N., 6°47'W.), an inlet, lies on the E
side of East Loch Roag, 0.7 miles within the entrance. It af-
fords good anchorage to small vessels, in a depth of 8m, but
several shoals obstruct the approach.

Loch Barraglom is located with its E entrance near the SE
extremity of Great Bernera. It is occasionally used by small

vessels, but is mostly shallow and obstructed by rocks. Loch
Ceann Hulavig, located at the head of East Loch Roag, is sel-
dom entered by vessels. This inlet is generally shallow and the
tidal currents at its entrance are strong. A submarine cable and
several submarine water pipelines extend across the entrance to
this loch.

Ard Laimishader (58°17'N., 6°49'W.), located 1.5 miles
SW of Tuimpan, is the NW extremity of a headland which rises
to Ben Laimishader, 114m high. This latter hill has a promi-
nent pointed apex with an abrupt descent on its E side. A light
is shown from a conspicuous white hut, Sm high, standing on
the point.

The stretch of coast extending between the E entrance point
of East Loch Roag and Aird More Bragor, 6.4 miles NE,
should be given a wide berth. It is indented by several small in-
lets which can afford shelter during offshore winds for small
vessels with local knowledge.

6.37 Aird More Bragor (58°21'N., 6°40'W.), 37m high, is
a broad, rugged, and indented headland. The coast extends
ENE for 4 miles from this headland to Aird Barvas. The S part
of this stretch consists of cliffs, 15 to 30m high, and the N part
is low and interspersed with sandy patches. Between Aird Bar-
vas and Aird Dell, 8 miles NE, the coast consists of grassy
banks which slope moderately to the sea.

Toa Galson, a prominent rocky point, is located 1.8 miles
SW of Aird Dell and has a black vertical face, 29m high. A
conspicuous farmhouse stands 0.7 mile SW of this point.

Hen Shoal, with a depth of 8.8m, lies 1 mile offshore, about
2 miles W of Toa Galson. Dell Rock, which is steep, lies 0.4
mile NNW of Aird Dell.

Cunndal Bay (58°29'N., 6°18'W.) lies between Aird Dell
and the SW extremity of the Butt of Lewis. Its shore is fringed
by extensive sandy beaches. A church and several houses are
situated close inland of this bay and are visible from seaward.

#

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Butt of Lewis Light

6.38 The Butt of Lewis (58°31'N., 6°16'W.), the N ex-
tremity of The Outer Hebrides, is fronted with vertical cliffs,
15 to 21m high, and fringed by foul ground. This point, which
is very radar conspicuous, rises to a summit, 41m high, about 1
mile S of its N extremity. A light is shown from a very conspic-
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uous tower, 37m high, standing on the N extremity of the point, masts stand 1.3 miles S of the light.
at the brink of the cliff. A prominent two-story building stands Lith Sgeir, a steep-to rock, is the northernmost of several
close S of the light, but is not visible from the W. Several radio above-water rocks which extend up to 0.2 mile N of the point.
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SECTOR 7

NORTH COAST—CAPE WRATH TO PENTLAND FIRTH

Plan.—This sector describes the N coast of Scotland from
Cape Wrath to Pentland Firth. Solan Bank, Sule Skerry, Stack
Skerry, and Skerry Bank are also described. The descriptive se-
quence is from W to E.

General Remarks

7.1  The N coast of Scotland extends from Cape Wrath in
a general E direction for 52 miles to Dunnet Head, the SW en-
trance point of Pentland Firth. High land and numerous peaks
back the rugged shoreline which is broken by several inlets,
coves, and small bays. In general, the coast is steep-to with
dangers lying close inshore in many places.

Tides—Currents.—In the vicinity of Cape Wrath and close
inshore, the tidal current always sets W, but at a position about
2 miles NE of the cape, it sets both E and W. The E current
usually begins 6 hours before HW and the W current at HW at
Stromness. At a position about 7 miles NNW of the cape, the
tidal currents set ENE and WSW. The ENE current usually be-
gins 4 hours before HW and the WSW current begins 2 hours
45 minutes after HW at Stromness. In this area, the currents
generally attain rates of 1.5 knots at springs.

In the vicinity of Cape Wrath, heavy and dangerous seas often
result when the tidal currents are opposed by strong winds.

The tides rise about 4.6m at springs and 3.5m at neaps at the
Kyle of Durness. The tidal currents run strongly through the
shallow channel in the inner part of this inlet, especially near
LW when the sands are uncovering, but they are hardly percep-
tible close outside the bar.

Generally, the tidal currents in Loch Eriboll are weak and
only attain rates of up to 0.5 knot in the channel leading W of
Chorrie Island.

In the entrance to the Kyle of Tongue, the E current begins 4
hours 45 minutes before HW and the W current begins 1 hour
15 minutes after HW at Stromness. A heavy sea is raised when
the latter part of the W current meets the current setting out of
the inlet.

At a position about 7 miles N of Torrisdale Bay, the E cur-
rent begins 3 hours 45 minutes before HW and the W current
begins 2 hours 30 minutes after HW at Stromness. These cur-
rents attain rates at springs of 1.4 knots.

Off Strathy Point, the E current begins 4 hours 15 minutes
before HW and the W current begins 1 hour 45 minutes after
HW at Stromness. These currents attain rates at springs of up
to 2.5 knots and always set N along the E side of the Strathy
peninsula.

Off Brims Ness, the E current begins 4 hours 15 minutes be-
fore HW and the W current begins 1 hour 45 minutes after HW
at Stromness. These currents attain rates at springs of about 3
knots. During strong winds, a dangerous sea is raised when
strong tidal currents set over the Whales Back.

Both the E and W tidal currents enter and circle Thurso Bay
and attain rates at springs not exceeding 1.2 knots. In Scrabster
Road and Dunnet Bay, the tidal currents are hardly perceptible.

Off Holborn Head, the E current begins 4 hours 15 minutes
before HW at Stromness. It sets toward Scrabster Road for the
first 2 hours and then part of it gradually turns W and N to form
a countercurrent between Little Head and Holborn Head. The
tidal current on the W side of Thurso Bay sets N for the dura-
tion of the W current.

At a position about 0.5 mile N of Dunnet Head, the W cur-
rent begins 45 minutes after HW at Stromness and the E cur-
rent begins 5 hours 30 minutes before HW at Stromness. The
current runs N along the E side of Dunnet Bay during both the
E and W main tidal currents, the set being due in the latter case
to the countercurrent that is formed.

Caution.—Marine farms are situated within many of the in-
lets and lochs along this stretch of coast.

Off-lying Dangers

7.2  Nun Rock (58°52'N., 4°58'W.), with a depth of 4.3m,
lies 15 miles N of Cape Wrath. When the tidal currents are run-
ning strongly, this weed-covered pinnacle rock is marked by
breakers and tide rips.

Nun Bank extends up to 8 miles N and 1 mile S from Nun
Rock. It has depths of 21 to 54m and a bottom of sand, rocks,
and broken shell.

Solan Bank (59°04'N., 4°53'W.) has depths of 36 to 55m
and a bottom of sand, stones, and shells.

Sule Skerry (59°05'N., 4°24'W.), a flat and grass-covered
island, is 12m high and fringed by shallow reefs. A rocky
patch, with a depth of 14.6m, lies about 1 mile NE of the island
and breaks during W gales. A light is shown from a prominent

| tower, 27m high, standing on this island. A raco
of 18.8m, lies
2 miles N of the light.

Sule Stack (59°01'N., 4°30'W.), a steep-to and rocky islet, is
36m high. It has the appearance of a double rock when viewed
from the W and the appearance of a vessel under sail when
viewed from the S.

m

Sule Skerry from S
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Sule Stack

Cape Wrath to Dunnet Head

7.3  Cape Wrath (58°37'N., 5°00'W.), the NW extremity
of the mainland of Scotland, is a bold and rocky headland. It is
110m high and gives very conspicuous radar return. A light is
shown from a prominent tower, 20m high, standing on the
cape. However, it is reported that this tower is frequently ob-
scured by fog. A wind generator is situated close to the light.

Duslic Rock, which dries 3.4m, lies 0.8 mile NNE of Cape
Wrath and is steep-to. Vessels with local knowledge sometimes
pass S of this rock in order to take advantage of the prevailing
W current in the passage and to avoid the adverse currents set-
ting N of it.

Caution.—Firing exercises involving the use of live ammu-
nition by ships and aircraft take place occasionally within an

area lying off Cape Wrath. This area extends up to 5 miles sea-
ward between the cape and Faraid Head, 7.2 miles ESE. A tar-
get buoy is moored 1.7 miles WNW of the latter headland.

By day, the red flags on the S extremities of the area will be
exhibited at half-mast to notify vessels that they are within the
area. At night, such notification will be conveyed by the con-
tinuous signaling, by searchlight, in the direction of the vessel
of the group IB (you should keep clear of the firing range) from
the International Code of Signals. When so notified, vessels
should leave the area immediately, except in cases of emergen-

cy.

7.4  An Garbheilean (58°37'N., 4°52'W.), an islet, lies
close offshore, 3.8 miles E of Cape Wrath. It is grass-covered
and 30m high. A reef, with a least depth of 2.7m, extends up to
0.4 mile NW from this islet.

The Kyle of Durness (58°36'N., 4°49'W.), an irregular inlet,
is entered between Stoir Point, located 6.7 miles ESE of Cape
Wrath, and Farout Point, 1 mile E. Immediately within the en-
trance, this inlet widens slightly to form Balnakeil Bay. A vil-
lage, with a prominent church, is situated on the SE shore of
this bay. The inner part of the inlet, which extends for 5 miles
in a S direction, is almost completely filled with drying banks
and fronted by a sand bar. Heavy swells from the NW frequent-
ly set into this inlet and it does not provide a safe anchorage.

Faraid Head (58°36'N., 4°46'W.) is a bold and steep-to
headland, 96m high. It is the N extremity of the peninsula
which forms the E side of the entrance to the Kyle of Durness.
A prominent building is situated 0.3 mile S of this headland.

Clach Mhor na Faraid, a pinnacle rock, is 51m high. It is the
tallest of a group of detached rocks and is located 0.2 mile oft-
shore, 0.5 mile SE of Faraid Head.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Cape Wrath
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7.5 Sango Bay (58°34'N., 4°44'W.), a small cove, indents
the irregular coast midway between Faraid Head and Loch Eri-
boll. The village of Sangomore is situated at the head of the
cove and a radio mast stands on Old Castle Point, the W en-
trance point.

Hoan Island (58°34'N., 4°41'W.), grass-covered, is the larg-
est of several islands lying on the W side of the approach to
Loch Eriboll. An Dubh Sgeir, a rocky islet, is 10m high and
lies about 0.3 mile NE of Hoan Island. It is the outermost dan-
ger lying off this section of the coast. Several rocks, which
break, obstruct the passage leading between this islet and Hoan
Island. An Cruachan, a small round-topped rock, is 2m high
and lies 0.4 mile NW of Hoan Island. Several other small islets,
fringed by rocks, lie close inshore to the SW of Hoan Island.

Anchorage is available, in depths up to 16m, sand, to the S of
Hoan Island, but the area is open to winds from the E and NE.

Ant-Aigeach (58°33'N., 4°39'W.), located at the W side of
the entrance to Loch Eriboll, is formed by a small peninsula
which is joined to the coast by a narrow neck of land. It rises to
a well-defined summit, but is difficult to distinguish from the
higher hills to the SW.

Eilean Cluimhrig, a small table-topped islet, lies 0.3 mile NE
of Ant-Aigeach and has mostly cliffy sides. It is bare, rocky,
13m high, and fringed by rocks. A narrow chasm, located near
its center, almost divides this islet into two parts. Several rocks,
awash, lie up to about 0.3 mile W of the islet.

Loch Eriboll (58°33'N., 4°38'W.), a steep-sided inlet, has
general depths of 36 to 55m and extends inland in a SW direc-
tion for about 9 miles. It is entered between Eilean Cluimhrig
and Whiten Head, 2.3 miles NE.

Rispond Bay, a small partially drying inlet, lies 0.2 mile S of
An-Aigeach. It has a village situated at the head and is used by
small craft. A’chleit and Eilean Dubh, two small islets, lie close
offshore, 1.8 miles S of Ant-Aigeach. They are both connected
to the W side of the loch by drying reefs. Portnancon, a small
cove with a village situated at the head, lies close S of Eilean
Dubh.

The E side of the loch is more irregular than the W side and
drying rocks lie up to 300m offshore in several places. The
River Hope flows into the E side of the loch, 3.5 miles S of
Whiten Head. Sgeir a Bhuic, a drying reef, lies 0.4 mile NW of
the mouth of this river and is surmounted by a small islet, 8m
high.

White Head, a prominent cliffy point, is located 1.1 miles
WSW of the mouth of the river and is marked by a light. A
prominent white patch is located on the rocks below the light.

7.6 Chorrie Island (Eilean Choraidh) (58°29'N.,
4°42'W.), lying 2.7 miles SW of White Head, is the largest is-
land within the loch. It is grassy, 24m high, and fronted by
reefs. Vessels can pass to the E or W of this island. The E chan-
nel is the deepest and safest with a fairway, 0.3 mile wide, and
depths of 18 to 51m. The fairway of the W channel is 300m
wide and has a least depth of 7.8m.

Ard Neackie, a small peninsula, is located 1.4 miles ENE of
Chorrie Island. It is connected to the E side of the loch by a
causeway and appears as an island from the N.

Loch Eriboll offers little protection from winds from the NE
or the SW. Gales from these directions often sweep up and
down the loch during the winter, but the full force of the heavy

seas does not penetrate into the inner part, S of Ard Neackie,
because of the conformation of the land. Vessels can anchor as
convenient, SW of Ard Neackie, over a bottom of mostly mud.
Camas an Duin, one of the largest bays indenting the sides of
the loch, is entered close S of Ard Neackie. Good anchorage is
available, in a depth of 14m, in the S part of this bay. However,
the N part of the bay is exposed to SW winds and the weed-
covered bottom provides a poor holding ground. Good anchor-
age is also available, in depths of 13 to 27m, mud, in the mid-
dle of the loch between the S end of Chorrie Island and the
head. However, the anchorage near the head is exposed to the
full force of the SW gales which blow down through the moun-
tain ravines with considerable strength. The tidal currents with-
in this loch are generally weak and attain rates of only 0.5 knot.

7.7 Whiten Head (58°35'N., 4°35'W.), the E entrance
point of Loch Eriboll, is formed by a cliff located between two
headlands. The E headland is dark, red-veined, and 156m high.
The W headland is 138m high, white, and very conspicuous
when the sun strikes it. The Sisters (Stacan Bana), consisting of
a pair of white pinnacle rocks, is located midway between the
headlands. These rocks are 46 and 54m high and lie about
200m offshore. Bodach Dearg, another pinnacle rock, is 23m
high and lies 100m W of the E headland.

From Whiten Head, the coast trends E for 1.3 miles to Cleit
an t-Seabhaig (Babach Head), a prominent red promontory,
160m high. A rock, 4m high, lies close offshore, about 200m N
of this promontory.

The coast then extends 3 miles SE to Achaninver Bay, a
small sandy-bottomed bight. Cliffs rise up to 240m high in
some places along this stretch of shore.

Cnoc Glass (58°33'N., 4°26'W.), 68m high, is the E entrance
point of Achaninver Bay and also the W entrance point of the
Kyle of Tongue.

7.8 Ben Hutig (Ben Hutich) (58°33'N., 4°31'W.), with a
prominent summit, is 406m high and rises 2 miles inland,
about midway between Loch Eriboll and the Kyle of Tongue.

The Kyle of Tongue (58°32'N., 4°23'W.), open to winds
from the N, is the easternmost of the long and narrow inlets in-
denting the N coast of Scotland. It extends inland in a SSW di-
rection for about 7 miles, but the inner 5 miles consists of a
sand-filled area and is fronted by a bar. A causeway carrying a
road extends across the inlet, 3 miles from the head. A narrow
and shallow channel, which passes under the causeway, leads
through the sands to the head.

From the W, the entrance of this inlet is not easily identified
and the off-lying islands are difficult to distinguish from each
other.

Cnoc an Fhreiceadain (58°30'N., 4°23'W.), a prominent
hill, stands on the E side of the inlet. It is 306m high and is a
useful landmark when approaching the entrance. A radio mast
stands 0.5 mile S of this hill.

Eilean Nan Ron (58°33'N., 4°20'W.), 74m high, lies 0.5
mile N of Torrale Head, the E entrance point. This bold and
rocky island is fringed by rocks and two small islets lie close
NW of it.

The Kyle of Tongue can be entered, in depths of 14 to 25m,
between Cnoc Glass and Eilean Nan Ron. Caol Raineach (Kyle
of Rannock), the passage leading SE of Eilean Nan Ron, has a
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least depth of 9.1m in the fairway. Local knowledge is advised.

Eilean a Chaoil (58°33'N., 4°26'W.), an islet, lies close off-
shore, 0.5 mile SE of Cnoc Glass. From Cnoc Glass, the W
side of the inlet trends SSE for 2 miles to Ard Sgianaid. Several
other islets lie close off this section of the shore.

7.9 The Rabbit Islands (58°32'N., 4°24'W.), consisting
of two grass-covered islands, lie 0.5 mile NE of Ard Sgianaid.
They are connected to each other and to the side of the loch by
a shoal spit which nearly dries. Sgeir an Oir, a rocky islet, is
40m high and lies close N of the northeasternmost island.
Dubh Sgeir More (The Skerries), formed by a group of rocks,
lies 0.7 mile offshore, midway between Eilean a Chaoil and
Sgeir an Oir. No channels lead into the inlet to the W or S of
the Rabbit Islands. Temporary anchorage can be taken, in a
depth of 7m, sand, SE of the Rabbit Islands.

Skullomie Harbor, a shallow cove, lies on the E side of the
lock, 2 miles SSW of Torrale Head, and is used by fishing ves-
sels.

From Torrale Head, the coast extends 10.5 miles ENE to
Strathy Point and is indented by several bights.

Neave Island (58°33'N., 4°18'W.) lies close offshore, 1.3
miles E of Torrale Head. It is rugged and 68m high. The strati-
fied formation on the N side gives this island a peculiar striped
and prominent appearance.

Strathy Point (58°36'N., 4°01'W.), 35m high, is located at
the N end of a peninsula which projects 2 miles N from the
coast. Garbh Eilean, a rocky and steep-to islet, lies close W of
this point. A disused lighthouse, 14m high, with an attached
dwelling stands on the point.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Strathy Point Light (disused)

The W side of the peninsula is fringed by small islets and
rocks, and the E side is lined with cliffs.

Between Strathy Point and Holborn Head, 15 miles E, sever-
al small bays indent the coast.

Rubha Na Cloiche (58°34'N., 3°57'W.), located 2.8 miles
SE of Strathy Point, is a bold and granite point, 79m high. Rub-
ha Bhra (Skerry Point), a rocky headland, is located 0.8 mile E
of this point and The Stag of Port, a large drying rock, lies
close off it.

Port Skerra (Port Skerry), a very small cove, is entered close
E of Rubha Bhra and is used by local boats.

Rubha Antuir (58°34'N., 3°54'W.), 94m high, is a rounded

and bold headland fringed with drying rocks.

7.10 Sandside Head (58°34'N., 3°48'W.) is formed by an
overhanging cliff, 75m high. The Stags, consisting of two dry-
ing rocks, front this point. Sandside Bay, a bight, is entered E
of the point and a small drying harbor, formed by piers, lies on
its W side.

In the vicinity of Sandside Bay, the nature of the countryside
starts to change. In contrast to the sharp-topped granite peaks
to the W, the hills rising to the E of the bay are lower and roll-
ing.

The extensive buildings of Dounreay Nuclear Power Station
stand near the coast, 1 mile ENE of the E entrance point of
Sandside Bay. These buildings include a very conspicuous
sphere, 58m in diameter, and a chimney, 57m high. This site is
in the process of being decommissioned. A disused airfield and
a heliport are situated behind the buildings.

A lighted buoy is moored about 0.5 mile NW of the sphere
and marks the seaward end of an outfall pipeline.

Brims Ness (58°37'N., 3°40'W.) is a salient point. Its E side
is formed by a cliff, 35m high, and its W side slopes gradually
to a low point. Whales Back, a steep-to rocky ledge, extends up
to 0.4 mile N from the point. The inner half of this ledge dries
and the outer half has depths of less than 8m. A conspicuous
radio tower, 183m high, stands 1 mile SW of the point.

The coast extending E from Brims Ness gradually becomes
steeper and black, slate cliffs rise to heights of about 90m in
places.

Holborn Head (58°37'N., 3°32'W.), the W entrance point of
Thurso Bay, is steep-to and 31m high. The Clett (The Cleit), a
detached rock, lies close offshore, 0.2 mile W of this point.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Holborn Head Light

7.11 Thurso Bay (58°37'N., 3°30'W.), the largest bay on
the N coast of Scotland, lies between Holborn Head and Rough
Head, 4 miles ENE. Scrabster Road lies at the W end of this
bay and Dunnet Bay indents the E end.

Thurso Bay has general depths in the entrance of 36 to 55m,
with a bottom formed of mostly sand, black specks, and shells.
Closer inshore, the bottom consists of rock and sand.

The Sands, a bank, lies in the approach to the bay, 1.8 miles
NW of Rough Head, and has a least depth of 29.8m. The
Grounds, an extensive rocky area, lies 1 mile ENE of Holborn
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Thurso Bay and Holborn Head Light

Head and has a least depth of 14m. During NW gales, the sea N of Scotland that wish to embark pilots before reaching the

breaks heavily over this area. complex Traffic Separation Schemes (TSS) established in the
North Sea.
Caution.—Deep sea pilots occasionally board vessels with- Salmon nets and lobster pots are situated along the shore of

in Thurso Bay. Such actions are carried out by vessels passing the bay in several places.

Scrabster Harbor—Berth Information
Berth ‘ Length ‘ Depth Remarks

Scrabster Harbor

South Wall 85m 4.5m General cargo, containers, and seafood.

Jubilee Quay 120m 7.5m General cargo, containers, ro-ro, and petroleum products.
Scrabster Fish Market Terminal

Fish Market Quay ‘ 120m ‘ 4.5m Seafood and fish products.

St. Ola Terminal
St. Ola Lay-by Berth 152m 5.5m Passengers.
St. Ola Ro-Ro Berth 115m 5.5m Ro-ro.

Queen Elizebeth Terminal

QE Lay-by Berth 180m 8.0m General cargo and passengers.
QE Ro-Ro Berth 160m 9.0m Ro-ro.
Tanker Berths (Scrabster Harbor)
Inner Basin 130m 4.5m Petroleum products.
Tanker 3m 7.5m Chemical and petroleum. This berth can accommodate vessels up to

25,000 dwt with an loa of 95m, a draft of 6.0m, and a beam of 12.5m.

Fuel 65m 4.5m Petroleum products.
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Scrabster Harbor

7.12 Scrabster Road (58°36'N., 3°33'W.) is the name giv-
en to the bight lying at the W end of Thurso Bay. The town of
Thurso stands on both banks of the River Thurso which flows
into the S part of this bight. A harbor, used by cruise ships,
fishing and survey vessels, fronts the town. The prominent ru-
ins of a castle are situated on the E side of the river and a
church, with a conspicuous spire, stands in the town.

Scrabster Harbor (58°37'N., 3°33'W.) (World Port Index
No. 32780), a medium-size port, lies in the NW part of Scrab-
ster Road. It is a fishing center and a terminal for ferries as well
as cruise vessels. The town stands close W of the harbor.

Tides—Currents.—Tides rise about 4.0m at springs and
1.8m at neaps.

Depths—Limitations.—There are five principal dock areas,
mostly lined by quays, as follows:

1. Queen Elizabeth Pier, the easternmost pier, has two
berths on its W side. A ro-ro berth lies at its S end. A lay-by
berth, lies at its N end.

2. Saint Ola Pier has a ro-ro berth on the SW side, The
NW side of Saint Ola Pier is designated as a lay-by berth.

3. Fish Basin is used by fishing vessels and has a
dredged depth of 4m.

4. Inner Basin has an entrance 15m wide; it is shallow

and used by fishing vessels, small craft, and yachts.

5. Outer Basin has an entrance 28m wide. and is used by
small commercial vessels of up to 90m in length.

For more berthing information see the table titled Scrabster
Harbor—Berth Information.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is not compulsory, but is advised. Pilots
board about 0.5 mile SE of Little Head. An ETA is required 24
hours in advance should a pilot be needed.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Scrabster—
Contact Information.

Anchorage.—The best anchorage is located 0.2 mile S of

| Little Head, blue clay bottom, in a depth of 9.0m._

| Scrabster—Contact Information

| Port

|| VHF VHF channels 12 and 16

| | Telephone | 44-1847-892-779

| | Facsimile 44-1847-892-353

. harbour @scrabster.co.uk (24 hours)
E-mail
ops @scrabster.co.uk (office hours)
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Scrabster—Contact Information

Web site

http://www.scrabster.co.uk

7.13 Dunnet Bay (58°37'N., 3°24'W.) lies on the E side of
Thurso Bay and is entered between Rough Head and Clardon
Head, 2.3 miles SW. The S shore of the bay is fringed by a
drying reef and several detached rocks. The N shore is fairly
steep-to and lined by cliffs which have fallen in places. A
sandy beach lies at the head of the bay and is backed by large
sand dunes. The villages of Dunnet and Castletown are
situated, respectively, at the NE and SW ends of the beach. A
conspicuous silo stands 1.7 miles ESE of Dunnet village.

A large radar aerial array and a prominent sphere stand 0.2
mile SW of Clardon Head. A prominent radar tower surmounts

a hill which rises about 2.5 miles SSE of the sphere.

Caution.—During W gales, a heavy swell sets into Dunnet
Bay and makes it untenable.

Fishing stakes project from the shores of the bay in several
places.

Numerous submarine cables, which may best be seen on the
chart, extend seaward from the S and E sides of the bay.

7.14 Dunnet Head (58°40'N., 3°22'W.), the N extremity
of Scotland and the SW entrance point of Pentland Firth, is lo-
cated 2 miles NNE of Rough Head. The coast between consists
of steep cliffs. This headland is fronted by a sheer cliff, 125m
high.

A light is shown from a prominent tower, 20m high, standing
on the headland.
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SECTOR 8

NORTH COAST—PENTLAND FIRTH

Plan.—Pentland Firth is described in this sector. The de-
scriptive sequence is from W to E. The S side of the firth from
Dunnet Head to Duncansby Head is described first, then the N
side, from Tor Ness to Cantick Head.

Pentland Firth

8.1 Pentland Firth (58°42'N., 3°24'W), 15 miles long, is
the strait which separates the Orkney Islands from the N coast
of Scotland. The Outer Sound, the main channel, lies between
the islands of Stroma and Swona. It is 2.5 miles wide, well
marked, and has depths of 54 to 73m. The Inner Sound lies be-
tween the island of Stroma and the coast of Scotland. This
channel is 1.3 miles wide and has general depths of over 22m.

Pentland Firth is deep and comparatively free of dangers, but
navigation within it can be particularly difficult and hazardous
at times because of the very strong tidal currents and the result-
ing unusual conditions. A careful study of the tidal currents
should be made before transiting through this passage.

At times, the tidal currents in the Outer Sound attain rates of
7 to 9 knots and those in the Inner Sound attain rates of 4 to 5
knots. The latter channel is naturally preferable when the cur-
rent is adverse, but it should not be used by large vessels at any
time. When the sea is smooth and the wind is light, Pentland
Firth is not dangerous. However, vessels can easily get into dif-
ficulty because heavy seas are raised when strong winds and
swells oppose the strong tidal currents. The rapid change from
smooth to rough water and the distinct lines of demarcation be-
tween the currents and countercurrents that prevail in the vicin-
ities of the islands and skerries are notable characteristics of
this passage. Even large vessels passing from one current area
into another may be violently swung around.

Vessels entering Pentland Firth should be prepared for rough
weather and extreme caution is necessary in hazy weather. Pas-
sage through the strait should not be attempted during fog by
low-powered or sailing vessels.

Tides—Currents

The tidal currents for Pentland Firth are shown as insets on
the current charts for the Orkney Islands.

The tide rips, overfalls, countercurrents, and eddies resulting
from the very strong tidal currents can seriously impede navi-
gation throughout Pentland Firth. The wide variations in the set
and drift of these tidal currents and the variableness in the ex-
tent of the rips and countercurrents make it difficult to allow
for their effects with any degree of accuracy. Within the firth
there may be an appreciable difference in the direction and
strength of the tidal currents over a comparatively small water
area.

The tidal currents close W of Pentland Skerries have been
observed to attain rates up to 16 knots at times. It was reported
that a vessel was unable to make headway in many parts of the
firth while making 11 knots through the water.

Peculiarities concerning the audibility of fog signals in Pent-
land Firth have been observed. At times, the fog signals were
reported to be less audible when vessels were proceeding to-
ward the signal with the tidal current than proceeding against
the current. For vessels approaching Muckle Skerry from the
E, the distance at which the fog signal can be heard has been
found to be considerably less during the period of the W cur-
rent than during the E current. In addition, when N of the sker-
ries, an echo of this signal may be heard coming from Little
Skerry.

Main Currents.—The main E current sets through the Out-
er Sound and passes N and S of Pentland Skerries. The S
branch sets SE between the skerries and Duncansby Head. The
N branch sets NE between South Walls and the island of Swo-
na, partly turning N in Scapa Flow and partly turning S be-
tween Swona and South Ronaldsay and rejoining the main
current setting through the Outer Sound. The S part of the main
E current sets toward the island of Stroma. Close W of this is-
land, it divides, partly setting NE and continuing as the main
current and partly turning SE through the Inner Sound and then
rejoining the main current off Duncansby Head.

The main W current enters Pentland Firth to the N and S of
Pentland Skerries. The S branch sets in a NW direction past
Duncansby Head and the main body of the current sets through
the Outer Sound. To the W of Pentland Skerries, the N part of
the main current branches N and passes between Swona and
South Ronaldsay. It then sets W and passes N of Swona to join
the current setting S out of Scapa Flow. These combined cur-
rents then set SW between Swona and South Walls and merge
into the main W current setting through the Outer Sound. The
S part of the main W current separates at the island of Stroma.
It partly sets through the Outer Sound and partly sets S of the
island through the Inner Sound. This latter branch sets NW out
of the Inner Sound and then W through the W part of the firth.
There is little current at the sides of the channel and both cur-
rents begin 3 hours later than in mid-channel. This situation is
probably due to the existence of countercurrents.

Tide rips.—In Pentland Firth there are two areas where tide
rips occur during both the E and W currents, two areas where
they occur during the E current only, and one area where they
occur during the W current.

The Bore of Duncansby and the Swilkie occur during both
the E and W tidal currents; the West Bore of Huna and the
Swona Flood Eddy Race occur during the E current; and The
Merry Men of Mey occurs during the W current.

The Bore of Duncansby, a tide rip and overfall, is caused by
the current running over the foul ground which extends NW
from Duncansby Ness. It begins 5 hours 30 minutes before
HW at Stromness, while the W current is still running, and ex-
tends toward Pentland Skerries. When the E current begins at
about 3 hours 15 minutes before HW at Stromness, the area of
broken water gradually shifts around to the NW. At about 30
minutes before HW at Stromness, when the E current is stron-
gest, this rip extends beyond the outer extremity of the foul
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ground.

The Swilkie, a tide rip, occurs off Swilkie Point, the N ex-
tremity of Stroma. It is caused by the countercurrents running
along the E or W side of the island and meeting with the main
current setting through the Outer Sound. Rips and whirlpools,
which are very heavy when strong winds oppose the main cur-
rent, are formed. The Swilkie is present at all times except near
slack water.

The West Bore of Huna, a tide rip, occurs when the E current
is deflected by the island of Stroma through the Inner Sound
and toward Huna Ness. It is dangerous during E and SE gales.

The Swona Flood Eddy Race, an area of broken water, is
raised when the general E current passing N of Swona turns SE
and meets the N countercurrent setting along the E side of the
island. The rips and whirlpools in this area extend SE from
North Head, the N extremity of Swona.

The Merry Men of Mey, a tide rip, extends entirely across
the W end of Pentland Firth during the strength of the W cur-
rent. It begins about 2 hours 15 minutes after HW at Stromness
and when the current begins to set W through the Inner Sound.
During the first hour of the W current, this tide rip extends W
from the Men of Mey Rocks toward Dunnet Head. As the
strength of the current increases, the rip gradually trends NW
toward Tor Ness, on the opposite and N side of the firth. At the
maximum strength of the current, the rip extends clear across
the W end of the firth. Even in fine weather, this tidal rip cre-
ates an area of heavy and broken sea. During the last 2 hours of
the main W current through the firth, the rip becomes detached
from the Men of Mey Rocks, leaving a passage between the
rocks and the broken sea. During W gales or swells and when
the current is strongest, a terrific and violent turbulence is cre-
ated across the firth. This violent tide rip forms a natural break-
water across the firth and vessels of sufficient power can safely
navigate to the E of it in comparatively smooth water. Howev-
er, the W current setting out of the Outer Sound can be very
strong, with rates in excess of 10 knots, and vessels should take
care to avoid being swept into the area of the rip.

Countercurrents.—During strong tidal currents, a counter-
current is set up behind nearly every salient point as the main
current sets past.

In the following descriptions, the term “eddy” is often syn-
onymous with the term “countercurrent.”

In Pentland Firth there are seven principal eddies or counter-
currents during the E tidal current.

The Brough Bay Eddy is formed by the E current setting past
Dunnet Head. It sets N along the land extending between
Brough Bay and Dunnet Head during all but about the first 30
minutes of the E current.

The Gills Bay Eddy occurs in Gills Bay and is caused by the
E current setting past St. John’s Point. It sets N between Gills
Bay and St. John’s Point for about the last 3 hours of the E tidal
current.

The Stroma Flood Eddy, which actually consists of two
countercurrents, extends up to 1 mile E from the E side of Stro-
ma. Part of the main current sets around the N and S ends of
the island and circles around toward the E side. These counter-
currents then follow the coast and rejoin the main current off
each end.

The Swona Flood Eddy extends up to about 2 miles SE from
the E side of the island of Swona. It is similar to the Stroma

Flood Eddy.

The island of Switha lies NE of Cantick Head, the SE ex-
tremity of South Walls, and is separated from it by Cantick
Sound. The current flowing S out of this sound forces the main
E tidal current running along the S side of South Walls away
from the land and then sets toward Brims Ness as The Switha
Eddy, a countercurrent. The current flowing out of Cantick
Sound begins at about HW at Stromness and the countercurrent
extends up to about 0.8 mile offshore.

The Liddel Eddy, a countercurrent, flows along the S coast
of South Ronaldsay. It is caused by the main E current being
forced away from the land by the current setting S along the E
side of South Ronaldsay. The latter current begins about 2
hours before HW at Stromness, and as it increases in force, it
pushes the main E current offshore and sets W toward Lother
Rock. This countercurrent increases in size until about 30 min-
utes before HW at Stromness when it occupies about half the
area between South Ronaldsay and Muckle Skerry. At about 1
hour 30 minutes after HW at Stromness and near the end of the
main tidal current period there is only a very narrow band of E
current running close N of Muckle Skerry.

The Pentland Skerries Flood Eddy, a NW countercurrent,
forms on the SE side of Pentland Skerries and may extend up
to 3 miles SE from Little Skerry and Clettack Skerry. It seldom
attains a rate exceeding 1.5 knots.

In Pentland Firth, there are four principal eddies or counter-
currents during the W tidal current, as follows:

1. The Pentland Skerries Ebb Eddy forms small counter-
currents or eddies to the W of Muckle Skerry and to the NW
of Little Skerry and Clettack Skerry.

2. Lother Rock Eddy, a countercurrent, forms W of
Lother Rock. The main W current curves around this rock
and toward the W side of South Ronaldsay.

3. The Swona Ebb Eddy, a countercurrent, is similar to
the Swona Flood Eddy, only it occurs on the W side of the is-
land. During the strength of the main W current, it may ex-
tend up to about 3 miles NW from the island.

4. The Stroma Ebb Eddy, a countercurrent, may extend
as far as the Merry Men of Mey, about 2.5 miles NW of Stro-
ma, during the strength of the W current. It is similar to the
Stroma Flood Eddy.

Pilotage

There are no licensed pilots for Pentland Firth available lo-
cally. However, the services of Deep Sea Pilots may be ob-
tained on application to the Forth Pilotage Authority at Leith.
Such pilots are normally embarked by prior arrangements in
Thurso Bay (58°37'N., 3°30'W.). Since such pilots may have to
travel considerable distances to the port of embarkation, ample
prior notice should be given to the pilotage agency.

Flotta Marine Terminal Pilot Station (58°46'N., 03°07'W.) is
situated in the N part of Pentland Firth.

Regulations

Mariners intending to use Pentland Firth should be aware of
very strong tidal currents and sets. Difficulties can be encoun-
tered when transiting either with or against the tide and masters
should ensure that a close watch is kept at all times on the
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128 Sector 8. North Coast—Pentland Firth

course, speed, and position of their vessels.

Masters of laden tankers not bound to or from Flotta and
Scapa Flow should not use the Pentland Firth in restricted visi-
bility or adverse weather. At other times, there may be a case
for transiting with the tide to reduce the time spent in the Firth,
although masters should take into account the general naviga-
tion warning above.

Vessels desiring to use the voluntary reporting system should
contact Aberdeen Coastguard on VHF channel 16 at least 1
hour prior to their ETA at the entrance of the firth and on final
departure from the firth, using the reporting format given in the
accompanying table.

Pentland Firth
Designator Information Required
ALFA 1t1:121me of vesse!, call sign, MMSI num-
er, port of registry, and flag.
Day of month (2 figures) and time in
BRAVO hours and minutes (UT/GMT in 4 fig-
ures).
Latitude (4 figures N or S) and longi-
%
CHARLIE tude (5 figures E or W).
True bearing (3 figures) and distance in
DELTA * miles (2 figures) from a clearly-identi-
fied landmark.
ECHO True course in degrees (3 figures).
FOXTROT Speed in knots and tenths of knots (3
figures).
GOLF Last port of call.
INDIA Destination.
MIKE VHF channels monitored.
OSCAR Deepest draft, in meters and centime-
ters.
PAPA Type and quantity of cargo.
QUEBEC Brief details on damage/deficiency/
other limitations.
* Either designator may be used.

Directions

8.2  Full-powered vessels.—Large vessels, with sufficient
power to stem an unfavorable tide, will experience fewer diffi-
culties in navigating Pentland Firth. The main channels, which
are wide and deep, are mostly free of off-lying dangers. Fre-
quent position fixing is essential to ensure a safe transit and
make the mariner aware of deviation from the planned track.

The Outer Sound, which is marked by aids, is the channel
generally used, although the Inner Sound may be used when
the tidal currents are unfavorable. At night, vessels should only
transit through the Outer Sound.

For vessels approaching the firth from the W, the light shown
from Muckle Skerry (Pentland Skerries) bearing about 093°
and in range with the light shown from Swilkie Point, at the N

end of the island of Stroma, leads through the W entrance of
the firth. When about 2.5 miles W of the N end of Stroma, ves-
sels should adjust course and pass not less than 0.5 mile N of
Swilkie Point. After passing Stroma, vessels should gradually
bring the light shown from the S end of the island of Swona to
bear about 328° astern and in range with the light shown from
Cantick Head. This astern alignment leads SSE out of the firth,
passing between Duncansby Head and Pentland Skerries. After
passing the N end of Stroma, an alternative route leads E out of
the firth, between Pentland Skerries and Lother Rock.

For vessels approaching the firth from the SE and proceed-
ing between Pentland Skerries and Duncansby Head, the light
shown from Cantick Head and the light shown from the S end
of Swona in range and bearing about 328° leads NNW into the
firth. When about 3.5 miles SSE of Swona, vessels should ad-
just course to the W and pass about 1 mile N of Swilkie Point,
at the N end of Stroma. They should then proceed out of the
firth passing about midway between Tor Point and Dunnet
Head.

Vessels approaching the firth from the E or NE may steer W
though the channel lying between Pentland Skerries and Lother
Rock. They should then adjust course to pass S of Swona and
continue W through the Outer Sound out of the firth.

Low-powered vessels.—The term low-powered vessels ap-
plies to those vessels capable of a speed of no more than 10
knots. Such vessels are advised to employ a deep sea pilot if
they are not familiar with the navigation of the firth or have no
local knowledge.

The following directions are given for low-powered vessels
which may experience difficulty in navigating the firth:

1. Vessels approaching the firth from W with the E
current and intending to pass through the Inner
Sound.—Vessels should keep Duncansby Head bearing less
than 110° and open S of Mell Head, the SW extremity of
Stroma. This route, which takes advantage of the current,
passes about 1 mile N of St. John’s Point. Vessels should
then adjust course to stay in mid-channel and pass around
the S end of Stroma and then SE out of the firth. Vessels
should also keep in mid-channel between Duncansby Head
and Pentland Skerries in order to retain the last of the favor-
able E current.

2. Vessels approaching the firth from W during the
W current, if the sea is not too heavy—Vessels should
pass N of and as close as conditions allow to Dunnet Head.
They should then adjust course and steer to pass about 1 mile
off St. John’s Point. Vessels that cannot stem the adverse cur-
rent should keep near to the shore of Brough Bay and within
0.5 mile of the coast until near St. John’s Point. Vessels
should attempt to arrive off St. John’s Point during the last 2
hours of the W tidal current when The Merry Men of Mey
tide rip has detached from the Men of Mey Rocks, leaving a
wide gap. Having passed St. John’s Point, vessels should
steer toward Mell Head. When close to this point, they
should adjust course and steer around Stroma, keeping to the
N side of the sound. Alternately, vessels may steer across the
sound and into Gills Bay. They may then proceed along the S
side of the sound, but care must be exercised as the mainland
shore is fronted by several dangers. By keeping to either side
of the Inner Sound, vessels will usually experience slack wa-
ter or possibly a weak countercurrent while the main W tidal
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current is still setting in the center of the channel.

3. Vessels approaching the firth from E during the E
current.— Vessels should keep close to the coast S of and in
the vicinity of Duncansby Head. By doing this, vessels will
experience comparatively slack water while the main E tidal
current sets SE farther to seaward. When close NE of Dun-
cansby Head, vessels should steer in a W direction with
Dunnet Head just open N of St. John’s Head and bearing not
more than 276°. This route leads N of the coastal dangers
and inside Duncansby Race. After passing Ness of Duncans-
by, vessels should proceed through the sound, keeping to the
S side of the passage. Care must be exercised as Duncansby
Head and the mainland shore between Ness of Duncansby
and Gills Bay are fronted by several dangers.

If the E current is still setting strongly in the vicinity of St.
John’s Point, vessels may wait in Gills Bay for slack water.
However, vessels should pass this point before The Men of
Mey tide rip forms, shortly after the beginning of the W tidal
current.

4. Vessels approaching the firth from E during the W
current.— Vessels should steer in a NW direction past Dun-
cansby Head and then adjust course to approach the Inner
Sound. They should pass through this passage by keeping in
the center of the channel and taking advantage of the favor-
able current. During the W tidal current, the races off Dun-
cansby Head and Ness of Duncansby are negligible.
However, The Merry Men of Mey tide rip is active and ves-
sels should pass St. John’s Point during the last 2 hours of
the current when it has become detached and a gap has
formed.

5. Vessels approaching the firth from NE.—Vessels
may steer W though the channel lying between Pentland
Skerries and Lother Rock.

During the W tidal current, vessels should pass Old Head
at a distance of about 0.5 mile. They should then proceed
away from the S coast of South Ronaldsay by adjusting
course toward Duncansby Head. When Swilkie Point, on the
N end of Stroma, is bearing more than 264°, vessels should
adjust course to steer in a W direction through the Outer
Sound and then continue W out of the firth. Failure to pro-
ceed away from the S side of South Ronaldsay incurs the risk
of being set onto Lother Rock or Swona by the NW part of
the tidal current.

During the E tidal current, vessels should avoid the tide rip
which forms close off Old Head and remain in Liddel Eddy,
between the latter point and Brough Ness. In this way, ves-
sels will avoid the risk of being set onto Pentland Skerries by
the strong SE part of the tidal current which flows between
Swona and South Ronaldsay. At the last of the E current,
vessels can adjust course and steer through the Outer Sound.
However, such vessels must also anticipate the risk of being
swept into The Merry Men of Mey tide rip by the strong W
current.

Caution

Both eddies and races are formed in several parts of Pentland
Firth. At times, some of these eddies are very strong and some
of the races are extremely violent. At extreme spring tides, the
races may be up to a third greater in strength.

Designated areas to be avoided, the limits of which may best
be seen on the chart, lie on the N side of Pentland Firth off the
E and W sides of the Orkney Islands. In order to avoid the risk
of oil pollution and severe damage to the environment, vessels
of more than 5,000 gt carrying oil or other hazardous cargoes
in bulk should keep clear of these areas.

Numerous fishing pots, marked by small buoys, may be en-
countered within 100m of the coasts in the vicinity of the firth.

During bad weather and strong gales, vessels may, rather
than transit the firth in unfavorable conditions, find it advanta-
geous to pass through Fair Isle Channel which leads between
the Orkney Islands and the Shetland Islands.

Large vessels, maneuvering to embark or disembark pilots,
may be encountered in the vicinity of Swona.

The large angles required between the actual heading of ves-
sels and their courses to be made good in order to counteract the
strong tidal currents may produce deceptive visual aspects, par-
ticularly when vessels are proceeding at slow speeds.

Pentland Firth—South Side

8.3 Dunnet Head (58°40'N., 3°22'W.), the N extremity
of Britain, is marked by a light and fully described in para-
graph 7.14.

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance
Dunnet Head Light

View of Dunnet Head

From Dunnet Head, the coast trends generally SSE for 1.8

Pub. 141



130 Sector 8. North Coast—Pentland Firth

miles and then E for 2 miles to form Brough Bay. Except for
The Cletts of Brough, two rocky islets lying in the SW corner,
this bay is free of offshore dangers. It has depths of 14 to 36m,
but the rocky bottom makes anchorage mostly unsuitable.

Scarfskerry Point is located 3.3 miles ESE of Dunnet Head.
It is double-headed, 9m high, and forms the E entrance point of
Brough Bay. The coast extending between this point and St.
John’s Point is fringed by a reef which extends up to 300m off-
shore. Mey Bay, a small and shallow bight, lies about midway
between these points.

St. John’s Point (58°40'N., 3°11'W.) is located about mid-
way between Dunnet Head and Duncansby Head, the NE ex-
tremity of Scotland. It is rugged and 15m high. Mey Hill, a
prominent hill, is 72m high and rises close S of this point.

The Men of Mey Rocks, a group of partly drying and above-
water rocks, is located close N of St. John’s Point. The outer-
most rock of this group lies 0.2 mile offshore.

A shoal bank, with depths of 11 to 18m, lies about 1.6 miles
NW of St. John’s Point. Another bank, with depths of 24 to
36m, lies about 2.5 miles NNW of the point.

8.4 Gills Bay (58°39'N., 3°09'W.), lying 1.5 miles SE of
St. John’s Point, is entered between Crees Head and Ness of
Quoys, 1.4 miles ESE. Temporary anchorage can be taken in
this bay during fine weather, but the rocky and sandy bottom
provides poor holding ground. A pier, 260m long with depths
of about 4m alongside the E side, is used by the ro-ro ferry to
St. Margret’s Hope. The pier, which boats can land in almost
any weather, extends from the rocky shores at the head of the
bay.

The Ness of Huna, a point off which violent turbulence occa-
sionally occurs, is located 1 mile ENE of Ness of Quoys.

Ness of Duncansby (58°39'N., 3°03'W.) is located 1.5 miles
E of Ness of Huna. It is low, grassy, and fringed by a reef. The
famous John o’ Groat’s Hotel stands on a mound, about 0.5
mile WSW of this point, and is prominent. A small boat harbor,
marked by a light, fronts the shore below the hotel. Foul
ground extends up to about 1.2 miles NNW of the point and
heavy breaking seas occur at the outer end. Temporary anchor-
age, during fine weather, can be taken, in a depth of 13m, about
0.3 mile NNE of the hotel. This berth is clear of the strength of
the tidal currents, but the holding ground is not good.

Duncansby Head (58°39'N., 3°01'W.) is located 1 mile ESE
of Ness of Duncansby. This point, along with the coast extend-
ing S of it, is fully described in paragraph 9.2.

Pentland firth—Off-lying Islands

8.5 Stroma (58°41'N., 3°07'W.) lies on the S side of

Pentland Firth. The Inner Sound, 1.5 miles wide, leads between
the S side of this island and the mainland of Scotland. The W
side of the island consists almost entirely of cliffs which are
fringed by below-water and drying rocks. The E side is mostly
rocky and flat. Cairn Hill, the summit, is 51m high and rises
close NW of Scarton Point, the SE extremity of the island. A
conspicuous church is reported to stand near the center of the
island.

Stroma Skerries, marked by a beacon, extend up to about 0.2
mile S from Mell Head, the SW extremity of the island. These
drying rocks are steep-to on the W side, but shelve on the S and
E sides. A small boat harbor lies 0.7 mile E of Mell Head. Ves-
sels can anchor, in a depth of 15m, shells, about 0.2 mile SSW
of this harbor. The berth is clear of the main tidal currents, but
the countercurrent attains a rate of about 1 knot in this vicinity.

Swilkie Point (58°42'N., 3°07'W.) is the N extremity of
Stroma. A light is shown from a prominent tower, 32m high,
standing on this point.

It is reported that a stranded wreck lies close off the SW side
of Stroma.

Swona (58°45'N., 3°03'W.) lies on the N side of Pentland
Firth. The E side of this island is lined by smooth cliffs and is
steep-to. The W side is low and fringed with rocks. Detached
rocks lie up to 300m seaward off the W and SE sides of the is-
land. Warbister Hill, with a summit 39m high, rises 0.6 mile
ENE of Tarf Tail, the SW extremity of the island. Triton Bank,
a rocky shoal area, has a least depth of 32m and lies about 1.3
miles NW of North Head, the N extremity of the island.

A light is shown from a column, 6m high, standing on Tarf
Tail and another light is shown from a hut with a pillar, 2m
high, standing on North Head.

8.6  Pentland Skerries (58°40'N., 2°55'W.) are the group
of islets and rocks which lie in the E entrance of Pentland Firth.
Channels leading into the firth pass both N and S of this group.

Muckle Skerry (58°41'N., 2°55'W.), the largest and north-
ernmost of the group, is a flat and grassy islet, 18m high. Reefs
fringe this islet and Bow, a shallow rock, lies close off its NW
side. Pentland Skerries Light is shown from a conspicuous
tower, 52m high, standing near the N side of this islet. A lower
tower, surmounted by a fog siren, is situated close S of the
light.

Little Skerry lies 0.8 mile SSE of Muckle Skerry. This rocky is-
let is 8m high and rocks extend up to 0.2 mile W from its W end.
The channel lying between these islets has depths of 22 to 36m.

Clettack Skerry, a group of above-water rocks, and Louther
Skerry, an above-water rock fringed by sunken rocks, lie about
0.7 mile and 0.5 mile NE, respectively, of Little Skerry. The
narrow passages leading between these dangers are foul.

Muckle Skerry
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Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Cantick Head Light

A rocky bank, about 0.5 mile wide, extends 3.5 miles SE
from Little Skerry and has general depths of 12 to 22m. Sandy
Riddle lies on the bank, about 1 mile SE of Little Skerry. This
small shoal area has a least depth of 11m and the sea breaks
heavily over it during SE gales.

Vessels awaiting the turn of the tidal currents can safely an-
chor on Sandy Riddle when the sea is smooth.

Pentland Firth—North Side

8.7  Pentland Firth is bounded to the N by the S shores of
the islands of Hoy, South Walls, and South Ronaldsay.

Tor Ness (58°46'N., 3°17'W.), the SW extremity of Hoy,
forms the NW entrance point of the firth. It is low, flat, and
fringed by drying rocks. Rocks extend up to 0.1 mile SW of
this point. A light is shown from a tower, 21m high, standing
on this point. Another tower is situated close SE of the light.

The W entrance of Pentland Firth, which is 7 miles wide, lies
between Tor Ness and Dunnet Head.

Brims Ness (58°46'N., 3°14'W.) is located at the S end of a
peninsula which projects 1 mile SE from the S end of Hoy.
This point is low, rugged, and fringed by foul ground. High
seas, resulting from the strong tidal currents, may be encoun-
tered off this point.

Aith Hope (58°46'N., 3°14'W.), a small inlet, is entered
close E of Brims Ness and is open to the SE. It provides inse-

cure and exposed anchorage to small vessels, in depths up to
11m. Long Hope, a mostly shallow and foul inlet, lies between
the N side of the island of South Walls and Hoy. A causeway,
which separates Aith Hope from Long Hope, connects the W
end of South Walls to the S end of Hoy.

8.8 Cantick Head (58°47'N., 3°08'W.) lies at the SE end
of South Walls. This steep-sided point is fronted by cliffs, up to
12m high. A light is shown from a prominent tower, with
dwellings, standing on the point. A lighted beacon, is situated
0.3 mile N of the light and marks the Ruff of Cantick, a reef,
which extends NE from the shore.

The coast extending N of Cantick Head is described with the
S approach to Scapa Flow in paragraph 14.64.

Lother Rock (58°44'N., 2°59'W.), a drying reef, lies 0.5
mile W of Brough Ness, the SW extremity of the island of
South Ronaldsay. A lighted beacon, equipped with a racon, is
situated near the SW end of this reef.

Between Brough Ness and Old Head, 1.5 miles E, the S
coast of the island is fringed with rocks. A disused coastguard
lookout building is situated on Brough Ness and is conspicu-
ous. Old Skerries, a reef with several above-water rocks, ex-
tends up to about 0.2 mile E from Old Head. The W coast of
South Ronaldsay is described with the S approach to Scapa
Flow in paragraph 14.64.
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SECTOR 9

EAST COAST—DUNCANSBY HEAD TO TARBAT NESS

Plan.—This sector describes the NE coast of Scotland from
Duncansby Head to Tarbat Ness, including Dornoch Firth. The
descriptive sequence is from N to S.

General Remarks

9.1 Several bays indent the N part of this stretch of coast
and the high, steep cliffs along the shoreline are backed by high
hills. Close inland, several of the peaks rise to heights of about
600m. There are only numerous small fishing harbors in this
area and no major ports.

Tides—Currents.—A countercurrent sets N along the
shores of Freswick Bay, beginning at about 5 hours 45 minutes
before HW at Dover. Along the N side of the bay, this counter-
current runs until about 3 hours 15 minutes after HW at Dover.

Along the S side of Sinclairs Bay, the tidal currents set E
most of the time.

At a position about 3 miles offshore and to the S of Wick, the
S current begins about 5 hours before HW at Dover. The N cur-
rent begins about 1 hour 15 minutes after HW at Dover. These
currents attain rates at springs of 1.8 knots.

At a position about 3 miles ESE of Clyth Ness, the S tidal
current begins 4 hours before HW at Dover and the N current
begins 2 hours after HW at Dover.

Off Dunbeath Harbor, the S current begins 4 hours before
HW at Dover and the N current begins 2 hours after HW at Do-
ver. These currents attain rates of 1 knot at springs.

Off the village of Brora, the N tidal current, which attains a
rate of 0.5 to 0.8 knot, begins about 1 hour before HW at Dover
and runs for 7 to 8 hours, after which the S current begins. The
S current, which attains a rate of 0.5 knot, sets SE and away
from the land.

Off Tain Bar, at a position about 3.5 miles W of Tarbat Ness,
the SW current begins 5 hours 25 minutes before HW at Dover
and the NE current begins 1 hour 20 minutes after HW at Do-
ver. The current, which attains a rate of about 0.5 knot at
springs, is more or less rotary, clockwise, with the SW current
changing gradually from S to W and the NW current changing
from about N to E.

Off Dornoch Point, the W current attains a rate of 1 knot and
the E current attains a rate of 1.5 knots at springs.

Off Ard na Cailc, the W current begins 3 hours 30 minutes
before HW at Dover and the E current begins 2 hours 15 min-
utes after HW at Dover. There is practically no period of slack
water. The W current attains a rate of 2 knots and the E current
attains a rate of 2.5 knots.

In the inner part of Dornoch Firth, the W current runs for on-
ly about 3 hours, continuing until the tide has fallen by about
0.6m, after which the E current begins and runs for 9 hours. At
half ebb, the current attains a rate of 5 to 6 knots.

Caution.—Submarines exercise frequently, both surfaced
and dived, in areas off this stretch of coast.

Several oil and gas fields, with production platforms and
submarine pipelines, have been established off the coast and

may best be seen on the chart.

Duncansby Head to Dornoch Firth

9.2 Duncansby Head (58°39'N., 3°01'W.), a steep-sided
promontory, is the NE extremity of Scotland. It is 62m high
and fringed by several detached rocks. A light, shown from a
prominent tower, 11m high, stands on the point. A racon is sit-
uated at the light. A radio mast stands close SSW of the light.

Skirza Head (58°36'N., 3°02'W.) is located 3 miles S of
Duncansby Head. The coast between consists of sheer cliffs
and is fronted by several detached pinnacles of rock standing
on drying ledges which extend up to about 200m seaward. The
Stack of Duncansby, the largest and highest of these detached
pinnacles, stands 1 mile S of Duncansby Head and can be seen
protruding over the land. Skirza Head consists of a sheer cliff,
30m high, with numerous caves penetrating its base.

Freswick Bay (58°35'N., 3°04'W.) is entered between Skir-
za Head and Ness Head, 1 mile SSW. Ness Head is fronted by
several shallow rocks and the ruins of a castle are situated near
the cliff edge, 0.5 mile S of it. A prominent building stands
near the head and a small pier is situated on the N shore of the
bay. Coasters can obtain anchorage, in a depth of 6m, sand,
about 0.2 mile SSW of the pier. However, local knowledge is
advised as a dangerous wreck lies in the entrance of the bay.

Sinclairs Bay (58°30'N., 3°05'W.) lies between Brough
Head, located 2 miles SSW of Ness Head, and Noss Head, 4.5
miles SSE. It has no off-lying dangers. The W shore is low and
sandy, but the N and S shores are steep and rocky. Keiss Harbor
and Ackergill Harbor, both fishing boat harbors, lie on the NW
side and in the SW corner, respectively, of the bay. A conspicu-
ous water tower, 20m high, stands on rising ground, 1.4 miles
WNW of Brough Head.

9.3 Noss Head (58°29'N., 3°03'W.), the S entrance point,
is a bold headland. It has a sheer, dark, and steep-to face, 37m
high. A light is shown from a prominent tower, 18m high,
standing on the point. Several prominent radio masts stand
close W of the light.

Keiss Castle, a modern building, stands 4 miles NNW of
Noss Head. It is situated behind the ruins of an ancient castle
and is prominent from seaward. Ackergill Tower, a gray build-
ing, stands 2 miles W of Noss Head and resembles a castle.

During good weather, vessels can anchor, as convenient, in
Sinclairs Bay, but it is not safe in unsettled conditions. With
winds from between SW and SE, the best anchorage, in a depth
of 16m, is about 1.2 miles WNW of Noss Head.

Staxigoe (58°27'N., 3°03'W.), a prominent village, stands at
the head of a small inlet, 1.5 miles S of Noss Head. A danger-
ous wreck lies about 0.6 mile ESE of this inlet.

Caution.—Due to the existence of submarine cables, a pro-
hibited anchorage area lies within Sinclairs Bay and may best
be seen on the chart. Anchorage is prohibited in the SW part of
the bay and within 0.7 mile of the S shore.
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Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Duncansby Head Light

Courtesy of Scottish Radiance

Noss Head Light and Grinigoe Castle Ruins

94  Wick (58°26'N., 3°05'W.) (World Port Index No.
32380), an important fishing center, lies at the head of Wick
Bay and consists of two harbors, River Harbor and Main Har-
bor, which are protected by stone piers. The bay is entered be-
tween North Head and South Head, 0.7 mile SSW. It is steep-
sided and fringed on both sides with rock ledges.

Winds—Weather.—The bay is very exposed and winds

from between NE and SSW can build up heavy seas. Occasion-
ally, even though W winds or calms are being experienced at
Wick, a heavy swell from the effects of E winds in the North
Sea can be experienced in the entrance of the bay. During peri-
ods of severe frost, with little or no wind, a heavy E swell can
also be experienced.

Tides—Currents.—The tides rise about 2.8m at springs and
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Ackergill Tower

1.4m at neaps.

There is usually little or no current experienced in the bay,
but the tidal currents set strongly parallel to the coast near the
entrance.

Depths—Limitations.—The bay has a general depth of
16m. The remains of an old breakwater, marked by a beacon,
lie on a partially-drying spit that extends up to 300m NE from
the S shore of the bay, midway between South Head and the
harbors.

Main Harbor has an entrance, 18.3m wide, and is divided by
a jetty into two basins. This harbor provides 1,370m of quay-
age and is mostly used by fishing vessels. Most areas of the In-
ner Harbor and Outer Harbor are dredged to 1.8 to 2.3m. The
harbor authority should be contacted for most recent depth and
allowable draft information. Small vessels up to 89m in length
and 4.9m draft can be handled alongside.

River Harbor, lying NE of the N pier of Main Harbor, has an
entrance, 36.5m wide, and has been developed into an oil and
gas facility service base. A berth, 137m long, has depths along-
side of 5.1m. An approach channel, 40m wide and 300m long,
has a least depth of 4.0m. Depths in the harbor in the central
and S parts are dredged and range from 0.3 to 4.8m.

For smaller vessels, in order to pass safely through the nar-
row entrance passage, a line may be passed to shore and se-
cured to the head of the Commercial Pier (North Pier) and the
vessel swung into the Outer Harbor. This is not necessary for
small craft and vessels fitted with bow propulsion.

Aspect.—A coastguard lookout and signal station tower, 6m
high, stands on South Head and is conspicuous. Another tower,
a memorial tower, stands among houses on top of the cliffs, 0.4
mile W of North Head.

A prominent light tower, 11m high, stands on the head of the
S pier at Main Harbor and a tall chimney stands near the root.
The prominent tank of an ice-making plant, 18m high, stands
near the outer end of the jetty which projects into Main Harbor.
Two framework floodlight towers, each 32m high, stand on the
N pier of Main Harbor and are conspicuous.

A directional light is shown from a metal column, 7m high,
standing on the N end of a bridge at the head of River Harbor.

A range marks the entrance. The front mark is a black pole
with an orange triangle, apex down, 13m high; the rear mark is

the same but with the apex up and is 10m high. The alignment
(285°) of the range marks the S limit of the safe approach to
the Outer Harbor

When approaching from S mariners are advised to keep Noss
Head Light bearing less than 358° and well open E of the land
near Staxigoe until South Pier Light, on the head of South Pier,
bears about 280° or when in the white sector of Wick River
Harbor Direction Light.

The Wick River Harbor Directional Light (7 m high metal
column) stands on the N end of the bridge at the head of the
harbor; the light operates 24 hours.

Pilotage.—Pilotage is compulsory for vessels over 90 gt, ex-
cept fishing vessels and yachts. Vessels should send an ETA at
least 2 hours in advance. Pilots usually board about 0.5 mile
NE of South Head.

Contact Information.—See the table titled Wick—Contact
Information.

Wick—Contact Information
Port Authority
VHF VHEF channels 14 and 16
Telephone | 44-1955-602-030
Facsimile 44-1955-605-936
E-mail office @wickharbour.co.uk
Web site http://www.wickharbour.co.uk

Anchorage.—Good anchorage can be taken in Wick Bay,
over a bottom of sand, with winds from SSW through N to NE.
However, with winds from other directions, anchorage may be
unsafe or untenable.

Caution.—Numerous small fishing boats, fishing with hand
lines, may be encountered in the vicinity of Wick Bay.

During strong E gales, seas often roll over both harbor piers
and a considerable scend is experienced in the basins.

The storm parapet on South Pier obscures the view of either
side of the pier for all vessels, and small craft in particular. Ves-
sels must take care to give the head of South Pier a wide berth
when entering or leaving.

An area of foul ground, on which there is unexploded ord-
nance, is reported to lie on the N side of the bay.

Several dangerous wrecks lie in the approaches to Wick Bay
and may best be seen on the chart.

Wick Harbor may be closed to traffic. When the harbor is
closed, a black ball by day and a green light by night, will be
displayed from the South Head. No vessel may enter River
Harbor without permission.

9.5 The coast extending between the S entrance point of
Wick Bay and Clyth Ness, 9 miles SW, is mainly dark with
rugged cliffs rising in places to heights of 45m. The shore is
deeply indented by narrow gullies and closely fringed with de-
tached masses of rock.

Sarclet Haven (58°22'N., 3°06'W.), a small cove, lies on